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ave you noticed the uncertainty that people seem

to have today? There seems to be so much unrest

and uneasiness that is prevalent in our society.

There are many who do not appear very confident!

I think this is true for good reason.  For the foundations

people are building their lives on are not very steady.

People are trusting things like material gain, good health,

earthly success, politics, pleasure, education  or religion

to bring peace and satisfaction. Of course, none of these

will bring the contentment and fulfillment they are seek

ing.

If we examine these foundations carefully, we have to

conclude that any of them could be lost today! Material

things can be stolen, good health can change in a

moment, earthly success can suddenly be taken, politics

can fail, pleasure can lose its effect, education can miss

the mark and even religion can disappoint. So we must

look elsewhere to find security and fulfillment.

I am glad however, there is a foundation that we  can

confidently build our lives onthe atonement of Jesus

Christ! The atonement is where Christ’s suffering and

dying on the cross made it possible for us to be recon

ciled to God. If we receive Christ’s atonement, our sins

are forgiven, we are placed in the family of God, we no

longer have to fear death, and there is no one that can

take these blessings from us!

How can I speak with such certainty and confidence?

Because God Himself is the author of the atonement. The

atonement is the full payment for our sins and the

redemption of our souls. This is where Christ became a

man and took man’s place of punishment on the cross.

Because of His blood being shed there, God’s wrath for

our sins was satisfied!

There are three things I want to mention about the atone

ment that gives us total confidence no matter what we

face in life, we can base our earthly and heavenly lives

on Christ’s atonement! 

The Atonement is Eternal
All the earthly foundations above share one common char

acteristic, they are temporal. They can be here today and

gone tomorrow. As the psalmist said, “they are like the
chaff which the wind driveth away.” Psalm 1:4  I wonder

how many people today lost the foundation they were

trusting in?

The atonement is not like that. It is eternal. You can place

your faith in what Jesus did on the cross and it will be good

today, tomorrow and millions of years from now. Its effect

will never end. Christ’s payment on the cross has no limits

to it. It is good for all time! Long after this world and all of

its promises are over and forgotten, we will still be enjoy

ing the effects of the atonement for eternity!

The Atonement is All Powerful
There is no power on earth that is as great as Christ’s

atonement.

This world boasts of many powerful ideas and philoso

phies. Many of them stand squarely against God and His

Word. Think of atheism, agnosticism, evolution and the

most powerful of all, sin. These all have risen to oppose

the Lord and has had a powerful affect on mankind. These

rebellious powers seek to separate God and His creation.     

It is hard to argue against these powers, especially the

power of sin.  It is all around us destroying people, familes

and nations.  Since the sin of Adam in the garden, we have

been experiencing the terrible effects of sin and rebellion

against God. Look at all the misery it has brought to this

world. 

But God has triumphed over all sin and rebellion by the

atonement of Christ. We are told in Romans 6:20  “But
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:” His

grace battled with sin and all the world’s philosophies and

won! Christ’s atonement is all powerful! Nothing can stand

against it.

The Atonement is Complete
How many people today are unsure of their future?  How

many are uncertain about their eternal destiny? How many

people are busy working or doing religious things hoping

that somehow it will be enough to allow them to enter into

heaven? The world is filled with people like this. No won

der they are filled with anxiety and worry. No wonder peo

ple are filled with a mixture of fear and anger.  Their foun

dations they are building will never hold up.

But those who build on the foundation of the atonement of

Christ no longer are unsure or uncertain. Christ’s atone

ment is complete. When Jesus died on the cross, He

exclaimed “It is finished” John 19:30. There is nothing

more to be added to it.  The sin debt has been paid. The

payment was accepted in heaven and there is no need for

any more!

Anslem, one of the early church fathers and a deep thinker,

once asked the question, “How can God be just and still

spare the wicked?” When we see how sinful we have been,

we sure understand that concern!

Thank God the answer is in Christ’s atonement. He suf

fered our punishment and now our sin debt has been can

celled.  

Even a poor thief who was dying on the cross next to Jesus

who had nothing to offer God, reached out for help at the

last minute. And because of the power of the atonement,

his sins were forgiven, his debt paid and he was on his way

to heaven!

Think of how effective the atonement of Christ is.  If we

have come to Christ we have full confidence in our stand

ing with God. We don’t have to fear what is coming in the

future. Thank God for the power of the atonement!

Edwin Hayes

H

If we receive Christ’s atonement, our

sins are forgiven, we are placed in the

family of God, we no longer have to

fear death, and there is no one that

can take these blessings from us!



provided the Scripture reading and Dan Baer then preached a message on, “Revival” from

Habakkuk.  This showed the men the principles of true revival. Ohio Moderator Mark Price dis

missed the men to their individual meetings in the dorm rooms.  These services are a very special

time of sharing and bonding the men enjoy yearly at the retreat. There was sharing together,

singing, preaching and praying in the rooms. 

Saturday, January 26th
In the first morning service, Harrison Pastor Mike Mounts read the Scripture. Bryon Justice led

the music and J.B. Spencer sang. Bro. Jim Marcum preached the message, “The Harvest” from

John 4. This message showed us how we should alert to the harvest of souls of those around us.  

In the last service, Travis Sammons from Westerville FWB provided the special music and Dan

Baer preached.  His message “What Does it Take to Stop You?” from Genesis 22, challenged us

to examine our commitment to Christ by asking what it takes to stop us?

We thank the Lord for once again making His presence felt throughout the retreat. He truly

answered our prayer!

Edwin Hayes
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Secretary’s Schedule
March 9 Unity FWB Marriage Seminar, Eugene Crouch, Pastor

March 10                                                      Unity FWB AM Service, Eugene Crouch, Pastor

March 12 Ohio Budget Committee Meeting

March 17 Newark FWB AM Service, John Davis, Interim, Pastor

March 24 South Charleston FWB SS & AM, Forest Dyer, Interim Pastor

March 31 Dogwood Ridge FWB AM Service, Jeremy Moore Pastor

April 3 North FWB Revival, Bill Chadwick, Pastor

April 7 Rosedale FWB AM Service, Jason Meade, Pastor

April 1419 Glasgow FWB Revival, Kevin Flannigan, Pastor

April 21 New Hope FWB AM Service, Wendell Combs, Pastor

April 2224 Urbana FWB Revival, Kenny Cordell, Pastor

May 5                                               Reynoldsburg FWB Homecoming, Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Together We Can
2019 Ohio Men’s Retreat Report

On January 2426th, 254 men came to the Heartland Retreat

Center to experience what God had in store for them at the

annual Ohio Men’s Retreat.

Thursday, January 24th
The first service was held in the afternoon with Ohio

Promotional Secretary Edwin Hayes greeting the men.

Bro. Bryon Justice of Canaan FWB in Creston led the

music for the services with Bro. David Crank playing the

keyboard.  New Hope Pastor Wendell Combs read the Scripture. Bro. Don Chadwick, accompa

nied by Rev. Kyle Chadwick from the North FWB Church in Columbus provided the special

music.  Dr. Daniel Baer, the Dean at Southeastern FWB College brought the message, “First

Things First” from Mathew 6:33.  In this sermon, Bro. Danny challenged the men to make sure

that they had the right priorities in life.  After the service, Brother Edwin welcomed the men and

greeted all the first timers to the retreat. Brother Derrick Altom from the Welch College and

Brother Chris Compton from the National Board of Retirement gave greeting from their min

istries.  

That evening, the men assembled for the second service. Victory FWB  Associate Pastor Mike

Gillen read the Scripture. The special singing was provided by Bro. Chad Cordell from the

Woodstock FWB Church.  Former Southeastern College President Jim Marcum preached a mes

sage concerning, “Making a Place for God” from Isaiah. In the message, Brother Jim instructed

the men to make a “Highway for our God” to our hearts that would allow Him to guide and bless

us.  

After the service, Missionaries Darrell Grimes (Erie, PA) gave  a report on his  work. He also

gave us an update on one of our faithful attenders, Austin Drakulic who has been very ill.

Brother. Kyle Chadwick led a special prayer for Austin. Bro. Sam McVay gave greetings from

the International Mission Department and Ohio Missionary Travis McKenzie gave an update on

the Compassion FWB Church in Ashland, Ohio. 

When we dismissed the service, the Ohio Men’s Choir under the direction of Bro. Bryon

Justice formed and practiced.  The men enjoyed fellowship, recreation and music throughout the

retreat center.

Friday, January 25th
In the first service on Friday morning, Lebanon Pastor Robert Fisher read the Scripture. Unity

FWB Pastor Eugene Crouch provided the special music and Rev. Jim Marcum  preached the

message sage, “Looking for Fruit” from Romans 1 which challenged the men to examine their

faith by making sure that had spiritual fruit evident in their lives.   

The second service that morning began with Porter FWB Associate Pastor Derrick Lute reading

the Scripture.   The Compassion Worship Band from Ashland, Ohio provided the special music.

Bro. Dan Baer then preached on the subject of, "True Worship" from John 4. He made the point

that we can only worship in God’s Spirit and in His Truth.

After lunch, the men had a period of free time for recreation and rest.

We gave attendance awards Friday afternoon.  The first category, “Most First Time Attendees”

the Westside FWB Church pastored by Tim Boyd won first place by bringing 12 new attendees!

The Faith FWB Church in Virginia, pastored by David Osborne came in second place with 4

new attendees and the North FWB Church pastored by Bill Chadwick came in third place with 3

new attendees. In the second category, “Most Men Attending in Relation to Church Membership”

the Lighthouse FWB Church pastored by Bobby Courtney won first place with 25% of their

membership in attendance.  The Faith Church pastored by David Osborne came in second place

with 24% and the Westside FWB Church pastored by Tim Boyd came in third place with 17%.

In the final category, “Most Men in Attendance, the Westside FWB Church pastored by Tim

Boyd won with 16 men in attendance. The Canaan FWB Church pastored by Mike Gladson

came in second place with 14 men in attendance. Third place was won by the North FWB Church

pastored by Bill Chadwick with 9 men in attendance.

In the afternoon service the Ohio Men’s Choir under the direction of Bro.  Bryon Justice pro

vided the special music.  Brother Jim Marcum preached a message on “Disciples or Converts?”

which examined the difference between being a true disciple of Christ or to simply be a convert. 

The Gospel Ambassadors from Rittman Community FWB provided a concert before the

evening service. They also provided the special music for the service.  Brother Travis McKenzie 

Continued on next
column
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Community Recognizes Brother Ron

and Sister Janice Price

Community recognized Brother Ron and Sister Janice

Price recently at church. 

They were responsible for organizing and hosting hun

dreds of singing groups with over 200 folks per sing date.

They retire from the leadership of the Christian

Fellowship with over 25 years service. 

Outstanding Appreciation Award
Presented to

Ron & Janice Price
FOR YOUR DEDICATED SERVICE and With apprecia

tion for all that you have done to help save lives. God has
touched many lives through your dedicated service. 

“I have seen your love, your faith, your service.
Revelation 2:19

Happy Retirement 
Community Free Will Baptist Church

Celebrating 50 Years of Ministry
Free Will Baptist Board of Retirement is excited to enter our 50th year of ministry.

Since 1969, we have been providing retirement benefits to those who serve our denomi

nation.  This responsibility drives our commitment to provide solid retirement solutions

without sacrificing the Christian values we share with our people.

The Board of Retirement has experienced tremendous growth over the past 50 years.

Today we serve over 600 employers/churches and 1600 participants through retirement

planning and institutional investing and provide financial education for the denomina

tion at large.

Every aspect of our ministry today is driven by our mission...

It is our mission to help prepare you for your future ministry.

As we celebrate 50 years of serving Free Will Baptists, we have renewed our goal to be

your first choice for retirement planning, institutional investing, and financial edu

cation.  We look forward to partnering with you in the next 50 years as you prepare for

your future ministry!

Let’s Start NOW
Praying for the

2019 National Association

Of Free Will Baptists

In Cincinnati OH

July 2124
Adult Services Speakers Teen Services Speakers

Sunday School Teacher Paul Keener Children & Teens SS Teachers

Sunday Morning Worship Tim Eaton Sunday Morning Worship Derrek Lute

Sunday Evening Worship Terry Austin Sunday Evening Worship John Howell

Monday Evening Worship Daniel Edwards Monday Evening Worship Don Myers

Tuesday Evening Worship Tom Dooley Tuesday Evening Worship Troy Sadowski

Wed. Evening Worship       Diego Cueva Combined Worship

Executive Committee Introduces

Candidate for Executive

Secretary

After a lengthy search process, the Executive Committee of the

National Association of Free Will Baptists has introduced 51

yearold North Carolina native, Dr. Edward E. Moody, Jr., as

candidate for executive secretary of the denomination. The position will be vacated fol

lowing Keith Burden’s retirement in September. Pending approval by the General

Board, delegates to the 2019 National Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, will vote on

Moody’s confirmation as Burden’s successor during the annual business session.

Dr. Moody has been pastor of Tippett’s Chapel FWB Church in Clayton, North

Carolina, since 2000. He is professor of counselor education and associate dean of the

School of Education at North Carolina Central University, where he has served since

1995. Dr. Moody is additionally vicechairman of the Welch College Board of Trustees.

A licensed professional counselor supervisor and health services provider, the Licensed

Professional Counselors Association of North Carolina named Moody Counselor of the

Year in 2016. He holds a Ph.D. from North Carolina State University in counselor edu

cation, an M.A. from Middle Tennessee State University in clinical psychology, and a

B.A. from Welch College in pastoral training.

Moody is author of Surviving Culture, First Aid for Emotional Hurts: Helping People
Through Difficult Times, and the First Aid for Your Emotional Hurts training series,

along with numerous professional journal and magazine articles. 

Eddie and his wife Lynne have two children, Mackenzie and Mitchell.



HAMILTON GLADES (PORTER)

Hello and blessings from Hamilton Glades.

We haven't had an abundance of snow this win

ter; but due to some snow, ice and high water

we have had to cancel some services recently. 

We're so looking forward to spring and Easter

and warm sunny weather. On the first Sunday in

February we had “Soup Bowl Sunday” with

soup and sandwiches and fellowship after our

morning service. Our pastor made his first ever

pot of chili and it was a big hit! On February 9th

we had our couples Valentines dinner. Our

activities coordinator did a great job with both

these events.

We have revival meetings planned for the

week of April 714th at 7pm nightly. Preaching

two nights each will be: Donnie Smith, Kevin

Greene, George Vastine and Maurice Pierce.

Ministering in song: Andy McGinnis, Jodi

Hannah, Adam Holt, Tom Toland, George

Vastine, Garnett Pierce and Jarrod Mullins.

Everyone is welcome to join us in service. 

Until next time blessings from the little white

church in the cornfield.

Jim Dummitt, Pastor

Jenny Dummitt, Reporter

NORTHERN OHIO CONFERENCE 

HONORS PASTOR EARL TACKETT

Dean Road Pastor Earl Tackett

On Saturday, February 16th, at the Dean Road

FWB Church, the Northern Ohio Conference

honored Dean Road Pastor Earl Tackett for 50

years in the ministry. The conference presented

Brother Earl with a plaque commemorating the

event.  In addition to the Dean Road Church,

Rev. Tackett pastored the White Oaks Church in

Marion. 

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Hello everyone. 

Because of the weather, we had a lot of can

cellations for our church upon the hill. When

we did have our services you could tell how

happy everyone was to be together. It’s a won

derful blessing to be with your church family

worshiping God. We are praying that the bad

weather is behind us. 

We are looking forward to our Rally Day on

Easter Sunday . That goes along with our slogan

contest. The winning slogan is printed out on

ribbons and handed out on Easter Sunday. 

May God bless you. 

Mark Rucker, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

SAMANTHA (FRANKLIN)

Greetings once again brother and sisters in

Christ.

Praise God for allowing us to have another two

months, I count it a blessing to report our activ

ities once again. Although February is a short

month, we have not lacked anything. It has been

a busy and spiritually exciting month.

Our men’s prayer breakfast was held as usual

in the fellowship hall Feb. 2nd. The ladies of the

church held their monthly prayer breakfast at

Bob Evans. They played games and exchanged

Valentine gifts as well as sharing a meal togeth

er on Feb. 2nd.

February 3rd in the evening service we shared

the privilege of hearing New Again a three

piece Bluegrass gospel group from Bainbridge,

Ohio sing several songs.

February 17th in the morning service we were

spiritually blessed when Pastor Jeff Seitz of

Southside WV delivered the message. His text

was from Haggai 1:110 on the subject, “Build

Your House.”
On that Sunday evening service organized and

hosted by Bro. David Palmer. We were blessed

with a large turnout and several artists shared

their gospel talents.

In conclusion, our church family was blessed

with a newborn addition, Everly Layne Watson

was born Feb. 1st.

Wiley Perkins, Pastor

Eleanor Cumberland, Reporter

FIRST CHILLICOTHE 

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

Hello from First FWB Church!  As we put

winter behind us and look forward to spring we

need to remember that Christ gives us all a sec

ond chance.  Although you may feel dead, you

can feel alive again.  “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”, This is always the

reminder of God’s love for all of us, especially

during Easter time (John 3:16).

Our church hosted the South Central confer

ence in February and we had a good time fel

lowshipping with each other while also enjoy

ing a meal together.  Our youth also put togeth

er a Valentine’s dinner for couples in our

church.  They served a meal and then the cou

ples played games together afterwards. We

appreciate our youth working so hard and to the

adults who helped them bring it together.

Thank you.

The baby bottle campaign with Elizabeth’s

Hope was also kicked off in February.  Our

church collects money throughout the month of

February and every week it is brought in and

counted to see where we are in supporting this

great ministry. I know that Elizabeth’s Hope

appreciates all the support that they receive.

A few months ago, the ladies of the church

started a Women’s Fellowship Group.  They are

actively working together on creating some

thing special.  We all look forward to their fin

ished project.  

In March we are looking forward to our fifth

Sunday Gospel Service.  On March 31st the

Carter Sisters will be singing for us.  We invite

everyone to come join us.  

Until next time, happy spring!

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

SOUTHWEST (CAPITAL CITY)

We send greetings and warm thoughts to bring

on spring. 

Several of the men and teens attended the Free

Will Baptist Men’s Retreat in January, then we

closed out the month with a rejuvenating

revival, with George Holley preaching. 

On February 24th, we celebrated with Pastor

John on his 31st anniversary as pastor. 

Sunday morning, March 3rd, Edwin Hayes

preached for us. 

The ladies fellowship has planned an

overnight retreat in March. 

David Epps will join us for our Spring

Revival, during the  first  week  in  April

1st–5th. 

Our communion/feetwashing service will be

on Sunday, April 14th at 6 pm. Our Sunday

School will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt on

April 20th.  On April 21st, we will have an

Easter Sunrise Service at 7am, with breakfast

following, then continue our Easter celebration

service at 11am. We are so thankful that He has

risen! 

May God bless our sister churches as we cele

brate this blessed day!

John Meade, Pastor

Anita Stanton, Reporter
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Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Brookdale Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Fairview Without Pastor

Fellowship Tabernacle Without Pastor

Newark Without Pastor

South Charleston Without Pastor

Woodstock Without Pastor

Zion #3 Without Pastor

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio
Big enough!
Recently, my daughter Rachel provided the special music

during our Sunday morning worship service. The song she

selected that morning was titled, “Big Enough.” As she

practiced her song the week prior to service, she had no

idea what God was doing for our small congregation in

Ashland, Ohio. 

You see, on the Sunday she was scheduled to sing, we were making an announcement

that the church was going to begin negotiations for a piece of land on the north side of

the city where we hope to build a new church building in the future. I know that on any

given Sunday, churches all over the world launch building campaigns, but for our con

gregation, this Sunday was special. The last Sunday of February 2019 marked the two

year anniversary of our very first service as Compassion Church. 

I can remember that morning very vividly. We met at the Reagan Elementary School

Cafeteria. The sound system we used, which was thoroughly tested beforehand, would

not work. People were having trouble finding the building. The ones who did find the

building, were struggling to figure out which door to come in. And, to top it all off, on

our Power Point presentation, I misspelled the word “Welcome” spelling it 

“WELECOME!” It took me quite a while before I lived that one down! The service

eventually began. However, we were 20minutes late in starting. 

Since then, we’ve grown into and nearly out of a 4,000 square foot rented facility.

We’ve been blessed to reach thousands here in Ashland through Christ. We’ve been

blessed to see several come to know and walk with Christ. And, I’ve learned to double,

and even triple check the spelling on anything we post on our screens. Not to mention,

our sound engineer arrives an hour ahead of service each Sunday, just to make sure the

sound system is working properly. There have been a lot of difficult days over the past

two years. 

I’m sure there will be more difficult days in the future, should the Lord detain His

coming and we continue to reach Ashland through His name. But, whatever the future

of Compassion Church may hold, there is one thing I’ve come to know as truth. This

truth will help any of us face whatever comes up in our lives. As Rachel sang on that

last Sunday of February 2019, “So, when it seems it can't be done, I know God is big
enough. I can run the race I've been called to run, cause’ I know God is big enough.
He'll finish everything He starts. He'll meet us right here where we are. I can feel faith
rising up. ‘Cause I know God is big enough.’”

Whatever you face at this moment. Whatever seems bigger than life. Whatever may

overwhelm your heart at the mere mention of its name. Know this— we serve a big

God. Doubt may ask, “How big is He?” All I can say is, He’s Big Enough! Thank you

all for your continued prayer and support. Continue to pray for Compassion Church as

we reach Ashland for Christ!

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie



Rev. James Kelly

Webb was born on

May 19, 1946 in

Leander, Ky to Charles

and Opal (Williams)

Webb.  His father pre

ceded him in death and

his mother survives in

Lima.  The family

moved to Ohio in 1951.

Jim grew up with four brothers and one sister:

Charles “Chuck” (dec.) (Nancy) Webb of

Springdale, AR, Steve (Pat) Webb of Lima,

Roger (Nita) Webb of Springdale, AR and Gary

(dec.) (Barbara) Webb of Ada and Deborah

(Butch (dec.)) Sanders of Bluffton. Jim is a

1964 LaFayette Jackson HS graduate.  He

enjoyed various school clubs including FFA and

choir.  He was best remembered for his excel

lence in football with his beloved friends and

teammates The LaFayette Jackson Wolves.

Many knew him as “Webb the Jet” or “Crazy

Legs”.

On September 25, 1965, Jim married his high

school sweetheart, Brenda Ferguson, who he

met at High Street FWB Church.  Little did they

know that High Street FWB Church would

become their lifelong ministry.  Born of their

marriage are Gina (Tim) Haller of Lima, Dana

(Audrea) Webb of Nashville, TN, Lora Webb of

Lima and James Webb, Jr. of Lima.  Jim is

grandpa “Pap” to Zachary (Kaitlyn) Painter,

Mitchell (Mariah) Webb, Addison (Ryan)

Murphy, Jordan (Tim) Sutton, Samantha Webb,

Riley Jamison Bortner, Heather (Chad)

Metzger, Eric Haller, Brittany Webb, Josh Webb

and Jessica Webb.  He is great grandpa to

Kylen, Annslee, Rose and Zachary Painter, Jr.,

Haiden Williamson, Madison, Katelynn and

Tyler Metzger, Trevin and Brycen Haller, Aedan

and Avery Murphy, Brendon Ziessler, Joseph,

Savannah and Nevaeh Webb.

Jim was employed at Ford Motor Company

and retired from Milcor Lima Register in 2005.

Jim’s most important decision in life was made

in November of 1968 when he accepted Jesus

Christ as his Lord and personal Savior.  On

March 5, 1971, he answered God’s call to

preach the word of God.  For 46 years, Jim lov

ingly and faithfully dedicated himself to pastor

ing the High Street FWB Church.  He retired

from pastoring on December 31, 2018.  In addi

tion to pastoring he also enjoyed a singing min

istry for many years. He loved witnessing

through his music at churches, nursing homes

and his many friends and family on facebook.

Funeral services were held January 19th at the

High Street FWB Church with Pastor Mike

Mounts officiating.

Reverend Taylor

Cantrell, 90 of

Urbana, Ohio, went

to be with the Lord

January 7th in Mercy

Health Urbana

Hospital. 

He was born May 24,

1928 in Martin

County, Kentucky.

Reverend Cantrell retired from Navistar after 24

years of service. He was a minister for 70 years

and pastored numerous churches in Ohio, West

Virginia and Kentucky. He was a member of the

Eastside Free Will Baptist Church. He also

enjoyed woodworking.

Reverend Cantrell is survived by his daughter

Evelyn (Chuck) Grass and son Michael (Donna)

Cantrell, his sister Lois (Dutey) Calhoun, 7

grandchildren, and 13 greatgrandchildren. He

was preceded in death by his wife, Dora C.

(McNeely), infant son, Glenn Cantrell, daugh

ter, Marilyn Reimer and siblings, H.K. Cantrell,

Bob Cantrell, Connard Cantrell, Claudine

(Dutey) Parsley, June (Cantrell) Pickelsimer.

A going home service was held January 12,

2019 in Mechnicsburg with Pastor Adam Grass

and Pastor Jim Baldwin officiating.

Gracie C. Stepp,

age 68, of West

Milton, passed away

Jan. 31st, at Miami

Valley Hospital

North Emergency

Room. She was born

on Dec. 19, 1950, in

Jackson, OH, to the

late Lewis and

Verbia (Lane) Varney.

Gracie is survived by her husband of 54 years:

Rev. Jimmy D. Stepp; three sons: Steve

(Melinda) Stepp of Ludlow Falls, OH, Jimmy

(Sandy) Stepp of Danville, WV, and John

(Christin) Stepp of Union, OH; one sister: Mary

(Doug) Hensley of Troy, OH; one brother:

Monroe (Cuba May) Verney of Cumberland,

KY; six grandchildren: Tiffany, Steven, Dustin,

Alexis, Aaliyah, and Micah; and two great

grandchildren: Payton and Brody.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in

death by three sisters: Madeline Varney, Alene

Reynolds, and Lois Lowe.

Gracie was a member of Troy FWB Church.

Her funeral service was held Feb. 5th, at Troy

FWB with the Rev. Ernie Wright officiating. 

Kenneth D.

Hopson, age 73,

died on Wednesday,

January 2, 2019 at

10:26 AM at his res

idence in Dunkirk.

He was born on

October 7, 1945 in

Auxier, Kentucky to

the late Earnest and

Marie (Webb) Hopson.  On August 12, 1967

Kenneth married Phyllis Van Scoy and she pre

ceded him in death on January 16, 2013.

Kenneth retired from Rockwell (Arvin Meritor)

of Kenton and previously worked for MTek as a

security guard.  He was a 1965 graduate of

Hardin Northern High School.  He was a U.S.

Army Veteran who served during the Vietnam

War.  He was a member and deacon of the High

Street FWB Church.  Kenneth taught adult

Sunday school and did the grounds work for the

church.  He was an avid gardner and enjoyed

reading his Bible. 

He is survived by a son, Kenny (Amber)

Hopson of Dunkirk; three daughters: Mary

Hopson of Dunkirk, Leasa (Scott) Lee of

Delphos and Jennifer Wilch of Dola; twelve

grandchildren; five great grandchildren; two

brothers: Paul (Janice) Hopson of Tennessee

and Melvin “Buck” (Saundra) Hopson of

Harrod; and a sister, Doris Selhorst of Dunkirk.

He was preceded in death by a son, Kenneth

Dean Hopson Jr; and two brothers: Larry

Hopson and Ernie Hopson.

Funeral services were held January 7th in Ada

with Pastor Jim Webb officiating.

Richard Dean Nichols,

age 74, of Madisonville, TN

passed away February 25th

at his home in the arms of his

wife. He was a member of

Vonore Baptist Church and a

former member of the

Westerville FWB Church.

Survivors include: His wife of 51 years Judy

Nichols, sons & daughtersinlaw: Adam and

Becky Nichols, Andy and Andrea Nichols,

Aaron and Kamesia Nichols. Grandchildren:

Seth, Michaela, Kelby, Analee, Jacob, Isaac and

Eli. Brothers: Wallace Nichols and Arden

Nichols. Several nieces & nephews. He was

preceded in death by sister Patricia Elder.

His funeral was held February 27th in

Madison, TN. 

Dottie L. Brazzell, age 76,

of Etna, passed away on

February 17, at Mt Carmel

East Hospital. Dottie was

born October 6, 1942 to the

late John and Ethel (Horn)

Pemberton in Lovely, KY.

Dottie is survived by her

loving husband of 57 years;

J.C. Brazzell Jr.; daughter,

Tina (Jim) Bailey; sons, James (Sherry)

Brazzell, John (Angie) Brazzell; grandchildren,

Chrissy (Jim), Jacob (Trista), Nicki (Adam),

Zach, Ricky, Lauren, Caleb, James; many great

grandchildren; brother, Buddy (Blanche)

Pemberton; sister, Bonnie (Jack) Woodrum;

many aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins

and family. In addition to her parents, she was

preceded in death by her stepmother, Jeanie

Pemberton; her twin brother, Bill Pemberton;

and many beloved family members. 

Her service was held February 20th at the

Reynoldsburg FWB Church, with Pastor Jerry

Sargent officiating. Another service was held

February 22nd in Inez, Kentucky. 

Ruby Pack Spears

(Webb), 86, of

Barboursville, W.Va.

went home to be with

the Lord on February

22nd. 

Ruby will be

remembered as a fun

loving, hardwork

ing, and loving moth

er, grandmother and

wife. A friend and

“mother” to many, she was a devoted Christian

who loved the Lord. She was born on May 11,

1932 in Wayne County, W. Va., a daughter of

the late Garrett and Florence (Napier) Webb. 

She is preceded in death by two brothers,

Garrett Webb Jr. and Thomas Webb; three sis

ters, Thena Adkins, Matilda Wiley and Marjorie

Webb and her spouses: Elba Pack and Jack

Spears. She is survived by her two daughters,

Shirley D. Frye (Walter Sr.) and Sheila D.

Lopez (Fred). She had ten grandchildren Major

Chaplain W. Lee Frye (Blair), Diana M. Keener

(Timothy), Megan D. Ordway (Joshua),

Miranda D. Wilhelm (William), Michael D.

Pack (Emily), Cassondra E. Lopez (Reggie),

Nicholas D. Lopez (Paula), Garrett T. Lopez

(Chan), Jonathan M. Lopez (Amber) and

Jennifer O. Lopez (Bryan); 10 greatgrandchil

dren, numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and

friends who will miss her love and wisdom

dearly. 

Funeral services were conducted February

26th in West Virginia.

Rev. Paul Frederick

Oppy went home to be

with the Lord Nov. 16,

at SOMC Hospice in

Portsmouth.  He was

born August 8, 1932 in

Henley, Ohio to Fred

and Iva Rawlins Oppy.

Paul drove for Reinhardt Transfer Company for

32 years.  He was a member and former pastor

of Bloom FWB Church, and had pastored other

churches in Ohio, Florida, Arkansas, and

Alabama.  Paul is survived by son Larry Dean

Oppy and wife Sandy of Wheelersburg; daugh

ters, Nadene Roberts and husband Charles of

Middleburg, FL, Priscilla Stiles of Newark, OH,

Barbie Sowards and husband Michael of

Amelia OH; brother, Roger and wife Branda of

Wheelersburg; sisters, Fern Ginn of Washington

C.H., Sharon Shuff and husband Dell of

Wheelersburg; 10 grandchildren, 20 great

grandchildren; 2 greatgreatgrandchildren.  

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in

death by his wife Vivian Bauer Oppy; daughter,

Donna Oppy; five brothers Eldon, Earl, Carl,

Lester, and Pearl; brotherinlaw, Donald Ginn;

sistersinlaw, Irene Oppy and Janelle Oppy.  

Bro. Kenny Klaiber officiated at his funeral

November 19th and interment followed in

South Webster Cemetery.

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

The book of James teaches us to “Draw nigh
to God, and He will draw nigh to you.” By the

time this goes to print, we will have finished up

a revival at Shelby – a welcomed chance to for

get about our daily worries, draw nigh to Him,

and allow Him to renew a right spirit within us.

Bro. Chad Booth and Bro. Garrett Fitch held

the revival for us from February 27th–March

3rd. In addition, the Compassion Worship

Group, as well as our own singers and many

others, provided music.  

Our youth group (otherwise known as

Ascension Ministries) held a youth service in

January.   Bro. Micah Tuggle was the featured

preacher and the Sand Hill Singers joined us as

well.  In February, the youth participated in the

“All In” youth Rally at Liberty Church in

Norton, OH.   We are well on our way to gear

ing up for spring!

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter

COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)

The New Year has started out very well for our

church. We had a wonderful turnout for our

annual bowling and pizza outing! We had a

great time and fellowship! The top bowler was

the amazing Randall Friend. It was fun watch

ing Bro. Jerry and Sis. Darlyn bowling and hav

ing a good time. Seeing all the smiles was just a

blessing.  

Our youth group has been growing and will be

doing some “meet and greet” outings. Our

youth leaders do a great job! Thank you.

On Sunday March 3rd, we had the Dumplin

Valley Trio as our guest singers for the morning

worship service.  It was a very special service.

It is hard to believe it is time to talk about

Easter, but it is.  On Palm Sunday, we will be

having the Lord’s Supper. This uplifting service

will help us remember what our Savior did for

us.  This time of the year is quite holy.  

On Easter Sunday, we will enjoy hearing Bro.

Jerry bring the message and our choir will be

singing.  Then on May 19th, Bro. Edwin Hayes

will be our guest speaker for the morning serv

ice.  We are looking forward to spring!   

Jerry Newman Pastor

A. Friend Reporter
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ROSEDALE (CAPITAL CITY)

God has been so good to our church. God

blessed us with a pastor and his family that we

never would have imagined how blessed we

would be.  He then blessed us with an assistant

pastor and family that blended in with Rosedale

from day one.  May we never fail to give Him

the praise for all He's done for us.  Since our

pastor has been here, God blessed us to see

souls saved, baptized, added new members, do

a major remodel project, purchase land and best

of all, bring incredible inspiring messages.  We

are also thankful to  have a wonderful youth

program, directed by Tami Baldwin and assis

tant Beanca Cooper.  They are doing an amaz

ing job, thankful that they not only sing but they

instill in them how to live a Christian life as a

youth/teen in today's world. 

We are looking forward to 2019 and to see

what God has in store. We are looking forward

to youth camp in July. So thankful for all the

churches that are working on this and put in so

much work to insure their week is a success and

so thankful Rosedale is involved in this endeav

or.  VBS is in the works, the kids are already

excited about what the week will bring and to

see souls saved.

We have had some sickness in our church this

year, God has brought them through and so

thankful for a church family that truly surrounds

each other with prayer and love.  We've seen

some miracles take place that only God could

do.  Remember these folks and whisper a prayer

for all sickness in each of our churches.

We held our Valentine party in February at Der

Dutchmen. God has blessed us with a great

church family and with so much going on right

now, we are thankful to be able to gather and

just enjoy each other if only for a short time.  

Never fail to remember our pastor, assistant

pastor and their families when you pray.

Jason Meade, Pastor

Bev Fraley, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

Greetings once again from Centerburg FWBC!

We pray this finds each of you fighting for the

Cause!  Are you fighting the good fight of faith?

Pastor Mark brought to us a few sermons on

“Will You Fight”. 1 Samuel 17:2351. We as

Christians face battles daily. We can’t win these

battles on our own.  Just like David, we have to

depend on the Lord to fight for us. Let us not be

afraid of what we see, what we hear or what

they say, to discourage us. If we stand strong in

the faith we will prevail!

We want to thank the Lord always for his many

blessings!  We have witnessed four souls saved

and five baptized since our last report. We can

never thank him enough!

Bro. Paul Moore watched over the flock on

Feb. 24th, while Pastor Mark and Trisha were in

Florida.  His message on Sunday morning was

one that most people do not want to hear. “It
still takes the Blood” Revelation 7:1217.  They

will tell you many ways that you can get to

heaven. But, His word tells us there is only one

way. And that is by the blood of Jesus Christ!

On Sunday night he brought to us the word of

God in 2 Corinthians 5:1821.  

Be much in prayer for our church as we pre

pare for the upcoming events: Easter Egg Hunt,

Youth Camp, VBS, Trunk or Treat and any

activities in between.  With each of these there

is a way to reach the lost. Pray for our youth.

They need our prayers more today than yester

day. And that the Lord will send us a much

needed youth pastor.  Will you fight with us?

Until next time, if the Lord should tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Lockbourne is starting 2019 with a zeal to

serve the Lord more fervently than we did in

2018.   We’ve had some wonderful services

lately and a wonderful outpouring of God’s

spirit recently when Bro. Lance Stilling

preached for us.  We were blessed to hold one of

our Wednesday night services at Brother and

Sister Haskell and Dexter Marcum’s home since

they have been unable to attend church for a

time.  It was a blessing to be with them and pray

for them and also have our pastor preach.  We

were so blessed to feel His spirit as He poured

out His blessings on us all that night.  Please

continue to prayer for the Marcums.

Our ladies’ fellowship recently had a blanket

party and made 38 blankets to be given to chil

dren at Children’s Hospital. It was a blessing to

make the blankets and pray over them and ask

God to bless and help the children that would

receive them.

We sometimes forget to acknowledge those

that work behindthescenes at church such as

those that clean the church and the trustees that

work hard whenever needed.  So thank you and

may the Lord bless Clyde and Betty Endicott

and Beulah Lawson for cleaning the church and

our faithful trustees Paul Loar, Garret Fields,

Steve Boggs, Charlie Thacker and Dick Moore.

We appreciate you.

We ask everyone to continue praying for

Nancy Montgomery, Margie Osborne and Mary

Williamson on the recent loss of their sister,

Francis. Please pray for us at Lockbourne as we

labor together in the Lord.  

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

ZALESKI

“A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is
born for adversity.” Proverbs 17:17

Aren’t you glad that when your friends seem to

drift a way that Jesus will be there for you and

He’s the best friend you’ll ever have. We’d like

to thank the Lord and praise His name for all

the blessings He has bestowed upon us. He is an

awesome Lord!

Our pastor, Mark Rood has been blessing us

with his messages of Jesus and the cross.

Continue to uplift our pastor and his wife

Teresa in your prayers.They are hard workers

and a blessing to our church. 

Remember the youth that God will guide their

lives. 

We had a feetwashing service Jan. 13th. 

Mark Rood and Charlie McKibben attended

the men’s retreat, Jan. 2426th. They came back

refreshed in the Lord.

We had a special singing by Victory River.

They uplifted our hearts with their songs of

Jesus. Pastor Jamie Fortner from Puritan

preached the word of Jesus blessed our hearts. 

Please continue to keep Nancy Rood in your

prayers. She is very special to us. We are mak

ing plans for VBS and we are praying for the

youth that they”ll come and learn of Jesus.

We need to uplift all our pastors and their

wives and all of our churches in prayer. Satan is

out to destroy anyone that he can.

We will be starting our “Soup and Sandwiches
with the Savior” up in the spring. We are look

ing forward to that.

Please continue to keep the military, our

nation, the youth and ministries in prayer.

We pray you have a blessed Easter and keep

the true meaning of it in your hearts. Tell some

one you love them and really mean it.

Remember our seniors in your prayers as they

have been having a lot of health problems.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter
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The following singers and singing groups are available to come and sing in your
church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Bobby Siders, Columbus, (Southern Gospel) (614) 778-9250
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com
www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 418-9992, lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
New Covenant Trio, Columbus, Call Gary Preston (614) 774-3109 or (614) 774-3039
gppreston@columbus.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916 paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group name,
what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and phone number.  I

will add you the list in the next issue of  the Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups



GRACE

Hello and many blessings from us here at

Grace Free Will Baptist Church.

We have been blessed with a wonderful new

year and are enjoying God’s blessings. We've

had some very cold weather but God has

blessed us all to make it through. Please contin

ue to remember the homeless and the less fortu

nate. Life is hard for those living on the streets

and in shelters. 

Soon we'll be enjoying spring and the renew

ing of the flowers and trees. Only the Lord can

wake them from a very cold winter and bring

new life and beauty. We thank the Lord for these

blessings.

As we prepare to celebrate Easter lets remem

ber the meaning of this blessed weekend. We

celebrate Good Friday to symbolize the day

Christ was crucified on the cross for all of our

sins. He was not deserving of this punishment.

He did that for each of us sinners. John 19:18

30. We can rejoice though because our Lord is

not dead. He rose on the third day as He prom

ised and is sitting at the right hand of the Father.

Matthew 28:29.

Please continue to remember our church and

our members when you pray, we will also con

tinue to remember you all as well. Please pray

that the Lord sends us the man He wants to be

our pastor. We  are waiting patiently on him. 

As always we invite you to come worship with

us. Sunday School is at 10:00AM and Sunday

Morning worship is at 11:00AM.

Blessings to you all.

Elaine Booth, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Faith. We’ve been blessed with

another great day.  “Wait on the LORD; be of
good courage and He shall strengthen thine
heart; wait, I say, on the LORD.” Psalm 27:14

The Lord has blessed us with a new van, and a

very faithful van driver, Bro. Johnny Dunlap.

We are very thankful for him.

On February 17th Bro. Paul Keener was in

our morning service.  He taught the adult class

and also preached for our morning service.  It

was enjoyed by all.

We got 100 new song books.  Thank you Lord.

We have had three in the hospital, but they are

home now:  Sisters Kaye Stewart, Amanda

Beatty and Bro. Les Powers.  Still remember

them in your prayers.  We all need each other.

On March 3rd Trae and Whitney sang for us

in our evening service.

“Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say,
rejoice.” Philippians 4:4

God’s blessing to all.

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter

OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

We say our God is an awesome God, but is

He?  Let’s take a moment to recount some of the

ways that He is just that.

God’s accuracy may be seen in the hatching of

eggs.  The eggs of a canary – 14 days; the hen –

21; ducks and geese – 28; the mallard – 35; the

parrot and ostrich – 42 days.  (Notice all are

divisible by seven.)

The waves of the sea roll into shore twentysix

times per minute in all kinds of weather.  Each

watermelon has an even number of stripes on

the rind; each orange an even number of seg

ments; each ear of corn an even number of

rows; each stalk of wheat an even number of

grains; every bunch of bananas on its lowest

row, an even number of bananas, then each row

decreases by one; and all grains are found in

even numbers on the stalks.

God created flowers to bloom at specific

times.  Linnaeus, a great botanist, said that if he

had a conservatory containing the right kind of

soil, moisture and temperature, he could tell the

time of day or night by the flowers that were

open and those that were closed.

God’s wisdom is evident in the elephant who

has four legs that all bend forward in the same

direction.  No other quadruped is so made.  God

gave it four fulcrums so that it can rise easily

since it has such a huge body.

Our lives have been ordered by the same awe

some God, for His glory, if we will only entrust

Him with them.

Willie Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

WESTERVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from Westerville.

The children presented a Christmas program

Dec. 16th. Missionaries Tim and Amanda

York and their sons visited us on Sunday, Dec.

23rd and Brother Tim brought our morning

message.

Toni and Billy Creamer were baptized recent

ly.

On Dec. 24th we observed Jesus’ birthday with

a candlelight service.

Our Master’s men are as usual “busy beavers”.

They give blankets to the homeless and help

provide to the hurricane victims. We really

appreciate our men. They so willingly see that

our seniors get to church and assist us when we

get there. God bless you!

Please pray for our church family. We have so

much sickness. 

Our WWAC adopted the Hazel House of

Sunbury this year for Christmas. We had a fund

raiser and it was profitable. We gave them a

pizza party with lots of trimmings, household

items and gifts for each mother and child living

there. We also gave them a new washing

machine.

We hope for you a healthy and safe winter. Our

prayers go out from our church families.

In Christ.

Paul Etterling, Pastor

Grace McKinster, Reporter

DOGWOOD RIDGE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Wheelersburg, Ohio. We hope

that 2019 is off to a marvelous start for all our

neighboring churches.

On Feb. 9th our youth group hosted a

Valentine dinner for the congregation. Just like

last year, they did a terrific job. The food was

great and the decor was beautiful. It is a bless

ing to see them putting others first and being

involved in the church.

We did a youth trip to watch The Marshall

Thundering Herd play basketball on February

16th.    We had a great turnout.   This is a trip

that   is  always  so much  fun for the kids  and

adults.

During  January we  had a young  lady  give

her heart to the Lord.    Please keep her in your

prayers as she  starts  her  journey  with the

Lord.

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.” Romans 8:14

Love and prayers.

Jeremy Moore, Pastor

Becky Conley, Reporter

HARRISON (PORTER ASSOCIATION)

We praise the Lord that Colt Donahoe (nine

yearsold) personally trusted Christ as his

Savior and was baptized on Sunday, November

25th. 

On Sunday, February 3rd we began our thir

teenweek focus on the 2019 WMO for FWB

International Missions. We were glad to have

Allison Caudill with us on Sunday, February

24th. Allison is from the Tom’s Creek FWB

Church in Johnson County Kentucky.    She will

be  working  through  The Hannah  Project. 

We look forward to having Rusty and Brenda

Carney and their family with us on Sunday,

March 24th. The Carneys have served in Japan

since 2009. 

Our annual WMO Yard Sale will be Saturday,

April 6th, 8am and Monday, April 8th, 8am. 

Don Matchett will be with us for our WMO

Celebration & Banquet on Sunday, May 5th.

Don is Director of Church Relations and

Advancement with FWBIM.

We also look forward to our special services

during the month of April as we celebrate our

Lord and Savior’s work at Calvary and His glo

rious resurrection.

What a privilege and honor as the people of

God to be stewards of God; His representatives

on earth; a reflection of God Himself as we

wisely manage and invest all of life and posses

sions for the ongoing program of God, to pro

mote the gospel and the advancement of God’s

Kingdom.

We look forward with great anticipation as to

what the Lord has in store for us in 2019.  

Mike Mounts, Pastor & Reporter
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PURITAN (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.

We hope the new Year has been a time of

renewing commitments to our Lord and Savior

and also finding ways to gain new souls for the

Kingdom! 

Our church has been enjoying movie nights for

a time of fellowship. We had our Valentine’s

dinner and the men did an outstanding job of

cooking and serving the ladies along with spe

cial singing by Rich and Carolyn Dillon. 

On February 24th, we celebrated Puritan

FWB’s 98th birthday with special singing by

Bryan and Yvonne Hutson with a wonderful

dinner and time of fellowship afterwards. 

We have several in our church fighting cancer

and desire your prayers for them as they under

go treatments. The Lord has his hand on our

deacon, Johnny Daniels, from a recent stroke.

He is recovering well and may get to come

home soon. When doctors say it is not possible,

ALL things are possible with God and we are

praising Him for this mighty work He is doing!

Continue to remember our sick and shutins in

prayer. May you be blessed!

Prayers.

Jamie Fortner, Pastor

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

SOUTH COLUMBUS (TRINITY)

Greeting from South Columbus.

It has been a very busy time in our Church. We

held our annual election and reelected our

Pastor Tim Stevens, named new delegates to

represent the church at our conference, and

elected a new trustee. Many positions remained

the same.

We've had a lot of sickness in our church.

Sister Juanita Stevens had surgery to remove a

tumor in her leg, Sister Libby Hauser had back

surgery, and Rev. Richard Hensley had some

skin cancer removed from his head. Bro.

Everett Hensley was hospitalized for pneumo

nia. Sister Pat Myers’ husband Tim is battling

pancreatic cancer.  Pray for all of our members

that are sick and their caregivers.

Our condolences go out to Jack and Lois, and

Amanda and Jack Calhoun in the loss of their

granddaughter and sister Heather Kibbey, and

the loss of Lois’s brother Rev. Taylor Cantrell.

We had a baby shower for Amanda and Jack

Calhoun. They are expecting their first child,

Jeremiah Barthalomew.  Pray for them that they

will “Train up a child in the way he should, go
and when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6.

We are looking forward to spring. April is fel

lowship month with guest speakers and special

singing each week. April 7th–Roger Williams,

April 14th–TJ Burkholder, April 21st–Tom

MurphyEaster Sunrise Service 6:30 AM, April

28th–Brandon Williams.

Join us for Sunday School at 10:00AM and

worship service at 11:00AM.

Tim Stevens, Pastor

Kathy Messer, Reporter

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the Lord hath made.  We
well rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24

Greetings from McGuffey FWBC! God has

blessed us with another new year. The winter

has not been too bad so far. We can look for

ward to spring and warmer weather in a few

weeks.

Saturday night, February 9th, the Gloryway

Quartet blessed the church with a wonderful

concert praising God with their beautiful and

harmonious voices.  I am sure the good Lord

was very pleased to hear these talented men

praising Him by using the gift He gave them!

The next morning Pastor Webb fed us spiritual

ly with a message comparing the way the Lord

called Lazarus forth with the way He calls each

of us to new life with Him.

Our church wishes all of you a blessed Easter

season.  We also invite everyone to come visit

us and enjoy the love and peace we feel each

Sunday when we come to worship.

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow Free Will Baptists.

It is a pleasure to write this report and we are

praising God as always. 

We at Lighthouse would like to offer a special

thanks to Bro. Rufus Williams for filling in for

Bro. Bobby as he recovers from his accident.

God always supplies our needs.

We were honored to host the TriState

Conference, with Bro. Edwin Hayes preaching

at our church in January.  Due to the weather we

had to postpone it a week, and a special thanks

to those  who prepared  food for  those attend

ing. 

We had a birthday dinner for Pastor Bobby

after church on Feb 17th. We are so glad to have

him as our pastor.

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter 

FIRST DAYTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Our pastor has been very busy visiting with

our shutins.We still have several in need of

your prayers both in homes and nursing facili

ties. Our messages have been about love. 

Here are a few ways to Love: Listen without
interrupting, (Proverbs 18): Speak without
accusing, (James 1:19): Give without sparing,
(Proverbs 21:26); Pray without ceasing,
(Colossians 1:9); Honor without fail, (Hebrews

13:4).

Sunday, February 17th our love message

Romans 5:111.  “Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” vs. 1.

You can hear Pastor Long’s sermons and spe

cial singing on Facebook at

WWW:Facebook.com/First Dayton Free Will

Church. Don’t forget. Pastor Long hosts a

weekly radio program called “Sunday Mornings

with Jesus” on WGNZ 104.3 FM.1110 AM.

8:00 to 8:30 a/m/.

Mark Long, Pastor

Marcella Keaton, Reporter

NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

We are looking forward to spring!  How about

you?   We will be having Undivided singing in

our service at 10:30am on March 10th.

It's hard to believe that it's almost time for

Easter too. Brother Edwin Hayes will be

preaching for us on Easter Sunday, April 21st at

10:30 a.m., and Christ Unlimited will be

singing.    

We have been so blessed and  we are excited to

see what the Lord has in store for us. Keep us in

your prayers and you all will be in ours.

Until next time.....

Wendell F. Combs, Pastor

Linda Combs, Reporter
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Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors
who have to be away from their church.  Many are interested in

conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown,  London, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, Hayesville, Oh (419) 651-9639
Andrew Cordell, Marysville, Oh (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
James England, Columbus Oh             (614) 846-6654
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, Hillsboro, Oh             (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, Reynoldsburg, Oh        (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Wayne Mays, Hilliard, Oh                   (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Chris Oiler, Wheelersburg, Oh (740) 357-8340
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Russell Street, London, Oh (614) 440-0045
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, Carlisle, Oh                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, Lucasville, Oh (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, South Solon, Oh                   (937) 829-1723

Visit us on the web www.OhioFWB.org
or our Facebook Page

FWB Ministers



A Simple Way to Help our

Missions Account! 

As many of you know our account has taken a

significant hit over the last two years. In order

to be better stewards of the money we currently

have in our account we would like to begin e

mailing our newsletters to as many supporters

as possible. Email is FREE and there is NO

PRINT COST on our end! This has the potential

to save our account around $300/month! 

If you would be willing to switch to an all e

mail format please email me at

alightinerie@gmail.com and request to receive

our newsletter through email only. I will take

you off the “snailmail” list and put you on the

email list! For those of you who do not have e

mail or just prefer to have it mailed to you, you

do not have to do anything. We will continue to

mail you the monthly newsletter as we always

have.

Our goal is to go selfsupporting in 2020.

However, it is vitally important that you contin

ue to stand with us until we are able to reach

that goal. Thank you so much to everyone who

generously gives so we can continue to pro

claim the Gospel in Erie, Pa. Fruit has been

added to your account and lives have been

changed. We know God wants to do much more

here. Please continue to pray for us as we seek

to evangelize and disciple the Flagship City!  

Remember our vision to become a “Self

Supporting Church” during the year of 2020.

Please pray for us, stand with us and continue

supporting our account so we can focus our

attention on the ministry here! 

Jesus told us to GO and make disciples. At

Flagship 2019 is going to be the year that we do

our best to   create a Discipleship Culture. We

want our people to understand their responsibil

ity in sharing the Good News of Jesus with

their friends and family as well as teaching

them the things that Christ has taught us in

Scripture. Please pray with us that God would

enable us to create this culture in 2019 and

beyond!
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a
Financial Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

Ohio Youth

Conference

News

Greetings from the OYC

Board! We are here to serve

the State of Ohio’s youth and

youth leaders.  In our last

report, we let you know that

we have added a couple of

additional ways to connect

with everyone.  OYC is now

on Instagram (ohioyouth

conference) and our new gmail address is OhioYouthConference@gmail.com.  By

adding these tools to our Facebook page and Ambassador articles, we hope to keep

everyone informed about what we have planned for our state.

April 13  Plan on joining us at Heritage Free Will Baptist Church for the 2019 Ohio

CTS Ministry Expo as we prepare for the 2019 Vertical III Conference to be held in

Cincinnati! Entry deadline for the 2019 Ohio CTS Ministry Expo is March 16. Check

in will open at 9:00 am, with competition beginning at 10:00 am. Lunch will be pro

vided.

The 2019 V3 Theme: Identity (Ephesians 4:24)
Mail entries:

Deanna Price

2710 Dogwood Ridge Road 

Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

email entries: deanna.price@roadrunner.com

June 1  Ohio Youth Conference Free Will Baptist College Scholarship deadline.

Ohio student who have competed at the state level in age category D and are enrolled

in a Free Will Baptist college are eligible to apply for up to $1,000 in scholarship

money.  Details are on the application form.  The winner(s) will be announce at the

state meeting later in June.

June 21 – We are looking forward to another great State Meeting and our Friday

Evening Youth Service and activities to follow.  Tyler Penn, International

Missionary, will be with us as our special speaker.  Make plans now to join us for a

great time of worship and fellowship.

July 2124 – This year’s National Association of Free Will Baptists and the Vertical

III Conference will be held in Cincinnati!  We are excited to be hosting the V3

Conference, and will be looking for help accomplishing the tasks we have been given.

Please be in prayer for this year’s Conference speakers, including Ohio’s own Derreck

Lute! Derreck will be leading things off by speaking in the Sunday morning V3 serv

ice.  We look forward to a great convention.

Please do not hesitate to contact any board member with questions or concerns.  We

are here to serve you!

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the 

May-June Issue will be 
Noon, May 1st

BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM



Ohio To Host 
2019 National

Association 
July 21-24

Cincinnati, Ohio
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FREDDY DUTTON 
MINISTRIES

“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

We thank God each day for His special blessings on our lives!  In the midst of physical
challenges that accompany Parkinson's Disease each day, the Lord continues to touch,
strengthen and lead the way!  Each day, we are grateful and thankful for the Lord's
touch!  The Parkinson's Specialists who are working with me have confirmed that I
have had this disease for years.  There were very slow progressions that became recog
nizable approximately one year ago.  As we accept the limitations, we continue to learn
to adjust, cope and make daily adjustments.  The Lord has placed an excellent physical
therapist in my life, and these sessions have improved my stamina, balance, and well
being more than we could have ever anticipated.  God is so good to us!  We thank God
each day for each one of you that has prayed, supported and encouraged Terry and me
during this time of readjusting life.  

Since our last report, we thoroughly enjoyed being with Pastor Richard Burns and
the Hillsboro FWB Church for the annual Evangelist Day!  Hillsboro has invited us for
this Special Evangelist Day for the past 16 years!  They have shown such special love
and support to us and our ministry.  We are so thankful and grateful for these many
years of sharing with our friends at Hillsboro and we cherish these great times togeth
er!  Also, each Wednesday evening we have been privileged to work with the pastor at
the Wonderland Community Church, Dr. David VanHoose.  It is such a joy  to be
with these dear friends for their Wednesday Evening Bible Study.  We are enjoying a
wonderful time together studying God's Word!

Again, from the depths of our hearts, we thank you for your prayers, support and
encouragement!  We will not let disabilities prevent us from sharing God's Word
wherever we can do so!  Please continue to pray for us!  "We love you and thank God
for your love in return to us!"   

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other Special
Services, please contact me at the above address.

Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send
your email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.comYour help is needed!
*Hospitality Greeters
*Ushers
*Booth Workers
*Prayer Committee
*Youth Competition Judges
*Impact Cincinnati Workers

Please Contact the Ohio State
Office at 614/751-1190 for

more information



Friday Morning
Heritage FWB Church in Columbus, pastored by Dr. Tim Stout will be hosting this year’s

State Meeting June 2122nd.

Rev. Mark Price, pastor of the Porter FWB Church will be fulfilling his tenth term as

Moderator, and will be opening our 81st session on Friday morning, June 21st.

Harrison Pastor Mike Mounts and his wife Sandy will provide the special singing in the

Friday morning session.

Calvary FWB Pastor Rev. Mike Martin will be bringing the Friday morning message from

the theme “Standing As One”. The Friday morning message is on the subject, "Loving the
Same Lord”.

Pastor Mike has been the bivocational pastor at Calvary in Ravenna for 18 years. Mike likes

to say that he was “Free Will Baptist before he knew what a Free Will Baptist was!” He

learned about Free Will  Baptists from his first FWB pastor/mentor, the late Harvey J. Marlow,

who transitioned Calvary to Free Will Baptist in 1987. Mike is also the general manager at a

small machine shop in Macedonia where he has worked full time for 21 years. Through the

great sacrifice and support of his family, while pastoring and working, he took fulltime online

classes through Welch College and graduated with an associate's degree in pastoral ministry. 

Mike has been married to his high school sweetheart, Renee, for 20 years. They have three

children, Kaylee, Michael and Evan. 

The Ohio Women Active for Christ will be provid-
ing lunch on Friday on a free will offering basis.

Plan to spend the day with us.

Friday Afternoon
The Friday afternoon devotion will be given by Canaan Associate Pastor, Rev. Aaron

Justice.

Friday Evening
The Friday evening service will be led by Assistant Moderator Tom Dooley. Undivided from

the Canaan Land Church will be providing the special music.

National Association Moderator Dr. Tim York is scheduled to preach on the subject,

“Believing the Same Word”. 

Rev. Tim York began serving as pastor of Grove FWB Church in Smyrna, TN, in June 2010.

York has been a Field Representative for the FWB Foundation since 2016.  He graduated with

a B.S. degree and a Masters of Divinity from Liberty University. He is currently finishing a

Doctorate of Ministries from Liberty. York also studied at Welch College, TriState Bible

College (South Point, OH), Bethel Bible Institute (Paintsville, KY) and Emmanuel Baptist

University where he received his doctorate in theology. Tim is a former high school Bible

teacher for Lighthouse Christian School in Antioch, TN, and is currently an adjunct professor

at Welch College in Gallatin, TN.  

Tim, and his wife Phyllis (Fannin), have three children: Timothy, Anna, and Andy.  Timothy

and his wife, Amanda, are missionaries to Buffalo, New York. They have two sons, Bryson

and Haddon. Anna is the receptionist at the National Offices of Free Will Baptist and is mar

ried to Levi Fox. Andy is a copastor at the Grove Free Will Baptist Church.

Tim is currently the moderator of the National Association of Free Will Baptist, elected in

2003

That night we are planning to  receive the annual Friday Night Offering for Ohio State

Ministries.

Saturday Morning

On Saturday morning Rev. Kyle Chadwick, Associate Pastor of the North FWB Church will

bring the devotion.  

Bro. Bryon Justice, deacon at the Canaan FWB Church will provide the special singing.

Rev. Mark Bailey, pastor of the Mansfield Church will then preach the final message,

“Serving on the Same Team”.

Brother Mark was saved in 1978 and announced his call to the ministry in 1983. He began

his first pastorate in 1984 at the Faith Free Will Baptist Church in Logan, Ohio and is the cur

rent pastor of the Mansfield Free Will Baptist Church. 

Brother Bailey has served the Ohio Association on the OYC Board and as Assistant Clerk.

He is currently the Clerk of the CuyahogaLorain Conference.

He and his wife Susan have been married for 39 years and have two wonderful children

Brittany and Marcus as well as three granddaughters.

Brother Jacob Lute, Music Director from the Heritage Church will be leading the music and

Sister Tobiane Stout from the Heritage Church will be  the pianist.

Please mark your calenders and plan to attend our annual State Meeting. Come prepared to

be a blessing and to be blessed by attending. See you in June!
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Standing As One!
Preview of the 81st Ohio State Association Meeting

June 21-22nd at Heritage FWB Church, Columbus, Ohio

Ohio State Ministry Offering
50% to Ohio State Missions

40% to Ohio State Office
10% to Ohio State Youth

State Meeting Information including  *Hotels *Registration Forms *Program can be found at

www.OhioFWB.org

Annual $100.00 

Friday Night Offering, 

June 21st

Pastor
Mike

Martin

Dr. Tim
York

Pastor
Mark
Bailey



HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Hello from Heritage!  

We just wrapped up our 8th season of Upward

Basketball.  It’s been great to get to know so

many new faces and we pray that the ministry

has in some way reached others for Christ.  It

takes many volunteers and coaches for a suc

cessful Upward season and we are so thankful

for other churches that help us fill those posi

tions. 

Our annual homecoming service will be

Sunday,  April 7 at 10am.  Our former youth

pastor (20022010), Chris Mitchell, current

pastor at 1st FWB Church Amory in Amory,

Mississippi, will be our guest speaker.   A

potluck dinner will follow at Heritage Hall.

We always enjoy our preEaster and Easter

Services!  Thank God our Savior has risen!

On Sunday, April 28th, Dr. David Gibbs, Jr.

will be our guest speaker.  He will be speaking

at 9:30am during Sunday school and 10:30am at

our worship service.  We would love to have

you join us for this special service.

We have Bible Study each Wednesday at 11am

& 7pm.  Everyone welcome! Keep praying and

working for souls to be added to the kingdom of

God!

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

DAILYVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Hello from Waverly!

Our church has had two families come in to

our membership rolls. Steve Boyer and his wife,

Rebecca; Cody and Cristy Hubbard who tell us

they feel very welcome here. The Hubbards

bring with them three great boys.

Much work has been done to the interior of the

church by several men of the church.

The Master’s Men are preparing for their

annual men’s retreat at Shawnee Park in Scioto

County in May.

Also, the men are preparing to set up and sell

apple butter at Piketon’s Dogwood Festival the

last weekend of April. With the help of the

ladies many apples have been peeled and

cooked in preparation.

A spring revival is being planned but the date

is not set.

We have been blessed by the sermons of our

pastor and our spirits renewed.

May God bless.

Pete Dunn, Pastor

Jim Henry, Reporter

BLACKFORK (LAWRENCE)

Greetings from Blackfork Church. Hope you

all are well and staying dry.

Blackfork is still without a pastor. We desire

your prayers that God will send us the right man

to pastor our church. In the meantime, we

would like to thank all the preachers who have

taken the time to come preach for us. Brothers

Mike Bevins, Paul Bartrum, Steven Blagg,

Billy McFann, Allen Simpson and George

Cade, we love you all!

Prayers have been answered. After hip surgery,

Bro. Dale Henson will be back to preach for us

in March.  We are looking forward to seeing and

hearing him again.

“For the mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but my kindness shall not depart
from thee, neither shall the covenant of my
peace be removed, saith the LORD that  hath
mercy on thee.” Isaiah 54:10

Joyce Ann Kiser, Reporter

REYNOLDSBURG (FRANKLIN)

God tells us in John 14 that He has gone to pre

pare a place for us to be with Him one day.  Our

church is so thankful for this promise after los

ing a dear member of our church, Dottie

Brazzell.  While we are sad in our hearts, we

must rejoice in our souls.  We will see Dottie

again and we are grateful.  

The Franklin Conference Missions Conference

will be at our church March 89th. Donald and

Ruth McDonald will be speaking. 

The annual Violet Maynard Songfest will be

April 13th. We are looking forward to Easter

season.  We will again have the Mega Easter

egg hunt for the community of Reynoldsburg on

April 20th. We pray to reach parents and chil

dren for Jesus with this event. 

We started a ladies Bible study video series on

Thursday evenings at 7pm.  We are studying the

letters of 1st, 2nd and 3rd John.  Come join us.

We are praying for our nation and the recent

legislative decisions made.  Spring is about new

growth and fresh beginnings; let this be a time

to dive into Scripture and serve Him with a

fresh, new zeal. Challenge each other to read

the Bible more, attend Sunday School as a fam

ily and encourage one another.  

Jerry Sargent, Pastor

Kim Wiley, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

Greetings in the Name of the Lord!

I read today “The Holy Spirit can do more in a

minute than we can do ourselves in a lifetime.”

Our Sunday morning prayer requests were filled

with so much sickness and sorrow, as I’m sure

many churches face. Let’s continue to uplift

everyone daily.

We held our Sweetheart dinner at Cappy’s

Pizza in London on March 2nd.  The men had to

write a song, poem or letter to their wives.  A

great time was had by all.

Vacation Bible School will be here before you

know it.  This year’s theme is “Giddyup
Junction.” This should be a great time for our

kids.  I do find it harder and harder to find KJ

versions of Vacation Bible School.  Our first

meeting will be March 12th.  Bible school will

be held in June, date to be set at our first meet

ing.

We are planning a “Women’s Retreat Day” on

Saturday, March 23th from 9:30am to 3:00pm.

The word “retreat” means to withdraw or move

back. But on this day we hope to move forward

with “Women of Faith”. I have asked three

young ladies to speak about “Women of Faith”,

which they have admired and obtained strength

from in the Bible that has helped them in their

Christian walk.

Sunday, August 11th will be our 40th home

coming at Antioch. Our pastor will be doing the

morning message and we hope to see lots of

faces from the past.

At this writing our daughter Angie who sings

with us, The Blankenships was hit by a car

while crossing a parking lot.       She has bruis

es and bumps, and has a broken foot.       An

MRI will be done soon to see if surgery is need

ed.    Please pray with us that God will inter

vene.

God bless till next time.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship Reporter
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2019 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and pedal
boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said he wished

other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 
Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966

or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2019 Camps
July 7–12: Sr. Co-ed Camp (Ages 13-20 boys/girls)       July 14-19: Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 8-13)      

July 21-26: Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 8-13)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy winter from United FWB Church in

Massillon. We are sure everyone is looking for

ward to spring and better weather.

We have had a lot of sickness in the church and

are looking forward to the warmer weather and

health. We ask you to pray for our sick as we

have many serious health issues along with the

normal flue season. 

Our church motto for this year as we just had

our year end business meeting and election of

officers for 2019 is “Be all you can be for God
in 2019”.
We had youth Sunday on February 3rd and our

youth were used in many ways in the morning

service, they are our future and they did a great

job with everything. 

We are planning many outreach programs for

the year to bring people to Jesus and to our

church, hence the motto from above, Psalms

122:1  “I was glad when they said unto me let
us go into the house of the Lord.” 
We look forward to Easter service and the

Sunday School youth as they prepare for the

Easter programs.

Continue to be in prayer for us as we look to

the Lord for guidance on a larger church build

ing as we are in need and all else that he has in

store for our church here in Massillon.

God bless and happy Easter!

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Faye Griffith , Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings to the Association and a special

“Thank you” to the Franklin Conference for the

help they have extended to our very small

church.

It does seem to be difficult to keep everyone

well at the same time, there are so many things

that happen in everyday life.  

I have no special announcements to make, but

I can report on Sister Linda Pinkerton's stay in

the hospital for about five days.   Our S.S.

teacher, Woodward 'Woody', Bailey has been ill

with that winter bug everyone seems to be pick

ing up.   Our 91 year old member, Goldie

Luxner, has been staying in due to the weather

and the bitter cold.  It's hard on our elderly peo

ple.  We cherish Goldie's life and her Christian

walk with God.

I want to mention our special trooper, Shirley

Eckart, who is going through an illness no one

wants to have.  She attends church as if nothing

is wrong, and when asked how she is doing, she

replies, "OK".

Our pastor, Bro. Joe Pinkerton, has been able

to serve in the pulpit some and we thank Bro.

Ed Crone for helping him with his preaching.

Bro. Crone is the pastor for a church in

Hillsboro also and this is double duty work for

him.  He has some difficulty with his knee that

the doctors cannot seem to repair.  It must be

hard for him.  

I think that if everyone would say a special

prayer for all of us at the Beech Grove Church,

it would be appreciated.

Sincerely.

Joseph Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter

ISLAND ROAD (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

I must begin with an apology to my church

family as over the past year I have neglected my

duty as reporter for the Ambassador. I will, with

God’s help and strength, try to do much better. 

This winter has seemed so long, yet God has

blessed our church in many ways. We haven’t

had to cancel as many services as we did last

year. Our  pastor, Earl Coleman, has been

doing much better healthwise than he was this

time last year and our membership and congre

gation attendance has increased in the past year. 

We are very thankful that Bro. Paul Daniels is

still our dedicated monthly guest preacher. He

comes out to Grafton on the second Sunday of

each month to honor his commitment, Lord

willing. Please pray for him and his family.

Thank you! 

Brother and Sister Bill and Jewell Alford have

been visiting with us  and Bro. Bill preaches for

us quite often. He always brings the good word

with truth and grace. They are such wonderful

blessing to our church. We thank God for them

and love them so!

Brother Danny Carey  announced his calling

as deacon in December 2017. After being set

aside for a year he is ready to be ordained. This

will take place at the next conference in April

2019. Bro. Danny has been at our church since

April 1985 and he is dearly loved and appreci

ated. We are all very proud of him. 

Jesus is blessing our church as we are looking

for His return any day.  Even so, come Lord

Jesus.  

Earl Coleman, Pastor 

Audrey Carey, Reporter 

COALTON (JACKSON)

Greetings to all our brothers and sisters in

Christ.  

In January, after a Sunday evening service, we

were holding our annual business meeting

where we elect officers; when a family returned

to church as their daughter wanted to accept the

Lord into her life.  What a time of rejoicing we

had!  We also rejoiced at the good news of a lost

soul saved after funeral services.  He returned

the following week and was baptized.  God can

save lost souls anytime and anywhere!  

We also rejoiced as Bro. Rich Bishop took

membership with our congregation.  He is a

blessing to our congregation.  

The youth held special services and a fun night

in February.  They had a good time of fellow

ship.  We continue with the nursing home min

istry and it is uplifting to see the residents take

part in the services. 

Please continue to remember our church that

we will be a beacon to the lost, always showing

God’s light.  God bless you all!

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter  

REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

We had a busy winter (so busy I forgot to write

the last Ambassador article!)!  We had 76 in

attendance at our Christmas dinner and had a

truly wonderful time.  Pastor Mike and Tomi’s

children and grandchildren catered the event

and the food was wonderful as was the enter

tainment by the Victory Trio!

Our calendar is getting full again and we are so

thankful for it.  Please be in prayer for the

revival with Rev. Tim Stout which will be held

May 5th at 6:00, May 6th and 7th at 7:00pm.

We will have special singers each night.  Please

plan on being in attendance and getting revived!

And remember to invite a friend.  We need to

stay focused on reaching a lost and dying world.

We are looking forward to the convention to be

held in Cincinnati in July.  I, personally, have

never been to one but have heard how wonder

ful they are and I am hoping to meet a lot of new

people and see a lot of faces I know.  

Please mark your calendars now and plan on

being with us on October 6th at 4:00pm. when

the Dumplin Valley Trio will be in concert with

us.  We have also scheduled a revival with Rev.

Edwin Hayes on November 2426th.

If you are ever in our neighborhood, please stop

in to say hello.  We’d love to see you!

Michael Baldwin, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter
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“It is finished:”
John 19:30

Thought for the Month

NORTHERN OHIO YOUTH CAMP NEWS

Spring Youth Rally

The Northern Ohio Youth Camp is right around the corner from one of our biggest events of the

year. On April 13 at 1pm, the NOYC will hold our Spring Youth Rally at the Impact Worship

Center in Mansfield, Ohio. This event has been coined “A full camp experience, all in one day”
and it certainly lives up to this title with a day filled with favorite events from our summer

youth camp. The day will kick off with sports and games along with prayer stations, a Nerf war,

photo booth, and much more followed by a MinutetoWinIt competition and wacky competi

tions. Throughout the day, teams will compete for points to win a pizza/candy party for their

youth group.  After dinner is served, a true camp experience will take place through a NOYC

worship service. As if this day were not exciting enough, during our Spring Youth Rally we will

be announcing the muchanticipated 2019 theme for our camp.

This FREE event is fun for all ages, youth groups, individuals, and entire congregations.

Whether you’ve attended the NOYC before, want to know more about the Northern Ohio

Camp, or just want to enjoy a day of fun, the Spring Youth Rally is an event you don’t want to

miss. All are welcome!  More information for the Spring Youth Rally 2019 and the Northern

Ohio Youth Camp is available at our website (www.thenoyc.com) and on our Facebook page

(search "@thenoyc").  Any questions or comments are also welcomed by contacting Director

Garry Sorrell at 4196805520.

2019 Camp Registration

The year 2019 will mark a very significant year for the Northern Ohio Youth Camp as we cele

brate 10 years of ministry. Over the past decade, the NOYC has seen countless lives saved,

changed, and set ablaze for God. In 2018 alone, we witnessed God’s mighty hand at work as

300+ joined us for a week of summer camp where 30+ souls were saved, 6 young men called to

preach the gospel, countless lives were surrendered to Christ, and a revival began among a gen

eration. Each year over the last decade the Lord has been faithful in doing amazing things in the

lives of both the youth and adults who attend the Northern Ohio Youth Camp.

We would be honored to have youth groups, pastors, youth leaders, and individuals join us for

our 10th year of summer camp in 2019. A week of camp includes daily fun through sports,

wacky games and competitions, prayer stations, devotions, great meals, and a camp worship

experience like none other. At the NOYC all ages will be challenged to walk closer to Christ as

well as enjoy a week of crazy fun!

The registration deadline to attend the NOYC 2019 camp is May 19, 2019. Registration

forms can be completed online or downloaded from our website www.thenoyc.com or by

requesting a form by phone (4192714788) or email (fwb.youthcamp@yahoo.com).

2019 Ohio Truth

and Peace Participants 

Jewelia Van Keuren,

Heritage FWB

Baylee Trimble, 

Heritage FWB
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World Mission Offering
The Internation Mission Department’s World Mission Offering is coming up very soon.

The offering is to be received on Sunday, April 28th.  All Ohio Free Will Baptists are

encouraged to participate.  You will see below what the WMO Offering is used for.

•The World Missions Offering empowers our partners to further the kingdom through

evangelism, Bible training, pastoral classes, church planting, crosscultural missions,

youth camps, construction projects, medical missions, AIDS prevention, and online

resources in four languages. 

•Church Planting, humanitarian aid and leadership training are a thriving in Brazil,

Cuba, India, Nepal, Central Asia, Cote D’Ivoire, Turkey, Uruguay, Ghana, Russia, and

Panama because of the WMO.  

•Some of these countries are now sending out missionaries of their own.  (i.e. Brazil,

Cuba and Cote D’Ivoire)

•We cannot abandon these works!  We stand to lose all of the momentum we have

worked so hard to gain. The great missionaries of the past have dreamed of these

moments.  We will not abandon our friends. 

• I am happy to say, for the third year in a row, the world missions offering has help in

correcting deficit accounts.  This may not always be the case, but this year we are again

celebrating how the WMO has blessed our missionaries.

•What opportunities await us with a stronger commitment to the WMO?  My goal is for

the WMO to reach 1 million dollars in 5 years. I know, it is almost crazy to think about

isn’t it?  But the stakes are too high not to dream big!  

What would we do with 1 million dollars? In addition to the current partnerships and

ministries already benefiting from the WMO we could: 

•plant more churches in Brazil, Panama, Cuba, India, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, and

Central Asia.  By the way, Burkina Faso is 56% Muslim and has 27 different

unreached people groups. 

•aid churches in poorest parts of the world in building permanent meeting places. 

•distribute more bible kits to Muslim families in Central Asia.  Imagine, putting more

bibles in the hands of Muslim families!

•open up completely new fields among unreached frontier people group in Central Asia. 

And much much more!…. These are only a few examples. 

IM Prayer Needs
The Hanna Project: Pray for workers in France and Spain as they work with immi

grants, living out their faith as they meet physical and educational needs. Ask God to

provide their every need and to fill them with wisdom, love, mercy, and grace.

Persecution: United Arab Emirates, an Islamic state, ranks number 45 on Open Doors

2019 World Watch List. All citizens are categorized as Muslim and conversion to

Christianity is punishable by death. Most Christians are expatriates and the law pro

hibits evangelization. Those who convert from Islam frequently hide their faith or flee

to other countries. Pray for God to provide ways to evangelize through technology, in

spite of governmentrun Internet blocking Christian sites. Pray for courage for converts

afraid to reveal their faith.

Mission Family: Pray for the family of Rob Conley, IM's CFO, as they mourn the

passing of his father Mendon Conley. Ask God to provide comfort, peace, and hope.

Cuba: Approximately 500 Cuban Free Will Baptists attended their annual convention

on February 2123. In addition to worship, business, and events tailored to specific

demographics, the seminary held a graduation ceremony for seven students (three

receiving an AA in Bible and ministry; four receiving a BA). Praise God for all He is

accomplishing in Cuba.

France: Pray for Becky Riggs as she returns to the States today, February 27, for fol

lowup medical visits. Ask God to give her doctor wisdom. Pray she will enjoy time

with daughters Laura and Johanna while stateside. Praise God for two new families

who attended the Châteaubriant worship service this past Sunday. Ask God to give

Steve strength and peace while Becky is away.

Bulgaria: Josh and Lydia Provow ministered to 19yearold Turk, orphaned at age

three, over the last week under remarkable, Godled circumstances. Pray this young

man will allow the unconditional love of God and the truths of His Word to penetrate

through his hurt, disappointment, and distrust. Ask God to help him find employment.

Pray God will give Josh and Lydia wisdom and guidance as they depend on the Holy

Spirit.

Japan: Daniel and Kate Speer and their daughters Audrey and Analeigh departed early

yesterday, February 26, for ministry in Tokyo, Japan. They arrived this morning. Ask

God to help them all as they recover from the long journey, look for housing, and com

plete all the requirements for living in Japan.

India: Pray for the leaders of India and Pakistan as they consider allout war after

India’s retaliatory strike (a suicide bomb in Kashmir on February 14 killed at least 40

paramilitary police) on Tuesday, February 26. Ask God to give Christians in both coun

tries spirits of peace and grace. Pray God will use this for good, opening opportunities

for the gospel to spread.

France: Around this time last year, the St. Sebastién church officially installed a church

council of four men and their wives (Jonathan and Michelle, Guillaume and Kathleen,

Clément and Esther, and Michael and Coralie) to lead the congregation. Continue to

pray for these families as they seek God’s guidance for themselves and the church. Ask

God to grant wisdom, harmony, flexibility, and grace as they work together for the

growth of God’s Kingdom.

Samburu: Praise God for all He is doing among the Samburu! Eddy Simmons reports

Jackson and Eunice, their Samburu coworkers, led 14 women, four teens, and one man

to the Lord on Saturday, February 23. This new area first received the gospel message

earlier in the week. Ask God to use these new believers to establish a strong, biblically

sound church. Also, the translation of key Old Testament passages is moving forward

with the hiring of a Samburu translator. Pray for wisdom as the Simmons work with

this man to deliver God’s Word to the Samburu in their heart language. Pray also for

Eddy’s health as he continues to recover from surgery.

Bulgaria: Pray for good results as Jonathan and Amy hosted an English game night at a

Pleven coffee shop on Saturday, March 2. Ask God to provide new contacts interested

in participating in future activities and with hearts prepared to hear the gospel.      

Mission Family: Pray for former missionaries struggling with a variety of health prob

lems: Sue Aycock (Brazil), Florine Coscia (Brazil), Cathy Crawford (France), Ledgel

and Sharon Ferguson (Ivory Coast and France), Howard (Howdy) Filkins (Ivory

Coast), Mirial Gainer (Japan), Joe Haas (France), Lloyd Plunkett (Côte d’Ivoire),

Bessie Richards (Ivory Coast), Amy Robinson (Uruguay), and Don Robirds (Brazil,

IM office). Also, pray Theo Lytle (fourmonthold grandson of Steve and Judy Lytle—

Panama). 

International

Mission News

Sunday, April 28, 2019
Please pray and give to the

World Mission Offering!



Lighthouse FWB Pastor Bobby Courtney has

taken two falls.  He is now under treatment.

Barb Shaw, a member of the Fairview FWB

Church has been very ill and in need of prayer.

Nancy Reiber, Ambassador reporter for the

Lighthouse Church had surgery February 6th.

She is now home recovering.

Pat Booth, wife of Gahanna Pastor Curtis

Booth had an emergency hip replacement on

February 17th at Mt. Carmel Hospital. She is

doing well.  

Gahanna Pastor Curtis Booth had back sur

gery February 28th at Riverside Hospital.  Do

remember the Booth family and the Gahanna

Church in prayer.

Chuck Walraven, a member of the Gahanna

Church had open heart surgery at Mt. Carmel

East Hospital in Columbus in January. He is

now home recovering.

International Missionary Cathy Crawford is

still under Hospice Care.

Rev. Jim England, a member of the

Westerville Church is home recovering after

surgery.

Heritage Pastor Tim Stout has been dealing

with a wound on his foot for some time. This

has forced him to use a scooter to get around. It

does appear that his foot is improving.

Jerry Springer, a member of the Westerville

Church was admitted to St. Anns Hospital

February 7th with congestive heart failure. He

has been released and is now home.

North FWB Bill Chadwick and his wife

Sarah had a car accident on February 9th. Their

car was totaled. They were released after spend

ing a short time at the hospital.

BLOOM (PINE CREEK)

We are praising God for souls saved and reded

icated in our church. Thankful for our revival in

November with Bro. Edwin Hayes with

singing by The Case Family, John

Thornsberry Trio and Good News Trio.  The

seed was sown and we are reaping the harvest of

many prayers, and planning to schedule revival

this spring as the Lord leads. 

We also enjoyed having Bro. Jim Cremeans

and wife with us on our Old Fashioned Day. 

Bro. Paul Oppy, former pastor and longtime

member of our church family went to be with

the Lord Nov. 16th. His many years preaching,

singing, and dedication to our Pine Creek

Conference was special. During his “Going

Home" service at Bloom, Bro. Allen Harner

played on the piano one of his favorite songs

"Life's Railway to Heaven", and continues to

play it often in our services which keeps his

memory in our hearts with a smile!!

Our church family welcomes two new babies;

Keith and Johnda's new son Brantley, and

Candace's new daughter, both grandchildren of

Lynda and Johnny Collins.  

Our youth have been blessing us with their

singing, and they hosted a Valentines dinner for

our church recently.  The Bell Choir was beau

tiful during the holiday services, and Bethany

Allen and friend played their cello's for us

which was extra special.  

Pray for youth pastor Shawn and Kellie

Campbell and all the youth leaders as they

teach over 50 kids in our church families to be

dedicated to God and His service!

Pastor Kenny began our New Year with Psalm

51:12 "restore unto me the joy of thy salvation",
and Bro. Allen Harner, Associate Pastor has

been preaching and teaching from Revelation

these past months.  We are praying it will

inspire us to reach out to souls and win them to

Jesus! 

Come and be with us as we continue to preach,

pray, sing and shout the Old time Way at

Bloom!

Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

Diana Claxon Stonerock, Reporter

MOUNT HOPE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Mount Hope FWB Church.

We are thankful for the spirit of God that we

have in our hearts!   Our services have been

such a blessing.

Please continue to remember our church mem

bers who are sick in your prayers—Sister Gwen

Cooper, Sister Flo Loop, Sister Sonja Smith,

Brother Bob Branningan and Sister Betty Yates.

We miss our church family when they are sick

and unable to come.

Our church services are Sunday morning at

9:30am. and Sunday evening at 6:00pm.  We

have Bible study and youth group on

Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.  Our homecom

ing is October 6th and we will have The Bakers

singing for us.   More information will be given

in the next report.

We thank God for all He has done for us.  

Until the next time, may the Lord keep you and

bless you.

Gary Selby, Pastor 

Karen Charles, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“Sing praises unto the LORD, which
dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people
his doings.” Psalm 9:11

Our attendance has been up and down due

to sickness and bad weather. We feel nor

mal days are just ahead. God is still bless

ing our services. Worship is something spe

cial to God’s people.

Andrew Cordell has been teaching the

adult Sunday school class. He has been

doing a wonderful job explaining God’s

word.

March 17th in the 11am service God’s

Messengers will be singing. They are

always a blessing to our service.

April 19th at 7pm we are having com

munion and feetwashing service. This is a

good time of the year to remember our

Lord.

Paul Bogenrife, Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 15

Hospital
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for

Christ State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars... 

2019 Missions Event We are excited to announce we will be cohosting a missions

event with the Franklin Conference March 9, 2019 at Reynoldsburg Free Will Baptist

Church.  During this event you can expect the unexpected this won’t be a typical

service.  You CAN expect God to move, to have a great time and to learn more about

what God has been doing through our special speakers Donnie and Ruth McDonald.

Plan to join us on 10am at Reynoldsburg on March 9.  There will also be a youth

event the night before so be sure to bring your kids and teens out!

Women’s Days Events I am really excited about our Women’s Days Events this

year.  We will be hosting these events in Northern and Central Ohio this year.  Our

Central Ohio event will be held on Saturday April 27th, 2019 at Canaan Land Free

Will Baptist Church in Grove City, OH from 9:30am2:30pm.  Our Northern Ohio

event will be held on Saturday May 4th, 2019 at Compassion Free Will Baptist

Church in Ashland, OH from 9:30am2:30pm. We are doing things a little different

this year.  Each lady will be able to attend 2 classes in the morning and 2 classes in

the afternoon allowing them to hear more of what God has to say through our speak

ers.  The topics will be:  Why do bad things happen, Discouragement in Ministry,
Godly Counsel, The Fruit of the Spirit, Card Making and Say Yes to God! My prayer

is that you can join us!

Looking Forward…

2019 is a big year for OWAC.  As you’re planning your calendar this year please plan

to be with us at our state meeting this year on June 20, 2019 at Heritage Free Will

Baptist Church.

Have you ever considered being an Ohio Women Active for Christ State Board

member? We are currently filling some positions for the upcoming elections.  If you

are interested in the office of President you will need to answer the following ques

tions and send them to the head of the nominating committee Rae Ann Mahaney at

ramahaney59@gmail.com.  Please note you must be a member of OWAC to apply.

1. As a candidate for President, what qualifications do you possess that will assist

you in the position?

2. How will you lead OWAC into the future as it applies to sharing OWAC’s mission

and purpose with FWB churches across the state, and by looking for ways to involve

our young members?

3. Are there any current issues that may prevent you from fulfilling your duties as

President?

4. Since WNAC is a national department, we are the women’s ministry department

for ALL women in FWB, not just the paying members of WNAC.  How will you

work to bridge the gap between the active members and the women who are not

involved but attend a FWB church?

Your OWAC board also covets your prayers in two areas:

1. Would you be in prayer for our 2019 National Association of Free Will Baptists?

It returns to OH this year.  Pray that we can be a light to Cincinnati.  Pray that we

would strive to God’s business. Lastly will you pray that we as women can set an

example to help our young women to be servants after His own heart?

2. Would you be in prayer about how your women’s group might be able to con

tribute to the OWAC state project this year?  If you would like to know more about

our state project please contact me at the email below and I will be happy to get your

group more information.

Your sister in Christ,

Jessica Musetti, OWAC Secretary

Jessicamusetti2@gmail.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Update
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Jose Luis Rodriguez to Start New Hispanic

Training Institute at Welch College

Miami Pastor Jose Luis Rodriguez has been tapped to start

a new Hispanic training institute at Welch College, according

to Welch Provost Matthew McAffee. 

“Jose Rodriguez, senior pastor of Ebenezer Free Will Baptist

Church in Miami for almost two decades, is the foremost

leader of the Hispanic Free Will Baptist movement in this

country,” McAffee said. “We want to redouble our commitment to Hispanic theological education

among Free Will Baptists, and Mr. Rodriguez is just the person to make it happen.”

Rodriguez, pastor of Ebenezer Free Will Baptist Church in Miami, Florida, since 2001, graduated

from Welch with a B.A. in pastoral training in 1994. During his time in college, he ministered in

Hispanic church planting among Free Will Baptists in Middle Tennessee. After graduation, he

worked in planting the Renacer Free Will Baptist Church in the Miami area until reaching self

supporting status in 2000.

A native of Cuba who has also lived in Panama, Rodriguez holds the M.A. in theological studies

from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and the M.Div. equivalent from New Orleans Baptist

Theological Seminary, where he is completing his D.Min. degree.

“There is no more respected minister in our movement than Jose Rodriguez,” said Welch

President Matt Pinson. “He brings an unparalleled zeal for evangelism together with a keen theo

logical appetite, a striking expository pulpit ministry, and the proven ability to build and grow a

church in a challenging urban environment. His success in urban and intercultural ministry will

prove very beneficial to our program here at Welch, and he will allow us to begin building a

needed, regionally accredited Hispanic educational effort in our denomination.”

McAffee said, “Mr. Rodriguez will begin his duties next summer. His main task will be to help us

formulate a strategy for Hispanic theological education, which includes fundraising, but he will

also teach Bible and ministry courses and engage in other administrative responsibilities.”

Rodriguez has been married to his wife Maday, a senior accountant for Blue Cross Blue Shield of

Florida, for 23 years. They have two sons, Samuel, a senior in high school, and Daniel, a sopho

more.

For more information about Welch College’s associate’s, bachelor’s, and master’s degrees in the

ology and ministry, visit welch.edu or email recruit@welch.edu.

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals 
and campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795 

Mike Blanton and
Evidence

available to sing at your
church!

WORK BEGINS AT FAMILY

MINISTRIES’ MATERNITY

HOME!

Windows are being installed and block is

being laid at the building that soon will

become Honeysuckle Studios, Free Will

Baptist Family Ministries’ Maternity

Home.

This building is located right next door to the “Hope Center”, our crisis pregnancy

center in Greeneville, Tennessee.

When opened, the maternity home will join Family Ministries’ crisis pregnancy divi

sion, which includes the Hope Center in Greeneville, and the Door Of Hope in

Erwin, Tennessee. 

Take a strong stand in support of prolife values by making a contribution to this

much needed project by clicking on the link below. Thanks in advance!

https://www.fwbfm.com/getinvolved/donate/

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings. 

Our pastor, Bro. Allen Simpson and

assistant pastor, Bro. Danny Boggs have

been preaching some wonderful spirit

filled sermons. We’ve been having some

great services in the Lord and enjoying His

many blessings.

Bro. Tim Simpson preached on Jan. 26th

from Zeph. 1:1214. His topic was on the

“Impurities in our Lives.”
Feb 23rd Bro. Billy McFann preached

from Zeph 1:1418. His topic was, “The
Great Day of the Lord.” Bro. Billy’s chil

dren also sang for us. They do a great job

and are such a blessing.
We’re thankful for all our visitors. We love

each one.

Until next time, may God bless you.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter

WOODSTOCK (CENTRAL OHIO)

End of February! Spring can’t be far behind.

Everyone says for spring to hurry.  They are

tired of winter, including me. But I was thinking

the other day about how God forms everything,

even the seasons. Each season has a purpose

such as killing unwanted insects in winter,

spring starts all the beautiful plants, etc. Only

our Heavenly Father could design all of this. Do

we stop and give Him credit for all things? We

wouldn’t get our next breath if He didn’t give it

to us. God is so good to us.

We are trusting Him to send us a pastor. Please

pray with us. We thank all the ministers that are

helping us.

We have had some sickness in our church

folks, Sister Mary James and Sister Jane Wells

at the present time could use some prayers. 

Keep doing the Father’s will until Jesus

comes!

Virginia Jones, Reporter

PORTER (PORTER)

Greetings from Porter FWB Church! We begin

2019 with enthusiasm to serve and learn about

our Lord. We had several men attend the Ohio

Men’s Retreat this January. We always enjoy

hearing the way that this gathering renews the

spirit of those men that attend.

In January, we had Josh and Kimberly

Hampton with us. They shared with us about

their church planting, along with Josh’s parents,

Clayton and Tammy Hampton, in Missoula,

MT.

Sunday evening services in February have

been small group meetings in our fellowship

building. The three groups are Creation led by

Tim Cassity, Christ through the Old Testament
led by Mark Price, and Bible Study Basics led

by Derreck Lute. Everyone really appreciates

the hard work that goes into preparing for these

classes, and we enjoy learning in this different

setting.

In February, we had Robert Legg, Field

Representative with FWB Family Ministries,

with us in our morning service. He spoke to us

about their residential care programs as well as

the Hope Center which ministers to needs of

women facing a crisis pregnancies. We were

able to supply them with some items that were

on their list of needs as well as an offering to

help purchase needed items.

On February 28, we will begin offering Dave

Ramsey’s “Financial Peace University.” This

program gives participants a plan to takes con

trol of their money and to use the resources that

God blesses with in a responsible manner.

Please contact Derreck Lute for more informa

tion.

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

MADISON (PORTER)

These first two months of the year, have been

filled with bad weather, illness and surgeries

throughout this time. The devil has tried to reek

havoc on our congregation, however it hasn't

worked. We know that God is with us always as

we have seen with all of the things our church

family has faced so far this year. 

Sister Tonya Lykins had surgery and some fol

lowing complications. God was there through it

all. Our prayer warriors got prayer chains going

and she is on her way to recovery. Praise the

Lord! 

Sister Emma Stevens had shoulder surgery,

and she is recovering. Prayers were sent up and

answered for her also. Praise the Lord for that. 

Our congregation had some illness and weath

er issues, however we prevailed with God's

never ending presence and grace. We will con

tinue to do.

We never want to forget His power and love

for us. 

God bless!

Rodney Evans, Pastor

Tammy Martin, Reporter

Co-op Supports ALL Our Ministries!



WAKEFIELD (PORTER)

Greetings from our little country church; small

in number but big in love. 

We were glad to have Dorsey Arps back with

us from Texas after being down there to help

care for her sister’s husband. He passed away;

so families who lost loved ones need to be lift

ed up in prayer. 

January 15th Bro. Lowell preached at the

Henley Church for Bro. Jr. Wiley.

We had no morning or evening service on

January 20th due to icy road conditions. 

It's good to report some exciting good news.

On January 23rd Duke Alley and his son got

saved and Duke's wife renewed! That's always

like a shot in the arm for any church. More good

news on February 13th Duke's sister got saved!

The new converts have been so faithful, with

the son only missing one service since they

came to the Lord. It's so good for them and such

an encouragement to the church. 

Monica Chapman's mother and Janey

Howard's sister have finished their chemo treat

ments for cancer. Sister Sharon Mullett is still in

a rehab facility after breaking her ankle badly in

December. She wants so to come home. At this

writing our Pastor's wife Disa is in the hospital

after having an attack of Afib. Remember her

and the others who have had illnesses or infir

mities. Prayer does help. 

May God bless our sister churches and pastors.

They have a big responsibility tending to their

flocks.

Lowell King, Pastor

Barb Conley, Reporter

HIGH STREET (NORTH & WESTERN)

We have had a heavy start to the year with first

losing our deacon, Bro. Kenny Hopson and

shortly after our Pastor James K. Webb. Both

men went home to be with our Lord and will be

greatly missed, but their legacy will still live on

through our church reaching out to brothers and

sisters, the lost, and those in need.  They both

had a heart for the lost, broken, and hurting.  I

don’t think there was ever a time that Pastor Jim

did not talk about Christ and His saving power

and Bro. Kenny always had a helping hand and

kind words to everyone he met and knew.  Some

of our members want to share their memories of

both these men who have gone on to glory. 

In the words of Sis. Brenda Webb, Pastor

Webb’s wife: “Jim preached and lived God's

promise to supply all our needs. We all have

'special requests' in this life and Jim’s was to not

suffer a long passing nor be confined in a nurs

ing home. The extreme stroke he suffered the

evening of Jan. 9 would have confined him in a

nursing home. In God's loving kindness He

honored His servant's request in the early hours

of Jan. 14. I praise God for our 53 years of mar

riage and for honoring my husband's special

request. As Jim often shouted 'Well glory!’”

Sister Rachel Tidd said: “Pastor Jim Webb

and Deacon Kenny Hopson meant the world to

me, the backbone of our church, loving teaching

and mentoring.”

Sister Nancy Reichenbach stated: “I just

thought the world of both of those men and I

thought that they were excellent teachers and I

would do anything to hear another message

from both of them.”

Pastor Bill Wolford said: “Bro. Kenny

Hopson was a humbled servant of God first and

will be greatly missed.  Pastor Jim Webb gave

ALL for the church. His preaching and instruc

tion will be greatly missed. His life he lived for

Christ will be an example to all.  I am sure he is

singing with the angels.” 

Pastor Bill would also like for everyone read

ing this to say a prayer for our church and that

God will move us forward through this hard

time in our lives.  

These men were beacons of light to us  always

pushing us to be more of who Christ has called

us to be.  We covet your prayers as we all walk

through this season in our lives at High Street.

Bill Wolford, Pastor

Wendy Wolford, Reporter 

SCIOTODALE (PINE CREEK)

Winter has been a busy time for us. In

December our Church Christmas Dinner was a

great time of fellowship.  

The young adults also had their own Christmas

Party.  Our Christmas Cantata, “Take me back to 
Bethlehem” was such a blessing. Christmas car

oling is always a blessing  for our shutins. 

We worshiped Jesus Christ with our annual

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

In January we had 12 couples sign up for a one

year journey in the Sacred Marriage 52 week

Devotional Group. This group will grow their

relationship with God and each other.

Jan. 27th we had a guest preacher from

Southeastern College, Caleb Griffey.

Several men from the church attended the

Ohio Men’s Retreat and this is always a bless

ing to all that attend. 

Sciotodale hosted the Pine Creek Conference

Feb. 9th. Preaching was by Michael Sammons

and special singing by his son, Travis

Sammons. A fellowship meal was provided.

Our Women’s Book Club is continuing in 2019.

This is a great way for the ladies to get to know

one another better, have refreshments, and dis

cuss the book together. The book for March is a

true story, “Unplanned.” The dramatic true

story of a former Planned Parenthood leader’s

eyeopening journey across the life line. 

Spring is coming and we have already begun

our cantata practice for Easter

It is almost time to spring forward on daylight

savings time.

Wishing that the spring blooms your each day

with happiness. Happy spring!

Aaron Reed, Pastor

Debbie Hawes, Reporter

NEWARK (FRANKLIN)

Greetings from the Newark FWB Church.

Since our last report God has blessed our

church. We have had taken in five new mem

bers. We want to give a great big welcome to

Don and Nancy Cleary, Allison Hughes, Rachel

Bryant and Olivia Bryant. Pray that God would

bless them give them the wisdom the strength

and the help that they need is they continue to

grow in the Lord.

Please continue to keep our church in prayer as

we continue to look for a pastor to lead our

church in the right direction  Isaiah 40:31  “But
they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.”
On Easter Sunday at 7am we are having a sun

rise service. All are welcome to come out and

join us at our 7am service followed by a break

fast outing and then Sunday School and  morn

ing service.  We are looking for having a great

time in the Lord.  

Please remember are shut in prayers.  We have

had some sickness.  

Johnny Ray Davis, Interim Pastor

Dreama Hughes, Reporter

UNITY (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Warm greetings from Middleburg Heights!

Unity FWB has had an exciting start to 2019.

A group of 12 men attended the Ohio Men’s

retreat January 2426th.  They returned encour

aged, revived, and ready to worship.  We had a

great service on January 27th; their cups over

flowed on the entire congregation!  

Rev. Bob Legg, from Family Ministries, visit

ed with us the morning of Sunday, Jan. 27th. It

was a blessing to hear the ministry updates and

how God truly has His hand in that work.

Family Ministries is a work we support month

ly; it is near and dear to our hearts. We enjoyed

Rev. Legg’s sermon and are much in prayer for

that mission.

On Wednesday, Feb. 6th, Kim Stone and

Rachel Collins launched a new class as part of

our Awana program for 35 year olds.  We are

grateful for Kim and Rachel stepping up to do

this.  The little ones are enthusiastic about their

new class!  

Unity FWB has many exciting events planned

for the coming year and we look forward to

what the Lord has in store for us.

Eugene Crouch, Pastor

Angie Steitz, Reporter

HILLSBORO (CORNERSTONE)

Hello from the Hillsboro FWB Church!

At the end of January, we had Evangelist Day

with Bro. Freddy Dutton. We had a great day

with him and Sister Terry as well. 

In February we had our annual Sweetheart’s

Banquet.  There were 55 people who were able

to attend.  We invited Tim Stout as our guest

speaker, and his wife Tobi. It was a great

evening to get together and to have a good time

in the Lord. Also, in February we had Pastor

Appreciation for Richard Burns.  We had spe

cial singing by the Riddells, and Bro. Gary

Kyper brought the word of God.  The evening

message was brought from Bert Alsept. 

God is really moving in the church.  We have

had one saved, and one rededication.  We are

looking forward to a baptism, and a baby dedi

cation.  

In March we will be having March Madness
for Missions. In April, the church is having an

Easter Egg Hunt for the community.  We are

praying for a good turn out, and good weather

as well.  

Prayers  and God bless you!

Richard Burns, Pastor

Jamie White, Reporter

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

“To find God we must be willing to seek him.”

(D.B.)

Hello and blessings  from  Troy  FWB

Church.   

We pray that you have a great New Year, may

many souls be saved and our churches grow

serving God.

This has been a hard winter.  We lost two dear

members the first month of the New Year.

Brother Milus Long and Sister Gracie Stepp

both went home to be with our Lord.  Please

keep Milus’s wife Mary, Gracie’s husband Jim

and their families in prayer.  

Our members have had a lot of sickness and

hospital stays this winter including Pastor

Stump and his wife Lisa.  We also have had

many blessings, Praise God!  We have two

ladies that are now cancer free!  God hears

prayer!

Caleb Montoya, son of Isaac and Carla earned

the rank of Eagle Scout on February 11th.

Along with working in our food pantry and

another local food pantry, he designed and

installed a three flag brick memorial for the

church’s front lawn.  Congratulations Caleb, job

well done!

Fundraising continues for our new building.

January, Bro. Doug Hensley hosted the first din

ner of 2019.  In February, Pastor Stump and

Lisa hosted a Valentine’s dinner.  The youth

fundraiser will be on March 30th supporting the

FWB National Convention trip.  These dinners

not only raise money they bring people togeth

er for a hot meal and fellowship. 

Redeemed will be singing and worshiping

with us on Sunday, March 31st. All are wel

come.  Please remember us in your prayers.  

As always, Troy FWB keeps you in our hearts

and prayers.  

Till next time, God bless.

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from Forest Valley FWB Church.

This is the weirdest winter weather I have ever

seen.  I hope spring comes soon.

I requested prayer for two devoted Christian

women, in the last edition.  Jean Pelphrey and

Beverly Hogue have gone on to be with the

Lord.  Michael Wolford, only 45 years old, died

just after Christmas.  Please pray for their fam

ilies.  Barb Bechtel is now cancer free.  Praise

the Lord.  We still have a lot of children, Barrett,

Izzy, Isaiah etc. plus adults that need a healing

touch.  Please pray for them.

We had five baptisms on Jan. 13th.  We had

two teens and three older people.

On Jan. 16th, Michelle (Spradlin) and Matt

Spiker had a healthy baby girl.  Her name is

McKinley Jane Spiker.  She weighed 8lbs.

10oz., was 21” long, and is beautiful.  She has a

big sister Maddie.

On Feb. 3rd, we had six people who took

membership.  

The Joneses, Joy, her son and his college

friend sang for our evening service on Feb.

10th.  They sang for us a few years ago.  They

can really sing for the Lord.

Kyle and Ashley Schrader, Del’s daughter, re

started our youth group on Feb. 10th, during the

evening service for ages 1321.  They have been

praying about this for some time.  Please pray

that the Lord will lead them.  

On March 9th, we are having our Chair

Volleyball Tournament, beginning at 10 a.m.

Entry fee is $5 per person.  Lunch will be avail

able for a nominal fee.

Del Wallace, Pastor

Jeanne Hauf, Reporter
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FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-5746 
or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com



OHIOAMBASSADOR  PAGE 18

Central Ohio
March  9 Franklin Conference Mission Conference with the McDonalds, Reynoldsburg FWB, Jerry Sargent, Pastor 

April 27 Cornerstone Conference meeting at Gahanna FWB, Curtis Booth, Pastor

May 4 Central Ohio Conference meeting at Community FWB, Jerry Newman, Pastor

May 4 Trinity Conference meeting at Lockbourne FWB, Leon Stevens, Pastor

May 18 Capital City Conference meeting at Southwest FWB, John Meade, Pastor

Northern Ohio
April 13 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Rittman Community FWB, John Castle, Pastor

April 20 Northeastern Conference

May 18 Great Lakes Conference meeting at Akron FWB, Ron Bauman, Pastor 

Southern Ohio
April 27 Jackson Conference 

May 4 Lawrence Conference meeting at Symmes Valley FWB, J.C. Murnahan, Pastor  

May 11 SouthCentral Conference  meeting at McArthur FWB, Jim Henderson, Pastor 

May 11 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Antioch FWB, Rick Henderson, Pastor

May 18 Porter Conference meeting at Bethesda Chapel FWB, Dan King, Pastor

Western Ohio
April 6 North & Western Conference meeting at McGuffey FWB, Don Webb, Pastor

May 4 Little Miami Conference meeting at Fowler Creek FWB, Don Howard, Pastor 

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists



MOUNT STERLING (TRINITY)

Greetings from Mt. Sterling FWB Church.

Winter sure has arrived! Due to the weather we

have cancelled a few of our services, but aren't

we blessed that we have a God we can serve

regardless if we are able to be in the house of

the Lord or not!  It felt so good to be back prais

ing God and having fellowship with our broth

ers and sisters in Christ.

We lost one of our brothers, a beloved member

of 22 years Harold “Dick” Blanton. Please keep

his wife Cloetta and family in your prayers.

The ladies have Bible study every Monday at

Sister Mettie Chapman and Sister Marilyn

Carter’s house. Thank you for graciously open

ing up your home for this weekly worship and

studying time. The ladies are studying in 1

Samuel.

Our youth has been busy memorizing all the

books of the Bible they will continue doing this

until everyone knows them all. The youth will

also be having a Sitathon on March 16th from

6am6pm. “Thank You” Sister Gerri Sigmon,

Sister Carol Manning and Sister Melissa Wright

for your devotion to our youth.

God is still blessing our church. If you are ever

in the Mt.Sterling area we would love for you to

come worship with us.

J.D Bowman, Pastor

Brandi Graham, Reporter

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY)

Spring time will definitely be welcomed by

the time this report is received; especially after

the messy, winter mix we have had this year.

Revive us Oh Lord, and all that you have creat

ed! 

Easter services will begin on Friday, April

19th with communion and feetwashing at 7pm,

the Egg Hunt on Sat., the 20th, and the most

important service on  Easter Sunday morning. It

is a great time every year to celebrate the death,

burial and resurrection of our Savior, Jesus

Christ! He is our salvation. 

We enjoyed a fellowship dinner after the

morning service on Feb. 17th. The Gospel

Express sang during the service and our pastor

preached the message.  

Our church will be supporting the North FWB

Church in revival on, April 7th, at 7pm, and

praying people will be saved and rededicated. 

Our church visits the  Bennington  Glen

Nursing  Home  on   State Route  61 for a

prayer service. We usually meet on the 4th

Tuesday of every month. Everyone is invited

and the service begins at 6:30pm. Everyone

seems to enjoy the singing, preaching, and pup

pet songs. 

Please continue to pray for the shutins and the

lost. 

Jim Thompson, Pastor

Jean Holmes, Reporter

ST LOUISVILLE

Greetings in the name of the Lord from the St.

Louisville FWB Church.

The church has a lot of sickness in it. Please

pray for the sick.

The church congregation has been small, but

the Holy Ghost has been in every service.

Several brothers and sisters have been on the

altar praying.

On March 2nd we licenced Bro. John

Elridge.

We will be having a songfest at 7pm on March

9th. The Preston Family and Bro. Sammy

Stanbaugh will be singing.

Please pray for our church, that it may be a

soulwinning station  for  the Lord Jesus

Christ.

Please come and visit us at the church. We are

located at 70 North Sugar Street, St. Louisville,

Ohio.

Jerry D. Owens, Pastor and Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
January-February 2019January-February 2019
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2019 Ohio Men’s Retreat


