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t isn’t just a job it’s an adventure” that was the

catch phrase for the old military recruiting com

mercials, and, having served in the military I can

vouch for the validity of that promo. The pastoral position

could be described a lot like that, it’s not just a job it’s an

adventure. It’s no wonder that a pastor’s work is never

done when based on a recent study, it is estimated that cler

gy make up only .1% of the population. In a world that is

without question on a slippery slope downward, moral

decay on the rise and compromise the rule of the day, there

is a lot of work to be done. In Jesus’ own words “the har
vest truly is plenteous but the laborers are few.”

WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED: A CALL
The call to preach the gospel is an unmistakable call that

precedes the pastoral calling and when either of those calls

come, there is no mistaking it, “you just know”. The

Pastorate becomes a vocation, a way of life and you can

find yourself among a group of people you didn’t know

very well at all but you have this desire to shepherd them,

lead them, to feed them, and to love them. As one seasoned

pastor said, “it gets in your blood.”

Hebrews 5:12,4; says “For every high priest taken from
among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to
God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sin.
Who have compassion on the ignorant, and on them who
are out of the way; for that he himself is also compassed
with infirmity. And no man taketh this honor unto himself,
but he that is called of God as was our Aaron.” These vers

es illustrates the truth that it is God who chooses effective

leaders, He has a plan. I believe The Lord specializes in

calling ordinary people to do extraordinary things for Him.

God called a guy named Moses to go back to Egypt to

complete a monumental task way above his ability. Moses

even complained “I’m slow of tongue, not very eloquent”.

Christ began His ministry by calling some fisherman from

Galilee and a tax collector named Levi among His recruits;

you’ll recall they went on to be pretty successful. He con

tinues the same practice today. 

At our best we are mere humans, flesh and blood with our

own set of fears and weaknesses. In 1 Cor. 4:7  Paul says

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God and not of us.” The

reason God calls ordinary people to do extraordinary

things? Very simply, it’s less about us and more about Him.

God made the tongue and God can mold the leader when

the leader becomes available and willing, from the back

side of a desert, tax collecting booth, truck driving or fac

tory.

WHAT WE DO
First and foremost we preach, we feed the flock God has

made us overseers of. We proclaim an old message that’s

still relevant and necessary today. Some messengers are

more eloquent than others but there is no doubt the anoint

ing, the power, the effectiveness comes from God. The

pastor must also plan with vision, comfort, and minister to

folks who are often in the most difficult periods of their

lives. This can be a daunting task and at times we feel like

we are in the zone. The church is doing well and people are

being saved and (most) of the flock seem content. Be care

ful because when you do find those conditions don’t drop

your guard, the enemy is lurking. You can count on it!

There are other times it can be overwhelming and you may

even wonder do I have what it takes, am I out of my

league? Usually this happens on a Monday morning but

take heart dear pastor, you are in over your head but not in

over our Savior’s head, you are out of your league but not

out of God’s league and we “can do all things through

Christ who strengthens us”. Don’t get bogged down by

your smallness, get revved up by God’s bigness!

This call affects our loved ones too. Our call becomes our

spouses call. Whether your wife plays the piano, becomes

the church secretary, teaches Sunday school, leads the

ladies auxiliary, or all the above in some cases. The fact is

we are in this together and I know I speak for all pastors

when I say “we could not do this without our wives! Our

wives are there to encourage us when our Sunday message

tanked, a member is disgruntled or the burdens of ministry

are in a heavy season, the demands can be exhausting at

times. The pastor’s children by default become P.K.’s and

if you’ve been one or have some you know that at times

expectations can be elevated for these kids. Some thrive

under the microscope and some do not. Let us not forget

dear pastor that your family are the first ones you need to

minister to, don’t neglect the home front!

WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER
Our families and our fellow preachers are all on the same

team, we have a common enemy, Satan and just as the

devil attempted to delay Daniel’s prayer life, disrupt

Peter’s progress, discourage Paul through persecution,

detour John Mark and even dethrone Christ in the wilder

ness, the devil is out to destroy you. Let us recall the words

of Paul in 1Cor. 4:1 “Therefore, seeing we have this min
istry, as we have received mercy, we faint not.” Don’t loose

heart dear pastor in a time when statistics say many are

getting out of the ministry, don’t you be one of them. You

may not always walk out of the pulpit to amens and “ata

boys,” as a matter of fact, it may seldom happen at all. You

may leave a marriage counseling session feeling like you

just don’t have the answers; you may lose a once vibrant

Christian church member who has now fallen away and

nothing you can say or do will make a difference, I’ve been

there too.

I am an electrician that is how I made my living before full

time ministry. I would be called to a malfunctioning

machine and arrive pushing my tool box. After some trou

ble shooting and testing I would diagnose the problem and

(most of the time) fix it. Walking away pushing my tool

box feeling like I did my job provided a sense of satisfac

tion and yes a little pride in what I did. Now I am a pastor

and while I do have a desire to please God and humbled

that God would even consider calling me into this great

work, pastors rarely get to walk away from a job with a

sense of completion because our job is never done. We

rejoice when we lead a soul to Christ, we feel fulfilled

when we hit a homerun message, but many times it is hard

to gauge how effective we are. Dear pastor don’t lose heart

don’t get weary, you are making a difference in the lives of

your congregation and beyond, you are making a differ

ence for the kingdom of God and only when we arrive in

heaven will we realize how many people we have touched

through our ministry.

Rev. Eugene Crouch

Pastor, Unity FWB Church
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Together We Can
Ohio Hosts the National Association
The 2019 National Association of Free Will Baptists is now history.  The Lord blessed us

with a great convention. I was very proud of the way that Ohio Free Will Baptists hosted the

meeting and gave a warm welcome to all the attendees of the conference. It took many Ohio

Free Will Baptists to pull this off! I would like to recognize those who helped.

Steering Committee

First of all, I want to recognize our Ohio Steering Committee. They had been prepar

ing since last year for the National. Tom Dooley was our Ushering Chairman, Mike

Mounts was our Prayer Chairman, Sandy Mounts was the Hospitality Chairperson, Jason

Luthy was the Vertical Three Youth Advisor, Sarah Sargent was the OWAC Chairperson
and Jeremy Luthy was the Impact Cincinnati Chairman.

We had almost 80 people who participated in Impact Cincinnati Saturday, July 20th. We had

two projects to work on that day. The first was a canvas of the Lighthouse FWB neighbor

hood letting them know about the ministry of the church with Pastor Bobby Courtney.  The

second was a work day at the Ambassador FWB where they cleaned, painted and spruced up

the outside with Pastor Roland Luthy.

On Sunday, June 21st, Porter Youth Pastor Derick Lute spoke at the Sunday Morning

Vertical Three youth service. I was told that he did a great job in presenting the word to the

youth. Ambassador Bookstore Manager Paul Keener taught the Adult Sunday School

Lesson at the convention center.  It was one of the best Sunday School lessons I have heard

at the National! On Tuesday New Road Pastor Tom Dooley preached the evening service

about being Lifted Up in the light of the second coming of Jesus. The Lord blessed Brother

Tom to present a superb message!

Hospitality & Ohio Booth Workers
We want to thank all those who worked at the Ohio Hospitality Tables who on Saturday,

July 20th began welcoming the convention attendees to the State of Ohio and the Ohio

Booth workers that focused on highlighting Ohio FWB Ministries and our history. The

exhibit area opened on Monday, July 22nd. Those who filled these positions were: Mike,

Sandy, Jared & Aslyn Mounts, Mike, Tomi & Christi Baldwin, Dan Hendershot,

Cheryl Platt, Adam & Rachelle McCarty, Paul, Frances & Kylie Etterling, Jerry &

Jeannie Sargent, Mark Price, Donna Springer, Jessica Musseti, Gene & Jeannie Castle,

Lisa Hickle, Raeanne Mahaney, Melissa Sammons, Bill Hayes, Joe & Vivian Egnor,

Manuel & Margaret Lopes, Jason & Rhonda Luthy, Paul & Sue Keener, Sherry

Brazzell, Paula Davis, Bill & Loraine Crank, Mitch Salyers, Mark & Marsha McCarty,

Jim & Geri Baker, Wendell & Linda Combs, and Tom, Angela & Laura Dooley.

Ushers
In all the business sessions and worship services we had Ohio Free Will Baptists who served

as ushers, passing out reports and news, and receiving the offerings for the meeting.  Those

who ushered included: Tom Dooley, Grant Cordell, Mark Bailey, Mark McCarty, A.J.

Dooley, Mike Mounts, Paul & Joel Etterling Jr., Steve & Steven Wellman, Akeem

Lamin, Joseph Egnor, Justin Feight, Mike Baldwin, Charlie Crider, Mark Price, Wes

Yoho, Mitch Salyers, Jason Luthy and Mike Armstrong. 

As you can see, it took a lot of people to host the National and I am grateful for all who

helped.  Ohio Free Will Baptists left a great impression on the convention and for this we

thank the Lord!

Attention: Ambassador Reporters

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE!
The deadline for the 

November-December Issue 
will be 

Noon, November 1st

The Ohio Ministry Booth at the 2019 National

Convention in Cincinnati

Edwin Hayes 
Executive Secretary

If I have missed any

one who helped,

please let me know

and I will 

correct it!



Big Change in the Buckeye

State 
2019 National Association Recap

As 4,416 Free Will Baptists converged in

Cincinnati, Ohio, July 2124, for the fifth

National Convention in the Buckeye state,

change was in the air. On Tuesday, July 22, at

2:18 p.m., delegates unanimously elected Dr.

Edward E. Moody, Jr. (pictured below, right)
as the tenth executive secretary in the associa

tion’s 84year history. Moody follows

Executive Secretary Keith Burden (below,
left), who will retire in September after serving

the denomination for 17 years. 

Moody, a North Carolina native, has pastored

Tippett’s Chapel FWB Church in Clayton,

North Carolina, since 2000 and leaves his role

as professor of counselor education and associ

ate dean of the School of Education at North

Carolina Central University, where he has

served since 1995. Moody holds a Ph.D. in

counselor education from North Carolina State

University, an M.A. in clinical psychology from

Middle Tennessee State University, and a B.A.

in pastoral training from Welch College. A pro

lific author, Moody has authored Surviving
Culture, First Aid for Emotional Hurts: Helping
People Through Difficult Times, and the First
Aid for Your Emotional Hurts training series,

along with numerous professional journal and

magazine articles.

Other personnel changes, though less obvious,

also will affect the face of the convention in

years to come. Debbie Burden, convention reg

istration coordinator since 2013, will also retire

in September. During Debbie’s final year as

coordinator, more than 3,000 people preregis

tered for the convention, and onsite registration

went quickly and efficiently, staffed by interns

and volunteers working under Debbie’s leader

ship. Debbie commented on her years in the

role: “It’s been a pleasure to serve as coordina

tor the last six years. Anna Fox will be the new

coordinator, and I expect a seamless transition

to her leadership as I enjoy retirement years

with my family in Oklahoma.” As Anna Fox

learned her new role in Cincinnati, Lauren

Riggs took her place as exhibit hall coordinator. 

In spite of this “fruit basket turnover” making

change the norm in 2019, the things that make

the convention unique remained the same: out

reach, worship, and the orderly business of the

denomination.

Outreach

Saturday, July 20, at 9:00 a.m., 79 Impact vol

unteers gathered at two FWB churches near

Cincinnati. Forty volunteers (some as young as

age seven) painted Sunday School classrooms

and the auditorium ceiling, cut and removed

overgrown brush and trees, laid waterlines, and

cleaned and repaired the church sign at

Ambassador FWB Church. The remaining 39

volunteers braved the heat and humidity to dis

tribute information about Lighthouse FWB

Church to the community near the church. After

the day of outreach was completed, multiple

church members expressed their desire to serve

with Impact in coming years.

Throughout the week, Serve the City volun

teers worked many hours in projects around the

city including ministry to the homeless, volun

teering for various local outreach organizations,

and donating to the annual blood drive. At least

one person was saved as a result of this annual

effort of the Vertical Three Conference.

Worship

Powerful music, Scripture, and preaching char

acterized worship in Cincinnati. Music

Coordinator Kevin Justice and the Music

Commission planned a series of unforgettable

services featuring a large convention choir, an

orchestral ensemble, and a wide variety of tal

ented individuals, families, and groups who

shared their gifts. Kevin Denton, worship

leader at Faith FWB Church in Goldsboro, NC,

guided the congregation into worship, and

throughout the conference, sermons explored

passages surrounding the theme Lifted Up.
On Sunday morning, Paul Keener (OH), long

time manager of Ambassador Bible Bookstore,

taught Sunday School using D6 curriculum

before Dr. Timothy Eaton, president of

Randall University preached on Lifting Up Our
Eyes for Help from Psalm 121:1. Sunday

evening, retiring U.S. Army chaplain (COL)

Terry Austin spoke from Hebrews 12:12, chal

lenging listeners to “lift up them hands” again

and again—a resounding cry from the 30year

preacher in uniform to lift our own hands, raise

the hands of other believers, and seek out and

lift the hands of the oppressed.

Daniel Edwards, pastor of Faith FWB Church

in Chandler, Indiana, shared a powerful mes

sage Monday on Lifting up the Son of Man
from John 3:14 and John 12:32. On Tuesday,

Tom Dooley, pastor of New Road FWB Church

in Austintown, Ohio, preached on Lifting Up
the Promise of Christ’s Return, drawing from

Luke 21:28 and encouraging listeners to “look

up for the Lord’s coming.” Diego Cueva, pastor

of Iglesia Cristiana Casa De Dios in

Woodbridge, Virginia, concluded the conven

tion during the Wednesday missions service by

challenging the congregation to Lift Up Your
Eyes to the Harvest from John 4:35.

This year’s worship services were peppered

with special presentations. After welcoming

delegates to the state Monday evening, Mark

Price (pictured above with Keith and Debbie
Burden), Ohio state moderator, presented

Executive Secretary Keith Burden and his wife

Debbie two white oak rocking chairs handmade

by an Amish craftsman. Price offered the beau

tiful gift on behalf of Ohio Free Will Baptists to

recognize the Burdens’ diligent service and to

congratulate them on retirement. The congrega

tion rose to its feet in an enthusiastic ovation for

the couple.

During the Wednesday night service,

Moderator Tim York and members of the

Executive Committee also honored Keith and

Debbie Burden for their faithful service to the

denomination, announcing a reception will be

held in the couple’s honor during the 2020 con

vention in the Burden’s home state of

Oklahoma. For the second time during the

week, delegates rose with a spontaneous and

lengthy ovation for the couple. 

Business

On Monday, July 22, the General Board heard

reports from nine national agencies and four

commissions as Moderator Tim York guided

board members through a threehour, 37minute

meeting. The board approved a flood of recom

mendations, including a recommendation from

the Executive Committee naming Dr. Edward

E. Moody, Jr. as the candidate for executive

secretary; a recommendation to approve the

2020 denominational budget of $30.6 million; a

recommendation for the 2026 convention to be

held in Charleston, West Virginia; and a recom

mendation to grant an extension to the commit

tee studying procedures and discipline of board

members. Delegates later approved all recom

mendations during the business session. 

During Tuesday and Wednesday business ses

sions, delegates approved reports from the fol

lowing departments:

Executive Office

Auditor Terry Hill noted a financial turn

around of more than $1.6 million for the

Executive Office over the last 17 years, noting,

“At Keith Burden’s first convention in Tampa,

Florida, in 2003, I explained what the word

insolvency meant after a number of years with

substantial convention losses. Under Keith’s

leadership, the organizations under his responsi

bility report a combined cash balance of

$1,554,000, and stored net assets of $1,662,000.

I applaud Keith for his accomplishments.” 

Keith Burden delivered his final report as

executive secretary, noting his gratefulness for

the office’s solid financial picture, a result of the

generosity of Free Will Baptists. He reported

that giving is up again in 2019. Burden applaud

ed the ongoing success of ONE Magazine,
pointing to the magazine as an important

denominational milestone. As convention

expenses continue to rise, he pointed to the

2020 increase in church fees as an important

source of relief for convention funding. 

Burden thanked the denomination for the priv

ilege of serving as executive secretary and

expressed his excitement about Eddie Moody's

election as his successor. He thanked his wife

and family for their help and support during his

time in office and concluded by thanking his

staff, noting, “They have become more than

coworkers; they are my friends.” 

Welch College

President Matt Pinson reported improved

finances and celebrated the largest fall enroll

ment in 34 years. He attributed the explosive

growth to the new “branding” of the college

(new name and campus), the obvious atmos

phere of spiritual formation on campus, and

continuing improvement in academic excel

lence. This improvement, he suggested, is

reflected in a consistent rise among college

rankings. 

“It’s an exciting time to be at Welch,” Pinson

stated, pointing to several goals for the near

future: elimination of existing construction

debt; increased enrollment that will result in

additional residential construction on campus;

construction of a new student services building

and a thousandseat auditorium; and a growing

slate of undergraduate and master’s degree pro

grams, including a residential, oncampus

Master of Divinity undergirded by substantial

scholarships and financial aid.

“We believe education at Welch is more than

just classroom learning,” Pinson concluded.

“Our students have the opportunity to become

an integral part of a Christian community of

faith and learning.” He called on listeners to

pray, support the college financially, and point

students toward the school. He honored Dr.

Eddie Moody for his work on the Welch

College Board of Trustees. Pinson also

announced the release of a new book, The
Apologetics of Leroy Forlines, that explores

select writings of F. Leroy Forlines regarding

apologetics and the knowledge of God. 

Randall House

CFO Michael Lytle shared an upanddown

financial picture for Randall House since 2015,

noting “roller coaster” finances are not unusual

in the publishing industry. The financial report

revealed a deficit in 2018, and Lytle identified a

decrease in curriculum sales as the primary rea

son for that deficit. To meet the financial chal

lenges, Randall House presented a $200,000

reduction in the 2020 budget. 

While CEO Ron Hunter acknowledged the

financial challenges, he also reminded listeners

Randall House operates on sales rather than

contributions, unlike other denominational

departments. He shared a 17year trend indicat

ing while Randall House is currently experienc

ing a dip in revenue, total sales have grown

from $2.2 million in 2002 to $4.5 million in

2018, with a general upward trend.

Hunter challenged listeners not to be people

who talk about problems but people who solve

problems. With this in mind, Randall House is

solving problems by lowering the cost of stu

dent devotional guides; offering all D6 products

on a subscription, perperson basis for $2.80 per

month; and releasing a new, free tool—an atten

dance chart to help measure not only Sunday

School attendance, but also gospel conversa

tions and daily devotions.

Hunter announced the release of three new

titles: How We Get Our English Bible by

Robert E. Picirilli, Helping Hurting Pastors by

Eddie Moody, and Fight by Jon Forrest. He

also celebrated the completion of the final vol

ume in the Randall House Bible Commentary

series: Luke, written by Thomas Marberry. 

IM, Inc.

General Director Clint Morgan told listeners,

“At IM, we are on a mission that is not about

here but about there; not about us but about

them; not about clinging to but letting go; not

about getting but about giving; not about stay

ing but about going; not about IM but all about

the great I Am.”

He thanked supporters for the prayer, encour

agement, volunteer hours, and financial support

that make it possible for IM to stay on mission.

He compared IM to a sailboat encountering

shifting winds, fair winds, and head winds in its

ministry journey. No matter what winds IM

encounters, Morgan emphasized the organiza

tion refuses “to be blown off course.” 

He pointed to new destinations the IM leader

ship team has charted: broadening the Free Will

Baptist footprint in India, a strategic focus on

the nones, developing more international

church planting teams, and ministering to immi

grants and refugees. These destinations are

important, Morgan concluded, because “if we

do not know to which port we are sailing, no

wind is favorable.”

Continued on Page 9
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Convention at a Glance
Registration

NAFWB Attendees – 3,701 

Vertical Three – 3,299

Total Attendees – 4,416*

*Note: Many attendees register for
both conventions.



OPEN DOOR (CORNERSTONE)

Wavering.  It can cause us to sink in a windy,

wavetossed sea of despair just as Peter did

when he took his eyes off Jesus.  Like Peter,

wavering is our lack of faith, causes unan

swered prayer and leaves us overwhelmed,

sinking in a sea of doubt and fear.  “But let him
ask in faith, nothing wavering.   For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with
the wind and tossed.   For let not that man think
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.”
James 1:67 

How can we overcome wavering?  By holding

tightly to the hand that saved us.  As He reach

es down through the waves that drown our faith,

we must reach up to Him.  Refocusing our eyes

on Jesus will result in our lives being uplifted

so we can once more walk with Him through

the boisterous seas of life with sure unwavering

steps.  When Peter cried, “Lord, save me.” in

Matthew 14:30, the Scriptures tell us that Jesus

immediately stretched forth His hand.

Has wavering caused you to flounder?  In this

world of sin that we live in today, it is easy to

find ourselves sinking in doubt and unbelief.

We must make a choice to trust the Lord to

guide and direct us through storms of tempta

tion and rough seas of despair.  Now is the time

we must keep our eyes centered on Jesus and

His Word and refuse to give in to our doubts.

Jesus can rebuke the wind and sea with “Peace,
be still.” and calm the tempest (Luke 4:39).

We must stand firm in our faith and let Christ

uplift and walk with us through the storms that

threaten us.  

Willie A Booth, Pastor

Liz Baker, Reporter

MARYSVILLE (CENTRAL OHIO)

“Every man also to whom God hath given
riches and wealth, and hath given him power to
eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to
rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.”

Ecclesiastes 5:19

August 18th, our visiting preacher, Greg

Mason preached on the five smooth stones that

David had gotten from the brook to slay Goliath

the giant. It was a wonderful message.

Since our last report we have had one saved

and baptized. Serving God is a great blessing

and a good choice.

Our homecoming will be Sept. 22nd. Service

starts at 10 am. God’s Messengers will minis

ter in song, and we will have a guest preacher.

Dinner will be served following the service.

Everyone is welcome to worship and fellowship

with us. 

Enjoy the summer, the fall season is slowly

approaching. 

Paul Bogenrife , Pastor

Helen Murray, Reporter

PURITAN (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ.

As summer comes to an end, we pray you have

had a wonderful time enjoying all the activities

the season brings. Our church has enjoyed being

outdoors as we had our Sunday School picnic

with WV Couriers singing, the annual Virgil

Goff Fish Fry with Randy Shafer and Kelly

Perry singing, and enjoyed Vacation Bible

School with the kids. Bible School was a fun

week for the kids and we had special visit each

day from Promise the Cow and Farmer Rich

teaching a lesson to the kids along with

crafts, snacks, and games. 

We have had some special preaching from

Speedy Arthur, Randy Parsons and Allen

Simpson while our pastor and his family

enjoyed a vacation. Also had special preaching

from Robert Legg of Family Ministries. 

We pray that all the kids have a safe school

year as they return to school. Please continue

to pray for our sick and shutins. So much sick

ness, but our Lord can touch and heal!

Blessings to all.

Jamie Fortner, Pastor

Rhonda Fortner, Reporter

PINE CREEK (PINE CREEK)

Blessings from Pine Creek FWB Church.

Things are happening here at Pine Creek.  After

nine years of pastorship at Pine Creek,  Bro.

Charles Green stepped down from pastoring

after much pray and direction from the Lord.

We are happy that Charles and his wife are still

attending service with us when they are not on

the road seeing God’s beautiful world !! It has

been said that he is singing “on the road again”.

We pray they enjoy there new adventures. 

July of this year we were blessed to have a new

pastor to accept the call of the Lord to be our

shepherd. We are blessed to welcome Ronnie

Massie and his beautiful wife Angie. 

Our summer events have keep us all busy. Aug

3rd we held our “Hillbilly Fun Day.” Our youth

enjoyed an obstacle course, hillbilly corn hole

and medals for learning the Lord’s Prayer. Fun

was had by all. Aug 18th was our annual home

coming which was true blessings from God.

Our pastor’s twin Bro. Donnie Massie preached

a wonderful and powerful message entitled

“What time is it?” from Hebrews 9:27 The

word time means “a period between two

events.” Think about it. 

Please keep Pine Creek Church in your prayers

as we are so excited to work and grow the king

dom of God.

Ronnie Massie, Pastor

Paula Friend, Reporter

DOGWOOD RIDGE (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Wheelersburg, Ohio.  We pray

this letter finds everyone well.

On August 18th our congregation celebrated

our children heading back to school for the new

year.  We had several kids receive their certifi

cate of promotion in our Sunday School pro

gram.  That afternoon we had inflatables, snow

cones and a cookout for all of the youth to

enjoy.

Our homecoming will be on September 29th.

Sunday School starts at 9:30am and morning

worship begins at 10:30am. Everyone is wel

come to come worship with us.

Please keep us in your prayers as we pray for

you.

Jeremy Moore, Pastor

Rebecca Conley, Reporter

FAITH (CUYAHOGALORAIN)

Greetings from Faith.

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not
all his benefits.” Psalm 103:2

We enjoyed the conference at Unity with good

fellowship and food.

The Lord is blessing us with some very good

services, we’ve had people on the altar for a

closer walk with the Lord.  We have heard good

messages from our ministers, Bro. Lester

McMahan and Bro. Dale Cannell. God is

good!

On July 27th one of our young couples, Duke

and Ellie Grose had a house warming party. The

Lord blessed them to get their own home.  They

are a very nice couple and we are happy for

them.

Rick and Barbara Tucker renewed their wed

ding vows on August 3rd. God has blessed their

marriage. Bro. Dale Channel took care of this

service.

“Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and
he shall strengthen thine heart”: wait I say, on
the LORD.” Psalm 27:14. Sometimes this is

hard to do!

Lester McMahan, Pastor

Geraldine McMahan, Reporter
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Bethesda Chapel Without Pastor

Bethlehem Without Pastor

Blackfork Without Pastor

Brookdale Without Pastor

Eifort                           Without Pastor

Fairview Without Pastor

First Springfield Adam McCarty

Germany Hollow Steve Luster Resigns

Island Road Without Pastor

Newark Without Pastor

New Hope Wendell Combs Retires

Pine Creek Ronnie Massie

Pastor
Changes

Church 
News

Travis McKenzie, Ohio Home

Missionary to Ashland, Ohio

Don’t ever stop reaching!
For those who have been in ministry for any length of time, there

comes a point when you look back over the years of work and

intrinsically ask yourself, “Is what I’m doing really making any dif

ference for the kingdom of God?” Not too long ago, I came to this

point in my ministry. From the outside, the church’s ministry was

going great. Lives were being challenged, charged and changed! But in my heart, I still wondered

if my vision for Compassion Church was part of God’s vision and plan for Compassion Church. 

From the very beginning, I wanted our mission to be about reaching others for Christ. After all, this

is the great commission. It’s the sole purpose for the existence of the New Testament church! This

mentality is what formed our mission statement at Compassion: “REACHING OTHERS

THROUGH CHRIST, SO WE MAY REACH OTHERS FOR CHRIST!” This essentially means,

there will be those who God is dealing with to trust Him and He will put us in their paths. Once

they have been reached through Christ, they can come with us and, together, we continue reaching

others. Simply stated, it’s disciples, making disciples! 

Although I was seeing this come to fruition, still I doubted that we were doing enough. Last

January, we opted out of having a general midweek Bible study. Instead we began having small

group Bible studies with a focus on the demographics within our congregation. There was a ladies

group, a men’s group, and a couple’s group, just to name a few. When the ladies group began, one

of the facilitators invited her daughter’s friend to attend; she did not attend church and was a bit

skeptical of the whole church scene. With a little encouragement, she went to Bible study and was

instantly drawn to the casual, upbeat atmosphere. The more she attended, the more she began mak

ing friends and seeing the “Compassion” of Compassion Church. After several months of attend

ing the Bible study, she still had never been to a church service, but was considering coming. At

our June outreach, which was the Ashland balloon festival, I met Miss Ashley for the first time. We

were shorthanded and she and her son stepped in and helped hand out balloons. The following day,

she attended Compassion Church for the very first time where Ashley dedicated her life to Christ! 

Fast forward three months. She has been attending Compassion Church faithfully and is eager to

share what God has done in her life with anyone who asks about the noticeable change in her life.

A few weeks ago, she indicated that she wanted to be baptized. I was overcome with excitement!

When she began sharing her testimony with me, my question to myself came flooding back to my

mind. It was as if God was telling me, “The vision of reaching others for Christ isn’t your vision –

It’s my vision!” This is God’s plan for adding to His Church. 

So, as I sit here and contemplate all that God has done over the past two years and continues to do

through Compassion Church, I have resolved that as God gives me strength, I will never stop

reaching others for Christ! One final thought. No matter where you are ministering for the Lord—

city, country, or across the world— there will always be those who need to hear about the love of

Christ. Don’t ever stop reaching others for Him!

Thank you to all who continually support and pray for Compassion Church! We could not reach

anyone without you!

In Christ’s service,

Travis McKenzie

State Ministry

Offering Update 
The State Ministry Offering now

totals $6,199.00.  After the State

Meeting we received offerings from

Westerville, Sciotodale. Friendly

and Faith FWB Churches.



Rev. Harrold

Harrison, 93, went

to be with the Lord

on Thursday

evening, July 11th.

Brother Harrison was

preceded in death by

his wife of 71 years,

Lauretta, in 2016.

Together they had

four children;

Marilyn (M. Lee) Smith of Nashville, David

(Eileen) Harrison of Lincoln Park, MI, Dr. Paul

(Diane) Harrison of Huntsville, AL and Jeff

(Sallie) Harrison of Prague, OK.  Brother

Harrison is probably best known for his time

with the Free Will Baptist Sunday School

Department (Randall House) in doing teaching

seminars all across the country. 

His service took place at Cross Timbers FWB

in Nashville on  July 14th 

Rev. Clayton Lawhorn passed away in June

25th. He was a minister of the Northern Ohio

Conference. He will be missed but not forgot

ten. 

Jo Ann Ruth of

B u r n s v i l l e ,

Minnesota passed on

March 14th following

many years of dis

ability following

strokes.  She was the

sister of Katy Smith

of Porter FWB

Church. She and her

husband Randy (from

Mt. Hope FWB

Church, and a gradu

ate of FWBBC/Welch) moved to MN in 1970 to

work with a FWB Home Missions church in St.

Paul as a lay couple. That church closed several

years ago and they stayed to work for nearly 50

years working with homeless and neglected

children and teens. She was mother to six adopt

ed teens and foster mom to over 50 other boys.

Services were attended by several hundred

friends and family at South Suburban

Evangelical Free Church in Apple Valley, MN.

Connie Kilgore,

76, of Columbus,

passed away July

12th at Pickerington

Care and Rehab. She

was born March 29,

1943 in Portsmouth,

daughter of the late

Elige and Mollie

Perkins Blair. In

addition to her par

ents, Connie was preceded in death by her hus

band, Elmo Kilgore; son, Bryan Kilgore and

seven siblings. 

She is survived by her daughters, Pam (Paul)

Yarborough, Donna (Steven) Gieseek; grand

children, Andrew, Alexander and Ashley

Yarborough, Michael and Amber Winner and

Steve Gieseek.

She was a longtime member of the Columbus

First FWB Church. 

Her funeral service was held July 17th with

Edwin Hayes officiating.

Otis Darrell

Brown, age 62,

passed at home, from

this life, to his eternal

home in Heaven,

August 11th follow

ing a long illness. We

imagine that, along

with Jesus, he was

greeted by loved ones

who have gone

before: his father, Gilbert Brown; brother,

Gilbert Ray Brown; nephew, Robert "Robby"

Coyle; and cousin, White Castle coffeedrink

ing buddy, Mickey Manson. Left behind to cel

ebrate Otis's life and carry on his memory are

his beloved son, Jonathon (Brooks) Brown;

mother, Nancy Brown; brother, Robert Brown;

sisters, Joy Ann Collins, Rose (Ted) Brooks,

and Betty Skaggs; nieces & nephews, Rachel

Skaggs, Christina Burns, Jennifer Chadwick,

and Ted Brooks; along with great nieces and

nephews, cousins, and aunt, Joanna Hanson. He

has attended the Columbus First FWB Church.

Otis was born May 5, 1957 in Columbus, Ohio

and served his country in the U.S. Marine

Corps. He was an alumnus of Columbus North

High School and worked at Keystone Powdered

Metal for 15 years. Otis's favorite activities

included: cooking delicious meals (but took

every one of his recipes with him); collecting

and selling antiques, and fishing. Otis carried

beautiful memories of the mischief he got into

growing up on Hamlet Street. He also had won

derful memories of adventures trekking, along

with his dad and brothers, through the hills of

Horse Picture Holler in Lowmansville,

Kentucky. 

Funeral Services were held August 16th in

Pastaskla. 

Judy Stewart age 72,

of Dayton, went home

to be with the Lord

August 17th.  She was

a loving wife, mom,

grandma and loyal

friend. 

Judy was preceded in

death by her husband

of 47 years, William

“Dave” Stewart; sisterinlaw, Mary (Bernie)

Mulholand, father Rev. Bernard VanHoose

(founder of Reynoldsburg FWB Church) and

mother Alice VanHoose. 

She is survived by her sons, David Stewart and

Todd (Sandy) Stewart; grandchildren, Travis,

Austin and Rachael; brother, Roger (Cathy)

VanHoose; nephew, Chris; nieces, Lesli and

Beth; and numerous other friends and loved

ones. She has attended the Columbus First FWB

Church.

Her service was held August 22nd in

Kettering.

Leslie F. Miller, 101, of Jackson, had the priv

ilege of meeting Jesus face to face on August

1st, while a resident of the Assisted Living Unit

of Jenkins Care Community in Wellston.

Leslie was born on July 28, 1918, in Charley,

Ky, the first child of the late Robert and Emma

Miller.  He was blessed to be married to two

special ladies during his lifetime, both of whom

predeceased him.  Leslie was married to Doris

Bernice Green for 60 years, and was later unit

ed in marriage to Opal Hughes for 11 years.

Besides his parents and wives, Leslie was pre

ceded in death by his sister, Gladys Metzler

Adkins, brother Charles U. Miller, daughter

Judy Potter, and son Ralph Miller.  He is sur

vived by his son Robert (Sharon) Miller of

Jackson, daughters Verna Rowland of New

York, Ruth Diana Selles of Indiana, and Rita

(Tim) Silvey of Jackson, stepsons Butch (Carol)

Hughes and Roger (Vicki) Hughes of Oak Hill,

soninlaw, Elwin Potter of Oak Hill, daughter

inlaw, Marilyn Miller of Jackson, sisters,

Goldie Johnson and Phoebe Coffee both of

Gallipolis.  He is also survived by his many

grandchildren, great grandchildren, great great

grandchildren and nieces and nephews.

Leslie was a lifelong member of the Oak Hill

FWB Church were he served as a deacon.

Services were held August 5th with Pastors

Tim Simpson and Allen Simpson officiating.

Cecil "Glay" G.

Cameron, Age 86,

of South Webster,

went to be with the

Lord  July 20th, at

SOMC Hospice in

Portsmouth. He was

born March 14,

1933, in Greenup,

KY to Hurston and

Sylvia Irene (Miller)

Cameron. Glay was a 1951 graduate of South

Webster High School where he was captain of

the South Webster Basketball team and

President of the Senior Class. Following high

school, he worked for a short time for the

Williams Shoe Factory. He then spent 40 years

working as a crane operator for GM in

Mansfield. He was married to his first wife,

Hallie, until her death in early 2002 and married

again in late 2002 to Clorene (Weaver)

Cameron. Glay enjoyed woodworking, golf,

fishing, and was an avid sports fan. He was a

longtime member of Frederick Free Will

Baptist Church.

Glay is survived by his wife, Clorene

Cameron; daughter, Kay Cameron of Galion;

stepson, Stephen Duane Smith of South

Webster; sister, Lillian (Alan) Young of Virginia

Beach, VA; 5 grandchildren; 7 greatgrandchil

dren; 3 stepgrandchildren. In addition to his

parents, he was preceded in death by his first

wife, Hallie; 2 children, Jeffery and Keith

Cameron; 1 grandson, Derrick Cameron; 3

stepchildren, Ruth Elaine Smith, Victoria Lee

Bradford, and Debra Lynn Smith.

Funeral services were held July 24th with

Pastor Rusty Larter officiating. 
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Condolences

A Former Pastor’s Reception of His Replacement

In May of 2017, I resigned as pastor of McGuffey Free Will Baptist Church. The decision to

do this was made after considerable prayers and waiting for the Lord to send my replacement.

Stepping down was something I wanted to do and at the same time I did not want to do. It was

heartbreaking to me as after nearly a quarter century as their pastor a strong mutual bond of

love existed between the members and myself.

I was nearing the point of not being able to do the leg work required of a pastor. My ability to

do the things physically required became limited and was continuing to decrease. Since I was

aware of this, I had been asking God to send the church someone He wanted to assume pas

torate.

Thank you, Lord for the man you sent. Rev. Don Webb. He was no stranger to me since I

knew him when he was a toddler.  We have called him “Donnie” since we met. His parents

were devoted to doing God’s will. Brother Eugene and Sister Carolyn Webb had served in

numerous positions, pastor, house parents for Family Ministries, field representatives for

Family Ministries. Their love for God was instilled in Brother Don.

Brother Don had filled the pulpit numerous times when I was ill, and I appreciated that so

much. One Sunday morning he just dropped in. The Lord inspired me to ask him to preach

that morning. When service was over, I was sure this was my replacement. Quietly, I said to

him, “Have you ever thought about pastoring?” Monday morning Don called me asking if it

would be okay for him to come over and talk. The question I had asked him kept him awake

nearly all night. We talked and then began alternating Sunday messages. I told him I thought it

best to let the church get used to him and then after some months I would step down. He was

very willing to wait for the proper time. His humility enthused me greatly.

What has followed since that Sunday in May of 2017 has been much different than in many

churches. Especially if the former pastor continues being a member of that church. 

Often the former pastor staying creates various problems. I promised Brother Don that would

not happen. New pastors don’t always do things as their predecessor did, causing discontent by

the former pastor. There are enough situations to break a pastor’s heart, discourage him, and

cause him worry. He needs me to be praying for him, bolstering his efforts, and be thankful for

him.

My pastor preaches good messages, feeding Christians, drawing the unsaved. He is the shep

herd of the flock I once shepherded. He is doing a fantastic job. And I am so thankful to call

him pastor.

Brother Donnie, thank God for you. I love you deeply. Thank you for allowing the Lord to

lead you to McGuffey Church.

Former McGuffey FWB Pastor David Trusty

Visit us on
the web

www.OhioFWB.org

or our Facebook 
Page



Defining Our Identity in

Christ

Vertical 3 Recap July 2124 By Lauren Biggs

Every believer can relate to this year’s theme, Identity, based on Ephesians 4:24. We all

are made in God’s image and identified as chosen, loved, forgiven, and with purpose.

service, worship, leadership, and talents are just a few ways the 3,299 students who gath

ered in Cincinnati, expressed what it means to live out their Christcentered identities.

Truth and Peace students Ethan McCraney, Lanae

Hoffman, Jackson Watts, Ana Johnson, and Matthew

Pinson kicked off the week by leading Sunday School. They

communicated age is not a factor or limitation when it comes

to our identity in God’s plan for our lives. If we surrender

and humbly obey Him, like Josiah in 2 Kings 22, it has the

power to impact future generations. Derreck Lute, pastor of

student ministries at Porter FWB Church (OH), continued

during Sunday morning worship in Ephesians 2, explaining

how God’s great love gives victory over death and sin.

Christ’s sacrifice redeems us, gives us purpose, and makes

us alive in Him. 

On Sunday evening, John Howell, pastor of Chipley First FWB Church (FL), used

Ephesians 4:1724 to remind students that hope in this dark world is found in Jesus alone,

because we have been redeemed, created in His image, and called His own.

Monday evening, Donald Myers, worship pastor at Kirby Church (MI), unpacked

Ephesians 1:37 to remind students they are fully known, loved, chosen, and forgiven. He

encouraged students to stop chasing counterfeit acceptance.

During the final service, Troy Sadowski (GA), executive vice president of Cornerstone

Estate Planning, shared his testimony about being trapped in sin. He inspired students to

find their identity by fully surrendering to God. 

The Youth Evangelistic Team led V3 in worship. These 13 students spent their summer

traveling to ten states (3,110 miles) and serving two North American church plants

. 

Even children learned more about their identity in Christ and how to apply biblical truth

to their lives. Katie Greenwood led 106 preschoolers in exciting Bible lessons, games,

and crafts each night. Johnny Miller guided 256 first through third graders in fantastic

worship and inspiring Bible lessons. Steve Greenwood corralled 305 energetic fourth

through sixth grade students in 456 Worship, challenging them to grow in their faith. 

Kids’ Corner provided a carnival experience for children so parents could attend Engage

seminars or CTS Expo events. Eightytwo sessions offered a plethora of topics: spiritual
growth, discipleship, parenting, and more.

Jane Parker taught students to minister through Serve the City opportunities across the

Cincinnati community. Ten volunteers served Matthew 25 Ministries, a disaster relief

organization. Others assembled and distributed 128 care bags filled with personal items

and nonperishable foods to the homeless population of Cincinnati and residents at

Bethany House Ministries. Nine people boxed food for homeless shelters at Free Stone

Food Bank. Others donated blood through the V3 Blood Drive. Serving others reminds

conference attendees to love others like Jesus. 

During the Wednesday evening ceremony, CTS and other awards were presented. Youth

Leader of the Year award went to Russell Ray. Youth Group of the Year was awarded to

Sign Choir youth in Owensboro, Kentucky. Youth of the Year went to Erin Goucher.

The Jim Lauthern Award was presented to Jim and Donna Brewer for a lifetime of hard

work and dedication. This year’s CTS Ministry Expo had 976 entries and 1,199 com

petitors; the Wednesday night awards recognized the hard work of competitors and

coaches. 

CTS Expo planners announced a new CTS Expo Initiative designed specifically for stu

dents with special needs. These students will compete and be judged and awarded for

their talents and participation. 

The 2020 Vertical Three Conference will take place in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and

explore the theme Resolved from Daniel 1:8. See you next July!

About the writer: Lauren Biggs is a marketing assistant at Randall House Publications.
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Available

The following singers and singing groups are available to come and
sing in your church for revivals or special services.

Baldwin Family Bluegrass Singers, Rosedale,  Call Chuck Baldwin (937) 926-3177
Baldwin777@roadrunner.com
Born Again Gospel Singers, Harry or Irene Litton (740) 927-5319
Covered By Love, South Webster, Call Rhonda Smith 740/961-3412 or 740/961-3413
www.coveredbyloveonline.com
Cross Pointe Trio, Lancaster, Call Bill Pitts (740) 438-7750 wpitts@columbus.rr.com
www.crosspointetrio.com
David Giddens, Marysville, (937) 642-2121   jgiddens@urec.net
Day 3, Scott & Sheri Noel (740) 574-6635  sdnoel07@yahoo.com
Enabling Grace, Woodstock, (Country and Bluegrass Gospel) (937) 717-8783
Faith Gospel & Contemporary Christian Music, Sidney, Call Pam Moorman (937)
492-1059  ladypam@bright.net
Faith in Action, Marion, Call Marjorie Abrams at (740) 383-5405 or Pleasant Hill
FWB, (740) 363-5295  Attention: Marjorie Abrams or Bob Chaffin or email
songlady_99@yahoo.com
God's Ambassadors, Gahanna, Call Judy Spires (614) 475-4689
Gospel Ambassadors, Rittman, Call Greg Marcum (330) 927-9057 
Ethan Hutchinson, Somerset, (740) 892-4001 
www.ethanhutchinsonofficial.com/fr_home.cfm
Jerry Branscomb, Chillicothe, (740) 637-1228
Justifyed, Lancaster, 43130 (614) 271-4599 robertk14@mail.com
Facebook under group name: Justifyed
Just Forgiven Singing Ministries, Dayton, (Southern Gospel) (937) 280-3840 
or (614) 309-2512
Headed Home-Singing For The Lord, Oak Hill, Call Jim Evans (740) 682-6109 or
Robert Gamble (740) 682-0042
Lord Willing, Wellston, (740) 395-7728 lovdaisynewf@gmail.com
Mike Blanton & Evidence, Grove City, (614) 871-2795
Mike Kisling, Hillsboro, (937) 393-2084
Nina Nash, Leesburg, (Southern Gospel Sound Tracks) (937) 780-6865
gnash2@cinci.rr.com
New Covenant Trio, Columbus, Call Gary Preston (614) 774-3109 or (614) 774-3039
gppreston@columbus.rr.com
Ounce of  Hope, Delaware, (Southern Gospel) (740) 363-4576
Paul James Sound, Columbus, (614) 668-8916 paul@pauljamessound.com
www.pauljamessound.com
Ruth Hammond, Grove City, (614) 440-0694  ruthandkevin77@gmail.com
Rob Goodman, Newark, (740) 345-3233
Rowena and George Walker, Dayton, (937) 258-8317
Steve Russell, Marengo, (740) 972-6729  steverussell@muscian.net
Steve Fyffe, Xenia, (937) 374-9032  stv4314@aol.com
Sword Family, Middleburg Heights, (440) 747-7436.
Terry Collins & Victory, Hillsboro, (937) 840-9808
The Castle/Maxwell Project, Grove City, Call Dan Castle 614/746-4982 
or email castle.maxwell.project@gmail.com
The Blankenship Family, Mount Sterling, (740) 869-2423 
The Family of  God, Logan, Call Steve E. Goss (740) 603-1583
The Hambys, Dublin, (Southern Gospel) (614) 873-1215
The Spiritual Echoes, Circleville, Call Rick Moore (614) 595-9776 or Delores Moore
(614) 491-9502
Violet Maynard Family, (614) 496-1618, violetmaynard@yahoo.com
www.violetmaynard.com.
Undivided, Grove City, Call Mike or Sheri France (614) 352-3368
Undivided96@aol.com

If  you would like your group to be included, please send me your group
name, what local FWB Church you are a member of, your address, and

phone number and I will add you the list in the next issue of  the
Ambassador. 

Free Will Baptist   
Singing Groups

Derreck Lute, pastor of

student ministries at

Porter FWB Church



BLACKFORK (LAWRENCE)

Greetings from Blackfork Church. We hope

everyone is enjoying the beautiful weather...fall

is just around the corner.

We would like to thank all the preachers who

have come to preach for us, Billy McFann,

Dale Henson, Mike Bevins, Steven Blagg,

Jimmy Cremeans, George Cade, Greg

Gullum, Paul Bartrum and Nathan Boggs.

May God continue to bless all of them!

We thank every

one who helped

celebrate our

oldest member,

B i r d i e

Coppock’s 94th

birthday. We

had cake and ice

cream. She

received many

nice gifts. Both

Birdie and

Steve Kiser

have birthdays

on the same

day, July 30th.

Our homecoming was August 11th. The morn

ing preacher was Bro. Mike Bevins and he

preached from Exodus 17:67. Teaching the

Sunday School lesson from I Corinthians 5:5

was Bro. Dale Henson. Mike and Paul Sark

were our singers. In the afternoon service, Bro.

Paul Bartrum preached from II Timothy. Paul

and his daughter Rosie sang as did Mike and

Paul Sark and Joann Cox. We love and appre

ciate each of them.

“O SING unto the LORD a new song; for he
hath done marvellous things: his right hand,
and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.”
Psalm 98:1

Joyce Ann Kiser, Reporter

FELLOWSHIP TABERNACLE 

(LITTLE MIAMI)

Greeting from Fellowship Tabernacle FWB.

The LORD is sure blessing our church in His

special way. 

We are thankful for everyone who came to

preach and sing for us .

Do pray for all those that are sick and those

that have had a death in the family. 

We had a songfest with very good gospel

singing. We have enjoyed great services, good

attendance and wonderful fellowship We thank

everyon who came and supported our singing.

We have Movie Night where we enjoy good

fellowship and food. We are thankful for every

one who supports it. 

We have luncheon after the morning service

We have very good food and good fellowship.

We are very thankful to our friend Aaron

Fowler who teaches us on Wednesday nights.

We enjoy his teaching and he is doing wonder

ful teaching on Minor Prophets. 

July 17th we had an appreciation dinner for

Bro Estill and Dottie Lewis. They are very spe

cial to us and we appreciate them so very much.

Aug. 10th a group of us we went to Noah’s Ark

Museum in Williamstown, KY. It was very

interesting to know more about history.  Thank

the LORD that gave us a safe trip.

Aug 1418th we had a revival. We had very

good singing and heard powerful messages.We

appreciate Rowland Caper, Buck Smith,

Randy Nichols and Josh Sloas who preached. 

Aug. 1927th we had a fellowship revival with

seven churches. Each church hosted a service. It

is blessing to see seven churches come together

in one accord of and one mind. We are praying

to see more lost souls saved. 

Jim Conley, Pastor

Dean Lewis, Reporter

SOUTHWEST (CAPITAL CITY)

As summer comes to end, we are thankful for

God’s grace.  We were so thankful that Carolyn

Meade is finally fully recovered from her

recent emergency operation and illness. 

Our VBS was great again this year with good

attendance and lots of fun for the children and

in July we sent over 50 Children and Adults to

the NOYC Youth Camp, and what a great time

of fellowship it was.  

Several in the church surrendered to God’s

calling on their life, Chris Ferguson and

Jamison Stilson announced their call to preach,

several others announced they were called to

sing or play music for the Lord.  God is really

pouring out his blessings on our church.  

In August we celebrated our 48th

Homecoming with Jeff Dickens singing and

Jason Meade bringing the message, followed

by a delicious meal. Tammy Robinette sang

for us August 11th and we had a surprise visit

from George Holley August 18th, with a won

derful message on “Is your Faith where it
should be?”

Upcoming events include a fall festival

September 29th and our annual Fall Revival

with Calvin Ray Evans and Brian Baer

October 1418th. Also, we are planning a 50th

Preaching Anniversary celebration for Freddy

Dutton during the last night of the revival. 

On August 25th our church collected 252 lbs.

of coins for the Fellowship Tract League.

(Picture below.)

Please pray for us as we continue “On the
Move for Christ.” 

John Meade, Pastor 

Anita Stanton, Reporter

HERITAGE (CAPITAL CITY)

Thank God for His blessings!

It’s been a busy and hot summer and we are

looking forward to fall and the change in the

weather.

Congratulations to our Music Pastor, Jacob

Lute and his wife, Whitney. They were mar

ried July 27, 2019.  We are excited to welcome

Whitney to our church!

On August 24th we held our annual Kidsquest

KickOff Celebration!  It was so exciting to see

so many kids and families from the community

attend.  We had over 65 children register to be a

part of our Wednesday night youth program.

There is still time to register your child for

Kidsquest.  Our first official night of club was

held September 4th from 7:008:00pm.

We are looking forward to our fall revival with

guest preacher, Mike Cash from Mesa, AZ.

Revival service times:  Sunday, September 15 at

10:30am and 6:00pm and Monday – Wednesday

(September 1618) at 7:00pm.  Please begin to

pray for these meetings.

Tim W. Stout, Pastor

Stephanie Wolfe, Reporter

FIRST SPRINGFIELD (FRANKLIN)

Hello everyone.

Summer is almost behind us and we are look

ing forward to the fall weather.   

With Pastor Mark’s retirement, we have voted

in Adam McCarty as the pastor of our church. 

Adam is married to Rachelle. They have a son

Gavin who is four years old and a daughter

Gracie who is one. Adam was raised in our

church and has filled in for Pastor Mark and has

been our temporary pastor for the last few

months. 

We pray that the Lord continues to bless Adam

and the Holy Spirit continues to lead him in his

sermons. Please keep Adam and his family in

your prayers.

Before our last picnic we handed out fliers

inviting our neighbors around the church to

come and join us. We had 31 visitors! We are

praying that they will visit us in our church

services also. 

May God bless.

Adam McCarty, Pastor

Linda O’Neal, Reporter

OAK HILL (JACKSON)

Greetings to all.

God is still blessing. We are growing in atten

dance and having some wonderful spiritfilled

services. 

Five new members were added to our church

family. They are a wonderful blessing to our

church.

Brother Allen Simpson was voted back in as

our pastor and Bro. Danny Boggs as assistant

pastor. We are so thankful for these two men of

God.

We had a fish fry on July 14th. Bro. Allen

Simpson preached the morning service and had

a wonderful sermon on “Body, Soul and Spirit”
from Hebrews 7. In the afternoon service we

had special signing from the The Little Family

and Bro. Tim Simpson preached a message on

“Favor” from Psalm 44.   We had a wonderful

time in the Lord with good  food and fellow

ship. We are thankful for everyone who helped

out.

We thank Bro. Jamie Fortner for preaching

for us July 21st. Bro. Chris LeMaster preached

on July 27th and his church choir came and

sang. We are thankful for our visitors and their

fellowship.

On August 1st, Bro. Lesley Miller passed

away. He was a life long member and deacon

here at Oak Hill Church. He lived at Jenkins

Care Community in assisted living for the last

several years. He turned 101 years old on July

28th. He will be greatly missed by everyone

who knew him.

Allen Simpson, Pastor

Sandy Clark, Reporter
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CELEBRATION! 
FOR 50 YEARS OF 

PREACHING THE GOSPEL
FOR 

Dr. FREDDY W. DUTTON

Southwest Free Will     
Baptist Church

1542 Greenleaf Road
Columbus, Ohio 43223

October 18, 2019
7 p.m.

Everyone is invited that knows Bro. Freddy or
has heard him preach these past 50 years.



GRACE

Hello and greetings from Grace FWB Church.

We trust all are doing well. We here at GFWB

church are doing great! 

We have been having wonderful services,

we've welcomed two new members and visi

tors. God has truly been blessing us. Bro.

Wayne Altmen and Sis. Kim Altman have taken

membership and we thank the Lord for that. Sis.

Rene has been coming and bringing others with

her. She is a great addition to the church. 

We're thankful for the visiting preachers that

come and help us out while we are without a

pastor. Bro. Wayne s also a great blessing to the

church, he helps out and preaches for us too.

We continue to pray for all  of  you and your

churches. Please pray for all the students that

have gone back to school, as well as our leaders.

Our country needs much prayer. Also pray for

Sis. Kim. She lost her mother and she is also

still healing from foot surgery. Also remember

Sis. Kathy's mother who is healing from a fall.

We all need to pray for our lost and the sick and

homeless. We all know how very important our

prayers are. God loves to hear from His people,

our prayer requests and our prayers of thanks to

Him.

We will be having a three day revival starting

Oct. 10th with Bro. Bill Alford, Oct. 11th with

Bro. Homer Taylor and Oct. 12th  with Bro.

Charles Sallee. Singing will be our church

members, High and Sue Thomas and Danny

Ray. We invite you all to come and join us for

this as well as our Sunday Service, Sunday

school at !0:00 a.m. and worship service at

11:00 a.m.

Blessings to all.

Elaine Booth, Reporter

BEECH GROVE (FRANKLIN)

FWB friends who read our reports and visit

our churches, gain understanding of our beliefs,

and sometimes give us an encouraging boost to

keep on doing what we are called to do.  It is

hard work to encourage these folks to come

back.  It adds to our services with a spiritual

bond when we have visitors.  So keep on join

ing us to praise God.

Pastor Joe Pinkerton is preaching in the serv

ices and has substitute ministers, Ed Crone and

Ron Adams filling in some of the time.

Unfortunately I, Gloria Kidder, do not have

anyone to play the piano for me when I am ill.

However, Bro. Ed Crone does very well on the

guitar,  If anyone lives near Wilmington and

knows how to play the piano, please come visit

our church and see if it might be a place for you.

The women's group discussed having a bake

and yard sale on the first Friday and Saturday of

November. Please be watching for an

announcement in the Church Briefs in

the"Wilmington News Journal". 
It is so sad when our trustees work so hard to

keep things nice, then, to find out that in July,

for the third time, some one trashed our office,

cut a screen in the fellowship hall, and knocked

out our air conditioner.  

Last October our neighbor's water line broke

and flooded our yard.This meant that the church

parking lot had to be torn up to repair the leak.

We are grateful to the "Water Works". They

repaired the damage this August.

Evangelist Tim Case will be preaching

September 29th at the 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM

services.

The church extends sympathy to the Burris

family (former members of Beech Grove) and

the family of our former pastor, Bro. John

Blount. H. David Burris, 75, of Wilmington,

passed away Sunday, August 25, 2019.

Joseph Pinkerton, Pastor

Gloria Kidder, Reporter

CENTERBURG (CAPITAL CITY)

Happy fall to everyone!  Cool weather is upon

us.  But we don’t have to be in a cold state of

mind, spiritually that is.  

Bro. Micah Tuggle brought to us a message on

“Get out of the Cave” from 1 Kings 19: 915.

To sum it up in a few words,  we can’t work for

the Lord if we hide in our dark, cold caves.  Just

like Elijah who didn’t hear the still small voice

of God until he came out of the cave he was hid

ing in.  We can’t let our light shine to a lost and

dying world unless we are willing to get out of

the cave.  No one can see or hear us there.  We

need to shine our light so others can see.

We thank the Lord for the three souls that have

been added to the kingdom!  God is so good!

Let’s keep praying for our lost friends and loved

ones.As long as they are breathing there is hope.

The Lord blessed us with another great year

for youth camp, VBS and our annual fish fry

and auction.  Now it’s that time of year for our

Homecoming Revival September 1215th.

Calvin Ray Evans, Brian Baer, Garrett Fitch

and Arthur McFarland will be preaching with

special singing each night. 

Our  Amish Trip will be Monday, September

23rd and Trunk or Treat will be in October.  

Pray with us that whatever we do or wherever

we go that Christ will shine through us, that we

can see souls saved!

Until next time, If the Lord should tarry.

Mark Tuggle, Pastor

Sandy McDowell, Reporter

GERMANY HOLLOW (PINE CREEK)

Greetings from Germany Hollow FWB

Church.

It has certainly been a hot and seemingly short

summer. Several projects have taken place at

our little church. We removed several large

damaged trees. We had to install a new roof due

to damage from a wind storm. We decided to

install a new black metal roof and it looks real

ly great.  

We are sad to report after ten wonderful years

Pastor Steve Luster felt God leading him in

another direction. We did not want Steve to

leave but completely understand we must listen

to God. We trust He will provide us a new pas

tor in His time and choosing. We also wish

Steve the very best as God uses him in His min

istry. 

Many wonderful messages have been brought

by visiting preachers; Ryan Hagan, Gary

Dheel, George Cade, Ron Henthorn, Buck

Music, Ron Litz, Jeremy Hatfield, Adam

Henry, Richard Kuhn, Trevor Carver and

Chase Holbrook. Sorry if I left anyone out. We

thank them for their service to God and filling

our pulpit. 

We have had two births in the church. Wes and

Lacey Bame were blessed with their first baby,

Blake. Zach and Kiya Humphreys are the new

parents of their third child, Zyler. Bro. Steve

Luster will return to dedicate these new pre

cious children in our morning service Sept.

29th.  

Several new people have been attending and

we hope they decide to make Germany Hollow

their home church. Our homecoming will be

September 8th with Gary Dheel preaching.  

We look forward to a beautiful fall and then to

that busy holiday season, but most importantly

celebrating our Savior’s birth. 

Until next time, keep us in your prayers.

Carolyn Crall, Reporter
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Available

The following ministers are available to fill the pulpit for pastors 
who have to be away from their church.  Many are 

interested in conducting revivals as well.

Bill Alford, Strongsville, Oh                   (440) 572-1614
Lee Aldridge, Londonderry, Oh (740) 887-4065
Anthony “Tony” W. Blackburn, Mechanicsburg, Oh                    (614) 623-0031
Mike Blanton, Grove City, Oh                      (614) 871-2795
Larry Brown, London, Oh  (740) 852-0586
Chad Booth, Ashland, Oh (330) 715-8403
Ron Brown, Hillsboro, Oh                        (937) 402-4452
Roger Childers, W Liberty, Oh (937) 869-4890
Steven Conn, Hayesville, Oh (419) 651-9639
Andrew Cordell, Marysville, Oh (937) 215-4037
Roger Crusie, Greenfield, Oh                (937) 981-3529
Mike Daniel, Englewood, Oh (937) 836-0540
Martin Denes, Chillicothe, Oh (740) 701-2124 
Luther Dingess, Fort Gay, WV         (304) 648-5901
Freddy Dutton, Columbus, Oh                  (614) 276-0200
Michael Ellis, Columbus, Oh (614) 917-7309
James England, Columbus Oh             (614) 846-6654
Packy Gibson, Hillsboro, Oh                   (937) 393-2730
Randy Hall, Hillsboro, Oh             (937) 365-1657
Edwin Hayes, Reynoldsburg, Oh        (614) 751-1190
Carl Jenkins, Cleveland, Oh          (216) 351-2475
James Johnson, Rittman, Oh              (330) 331-6088
Jason Jones, Marysville, Oh     (937) 241-1622
William Jones, Marysville, Oh             (937) 594-1331
Paul Keener, Westerville, Oh             (614) 891-4382
Robert Legg, Dayton, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep) (937) 648-9600
Alton Loveless, Columbus, Oh               (573) 330-7728
Rodger Marsh, Leesburg, Oh (937) 661-1169
Wayne Mays, Hilliard, Oh                   (614) 607-0634
Tom Murphy, Commercial Pt, Oh        (614) 218-5435
Robert Prichard, Cleveland, Oh (216) 347-1559
Freddie Ray, Omstead Falls, Oh (216) 355-2137 
Tom Spradlin, Portsmouth, Oh (FWB Family Ministries-Rep)               (740) 776-6677
Lowell Spencer, Ontario, Oh (419) 545-2449
Russell Street, London, Oh (614) 440-0045
Alex Stevens, Greenup, KY         (606) 473-5417
Talo Teo, Zanesville, Oh                      (740) 487-5735
Bill Turner, Carlisle, Oh                      (513) 746-5866
Tim Updike, Wellston, Oh                            (740) 384-3277
Dan Widdig, Lucasville, Oh (740) 259-5160
Josh Young, South Solon, Oh                   (937) 829-1723

FWB Ministers

Remember to show 
appreciation to your pastor
and his family this month!



Prayers for WISDOM Greatly

Appreciated: Here’s Why...
A couple of months ago we revealed the floor

plans for a potential building on our property.

These floor plans were a result of many YEARS

of discussion, prayer and a feasibility study

done by a highly recommended individual in

our community. What we did not have at that

time was an “estimate of probable cost.” We

received this estimate a few days ago and the

price was FAR MORE than I could have ever

imagined. For months I have been estimating

the building to come in at around 1 million dol

lars. However, the estimated probable cost actu

ally came in at 1.9 MILLION DOLLARS! This

would be a “turnkey” job, doing none of the

work ourselves (unfortunately our church hasn’t

been blessed with tons of construction talent as

of yet). 

As you can imagine this has caused me lots of

grief and I now have to consider, once again,

other alternatives. We DESPERATELY need

another building if we are going to be able to

minister to our community effectively and go

selfsupporting. I have shared before that our

building is not handicap accessible, and because

of other issues: lack of space, lack of parking

and difficult to find location, it would be a

waste of time and money to make our current

building handicap accessible when it still serves

as a hindrance to growth.

I hope to meet with our Building Committee

again soon to discuss their ideas and spend

more time in prayer. Here are some other

options I would appreciate you praying about

with us.

Another building in our area would come up for

sale that we can afford to purchase and remod

el. I have a real estate agent working on this for

us.

There are many buildings for sale in the area,

but they are either too big and would require too

much maintenance and utility costs or they do

not have adequate parking or they are not zoned

properly.

God would miraculously provide the money we

need to build on our property.

God would provide the labor and materials we

need at a reduced cost to build on our property.

A church in the area, that does not preach the

truth would close and we would be able to pur

chase an existing church building. 

That God would use YOU or someone else to

give us ideas and wisdom about things we

haven’t currently thought about and would pro

vide a solution to our dilemma.

That we would TRUST in the LORD with all of

our heart and not lean on our own understand

ing, but acknowledge Him in all our ways

knowing He will direct our paths! 

Continued from Page 3 National
Association Recap

Morgan celebrated important milestones in

2018, as 527 people accepted Christ, and 1,044

people were baptized in overseas ministries. He

applauded the faithfulness of missionaries, with

over 25% of the Free Will Baptist missionary

force now serving on the field for more than 20

years. Finally, Morgan celebrated nine new can

didates and two returning missionaries

approved during the board’s spring meeting.

WNAC

Director Elizabeth Hodges underscored the

mission of WNAC: to help each woman fulfill

her Godgiven roles in the Great Commission at

home, in her church, community, and around

the world. She noted most, if not all, Free Will

Baptist churches have a women’s ministry seek

ing to meet the needs of women in the church.

Because WNAC’s mission is the same, she

asked: “What can we learn from your women’s

ministry, and how can WNAC help, encourage,

and strengthen Free Will Baptist women?”

Hodges shared the development of denomina

tional women’s ministry over the decades, from

missionary support and the Steward Provision

Closet to youth training and events, national and

international educational scholarships, and pub

lishing Treasure devotional guide, which will

move online in 2020. Many Bible studies are

available in digital format at wnac.org. 

Hodges celebrated $450,000 given to ministry

causes in 2018, noting, “God has been faithful

to bless our efforts, proving again and again that

‘little is much when God is in it.’”

Hodges explained that moving forward,

WNAC will partner with all Free Will Baptist

women’s ministries, whether members of

WNAC or not. “How can we help your

women?” she repeated in conclusion. “What

can we learn from them? How can we serve

together to accomplish more for the Kingdom?”

Free Will Baptist Foundation

Director David Brown noted Free Will

Baptists have been involved in difficult ministry

through difficult times since the day the denom

ination was founded. This was true for his

department in 2018. The department reported a

decrease of 3% in total assets, a direct result of

chaotic fourthquarter stock market corrections.

Brown reported total assets down by $3.5 mil

lion in 2018, only the fourth decrease in the

Foundation’s 27year history.

Despite the downturn in assets, Money

Management Trusts increased, and the

Foundation received $800,000 in new planned

gifts. Brown celebrated the contrasting financial

picture during the first six months of 2019, with

an increase in assets of more than $7 million

and total assets exceeding $80 million for the

first time. 

The quick financial turnaround allowed the

department to continue offering grants in 2019,

distributing $500,000 to 22 Free Will Baptists

ministries. Brown noted, “While it is the intent

of the Foundation to make $500,000 in grants

every year, market conditions could affect our

ability to do so.” Brown promised listeners as

the culture grows darker and ministry becomes

more daunting, dangerous, and unpopular, the

Foundation stands ready to help Free Will

Baptists fight the darkness by providing finan

cial assistance. He honored outgoing board

members Donnie Miles (SC); Wendell Walley

(CA), who served as both vicechairman and

chairman of the board; and Keith Burden (TN).

North American Ministries

Director David Crowe reported a significant

financial progress. CELF finished $454,000 in

the black in 2018, and the trend continues into

2019. The same improvement is reflected in the

general fund, allowing overall ministries of

NAM to finish $301,000 in the black in 2018.

Crowe celebrated the ongoing work of church

planters, with 45 families in 31 active church

plants. Church planters are experiencing larger

launch attendance, and more salvation decisions

and baptisms than in previous years. Five

Hispanic families oversee 52 Spanishspeaking

church plants across the nation, giving the

department a total of 83 church plants. Crowe

announced a 2020 Power Conference for

Spanish speakers, May 2526, in Nashville,

Tennessee. The conference will explore a uni

fied vision for Hispanics. 

Master’s Men, now a division of NAM, con

tinues heading up denominational disaster

response, producing Direction Bible Studies,

hosting sports fellowship events, leading

Impact, coordinating convention ushering, and

restoring and maintaining the Ridge Church in

New Durham, New Hampshire.

The FWB chaplain’s program continues to

expand, with nine military chaplains in the

army, navy, army national guard, and reserves.

Four additional chaplains are gaining education

and experience to join the military chaplaincy,

while other chaplains are endorsed as hospital

chaplains, law enforcement chaplains, and one

chaplain serving the Secret Service. Crowe

announced that recently retired chaplain Terry

Austin will assist director of chaplain support

Kerry Steedley with the growing program. 

CH (COL) Kerry Steedley, director of chap

lain support, honored CH (COL) Terry Austin

and his wife Mona for more than 30 years in the

chaplaincy. Dr. Brad Ransom honored church

planters Tom and Pam Jones and Jenna and

Nate Altom for leading Keystone FWB

Church, Greensburg, Pa, to selfsupporting sta

tus.

Board of Retirement

Director John Brummitt celebrated the 50th

anniversary of their retirement plan under the

direction of the Board of Retirement. From

1969 to 2019, the plan has grown to nearly $70

million in assets. Brummitt noted that growth

continues at a nearrecord pace, and 2018 was a

good year for the board, though investments fell

off during a fourthquarter market correction,

affecting reporting numbers. 

Brummitt announced the upcoming Re:Invest

conference, Oct. 1719, in Nashville,  part of the

department's emphasis on financial training.

Brummitt strongly encouraged Free Will

Baptists to move away from the idea that con

tributing $1015 a month is sufficient to prepare

for a lengthy retirement. Instead, he urged care

ful calculation of the amount needed to provide

a sufficient monthly retirement income.

“The Lord has truly blessed our office over the

past 50 years,” Brummitt concluded. “And, we

continue to help our participants accumulate

assets and draw upon those assets during their

golden years. Our office will strive to continue

what has happened in the last 50 years….We

want to help you prepare for your future min

istry.”

Following the report, the department honored

longtime board member Rick Cason (GA) for

his service.

In other business, delegates resolved to stand

for life and against abortion; to research the fea

sibility of establishing term limits for annually

elected general officers; and to extend profound

gratitude to Keith Burden for his leadership,

and his family for their support and sacrifice.

From ONE Magazine
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Daryl Grimes
Family

Missionaries to Erie,
PA

How to Become a
Financial Partner

*Call (740) 352-3510 and I can
guide you through the process

*Visit www.homemissions.net
and click on “Automatic

Withdrawal” and follow the on
screen prompts

*E-mail me at
alightinerie@gmail.com

*Please contact Home Missions
if you need a new envelope.

Building Fund Update

$144,373.52 

is currently in our Building Fund!

Thanks for your faithfulness in

giving and praying about our

building situation! 

FELLOWSHIP TRACT LEAGUE  

For all of your TRACT needs  

Call Rep. Tim Lapish at 1-614-937-5746 
or 1-513-494-1075;

Available for pulpit supply
timJL52@yahoo.com
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FREDDY DUTTON MINISTRIES
“Holding Forth The Word of Life”

1700 Hale Court
Columbus, Ohio 43228

614/276-0200 or 614/738-0683
email: Reverenddutton@aol.com

Since our last report, we have had the privilege of preaching at the Vans Valley Community
Church, Wonderland Community Church, and the Southwest FWB Church.  As you can see,
our traveling to services out of town has stopped.  It is very difficult for me to travel long dis
tances and also bring the message.  The Parkinson's Disease just continues to advance with the
passing months.  This disease affects so many things about daily life that is difficult to explain
in a news release such as this.  After being examined by several physicians, I was informed that
I have had this disease for several years.  Even back four or five years ago, I knew that some
thing was wrong, but just did not know what exactly was happening.  I am thanking the Lord
that He allows me to still preach locally when possible.  We know that this has not taken God
by surprise!  He knows all things and we are simply trusting in His amazing love for us!  

There will be a "50" Year Celebration of my ministry on October 18, 2019 at 7 p.m.
at the Southwest FWB Church, 1542 Greenleaf Road, Columbus, Ohio 43223  This will be
the evening that concludes the scheduled fall revival with Rev. Calvin Ray Evans and Rev.
Brian Baer. We are asking everyone that has been a part of our ministry in anyway, please
mark your calendars for this special event.  It is going to mean so much to both of us to see you
there on this evening of October 18th. Terry really wanted to see this take place.  She remind
ed me over and over that you just cannot preach the Word of God for "50 Years" and not men
tion this milestone in your life!  Pastor John Meade, Pastor Tim Stout, Rev. Cal Ray Evans
and Rev. Brian Baer are involved in the planning of this celebration.  May the Lord receive
honor and glory through our lives of service to Him!

Also, we have diligently been working on a book this entire summer.  This book will include
an Autobiography of my life and ministry, sermon outlines, devotions, and illustrations and
poems.  If everything continues as planned, we may possibly have this for release on this
evening of October 18 at the "50" Year Celebration at the Southwest FWB Church.  Many,
many hours have been devoted to this project, and we are earnestly praying that the Lord will
use this for His honor and His glory and that it will touch others with the Amazing Love that
the Lord has for us!

We appreciate so much all you have done for us throughout Ohio!  We could never be where
we are today, without the dear saints of God in Ohio!  Please continue to pray for us!  "We love
you and thank God for your love in return to us these many years"!

For Revivals, Conferences, Homecoming and other special services, please
contact me at the above address.

Ohioan named Chief Operating Officer at Family Ministries

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries is pleased to announce that Jim

Robinette has been hired as the new COO (Chief Operating Officer) of the

ministry. 

Jim graduated with a BA from Bowling Green University in May of 1989,

and earned an MBA from Liberty University in December of 2006. 

Jim brings to Family Ministries nearly three decades of highly successful

management experience, having recently retired as the Global launch planning and workforce

manager for Ford Motor Company. 

“To say I am excited to have Jim Robinette coming on board our team is the understatement of

the year”, said Family Ministries CEO Jim McComas. “Jim has been a long time friend that I

have worked closely with on a number of projects over the years. To be able to hire a person with

his business acumen that is as fine a Christian man as I know, at just the time we needed some

one, is truly an act of God.” , McComas stated.

“I am excited and humbled by this opportunity”, Jim Robinette shared. “To be able to use my

business experience in a ministry that reaches the most broken and vulnerable among us is a

dream come true. I look forward to helping continue the 80 year legacy of such a fine organiza

tion. “ 

Jim, 55, has been married to his wife Tammy for 32 years. Tammy is an award winning, Grammy

nominated singer/songwriter in the southern gospel and bluegrass music field. Jim and Tammy

have one son, Preston, who is 28. 

The Robinette’s have recently relocated from Northeast Ohio to their new home in Jonesborough,

Tennessee. Jim began his new role at Family Ministries on August 1st.

Free Will Baptist Family Ministries, Inc.

90 Stanley Lane | Greeneville | TN | 37743

Voice:  423.278.1564 | Fax: 423.639.5083

A comprehensive resource for coping with
stress in ministry

Concise Biblical teaching to support min
istry leaders

Written by a qualified voice that offers real
solutions to those struggling
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Are you receiving the

If you like to begin receiving all the Ohio FWB News, just send your
email address to 

ehayes@ambassadorbible.com



PLEASANT HILL (CENTRAL OHIO)

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the
LORD.” Psalms 33:12. 

Hope everyone had a happy 4th of July. We are

so thankful for freedom in our country!

We have been busy in our church. We had a

songfest with local singers from our church and

other church singers.

On July 4th we were honored to have Rev.

Ronnie Miller come and preach for us in the in

AM service. He did a wonderful job!

August 4th was our homecoming. Bro. Dorsel

Messick preached for us. We had dinner in the

basement with good food and fellowship.

We had our annual yard sale  on  September 6

7th. We sold hot dogs and sloppy joes and

drinks. We enjoyed the day.

Until next time, may God bless you!

Bob Franklin, Pastor

Marjorie Abrams, Reporter

UNITED (CAPITAL CITY)

Blessings from United FWB Church in

Massillon. We’d like to thank the preachers and

singers for a great revival.  Our homecoming

was August 18th with Bro. Paul Daniels

preaching and Paul James Sound singing.

Everyone enjoyed food and fellowship.

Bro. James Johnson just finished our study of

Revelation in our Sunday Evening service and

has begun the study “Building a Better
Christian Home.”

September 21st we will be doing a community

outreach in downtown Massillon, giving out

some refreshments, information and talking to

everyone about Christ.  “And he said unto them,
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature.” Mark 16:5

September 28th will be our next “Pizza,

Prayer, and a Movie.” We invite all to come and

watch free, a good Christian based movie, and

enjoy pizza and fellowship. 

Pastor Appreciation Day is coming up October

6th. There will be a surprise preacher, and

singers, food and fellowship. All are welcome

in joining us to show Pastor Randy Keffer how

much he is appreciated.

October 19th we will be at Camp Wanake for

our annual Chili cookoff and hayride.

Please join us in prayer for our members with

illnesses, and remember us in our quest for a

larger building.

Prayers for all of you.

Randy Keffer, Pastor

Linda Webb, Reporter

MCGUFFEY (NORTH & WESTERN)

“This is the day which the LORD hath made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps. 118:24

Greetings from McGuffey FWBC to all our

brothers and sisters.  We have had a very nice

summer weatherwise.  We are looking forward

to seeing God’s colorful handiwork as fall

approaches!

Pastor Webb preached at the North and

Western Conference of FWB churches on

August 3rd at the High FWB Church.    The next

day at our Sunday morning service we were all

thanking God for the four precious souls who

accepted Christ as their Savior!

The next two Sundays Pastor Webb preached

on what to expect once you get saved and the

importance of baptism.

On August 24th we enjoyed a visit from the

Randy Nichols family with music and preach

ing.

We hope all of our students who are returning

to school have a blessed year of learning and

growing and  pray for  God’s  blessings on us

all!

Don Webb, Pastor

Sue Smith, Reporter

NORTHRIDGE

Blessings from Northridge FWB Church! 

We just finished up our annual Coming

Together Church Revival with six other church

es, wherein we meet at a different church each

night.  It was spiritually refreshing and great fel

lowship.  

We began our annual homecoming revival on

Wednesday, September 4th, with our homecom

ing service and dinner on Sunday, September

8th.  Our Assistant Pastor, Josh Branscomb,

preached our revival, and we had special singers

each service.  

Carl Poynter, from our church, went to

Kochi, Japan, with a 4man team in August to

help build a church.  They also had the opportu

nity to pass out 300400 tracts in town while

there.  What a blessing to share Christ and work

alongside our Japanese brothers and sisters.

Four other men from our church went on a mis

sion trip to Colombia.  In addition to going door

to door and to share the gospel to the homeless

at night, they also had the opportunity to go to a

Colombian prison and share Jesus Christ with

the prisoners.  God is good!

Please pray for the lost, the backslider, the dis

couraged Christian, our nation, our military, and

our first responders.  Pray and ask God to show

you His will for your life.

Tune in to our weekly radio ministry on

Sunday at 2:30 p.m. (Station WGNZ 1110 AM

and 104.3 FM)

Join us in service on our church web page

–www.northridgefwbc.org and click on live

streaming

In His service. 

Tim Hamilton, Pastor

Corky Coomes, Reporter

COMMUNITY (CENTRAL OHIO)

We have enjoyed our summer here at our

church! We had a great VBS. We had several

new kids and families attend. Some have start

ed coming regularly to church, what a blessing!

Our Friday night program and cookout was a

big hit. We always enjoy this time of fellowship

and food. We are looking forward to next year!

Summer is coming to an end! School has start

ed and the ox roast in West Jefferson is starting.

The ox roast has a community Sunday morning

church service and Bro. Jerry will be preaching

this service. This is so wonderful! We will be

having the service in the park of West Jefferson.

What a great witness for God and our church!

After the community service, we will still have

time to come to our church for our services.  

We also have a wedding to attend later in the

afternoon. Bro. Bill and Sis Caryn Jackson

(they are our song leader and pianist) their son

Mack is marrying the lovely Cherry Wang. God,

please be with this young couple. 

Now its time for our October schedule of

events. We will be having our communion and

feetwashing service October 6th. The service is

special because of practicing what the Lord

wants us to do in memory of Him. And we do. 

October 13th will be the 60th Homecoming

service for our church! What an honor to be a

part of the church and celebrate this occasion!

Please come and join us for dinner and a time of

fellowship. Our church has a great history and

we pray to continue on till His face we see! 

We will be having our annual bonfire on

October 23rd. This is our regular Wednesday

night Bible study service which will be the time

we dedicate the shelter house also, this event is

always so much fun. We always have a huge fire

with hot dogs, baked beans, chips etc. Plus the

All important SMORES! Come join us for this

dedication service and lots of fun. 

God bless all our sister churches! 

Jerry Newman, Pastor

A. Friend, Reporter
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BOOKKEEPING
ACCOUNTING
NOTARY PUBLIC

M. J. LOWE’S
INCOME TAX SERVICE

3213 SOUTH HIGH STREET
COLUMBUS OHIO 43207

JIM & JEAN LOWE                         Phone 16144916280
OWNERS                                            FAX 16144914554

MJLOWE24@YAHOO.COM

2019 HOLY GROUND FREE WILL BAPTIST YOUTH FOR CHRIST CAMP
Located at:  5150 RIBER RD, HILLSBORO, OHIO 45133

(Bldg- Worship, Devotions, Recreation, etc.)  (New Kitchen/Dining Hall Building)             (Completely new Kitchen facilities)

(Improved Pond facilities)

Newly built, fully furnished kitchen and dining area, as well as the huge pond is now available for swimming and
pedal boats!  A Pastor from a camp in 2012 was so impressed with our improvements in these areas that he said
he wished other FWB churches were aware of our new (Kitchen/Dining hall) and improved (the Pond) facilities. 

For leasing and information on the above camps call Larry Glenn (937) 478-3815, 
Donna Glenn (937) 475-2710, 

Rev. Steve Nickels (937) 478-1182,  Pastor Tim Hamilton (937) 559-1966
or Email us at timham@reagan.com.  

2020 Camps
(Dates to be Announced)

Sr. Co-ed Camp (Ages 13-20 boys/girls)       Jr. Boys Camp (Ages 8-13)      Jr. Girls Camp (Ages 8-13)

Please let us know if you would like to view a camp presentation.

A ministry of Northridge Free Will Baptist Church, 4800 Payne Ave, Dayton, OH 45414



REDEEMER (CENTRAL OHIO)

The Central Ohio Conference will be held at

Redeemer on Saturday, November 2nd.  We are

looking forward to seeing everyone.

Additionally, the Central Ohio Conference

Revival with Rev. Edwin Hayes, will be held

November 24th, at 6:00 p.m., Nov. 25th  and

26th at 7:00 p.m.  What a wonderful way to

round out our year!

We would also love to see you at our revival to

be held September 811th, with messages by

Brothers Bill Pitts, Tom Dooley and Mike

Mounts and singing by the Ohio Ministers’

Trio.

On October 6th at 4:00 p.m., the Dumplin

Valley Trio will be with us in concert.

Additionally, on November 17th, at the 10:30

a.m. service, The Woodsmen Quartet will be

with us.

We had a wonderful time at our Christmas

party last year, with almost 80 attendees, and we

want to invite you to join us once again at our

Christmas Dinner on December 13th, at the

Lodge at Lake Choctaw.  We certainly would

like to pack the place with friends.  You just

need to let Pastor Mike know how many family

and friends you are bringing with you.  The

food is wonderful and The Victory Trio will be

joining us.

If you’re ever in the area, please stop in and

join us for service on Sunday mornings at 10:30

a.m. and Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. or on

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.

Michael Baldwin, Pastor

Nena Dillon, Reporter

ANTIOCH (CENTRAL OHIO)

The Spirit of the Lord is in this place! We have

been blessed with great worship services. We

recently had 10 new members join our church.

and recently baptized four people.

Our 40th annual homecoming was a great suc

cess, Undivided sang with great spirit and

power!  Pastor Jim preached the morning mes

sage.  We had 109 in our worship service. 

Our junior church is growing and more work

ers are volunteering to teach. Our teens are very

active as well.Our Wednesday night Bible study

and carry in dinner is a great uplifting to all.  

Fall is fast approaching and we hope to have

some great activities for everyone.  We will

soon host a movie night in our fellowship hall

on a Saturday.  We plan to show the movie “War
Room”, with popcorn of course.

Oct. 1920th Evangelist Audie Murphy, from

Clothier, WV will be with us on Saturday

evening at 7:00 and Sunday morning at 10:30.

We are excited to hear this great man of God.

We pray this finds you all well. For those who

are carrying burdens and health issues, are

prayers are with you. This world is in need of

God.

Our pastor has been attending the local village

council meetings twice a month, he opens with

prayer at each meeting.  We need this in all of

our government offices.

Be strong in the Lord he may be coming soon!

God bless till next time.

Jim Blankenship, Pastor

Linda Blankenship Reporter

FIRST DAYTON (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from First Dayton FWB!

Summer is leaving us and we are grateful for

all our blessings.

Our pastor and family enjoyed vacationing this

July and we enjoyed our visiting ministers

Brothers Don Little and Holly VanHoose.

Both our visiting ministers are from Mt. Olive

FWB Church.  Bro Dan Robinette and Bro.

Charlie Brewster did a wonderful job filling in

for our song leader on vacation.

August came with Coming Together Church
Revival. We enjoyed hearing our singers, The

Creech Sisters at Mt Olive. The church was a

was full.

Our homecoming service and dinner will be

September 15th.  Would love for you to join us

in fellowship and dine.

Our condolences go out to Bernie Maxwell

Family. Our congregation is in need of prayers,

as well as our sisters in nursing homes.  Our

hospital patients are Sister Mary Coldiron and

Sister Ruth Jean Bowman.

Bro. Darryl Billheimer and his granddaughter

Rose did wonderful job at Demonstration
Shaggy goes to Bible School. Brother Rufus

Miller was able to sing “The Last Altar Call”.

Huge thanks goes to Arlene Raleigh, as she

sends us cards to remind us we all reached a

year older and anniversaries.  We appreciate her

kindness.

You can hear Pastor Long’s sermons and spe

cial singing on Facebook

WWW:Facebook.com/First Dayton Free Will

Church.  Don’t forget. Pastor Long hosts a

weekly radio program called “Sunday Mornings

with Jesus” on WGNZ 104.3 FM.1110 AM.

8:00 to 8:30 a/m/

Mark Long, Pastor

Marcella Keaton, Reporter

NEW HOPE (CORNERSTONE)

We praise the Lord for a wonderful summer

and looking forward to a beautiful and exciting

fall season.   

Our homecoming will be Sunday, September

22, at 10:30 a.m.  Richard Burns, pastor at

Hillsboro Free Will Baptist Church will be

speaking and Spiritual Echoes will be singing.

Our Lord has great things in store for us....He

just keeps on giving...and we must keep on

working until He comes.

Linda Combs, Reporter

GAHANNA (CORNERSTONE)

The past two months have been busy for

Gahanna FWB Church. 

Vacation Bible School was A big success! The

average attendance was 75 each night. We thank

the teachers for their dedication and desire to

help children learn about God. Thank you to

everyone that had a part in VBS.

We celebrated our Homecoming Service on

August 11th. The Hamilton Road Quartet

praised the Lord in song. We had a pot luck

lunch after the service and enjoyed fellowship

with all in attendance.

Rev. Edwin Hayes came on August 12th. to

preach a week long revival. We enjoyed a spirit

filled service each night. Special singers during

the week included Violet Maynard Family,

Sammy Stambaugh, The Sword Family, The

Hamilton Road Quartet, Dan Bayes and

Hager Hill Quartet.

Sunday August 18th. Rev. Ronnie Spriggs

from Kentucky blessed us in our morning serv

ice with his singing and preaching. 

As always, remember to pray for the shutins

and the lost. God bless.

Curtis Booth, Pastor

Bonnie Justice, Reporter 

SWAUGER VALLEY (PINE CREEK)

The joy of the Lord is our strength!  What an

amazing few months we have had here at

Swauger Valley!  

Homecoming service in July was such a bless

ing as well as the fellowship following service.

Our youth team work in Tennessee was a great

time of ministry, fun and a blessing to meet and

work alongside fellow FWB youth from

Spartanburg FWB, North Carolina.  Pastor

Mike Simpson has brought the Word of God in

sermons that continue to move us to grow in the

Lord and to seek Him.  

We enjoyed a great day with our youth during

our Back to School Spirit Day as we joined to

support them all as they return to school for

another year including a special service with

our teens, the junior church and message from

our Youth Pastor, Scott Brafford.  

We are now looking forward to hosting a youth

revival September 2829th with guest singing

and preaching and skits with our Swauger

Valley Radiate Youth Team! Be sure to bring

your youth and join us!

May God bless!

Mike Simpson, Pastor

Laura Simpson, Reporter

SAMANTHA (FRANKLIN)       

Greetings our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Because of grace and mercy, I’m able to bring

you our church activities one more time. August

3rd our men and women held their monthly

prayer breakfast. Aug 4th we held our home

coming. A most generous carry in dinner was

served. We were blessed with two services of

singing by Anointed Hearts.

Aug 11th in Bro. Wiley Perkins’ absence Bro.

Edwin Hayes delivered our morning message.

The subject of his message was a question.

“What is society missing?” Proverbs 9:10. The

answer to the question was, “We’re missing

God’s wisdom.”

There were 30 children in attendance of our

VBS held in June. The girls won the contest of

most coins collected with $55.00. The boys col

lected $34.00. These monies go to our missions.

I heard someone received a pie in the face due

to being losers. Won’t tell who!

Our church family was touched with sadness

due to the passing on of three of our members.

Jo Ann Bobbitt, Charlotte E. Stone and Gene

Foley.

Until next time May God bless and keep us in

his will and by His grace.

Wiley B. Perkins, Pastor

Eleanor Cumberland, Reporter
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“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in
them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and
them that hear thee.” I Timothy 4:16

Thought for the Month
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New Board Members Elected at Convention
Delegates to the 83rd session of the National Association of the Free Will Baptists elected two

new members to the board of IM, Inc. following General Director Clint Morgan’s report

July 24th.

Delegates elected Casey Cariker (Oklahoma) to replace the unexpired term of Robert Posner

(Texas) who resigned the end of 2018 and Darren Walker (North Carolina) to fill the unexpired

term of Danny Gasperson (North Carolina). Danny joined the IM staff on July 1st.

Cariker pastors Rejoice FWB Church in Owasso, Oklahoma. He has served the congregation

since 2000—first in student ministries and then as teaching pastor before becoming lead pastor in

2011. Casey has served on the Oklahoma State Missions Board for the past four years. He’s also

served Oklahoma on the Christian Education Board. Active in overseas missions efforts, Cariker

has participated in shortterm trips to eight countries. A true Acts 1:8 pastor, he has also led

Rejoice to assist North American church planters in Arizona, Illinois, and California. A graduate

of MidAmerica Christian University, he earned his master’s degree from Moody Bible Seminary.

Additional studies include the Ambassador Program for Apologetics and the Bonhoeffer Project.

Cariker’s term will expire in 2024. 

Darren Walker began pastoring First FWB Church in Washington, North Carolina, in February

2019, after 12 years as youth and children’s pastor. Prior to that he served First FWB Church,

North Little Rock, Arkansas, as youth pastor. A 1993 graduate of Welch College, Darren’s Great

Commission passion has resulted in him leading 33 shortterm mission trips in six states, one

U.S. territory, and five countries. Walker has participated in 11 trips to Svishtov, Bulgaria, work

ing with IM missionaries Tim and Lydia Awtrey. He has led the last seven trips. Walker’s term

will expire in 2024.

“What a blessing to see God use the men and women who represent our churches in the business

session to fill the IM board with a diverse representation of our denomination, people who love

God and have His heart for the lost around the world,” stated General Director Clint Morgan.

“We are delighted to have these men join the board. Join me in praying for all our board mem

bers.”

Cariker and Walker join Janice Banks (Texas), Will Harmon (Ark.), Cameron Lane (Ark), Jeff

Manning (board chairman, NC), Jeff Nichols (vicechairman, TN), Mark Price (secretary,

Ohio), and Rodney Yerby (Al.) as members of the IM board. 

International
Mission News

Franklin Conference 
Revival

Sunday Service at 6:00 pm 
MondayWednesday Services at 7:00 pm

Westerville FWB Church  
390 E College Avenue 

Westerville, Ohio 43081

Central Ohio Conference
Revival

Sunday Service at 6:00 pm
MondayTuesday Services at 7:00 pm

Redeemer FWB Church
170 SR 56 NW

London, Ohio 43140

September 1518

For more information contact (614) 6262078
Rev. Jerry Sargent, Executive Secretary of Franklin Conference

Rev. Paul Etterling, Pastor

Edwin Hayes

November 2426

Rev. Mike Baldwin, Pastor

Thank you to everyone that came out

and supported our youth at the 2019

Vertical III Conference at the National

Association of Free Will Baptists, in

Cincinnati.  We were blessed to have

Derreck Lute preach the word Sunday

morning and host the rest of the events

of the week.  Congratulations to all of

our competitors that placed in their

events in the CTS Ministry Expo.  We

are looking forward to the future of all

of our Ohio youth!

Memorization: Group Memorization:
A.03 – Ella Luthy (Ambassador) – 2nd Place

B.05 – Ana Luthy (Ambassador) – 2nd Place

C.09 – Haley Wellman (Westerville)– 2nd

Place

Sign Language – Group:
6.12 A – Hunter Wellman/Aslyn Mounts

(Westerville) 2nd Place

Christian Literature

Recitation:
6.20 C – Charli Rawe (Troy) – 1st Place

C.09g – Haley Wellman/Kailey

Kuhnheim (Westerville) – 3rd Place

D.11g – Porter Youth (Fiona

McKee/Isaac Osborne) – 1st Place

Mixed Media:
7.30 B – Brianna Montoya (Troy) –

2nd Place

Drawing: 
7.20 C  Joel Etterling (Westerville) –

1st Place



Williams Road FWB Pastor Louis Nettleton

suffered a light stroke August 2nd and was

taken to Mt. Carmel East Hospital in Columbus.

He is now home recovering.

Heritage FWB Pastor Tim Stout had surgery

on his foot August 15th and another procedure

September 6th.  He is now home recovering.

Forrest Smith from the Unity FWB Church in

Middleburg Heights stands in need of a liver

transplant.

Fellowship FWB Pastor David Reese had sur

gery July 17th at Dublin Memorial Methodist

Hospital. He is now home recovering. 

Troy Sadowski from the FWB Foundation, his

23 year old son Zach Sellers, has been diag

nosed with cancer and is requesting prayer.

Troy spoke at the Ohio Men's Retreat in 2018.  

Chris Webb, son of the late Rev. Gene Webb

and his wife Carolyn (Longtime FWB Family

Ministry Representatives) was taken to the hos

pital August 11th. He had 100% blockage in one

artery and 85% in another. They did bypass in

August. He is doing well.

Todd Wildermuth from the McGuffey FWB

Church has been in serious back pain.

Former Williams Road FWB Pastor Larry

Sparks as been in very serious condition.

Dick Shaw from the Fairview Church has neu

ropathy in his feet.  He now had a spinal stimu

lator to mask the pain. Also, his wife Barbara

Shaw has been ill as well.    

National Home Missionary to Erie, PA and

former Harrison FWB Pastor Daryl Grimes

suffered a light stroke August 24th. He is now

home recovering.

FREDERICK FWB (PINE CREEK)

Our church family has lost a faithful servant.

Cecil “Glay” Cameron went home to be with

Jesus July 20th. He is survived by his wife,

Clorene, who currently is a resident at

Portsmouth Pavillion. Our congregation misses

Glay’s joyful testimony and Clorene’s singing.

We pray that she will be able to return soon to

worship with us. We also continue to pray for Jr

and Etha Howard who, due to health issues, are

unable to attend services.

We are currently enjoying some interesting

lessons in our Wednesday evening Bible study.

Don Meadows is leading us in The Mayberry

Bible Study. Each week we watch an episode of

the Mayberry show, mine it for Biblical lessons

and discuss our findings. Some of the topics we

have discussed are Peace, Service, Mercy and

Commitment. Before Bible study on August

28th, we celebrated Pastor Rusty’s birthday. We

pray God blesses him with many more.

On August 25th, we celebrated homecoming.

We were blessed with preaching by Adam

Henry and singing by Fred Spencer in the

morning service. We heard another inspiring

sermon by Adam in the afternoon service.

Special singing by several of our members

blessed the afternoon service.

We look forward to the fall season and more

special services, including one with Robert

Legg, representative from FWB Family

Ministries, on October 6th. Our church is col

lecting items needed by these ministries and

will present them to him.

In closing, I leave you with this quote by Paul

in 1 Thessalonians 3:12.”And the Lord make
you to increase and abound in love one toward
another.” May all our churches experience this.

Rusty Larter, Pastor

Janet Meadows, Reporter

MOUNT STERLING (TRINITY)

Greetings from the Mount Sterling FWB

Church. The last few months, we have had a

few young people give their lives to the Lord!

Praise God! He is still working! On August

18th, at Darby Creek, we had 12 people bap

tized. It was such an exciting day for our

church. 

On September 15th, we will celebrate our 64th

Homecoming. We would love for you to come

and worship with us. 

October 5th will be our Sunday school picnic.

And on October 12th, the ladies auxiliary will

host their first Annual Chicken Noodle Dinner

Fundraiser at our church. The cost will be

$10.00 for a plate. As always keep our church

es, our youth, and our country in your prayers.

J.D. Bowman, Pastor 

Brandi Graham, Reporter

ROSEDALE (CAPITAL CITY)

Greetings from your friends at Rosedale FWB.

We look forward to sharing our many blessings

with you.  God has been working some miracles

at our church. Through people getting saved

that families have been praying for a very long

time.  We have also had some in our church with

family members being diagnosed with cancer

and through God’s grace and the prayers of the

people, some are in remission or their cancer

has completely disappeared and for others, we

are continuing to pray for healing. 

We recently held our revival. The church was

full each night with God's people praising God

as only His children can do. Inspiring messages

were preached as well as wonderful singing.

Just as Brian Baer preached, we need to learn

as much as we can from our elderly Christians.

We need to keep preaching about the old paths;

our elders are leaving and if we don't obtain all

the knowledge we can now, it may become

something in the past.

Excited to say our Sunday School attendance

is up, our pastor and associate pastor make it

known in almost every service the importance

of bringing your family to Sunday school.

Thank God for men who still preach this, and

just as often, they also preach that we need to

pray, read our Bible and go to church.  With so

many churches giving up Sunday evening  and

Wednesday night services, thank God for our

pastors who still believe in the importance of

having church services.  Our youth needs to see

these examples. If we fail to keep our churches

open, where will they turn to?

Looking forward to our hog roast.  Come join

us Oct. 12th, 5:00pm.  We will have lots of

food, hayride, games and lots of fellowship.

Our volunteers always go above and beyond for

this event, something you do not want to miss.

Jason Meade, Pastor

Bev Fraley, Reporter
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Hospital
Greetings from the 

Ohio Women Active for Christ

State Board.

News and Upcoming Events

Introducing our new officers…

At our state meeting in June a new slate of OWAC officers was elected.  Your new

Ohio officers are the following:

President: Jessica Musetti (Westerville FWBC)

Vice President: Paula Davis (Hillview FWBC)

Secretary: Donna Springer (Westerville FWBC)

Treasurer: Jeannie Sargent (Reynoldsburg FWBC)

State Representative: Geri Baker (Hillview FWBC)

Members at Large: Janie Cantrell (Canaan FWBC), Jeanie Castle (Westerville

FWBC), Misty Konkle (Heritage FWBC), Jennifer Sigmon (Reynoldsburg FWBC)

and Vivian Egnor (Cleveland FWBC)

Looking Forward…

OWAC Annual Fall Retreat will be held

September 1314 at the Berlin Grande in

the heart of Amish country! Our theme

is “God Speaks Still”.  Our theme verse is

Psalms 46:10.  We are excited to have Ana

Batts as our speaker.  Ana is a pastor’s

wife in Nashville, TN and is also a speaker

at the Shine Conferences.  We are also

looking forward to hearing from our special singer which I’m going to leave as a sur

prise!  We can’t wait to see you there! (See retreat ad on pages 11.)

Going once, going twice, sold!

Back by popular demand is our Purse and Dessert Auction.  It will be held on

November 2, 2019 from 24pm at Hillview Free Will Baptist Church. Located at

14441 National Rd. SW, Etna, OH 43068.  This year we are doing something differ

ent we will be having appetizers to enjoy!  We would love to see your ladies group

there.  The proceeds from this event will go to benefit Eddy and Amanda Simmons

missionaries to the Samburu people in Africa.  These proceeds will go towards help

ing them repair a well.  Amanda will be our speaker at our state meeting in June of

2020.  We look forward to hearing what God is doing through the Simmons for His

glory!

Your sister in Christ,

Donna Springer, OWAC Secretary

Dspringer1627@yahoo.com

Ohio Women Active for Christ

Update

New Hope FWB Pastor and Former Ohio

Association Moderator Retires

Rev. Wendell Combs, longtime New Hope FWB

Pastor has retired.  His ministry has spanned over more

than 47 years. Brother Wendell has pastored several

Methodist Churches early in his ministry, Petrea FWB

Church, First Springfield FWB Church and New Hope

FWB Church.

Brother Wendell has pastored the New Hope Church for

more than twenty years.  His sons, Matt and Shane

have calculated that their father has preached about 6,000 sermons over that time!

Brother Combs was also the Ohio State Association Moderator from 19841986.  He

and his wife Linda have been faithful to the Lord and our Free Will Baptist

Denomination.
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Welch Nursing Collaborative Accepts First

Class at Union
The Welch College Nursing Education Collaborative will

move into an important new phase in the fall of 2019,

according to Dr. Charles Lea, Special Assistant to the

President at Welch and originator of the collaborative design.

Welch College graduates will enter the Union University

Hendersonville School of Nursing bachelor’s program as a

new cohort.  

"As a part of the original design, students who desire a bachelor's degree in Nursing may enter

Welch College, complete an associate's degree and be assured acceptance to the School of

Nursing at Union Hendersonville," Lea said. "Welch College prenursing students can take advan

tage of the Tennessee Promise scholarship and utilize oncampus housing during both their asso

ciate's and bachelor's studies at Welch."

Dr. Ian Hawkins, Chairman of Arts and Sciences at Welch, hails the collaborative as unique, giv

ing students a seamless path to a Nursing career. Welch graduates also have opportunities under

the Collaborative to attend either Belmont University or Cumberland University. Welch graduates

have taken advantage of these options as well.  

Sumner Regional Medical Center and the HighPoint Healthcare system have been strategic part

ners to advance the Collaborative efforts. A graduate from Welch Nursing Collaborative recently

began her nursing career at Sumner Regional.

New and transfer students may still apply and be admitted at Welch for the fall 2019 term.

Opportunities for traditional and working adults are available. For more information, contact Dr.

Ian Hawkins at 6156755255 or email him at Ihawkins@welch.edu.  

Sarah Bracey to Lead Welch College Program in Psychology
Dr. Sarah Bracey has been chosen to serve as program coordinator of the psychology program at

Welch College, according to Welch Provost Matthew McAffee.

“I am pleased to announce Dr. Sarah Bracey as program coordinator for the psychology pro

gram,” McAffee said. “Dr. Bracey has been serving as interim program coordinator for the spring

2019 term, and has distinguished herself as the best candidate to fill this position. I have been

impressed by her genuine care for our students and commitment to this institution. It’s an honor

to welcome her to the faculty.” Bracey succeeds Mr. Michael Oliver, who completed his tenure

as psychology program coordinator in December, 2018. 

Bracey received a B.A. in Philosophy and a B.A. in Psychology from Ball State University in

2003. She completed an M.S. in Professional Counseling from Lipscomb University in 2010 and

most recently defended her dissertation for the CACREPaccredited Ph.D. in Leadership

Counselor Education and Supervision from the University of the Cumberlands. 

She has served as an adjunct faculty member at Welch College over the past five years. She has

already been successful in recruiting students to the psychology program. Dr. Bracey has also

served as an oncampus counselor, which she will continue alongside her program coordinator

responsibilities.

“Sarah Bracey brings a wonderful combination to her new position at Welch,” Welch President

Matt Pinson said. “She’s a godly mentor of students, a classroom teacher who’s wellloved by

her students, and a scholar who is sensitive to how the Christian worldview transforms her sub

ject matter. She will be a tremendous blessing to Welch.”

Bracey is married to Matthew Steven Bracey, Vice Provost for Academic Administration and

lives in the Nashville area. For more information on Welch College, visit welch.edu or email

recruit@welch.edu. 

Welch Adds Master’s Degree Tracks in Instructional Leadership and

English Language

The Welch College School of Education announced two new tracks in its Master of Arts in

Teaching (M.A.T.) degree program, according to Dr. Greg Ketteman, Vice President for Strategic

Initiatives and Graduate Dean of Education. The college will offer tracks* in Instructional

Leadership and in English Language Learning along with existing tracks in Teaching, Special

Education, and Higher Education Pedagogy. 

The Instructional Leadership track is designed for school leaders and aspiring school leaders. The

English Language Learning track is designed for teachers who work with multilingual student

groups and English language learners.

“The English Language Learning track is based on Welch’s existing, stateapproved English

Language learner endorsement,” Ketteman said. “Welch College and Sumner County Schools

leaders have established a collaborative agreement to make the English Language endorsement

available to Sumner County teachers.” 

The college is taking applications for the new M.A.T. tracks now. Find the application for the

M.A.T. at https://welch.edu/admissions/apply/mateachingapply/. Contact Dr. Greg Ketteman at

gketteman@welch.edu or 6156755312 for more information.

Sumner County Schools and Project SEARCH at Welch College Fall

2019

Ten students from Sumner County Schools will participate in Project SEARCH at Welch College

this fall, according to Dr. Greg Ketteman, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Dean of

Graduate Education at Welch. Ketteman said, “These young adults will continue their preparation

to transition into the workforce after high school in the nationally acclaimed program designed to

provide professionallycoached, onthejob experiences for special needs students.” 

According to Ketteman, “Welch College is one of just two Tennessee colleges hosting Project

SEARCH. A partnership involving Sumner County Schools, Project SEARCH, the ACCESS

Project, and the Tennessee Department of Human Services provides resources and personnel for

the program while Welch College provides the program and jobtraining venue.” 

Lead teacher Mrs. Cindy Hamblen, a 30+ year veteran employee of Sumner County Schools,

and two Workplace Readiness Specialists will coach these students. Well known in Sumner

County for her community leadership in establishment of sports programs for children with spe

cial needs, Mrs. Hamblen most recently worked with special needs students at Whitten

Elementary School.  

“Project SEARCH is a great way for Welch College to be authentic about our belief in the digni

ty and worth of each individual,” Ketteman remarked. “Providing a supportive, Christian venue

for this lifechanging, practical experience is a very concrete way for us to really make a differ

ence in the lives of these students and their families, and in our community.”

Evangelist 
Mike Blanton

Available for services, revivals and campmeetings!

(614) 871-2795

Mike Blanton and
Evidence

available to sing at your
church!

PASTOR JIM BLANKENSHIP 

CELEBRATES 40 YEARS.
In the early 1850’s, a small group of people began having church services in various homes.  In

1858 they had raised enough money to build a church building.  It was named Antioch Christian

Church.  I wonder if they knew or even thought that 160 years later their efforts would still be

blessing people today.  We are reaping what those people sowed.

Sometime in the 1960s the congregation dissolved an abandoned this church building.  That

small congregation merged with the Mt. Sterling Presbyterian church (which is now the Church

of Christ in Christian Union.

In 1979, I was a young preacher.  My family and I were attending the Good Hope Baptist

Church.  It was a perfect situation.  My family sang every Sunday.  I taught Sunday school, and

I preached usually twice a month.

The Lord was dealing with me about being a pastor.  We really did not want to leave Good

Hope. I had a few opportunities to pastor established churches. I had the burden but never the call

from God.  So we waited.

One Sunday afternoon Lynn and I discovered the old Antioch Church.  The building was in hor

rible condition. We knelt at the altar that day and prayed.  From then to now, I had the burden

and the call to open the church.

After a lot of work to make the church presentable, our first service was August 12. 1979.  I

stood at the front door trusting God that somebody would show up.  We had 37 people the first

Sunday morning.  It was the prettiest 37 I had ever seen.  That Sunday evening service an elder

ly lady was saved.  We were on our way.

We could never count or even remember all the blessings and miracles God has blessed us with.

But it wasn’t always easy. We experienced discouragement, disappointment and depression.

There were times when friends left our church.  There were personal attacks against our family.

But God always makes us stronger when times get rough.  Our family cried a lot of tears. But

God was always faithful to give peace, patience and strength to continue.

Today we celebrate 40 years.  I can honestly say, I would not trade this congregation for any

other.  God continues to save and bless.

I can’t imagine being anywhere else.

SOMEBODY TELL THE DEVIL:

I’M STILL HERE!

Jim, Linda, Tobi and Angie and now the rest of the family. 2019



FAITH (SOUTH CENTRAL)

Greetings from Faith FWB Church! 

We had the pleasure of hosting the South

Central Conference in August.  Pastor Tony

Vanover brought the message.  We enjoyed a

good meal following the meeting.  It’s always a

blessing to fellowship with God’s people.  

We are currently planning our annual Sunday

School Picnic for Sunday, September 8th.  It

will be held at Kachelmacker Park.  We are

expecting a good day in the Lord.

Keep in prayer Brother Garry Buck who is cur

rently going through chemo and Brother Jacob

Tucker who is recovering from surgery with a

bad ankle/leg break 

We are thankful for God’s blessings on our

church and in our lives.  We ask His blessings

on all of you.

In His service.

Tony Vanover, Pastor

Teresa Gibson, Reporter

FOREST VALLEY (LITTLE MIAMI)

Greetings from Forest Valley FWB Church. 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your
Father, which is in heaven.” Matthew 5: 16

We still have so many children and adults with

cancer and other serious health issues.  Please

pray for them. 

Rachel Burns, a wonderful and caring

Christian woman of 26, daughter of Pat and

Terry Burns, left for Africa on a mission trip

about a month ago.  She is part of an organiza

tion called Resourcing Christian Education.

She has been teaching elementary children in a

school in Nashville, TN for the past four years.

She will be helping to teach children in Dakar

Academy in Senegal, Africa for the next two

years. Please pray for safety for all of them. 

Our 4th annual blood drive, in honor and mem

ory of Barrett Fitzsimmons Aug. 18th, was a

complete success.  We had 40 slots available for

donations.  We had 38 donors registered, includ

ing three first time donors.  30 pints of blood

were collected.  Forest Valley  achieved 111%

of its goal.                                                                                                                                    

Dick Eyler passed away from cancer recently,

leaving his wife Ava behind.  Shirley Dean had

surgery to unblock an artery.  The surgery went

well but caused other complications.  She

passed away on Aug 21st.  She did our church

bulletin and a lot of other computer work for

our church. It was very unexpected.  She will be

missed a lot.  Please pray for her husband Rick

and her brother and sisterinlaw, Paul and

Linda Howard and all of us.                                        

Brian Free and Assurance had a concert  at

our church on Friday, August 30th.  We had a

big crowd and they were extremely good.  

Del Wallace, Pastor 

Jeanne Hauf, Reporter 

STONEY RUN (PINE CREEK)

Heartfelt hello from your friends at Stoney Run

FWB Church in West Portsmouth. We want to

send God’s blessing and love to all those willing

to receive it. We experienced another spiritually

uplifting homecoming with lots of tears, laugh

ter and praising God! It was a great privilege to

witness an amazing sermon from Chris Oiler.

Our church family will always be eternally

grateful for those who share their trials and

God’s grace.

We always want to thank our guest preachers,

Chase Holbrook, Donnie Smith, Jim Pertusit,

and Roger Clark for sharing God’s word.

Thank you Jodi Hannah, for sharing your jour

ney with God and beautiful spiritual voice. It's

always humbling to hear the power of God’s

grace. Again, we welcome all to come join our

small church family and experience the love of 

God.

October 56th, we have planned a yard sale to

raise money for our food pantry. This gives us

the pleasure of providing meals to families this

Thanksgiving and Christmas. Also our youth

director is planning activities for fellowship to

bring our congregation closer as a family and

God’s children. Remember, if you are in need of

guidance or knowledge, let our amazing Pastor

Craddock Frye serve you.

Craddock Frye, Pastor

Erin Cox, Reporter

WESTERVILLE (FRANKLIN)

Greetings in the name of our blessed Savior!

Well, summer is winding down very fast. The

children are back in school and we sent three of

our “big children” off to college and we want to

congratulate Lauren Brazzell upon her gradua

tion from Columbus State University. Thank

you Jesus!

July 28th Pastor Paul honored our young peo

ple who were in competition at the National.

Our girls trio sang “It is well”. They are Kailey

Kuhnheim, Emily Sammons and Haley

Wellman.

Our assistant pastor, Mike Sammons brought

us an inspiring message on August 15th in our

morning service. Then on August 25th we had a

visiting pastor, Mike Ellis from Heritage

Church to bring the message.

We’ve been having some good services and

have welcomed new visitors. We’re blessed to

have the Hilbert family joining our church.

Congratulations to the Hilberts on the arrival of

their new baby boy who joins two brothers and

one sister.  Mike Hilbert gave us a message

about  “Love”  on August 4th in  our am serv

ice.

The WWAC had a brunch and party at Sherry

Brazzell’s house on August 29th.

Our Master’s Men are always “busy as bees”

doing various things for our seniors and around

the church grounds.Thanks guys and bless you!

We have several seniors who aren’t feeling

well. Please pray for them. Thank you!

Until next time, God bless.

Paul Etterling, Pastor

Grace McKinster, Reporter

CANAAN (CAPITAL CITY)

Four H and the fair seasons are winding down.

Football and band practice are in full swing and

our kids are returning to school.  We had a time

of “Blessing the Backpacks” at the close of

August and prayer for all those returning to 

school and those working in our schools. For so 

many reasons we need to be diligent in praying

on a daily basis for what happens in our schools.

During this summer we saw three school age

children accept Christ as Savior.  Please pray

with us for these new believers.

July and August were busy months.  A lot of

church activity in July centered around VBS.

We're so thankful each and every year for the

kids who come and the workers who tirelessly

work to ensure they have a great time while

learning about Jesus and the Bible.  In mid

August was our annual homecoming service.

We thank Dr. Danny Baer for bringing the

word and Trae & Whitney for the beautiful

special music.  The Sunday evening series on

Revelation continues and is well attended.

As we look to fall, our children's ministries are

moving from Wednesday evening to Sunday

evening.  Please pray as the kids and workers

switch to this new routine.

Mike Gladson, Pastor

Lisa Justice, Clerk

VICTORY (CAPITAL CITY) 

What a mighty God we serve! 

In July we had our Vacation Bible School that

was held July 29th Aug 2nd. We had over 70

kids throughout the week from toddlers to

teenagers. We had five saved that Friday night.

Then we closed out with a VBS Party that

Sunday evening at “Fun In The Jungle.” We all

had a lot of fun that night.

Please keep our upcoming events in prayer.

On Sept. 7th we are having our fellowship din

ner at Der Dutchman. Our rest home service

will be Aug. 27th. Oct. 10th12th is our home

coming revival and Oct. 13th our homecoming

service.

Also remember the lost, sick, homeless, kids

going back to school and the shutins.

Michael Gillen, Pastor

James Cantrell, Assistant Reporter

FIRST CHILLICOTHE 

(SOUTH CENTRAL)

We are thankful for the summer days here at

First FWB church. We hope that you all have

been blessed to enjoy the outdoors and sun

shine. 

In July, I am happy to report that we were able

to send our youth to the National Convention

held in Cincinnati. They got to spend a couple

of days away learning about Jesus and praising

Him. The children came back with plans on

attending the convention next year even though

it may not be possible, we are glad they had a

good time. The church would like to thank the

adults who made this happen by planning and

chaperoning the event. Our children and church

are thankful for what you do.

Our Wednesday night Bible Study is learning

about what it means to be a Free Will Baptist.

We are taking an indepth look at the funda

mentals of the church. We invite everyone to

come join us as we learn together. 

In August we had the pleasure of having Silas

from S.I.M.A. come and speak to us about their

program. S.I.M.A. stands for Southwest Indian

Missionary Association. Their program works

with Native Americans and helps them in any

capacity that they can. Our church supports this

program and we are thankful for the visit from

Silas.  

Our homecoming will be held on September

29th.    Our church would like to invite every

one to come and join our service. We will be

having special a speaker and singers for this

service. 

Until next time, God bless.

Mitch Salyers, Pastor

Shana McGoye, Reporter

SPRINGFIELD (LITTLE MIAMI)

“I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from
the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He will
not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth
thee will not slumber." Psalm 121: 1,2,3

Hello from Springfield, Another beautiful fall

is coming and God doesn't even need paint or a

brush, He just speaks His word and it's done.

We have enjoyed the Coming Together

Revival, everyone that attended was blessed

and uplifted.

We also had the privilege to celebrate Bro. Al

Dooley's 90th birthday party with his family

and friends. He said he has been a Christian 78

years. What a milestone, I'm sure he has seen a

lot of changes in his lifetime. He is a blessing to

all of us at church. We are looking forward to

celebrating his 100th with him.

Until next time, let's all keep our eyes on the

prize.

Charles Crider, Pastor

Kristen Lemaster, Reporter

LIGHTHOUSE (TRISTATE)

Greetings to all my fellow FWB. It is a pleas

ure to write this report and we are praising God

as always. 

Where to begin, it has been a busy summer at

Lighthouse. The first part of July the ladies

went to their annual camp meeting at Potters

Ranch. Some of the ladies stayed for the three

days, some made day trips. It was a great time

of prayer, reflection, fellowship and bible study.

When the ladies returned it was time for VBS.

We had a great VBS. Teresa Tyree and her crew

worked hard to reach out to the children.

The following weekend we had the pleasure of

welcoming the national convention to our area.

We had a visitation crew of over 30 people

come to our church and go on visitation with us.

We had a nice meal afterwards.

We had homecoming in August.

The most important information I have saved

for last. We had two young people accept Jesus

and were baptized and joined our church. Praise

God

Bobby Courtney, Pastor

Nancy Reiber, Reporter

OHIOAMBASSADOR PAGE 17

Co-op Supports ALL Our Ministries!



COALTON (JACKSON)

“Heaven came down and glory filled my soul”
are the words to a song that resounds in our

hearts.  We just came out of a wonderful revival

where God’s children were gathered and His

blessings were showered upon us.  There was

victory on the altar as souls were saved and

God’s people rejoiced.  We are thankful for his

Spirit that was evidenced in the songs sung by

Covered by Love and in the messages deliv

ered by Bro. Corey Carroll.  

There was also a good time of fellowship and

worship when the Master’s Men held their

annual meeting.  We thank Bro. Edwin Hayes

and Covered by Love for the uplifting message

and songs.  

The youth had an outing and had a great time

together in watching “Lion King” and eating

pizza.  The nursing home ministry continues

with God’s blessings.  

We ask for continued prayers that we will be a

shining light in our community until we meet in

heaven.  God bless!

Tim Simpson, Pastor

Sandra DeHart, Reporter  

TROY (LITTLE MIAMI)

God’s truth is sweet.

Hello and blessings from Troy FWB Church.

We have been blessed with a busy summer.

Along with the singing groups Enabling Grace

and the Turner Family, we had a guest preach

er, Bro. Robert Legg from the FWB Ministries

enlightened us with his message and educated

us on the Ministry.  On another day, Rachel

Burns, a missionary on her way to the Dakar

Academy in Africa, gave an inspiring message.

Speaking of blessings, Pastor Stump baptized

Addison Rodgers, Makayla Cole and James and

Rosemary Sammons on June 23rd.   On July

14th the blessings continued with Bro. James

and Sister Rosemary becoming member of the

church.  Praise God!

Bri Montoya placed 2nd for her art work and

Charlie Rawe placed 1st for her recitation of

Judgment Day at the National Convention in

Cincinnati.  Congratulations girls.

We finished the summer with our third picnic on

August 25th.  All were successful thanks to the

hard work of Sister Debbra R and her crew.  

More blessings were to be had when we cele

brated our Coming Together Revival the week

of August 19th.  Seven days, seven churches,

seven messages with singing that was full of joy

and God inspired.

September 15th will be our Homecoming with

Brother Tony Branscomb giving the message

and the Oney’s worshiping in song.  All are

welcome!

Back by popular demand, the famous White

Elephant Sale hosted by everyone’s favorite

Master of Ceremonies, Larry Thompson.  Join

us September 28th at 5:00 PM.

Please remember us in your prayers. As

always, Troy FWB keeps you in our hearts and

prayers. ‘Till next time, God bless.

Dwight Stump, Pastor

Shirley Vogler, Reporter

SOUTH COLUMBUS (TRINITY)

Greetings from South Columbus FWB

Church. 

It’s back to school time. Pray for all those star

ing back. Our annual homecoming was held

August 25th.   Bro. Richard Hensley brought

the message to a packed house  entitled “The
Greater One". Bro Richard was the pastor for

39 years. The doctors gave him 6 months to live

on March 14th, but God has other plans for him.

We are so grateful he's doing so well. He turned

92 on August 30th.  A member of God's

Messengers sang for us.  The women of the

church outdid themselves as usual with an out

standing meal after the service. Pray for those

that may have been lost that a seed was planted.

We're looking forward to fall and the many

activities coming up. Pastor Appreciation and

our annual fall festival in October.

If you don't have a home church join us.

Service times are 10:00 AM Sunday School and

11:00 AM worship service.

Tim Stevens, Pastor 

Kathy Messer, Reporter 

PORTER (PORTER)

Autumn is fast approaching here at Porter and

we have many upcoming events and activities!

Our church was able to partner with the organi

zation Shoes that Fit Portsmouth again this

summer. We provided backpacks with school

supplies for the children of East Portsmouth

Elementary. Many area churches and business

es were involved in this effort that provided

backpacks and school supplies to children from

schools all over our county. We were blessed to

have the opportunity to be involved in this

effort.

During the Nation Association of Free Will

Baptist Convention in July, our Pastor of

Student Ministries, Derreck Lute, led the

Sunday morning worship service for the

Verticle III Conference. We are so blessed to

have Derreck ministering to our children here at

Porter!

Porter Women Active for Christ decided to

create a memorial scholarship to honor the

memory of beloved member, Beth King, who

was welcomed into the kingdom of Heaven ear

lier this year. The ladies held a luncheon to

fundraise for the scholarship for students that

attend Porter and are furthering their education

after high school. Beth was devoted to serving

the Lord and this scholarship will help deserv

ing young Christians further their educational

goals. During the annual PWAS Bean dinner to

be held in October, 10% of the craft sales will

go to the scholarship fund.

On September 15th, we will be celebrating 202

years with our homecoming celebration. We are

thrilled to celebrate the fact that our church has

been ministering to our community for over 200

years! Please make plans to join us!

Mark Price, Pastor

Tehra Clevenger, Reporter

SHELBY (NORTHERN OHIO)

The Psalmist gives us instruction to “Give
unto the LORD the glory due unto his name.”

We have much for which to give God glory

over this past summer – the best part being, we

got to see several people turn their lives over to

Christ, and one person was baptized!  

We are continuing with needed renovations to

the church house, and we are grateful that God

has provided us with the funds to do so.   

On the youth front, our Vacation Bible School,

“Conquering Mt. Attitude,” was held the last

week of July.  We had a great turnout with lots

of visitors, and the kids loved the carnival on

the last day!   Also in July, the youth spent a

week at youth camp and then took a Saturday in

August to attend the Southwest FWB Church in

Columbus for a day of games and worship.   We

also had an ice cream social the last Sunday in

August.   Lots of good memories and blessings

from the summer of 2019 – now on to fall!   

Matt Pond, Pastor

Heather Brown, Reporter
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Central Ohio
September 1518 Franklin Conference Revival with Edwin Hayes, Westerville FWB, Paul Etterling, Pastor

October 26 Cornerstone Conference meeting at Open Door FWB, Willie Booth, Pastor 

November 2 Central Ohio Conference meeting at Redeemer FWB, Mike Baldwin, Pastor

November 2 Trinity Conference meeting at Mt. Sterling FWB, J.D. Bowman, Pastor

November 2426 Central Ohio Conference Revival with Edwin Hayes, Redeemer FWB, Mike Baldwin, Pastor

Northern Ohio
October 12 CuyahogaLorain Conference meeting at Faith FWB, Lester McMahan, Pastor

October 19 Northeastern Conference meeting at Cline Street FWB, William Smith, Pastor 

Southern Ohio
September 29  Coalton Homecoming Alan SimpsonAM, Kelly Stapletonafternoon, Borrowed Time sings, Tim Simpson, Pastor

October 26 Jackson Conference meeting at Coalton FWB, Tim Simpson, Pastor 

November 2 Lawrence Conference  meeting at Trinity FWB, Chris Johnson, Pastor

November 9 SouthCentral Conference  meeting at Puritan FWB, Jamie Fortner, Pastor

November 9 Pine Creek Conference meeting at Bloom FWB, Kenny Klaiber, Pastor

Western Ohio
October 12 TriState Conference meeting at Lighthouse FWB, Bobby Courtney, Pastor

November 2 Little Miami Conference meeting at Forest Valley FWB, Del Wallace, Pastor 

Coming EventsComing Events
For Ohio Free Will BaptistsFor Ohio Free Will Baptists

Northern Ohio Youth Camp
The Northern Ohio Youth Camp just celebrated their 10th

year in ministry during Camp 2019. During this fantastic

week of camp nearly 300 people joined together in

Mendon, Ohio. The Lord blessed 11 souls to be saved as

well as many who rededicated their lives to God. In addi

tion there were several young men and adults who were

called to preach the gospel as well as several other young

people who answered a call to ministry during the week of camp. For the first time the

NOYC welcomed friends from both Welch FWB College as well as Southeastern FWB

College who provided great volunteers during camp.

The NOYC is very excited to announce one of our biggest events of the year coming up

on October 19th, 2019. Located in Mansfield, Ohio the NOYC Youth Rally will be held at

the impact worship center starting at 1pm. The rally, which has been coined a full camp

experience in one day, will include great food, sports, games, prizes, crafts, prayer sta

tions, m2w, and more! Of course the main attraction is the NOYC worship service which

will begin at 6pm. All youth groups, pastors, churches, and individuals are welcome to

attend this free event. The winning youth group will receive a pizza party, candy, and the

coveted NOYC trophy. Make plans to come find out what the NOYC is all about at

our Fall Youth Rally on October 19, 2019 at 1pm at 160 Woodruff Rd, Mansfield,

OH.



ZALESKI

“What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us, who can be against us?”

Romans 8:31 

No matter what Satan tempts us with or does

to us, God is greater than He is. Just keep your

faith in God and He will help you through it all.

The Lord has blessed our church in so many

ways. We’d like to thank Him and give Him the

praise for everything.

Remember our pastor, Mark Rood and his

wife Teresa in prayer. They both work for the

Lord and are a blessing to our church. Briston,

their son, read Psalm 34 at our service Aug.

18th. He is seven years old and a blessing to all

of us.

Everyone enjoyed our homecoming Aug. 11th.

We had our hearts filled with God’s word. Our

souls were blessed by songs from the

Revelators and other special groups. We had

plenty of good food for everyone.

On our Wednesday evening Bible study Pastor

Mark has been going through Proverbs. It has

been very good for us.

We had a missionary and his family from the

Philippines August 21st. His name is Christian

Morales. Please remember his family and all

the other missionaries in prayer.

Grandparents Day is on Sept. 8th. If you

haven’t already done something special for

your grandparents, do it today. You’ll be happy

you did.

Please keep Nancy Rood and her sister, Gail

and her family in prayer. They are a blessing.

We had Pastor/Wife Appreciation in October.

Remember your pastor and his wife and let

them know how special they are to you.

Please pray for our youth, seniors, the military

and their families, our leaders, our country and

our nursing home ministry. 

Tell someone you love them and really mean

it.

Mark Rood, Pastor

Linda McKibben, Reporter

LOCKBOURNE (TRINITY)

Greetings from Lockbourne FWB Church.  

Our youth have had some wonderful events

this summer including a trip to Kings Island and

a lockin led by Brothers Jimmy Dommer and

Mark Coleman.  We recently had a movie night

in the fellowship hall and everyone enjoyed

being together and seeing “Breakthrough”, a

truly inspirational movie.  

We celebrated Lockbourne’s 51st

Homecoming in August. It was a blessing to

have Bro. Randy Nichols preach in our morn

ing service as well as having he and his family

provide wonderful singing that day.  We are

grateful to the Lord for all of those who have

invested a part of themselves into the

Lockbourne Church over the years.  To God be

the glory.

We wanted to cover our children with prayer

as they returned to school, so they brought their

backpacks to service and placed them on the

altar.  They all came forward, got their back

packs, and then knelt at the altar.  Our entire

church family poured out our hearts to God and

asked Him to place a hedge of protection about

the children, to bless them, and help them with

challenges they may face.  What a blessing to

know that God hears and answers our prayers.

We thank Him in advance for a wonderful

school year for our precious children.

We continue to pray for our sister Beulah

Lawson on the recent loss of her son, Freddie

and brother Noah on the loss of his uncle.  May

the Lord grant you peace.  

Please continue to pray for our church as we

labor together in the Lord.

Leon Stevens, Pastor

Janelle Sagraves, Reporter

OHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTSOHIO TOGETHER WAY RECEIPTS
July-August 2019July-August 2019
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2020 Ohio Men’s Retreat

January 2325 Heartland Retreat Center

Marengo, Ohio

**$125 for those 

registered before
January 6th

No refunds after January 13th

**$145 for those 

register after
January 6th

Invidual Rooms Can be

reserved September 9th

Single $260 per person
Double $225 per person
Triple $215 per personKyle

Chadwick

John 

Meade Jr.

Tyer 

Penn

Allen 

Harner

Mike 

Gillen

THE RANDALL HOUSE BIBLE 
COMMENTARY SERIES

Now Complete New Testament Commentary
by Free Will Baptist authors

Full Set  $329.99
(includes new dust jackets)

12 Volumes

The latest commentaries released.

Luke
$39.00

Acts
$39.00

Available at the Ambassador Bible Bookstore (800) 7261290 or email: pmkeener@ambassadorbible.com

New

Dust Jackets

Available for

your existing 

commentaries

$29.99 for the

whole set


