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Foreword
While working on this project, I gained a new appreciation for all

the people God has used down through the years to fulfill His

great purposes. Generations come and generations go, but the

work of Jesus Christ marches on to the day when the Lord will

conclude His great mission of taking the Church home in victory.  

I am glad that Free Will Baptists have a place in the fellowship

and purposes of God.  While researching material for this book, I

grew more appreciative of our Ohio Free Will Baptist forefathers

who were faithful to further the cause of Christ and the FWB de-

nomination.  One of the things that struck me was what different

talents, abilities and focus they brought to the table.  

It may be the pioneer spirit of Eli Stedman, Rufus Cheney,

David Dudley and Moses Dudley, the tireless efforts of David

Marks, the missionary concern of Bessie Yeley, the leadership of

Gus Graham, Jesse Sizemore and William Shepphard, the ser-

vant’s heart of Grace Peach, the innovative spirit of Homer Nel-

son, the versatility of Merlin Teets, the soul-winning zeal of

Andrew Workman, the vision of Paul Thompson, the organiza-

tional skills of Floyd Wolfenbarger, the visionary spirit of Alton

Loveless, the faithfulness of Forrest Chamberlin, the quiet sup-

port of Delmar Sparks, the concern for our heritage of Jim Mc-

Comas, the creativity of Bill Hayes, the efficiency of Mike

Stokes or the wisdom of Robert Prichard. What amazes me is

that the Lord can take all these people over all these generations,

combine their concern, abilities and efforts, and mold them into

the Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists that we are today.

It is my hope that you gain a greater appreciation of our forefa-

thers, and that we be determined to hand the next generation a

growing, vibrant denomination that lifts up Jesus Christ.

Reverend Edwin Hayes

Executive Secretary

Ohio State Association of Free Will Baptists

July 2009



Let a man so account of us, as
of the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of
God.  Moreover it is required in
stewards, that a man be found
faithful.

1 Corinthians 4:1-2 
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“...upon this rock I will
build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.”

Jesus Christ our Founder
Matthew 16:18
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Why Study History?
Our Free Will Baptist Heritage

Free Will Baptist History from a Buckeye Perspective

It is our joy to present this historical account of Free Will Baptists

in Ohio. There may be some who wonder why we go to such great

lengths to present this detailed record of what happened long ago.

Let us begin by giving four reasons why we believe it is not only

important but absolutely vital that we study our history.

The first reason to study our history is for Confirmation. It is al-

ways comforting to know we are not alone in this fight, that there

are other brothers and sisters in Christ, other preachers and

churches out there on the front lines attempting to do God’s work.

How exciting it is to study those who have gone before us, paved

the way, and faced the same struggles, obstacles, victories and val-

leys that we face.  It fills us with a sense of confidence, confirming

in our spirits that if they made it, we can make it too. Hebrews 12:1

tells us, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us.” We believe studying our Ohio Free Will Bap-

tist brethren of the past will give us a great sense of Confirmation. 

Second, we believe that studying Ohio Free Will Baptist history

will be a great source of Information. Do you know the Free Will

Baptist history in your local area? When I moved to Creston, Ohio,

I had no clue there was any Free Will Baptist history close by. But

a few trips to the historical section of our local library helped me

discover that the first church in Creston had been a Free Will Bap-

tist Church. My point is, there is much knowledge to be gained by

taking time to search the pages of the past. One of the benefits of

our venture into history will be the discovery of a treasure trove of

Information. 
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Third, and maybe most important, we found that studying Free

Will Baptist history is a great source of Inspiration. I collected

baseball cards as a kid. (Actually I still do – guess I haven’t grown

up yet!) One of the boys at school knew nothing about baseball but

had a few cards. Imagine my shock when I found that one of the

cards he owned was a Hank Aaron original! It meant a lot to me

but nothing to him, because he had no knowledge of the value of

what he had. My point is this—once you study the saints of our

past and hear the stories of the sacrifices they made so we could

have our Free Will Baptist faith today, what you have will seem

much more valuable to you. We believe that your soul will be filled

with great Inspiration as we study our wonderful Buckeye heritage.

Finally, we found that one of the benefits of studying Free Will

Baptist history is that it is a great source of Recreation. What I

mean is, it’s actually fun! I remember when I first searched for

David Marks’ grave in Oberlin. I thought I was the first Free Will

Baptist in over 100 years to discover that David Marks was buried

in Ohio, and I was excited. The closer I got to finding the grave,

the more excited I got. I later discovered that Alton Loveless had

found the grave 20 years earlier, had taken pictures of it and put it

in The Ambassador.  But it was still enjoyable tracking it down and

discovering it for myself. When you are looking for a book, an arti-

cle, an old church, or some public record to help your studies, the

best way I can describe it is that it’s like hunting for treasure. Actu-

ally, it is treasure – the sacred treasures of our past. Free Will Bap-

tist history is a fun hobby and a relaxing means of Recreation.

It is our hope and prayer that the information found within these

pages will inspire and encourage you in your walk with the Lord.

God bless, and happy reading!

Reverend James McComas, Pastor

Canaan Free Will Baptist Church

Creston, Ohio

July 2009
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The first Free Will Baptist Church 

established in Ohio-Old Kyger FWB near

Cheshire.  This church was established 

December 15, 1805 by Rev. Eli Stedman.
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Early History of Ohio 

Free Will Baptists 

Ohio took its name from the Iroquois Indian word meaning “Something

Great.” This area, carved out of the Northwest Territory, became the

17th state to join the Union in 1803. Two years later the first Free Will

Baptist church was organized in Ohio. 

Because the northern line of Free Will Baptists (Randall movement)

merged with the Northern Baptist Convention in 1910-11, and because

Ohio Free Will Baptists were fully identified at that time with the old

General Conference, the Free Will Baptist story in Ohio must be told

in three parts. The early history, the merger and the reorganization pro-

vide the dividing points. 

Early History of Quarterly Meetings

Southern Ohio FWB Work

Over 100 years before the merger, the Free Will Bap-

tist movement in Ohio began when the First Free

Will Baptist Church was organized December 15,

1805 near Cheshire, (Old Kyger FWB)  by Rev. Eli

Stedman. This church is still ministering today with Rev. Robert

Thompson as pastor.

Rev. Stedman had been converted at Turnbridge, Vermont and ordained

by the Strafford Quarterly Meeting, October 26, 1802. Two years later

he moved to Ohio and became the first Free Will Baptist minister to

enter the state. He held many powerful revivals and led in the organi-

zation of the Athens Quarterly Meeting in 1814. He died in Rutland on

May 29, 1845, at the age of 67. 

The Athens Quarterly Meeting was dissolved in 1818 when many of

the churches joined the Campbellite movement that was gaining

strength in Kentucky and Ohio. However, the Meigs Quarterly Meeting
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arose from the remains of the Athens Quarterly Meeting churches in

1831 consisting of the Rutland, Chester, Morgan, First Alexander, and

Second Alexander churches. Asa Sterns, James Shurtliff, Samuel

Thorn and John Sleeper were listed as the ministers. 

The Little Scioto Quarterly Meeting was formed in 1833 in the

Portsmouth area by the Porter and Madison churches. The Porter

Church had been organized in 1817 by the Rev. Rufus Cheney of New

York and was associated for a time with the Meigs Quarterly Meeting

before the organization of the new quarterly meeting. (The Porter

Church was the meeting place for the state re-organizational meeting

in 1939 is still very active today. See the church picture on the cover.) 
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No doubt we will not know all the answers as to why Eli Sted-

man ended up in Ohio until we get to Heaven. Perhaps God began to

burden him soon after his call to preach about moving to this new

frontier. No doubt his interest in the state had much to do with the fact

that his father, Alexander Stedman had moved there in 1802. Alexan-

der was an architect who by 1805 had been appointed an Athens

County Common Pleas Judge. Whether it was the pull of the Holy

Spirit, the pull of family ties, a longing for adventure or a combina-

tion of all three, Eli and Polly Stedman moved to Belpre, Ohio

(Washington County) in 1804. 

There are many details we do not know about Rev. Stedman’s min-

istry, but there are a few things we do know.  We know that Stedman

was a bi-vocational pastor. The History of Free Will Baptists states

“He did not give himself wholly to the work of the ministry, but

preached on the Sabbath, and what time could be spared from secular

labor through the week he devoted to the cause of Christ, visiting in

their cabins the pioneer settlers, and preaching, so far as he was able,

without compensation.” During our recent study we were able to dis-

cover some information about one of Stedman’s secular jobs.  In

1816, Eli Stedman received $21.44  for the job of Postmaster of Rut-

land, Ohio.  Other reports tell of his powerful preaching and his repu-

tation as a skilled orator.  One historical record states, “He was a man

possessing good talents, an impressive speaker, and very influen-

tial.”  Ohio owes a lot to this great pioneer of the faith.
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Rev. Rufus Cheney was born in Antrim, New Hampshire in

1780. He preached for seven years before being ordained in 1810. He

lived for a time in Vermont and then moved to Attica, New York

where he assisted another preacher in starting a church. In 1817 Ch-

eney heeded God’s call to Ohio and settled in the southern part of the

state in a place called Porter. In September of that year he organized

the Porter Church with seven members. He was assisted by Marcus

Kilborn, one of his converts from New York. (Kilborn who would

later go on to found one of the first Free Will Baptist churches in Indi-

ana.) David Dudley, who had the reputation of the “Workhorse for the

Gospel”, also labored at Porter for a portion of those early years,

which were very exciting times. The History of Free Will Baptists
states, “The people came out to the meeting from all directions, some

of them travelling eight or ten miles through those dense forests to

hear the word of life: and more than one hundred were added to the

church.” Cheney continued as pastor of the Porter Church for several

years and helped organize the Scioto Yearly Meeting before returning

to New York and then to Wisconsin in 1837 to organize the first FWB

Church in that state.    After a lifetime of preaching and church plant-

ing, Rufus Cheney went to be with the Lord in 1869.

Although it’s been nearly 200 years since Rufus Cheney left Ohio, his

work here is still very much alive. The Porter Church is without a

doubt one of the strongest continuous and visible links we have to

those early, pioneer days of our Free Will Baptist History. Porter, Ohio

of 1817 is modern day Slocum Station, located just outside

Sciotoville. After 44 years of solid leadership by a modern day Free

Will Baptist giant, Forrest “Tary” Chamberlin, current Pastor Mark

Price and the good folks at Porter are still very involved both in the

cause of Christ and the modern Free Will Baptist denomination.  They

are a reminder to us of the great heritage and responsibility we all

have to the heroes of the faith who paved the way for us.

Rufus 

Cheney



In 1833 the Ohio River Yearly Meeting was organized with the Meigs

and Little Scioto Quarterly Meetings. (The latter remained until 1880

when it joined with the new Pine Creek Quarterly Meeting to form the

Ohio-Kentucky Yearly Meeting in 1879.) 

A number of other quarterly meetings surfaced in southeast Ohio and

all belonged to the Ohio River Yearly Meeting during their existence.

Among those on record were: The Athens Quarterly Meeting was

formed in 1844.  (A second one formed from some of the churches in

the Meigs Quarterly Meeting and additional unaffiliated churches.)

The Shiloh Quarterly Meeting began in 1869, the Jackson Quarterly

Meeting in 1873, the Hocking Valley Quarterly Meeting in 1880, and

the Gallia Quarterly Meeting in 1882. 

The Pine Creek Quarterly Meeting was organized in October 1879, at

the request of the Union and Mt. Zion Churches of the Little Scioto

Quarterly Meeting, and in the same year the two quarterlies formed the

before mentioned Ohio and Kentucky Yearly Meeting. 

The Porter Quarterly Meeting was organized December 7, 1901. This

meeting was composed of the Madison and Porter Churches, the latter

being the host for the union. Known ministers present were: Brothers

William Shunkwiler, Ezra Shunkwiler, James Brant, J. W. Tillon,

I. Smith, and J. Sheppard.

Of the above quarterly meetings, Jackson,

Pine Creek, and Porter still exist and are

members of the Ohio State Association of

Free Will Baptists. Many churches were

lost due to the merger but others remained

faithful to the Free Will Baptist doctrines

of Benjamin Randall. They, therefore,

carry into our association of today

churches with an origin in the early 1800’s.

Other sections of Ohio had strong Free

Will Baptist churches and quarterly meet-

ings that do not exist today under the Free
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Will Baptist banner. In the following sections we  will briefly list them

and their date of origin. 

Southwest Ohio FWB Work

In southwest Ohio were the Miami Quarterly

Meeting organized in 1824 and later the Warren

and Clinton Quarterly Meeting started in 1849.

Rev. Moses Dudley from Maine settled in

Maineville in the spring of 1818 and began that

work near Cincinnati from which the Miami Quarterly Meeting was

formed.
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Moses Dudley, originally from Phillips, Maine, was born in

1778 and accepted the Lord in 1794. He later felt the call of

God on his life to preach the gospel and was ordained August 3, 1809.

After ministering in Maine, he moved his family just outside Hamil-

ton, Ohio in 1815. The History of Free Will Baptists states, “The

country was new, the privations many, the people wicked, and no Free

Will Baptist Church or minister within fifty miles of him.”  With the

burdens of trying to make ends meet for a large family combined with

the dim outlook for any kind of a ministry in such a barren and

wicked place, Moses Dudley decided to concentrate on making a liv-

ing and to put preaching on the back burner. However, in the fall of

1816 he became seriously ill, so serious that at one point it didn’t look

like he would recover. It was there on his sick bed that Moses Dudley

began to do serious business with God. He resolved that if God would

spare his life that he would “warn sinners of their danger, and pro-

claim the blessings of salvation.” 

Moses Dudley did not die, but slowly recovered. Around this same

time two of Dudley’s preacher friends and their families also moved

from Maine and settled nearby. As they struggled to start a Free Will

Baptist church, some folks from a denomination called, “The New

Lights” attempted to get them to join together and unite as one

church. Perhaps the old Moses Dudley might have agreed, but after

his near death experience, he was determined to proclaim “Free Will,

Free Grace, and Free Salvation”. The History of Free Will Baptists ex-

plained that the reason they refused to unite under another           

(continued on next page)



North Central FWB Work

The north central section of the state had also a

strong Free Will Baptist influence beginning with

the efforts of Rev. J.N. Hinckley. Many quarterly

meetings existed in this section.  They included the Huron Quarterly

Meeting organized in 1822; the Strongsville Quarterly Meeting in

1839; the Lake Erie Quarterly Meeting in 1841; the Lorain Quarterly

Meeting in 1839; the Seneca Quarterly Meeting in 1846; and the

Seneca and Huron Quarterly Meeting in 1871.

Yearly Meetings that served this area were the Ohio Yearly Meeting,

formed in 1824; the Ohio Northern Yearly Meeting in 1836; the Marion

Yearly Meeting in 1844; and the Central Ohio Yearly Meeting in 1870.
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banner was that “The doctrines of the Free Will Baptists

were dear to these men, because they are the doctrines of the

Bible; and the displays of divine grace they had witnessed in Maine,

assured them that the God of the Freewill Baptists would bless the

same doctrines and efforts to the salvation of men in Ohio.” A Free

Will Baptist Church of 11 members was organized on February 16th,

1821. 

That’s not the end of the story. The church united the folks of the

area, and business began to increase as well. The area began to grow,

and a village soon sprang up. Those Free Will Baptist men, in honor

of their home state, decided to call it “Maineville”. 

The next time you need a reminder of what can be done when God’s

people stand strong for truth, take a trip to Southern Ohio’s Warren

County and go just a few minutes off the interstate to the Village of

Maineville, which is still in existence today as one of the oldest in

Ohio. Take a trip to the Maineville graveyard, which was originally

the Free Will Baptist Church Cemetery, designed by Moses Dudley.

And while you are there, why not visit the grave of Elder Moses Dud-

ley, who died on November 24th, 1842. Take some flowers and say a

prayer of thanks for some Godly men and women who stood through-

out the ages and said, “Yes, doctrine does matter!”



Central Ohio FWB Work

Central Ohio had five quarterly meetings; Marion,

formed in 1822; Harmony in 1833; Delaware in

1839; Licking in 1845; and Richland in 1845. The

greater success of the central Ohio work was due

to the labors of the Rev. David Dudley who settled in Marion County

in 1822. Well known FWB Evangelist Elder David Marks spent some

time in this vicinity in 1826 and records reveal his close friendship to

Charles Finney, the famous evangelist, who founded Oberlin College

where Marks later attended. 
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Rev. David Dudley was born in Mt. Vernon, Maine, in 1791.

After accepting the Lord and being baptized, he had a near death ex-

perience which caused him to surrender to the call to preach.  Dudley

felt a strong urge on his life to travel west. In 1815, he journeyed to

southern Ohio, “solely to work for God”, he said. This simple goal he

certainly accomplished! Dudley joined the church at Rutland, imme-

diately began to evangelize, and was ordained by the Rutland Church

in 1817. In 1822 he moved to Marion County and organized the Big

Island Free Will Baptist Church, which was the first Free Will Baptist

Church in Central Ohio. That was just the beginning – Dudley would

go on to organize churches in Marion, Pleasant, and Norton, then

other churches in Delaware, Richland, Licking, Clarke and Union

Counties. He went to Iowa in 1850 and preached two years, returned

to Maineville, Ohio and pastored for a time, then finally returned to

Marion County in 1861, where he preached occasionally until the

Lord took him home. This valiant soldier of the faith died in Waldo,

Ohio on May 29, 1867. 

David

Marks



Northeast Ohio FWB Work

The northeast section had its start in 1824 from a

meeting held by the Rev. James Peters. The

Ashtabula Quarterly Meeting was formed in 1833;

the Geauga Quarterly Meeting in 1838; the Lake

County Quarterly Meeting in 1845; the Stark County Quarterly Meet-

ing in 1846; the Cleveland Quarterly Meeting in 1869; and the Geauga

and Portage Quarterly Meeting in 1874. These quarterly meetings and

some in Pennsylvania were at one time in the Ohio and Pennsylvania

Yearly Meeting which had its origin in 1833. 
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OHIO FREE WILL BAPTISTS GATHER AT ANNUAL

JUNE MEETING AND ENDORSE 

REPUBLICAN FOR PRESIDENT!

Now THAT headline got your attention didn’t it?

It’s no joke, it’s true. It actually happened. In June of 1864. (You

weren’t thinking recently were you?)

It was during the 31st session of the Ohio and Pennsylvania Yearly

Meeting of Free Will Baptists, which was held June 24-26, 1864, in

Geauga County, Ohio. As they closed out the business portion of the

meeting, several resolutions were passed on many various denomina-

tional issues such as Foreign and Home Missions, Sunday School, and

education. The final five resolutions were grouped together under the

heading “State of the Country”.  At that moment in time, the country

was in the midst of the bloody Civil War, and Abraham Lincoln was

running for re-election as President. Ohio Free Will Baptists, along

with the others in the North, took a strong stand against slavery and

were very supportive of the war effort, and the President himself – so

much so, that the final resolution that was passed before the close of

business read as follows:

“RESOLVED, That we have the utmost confidence in Abraham Lin-

coln as the Chief Magistrate of the nation and hail with joy his nomina-

tion for re-election to the Presidency,  and we regard it as our Christian

duty to give him our support.”   

(Continued on next page.)



Yearly Meetings

Yearly meetings that served this area were the Ohio Yearly Meeting,

formed in 1824; the Ohio Northern Yearly Meeting, 1836; Marion

Yearly Meeting, 1844; and the Central Ohio Yearly Meeting, 1870. 

All of this work was lost to the Northern Baptists, and it is not known

if any Free Will Baptist work still exists from there beginnings.  

EARLY HISTORY OF EDUCATION

With the loss of these churches also went the efforts of Ohio Free Will

Baptists in the field of education. Four institutions existed within

Ohio’s boundaries with one still operating today. 

Geauga Seminary

The earliest institution was Geauga Seminary located near Cleveland

in Chester County. The Seminary was founded in 1842 by Samuel

Philbrick, David Marks, A. K. Moulton and Ranson Dunn. James

A. Garfield, the twentieth President of the United States and a co-

Page 14

Obviously the early Free Will Baptists in Ohio did not have

strong convictions against mixing politics and religion! In fact, I also

found a very interesting article from a July, 1863 edition of The
Morning Star,  which was the weekly Free Will Baptist newspaper of

the day. The article was entitled “Politics and Religion”, and dis-

cussed the controversy over churches talking about political issues

from the pulpit. After making several powerful statements about the

church’s God given mandate to preach and expose sin at all levels,

(including pointing out that John the Baptist was beheaded for inter-

fering in politics) the article ended with these strong words:

"When opposing parties contend, the one for and the other against
the right, it were base dereliction of duty for the Church to remain
neutral, or not to fearlessly uphold the right and denounce the
wrong, co-operating, in so far, with all who are laboring in the same
cause; and if that be deprecated as meddling with politics, so be it."
These are thought provoking and challenging words for every Free

Will Baptist.



founder of Standard Publishing Company, graduated from this school

having attended during the years of 1849-50. The school was discon-

tinued and sold in 1854 and its assets given to Hillsdale College in

Michigan. 
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Geauga Seminary's original charter that was obtained for

the school from the State of Ohio prohibited colored persons

from attending the school, so the Free Will Baptists, already very ac-

tive in the battle to end slavery and give equal rights to people of all

colors, refused to accept the charter until it was modified and the pro-

hibition against colored students was removed. 

On March 5, 1849, Daniel Branch, principal of the school during

some of its most successful years,  had this encounter with some new

students that was later recorded in a biography of one of the young

men: 

“On the fifth day of March, the day before the school opened,

James and his cousins traveled to Chester, on foot, quite heavily

loaded with cooking utensils and provisions. The distance was ten

miles, over roads that were poor, indeed, at that season of the year.

They carried dippers, plates, a knife and fork each, a fry-pan, kettle,

and other things to match, with a quantity of ham, or ‘bacon,’ as the

settlers called it. 

They proceeded directly to the house of the principal, Mr. Daniel

Branch, an eccentric man, though a very respectable scholar in some

departments. ‘We've come to attend your school’ said James, address-

ing himself to Mr. Branch. ‘We came from Orange.’ ‘What's your

name?’ inquired the principal. ‘My name is James ; and these are my

cousins (turning to the boys); their names are William and Henry’

’Well, I'm glad to see you, boys; you might be engaged in much

worse business than this. I suppose you are no richer than most of the

scholars we have here.’

The last remark of Mr. Branch is good evidence that he had sur-

veyed the new-comers from head to foot, and that the remark was

prompted by their poor apparel. ‘No, sir,’ answered James, dryly; ‘we

are not loaded down with gold or silver, but with pots, and kettles, 

and provisions for housekeeping.’  ‘Going to board yourselves,                                 

(Continued on next page.)  



Cheshire Academy

The second school was Cheshire Academy which arose from a high

school opened in Cheshire in 1858 by the Rev. P. W. Perry. Its atten-

dance peaked at 85 students. It operated only ten years. 

Atwood Academy

A third school opened at Albany in 1866 through the gift of Deacon

Nehemiah Atwood. The school, called Atwood Academy, was man-

aged by Rev. J. M. Kayser and Rev. L. C. Chase and reached 210 stu-
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then?’ replied the teacher, by way of inquiry. ‘Yes, sir; can you

tell us where we can find a room?’ answered James ‘Yes; near by,’ an-

swered Mr. Branch; ‘a good deal of that business is done here. Scores

of our boys and girls would never stay here if they could not board

themselves. Look here,’ and stepping out from the door-way, he

pointed to an old, unpainted house, twenty or thirty rods away. ‘You

see that old house there, do you?’ he said. James assented. ‘I think you

will find a room there; an old lady, as poor as you are, lives in one part

of it. You will go to her to inquire.’

‘Thank you, sir, thank you,’ repeated the boys, politely, as they started

for the antique habitation. They found the old lady, and hired a room

for a pittance, in which there were a fireplace, three old chairs, that

corresponded with the building, and two beds on the floor, or what the

good woman of the house was bold enough to call beds. Here they un-

packed their goods, and set up housekeeping by cooking their first

meal.”

As Free Will Baptist Principal Daniel Branch walked back into his

home that day, he could have had no idea that the boy he had just been

so kind to would grow up to be President of the United States.  You

see, ‘James’, the spokesman for the trio of poor boys, was James A.

Garfield. Looking back later, he would share that Daniel’s wife,

Sarah Branch was “the first to give him an impulse to a higher course

of life.’" James A. Garfield was converted to Christ while attending

Geauga Seminary!



dents. Due to a lack of interest by the local citizens, Deacon Atwood

closed the school and proposed to open a school at Rio Grande. How-

ever, it was not until after his death that this school was endowed by

his remarried widow, Mrs. Pamelia Wood.  

Rio Grande College

The first building at Rio Grande College was dedicated on August 29,

1876. The Rev. Ranson Dunn, D.D., of Hillsdale, Michigan who had

been associated with Geauga Seminary in Northern Ohio, became the

first President and served until 1879. 
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Rio Grande College was lost in the 1911 merger but today operates as

a private college free from the Northern Baptist affiliation. Their beau-

tiful campus houses and teaches around 2,300. 

The old home of Deacon Atwood was the private office of the late Mr.

Bob Evans of the Bob Evans restaurant chain and is located behind the

restaurant at the Bob Evans farm at Rio Grande.  

EARLY DENOMINATIONAL TIES 

Ohio was strongly associated with the Randall Movement, then called

the Free Will Baptist Connection. Four different times the General Con-

ference convened in Ohio. 

General Conference Meets in Conneaut and Maineville

The 10th Conference met at Conneaut on October 2, 1839. Two sig-

nificant items were proposed at this meeting. First, the Constitution

and By-Laws were presented, and second, a strong anti-slavery article

was drawn. The 16th General Conference met at Maineville, October

1, 1856. The 26th General Conference met at Marion in 1886. 

Last General Conference Meets in Cleveland

The last General Conference

in Ohio met in October,

1907, at Cleveland where the

first articles of merger with

the Northern Baptists were

presented. However, two ar-

ticles came under heavy fire

and it was not until July,

1910, at Old Orchard, Maine,

that the vote was taken. 

Since that date no other national convention met in Ohio until our pres-

ent National Association of Free Will Baptists convened in Dayton on

July 13-17, 1975. 
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Regrouping After The Merger 

Since 1911 the work in Ohio had begun very slowly to regroup its

churches. Only four quarterly meetings continued, and many of their

churches were lost. 

Member of the Tri-State Association of Free Will Baptists

However, signs of strength within the state were seen as the Lawrence

County Quarterly Meeting was formed in 1915 from the Pine Creek

Quarterly Meeting. Then on an area level, the Scioto Yearly Meeting

comprised of the Pine Creek, Porter, and Lawrence Quarterly Meetings

united with the Big Sandy Yearly Meeting of Kentucky and West Vir-

ginia Yearly Meeting of West Virginia, to form the Tri-State Association

of Free Will Baptists on October 4, 1919. Ohio remained a member of

the association until its demise. 

Interest in the National Association of Free Will Baptists

Nationally, representatives are recorded as attending the Cooperative

Association, December 25, 1918, in Paintsville, Kentucky, and again

at Nashville, Tennessee, at Cofer’s Chapel in 1921. A growing interest

was sparked to revive the General Conference; and in 1922, M. B.

Hutchinson of Ohio was elected to the Executive Committee of the

same. 

Ohio was not a part of the organization of the National Association of

Free Will Baptists in November of 1935. It was not until 1939 that

records of the National Association recorded representatives until the

seating of the Ohio River Yearly and Scioto Yearly Meetings at Bryan,

Texas. 

The Beginning of our Present Association

Although a number of quarterly meetings existed in the state, all were

in the southern section.  The Ohio State Association was not reestab-

lished until June 13, 1939, when a meeting was held at the Porter FWB
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Church for the purpose of organizing the Ohio State Association  of

Free Will Baptists. The session was opened by Rev. A. D. Webb, the

oldest minister present. 

Porter FWB Church

The morning worship was opened by the Rev. Frank Delawder and

the message was preached by Rev. Melvin Dunn from Romans 8:1. A

short talk, “Watch Where We Walk,” was also given by Rev. Webb. 

Rev. Gus Graham was elected Moderator; Rev. Jesse Sizemore, As-

sistant Moderator; Sister Grace Peach, Clerk; and Rev. John Kemper,

Treasurer. Rev. William Sheppard, Rev. G. D. Webb and Rev. Melvin

Dunn were appointed as the Constitution Committee after a motion

was made to organize into a State Association. The minutes mention

the presence of Rev. Gus  Graham, Rev. Olen Turner, Rev. Jacob

See, Rev. G. L. Yeley, Rev. Earl Rankins, Rev. F. S. Adams, Rev.

Frank Adams, Rev. B. Howard, Brother George Coldiron, Brother

Hammond and Brother Delbert Gould in addition to the already men-

tioned who represented both the Ohio River and Scioto Yearly Meet-

ings that came together to form the State Association. The Constitution

was to be offered to the two yearly meetings and the formal organiza-

tion was to be finalized at the October 7, 1939 meeting which was

again at the Porter Church. 

Rev. William Sheppard served as Moderator of this meeting. One in-

teresting item was passed in this meeting. The association voted that

each yearly meeting pay $10.00 yearly and each ordained minister pay

fifty cents dues. 

Page 21



Since these organizational meetings there has not been a year when the

State Association has not met. The Ohio State Association officially

joined the National Association at Paintsville, Kentucky, in July, 1940

Progress and Growth 

By 1945, the State Association had grown to 49 churches. Most of these

churches were in southern Ohio, but because of heavy migration into

the state by Free Will Baptists from Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia,

and Tennessee, seeking work in Ohio industry precipitated many new

churches and conferences. 
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Central Ohio Beginnings

A new work had begun in Columbus in 1943 with ministers C.W.

Hayes and Bert Miller (FWB Church of Columbus, Gibbard Avenue,
Columbus First FWB) that would be the mother church to the central

Ohio area.  This church and the Mechanicsburg FWB Church which

was established in 1945 with Pastor Ray Roberts formed the Franklin

County Conference in 1945 which was the first Free Will Baptist quar-

terly conference outside the southern Ohio area since the 1911 merger.  

Northern Ohio

The first quarterly conference formed in the northern part of the state

when in the early 1950’s the Cleveland FWB and Vincent FWB

Churches were established and they formed the Cuyahoga-Lorain Con-

ference in 1955. Revs. John Jeffrey, Melvin Sanford and John Shadd

were the founders of this new conference.

Western Ohio

The Free Will Baptist work in the western part of the state began with

the organization of the Springfield FWB Church in Limecrest (a suburb

of Springfield) in 1948 with Rev. Ray Roberts as founder.  This

church, the Franklin, Fairborn and First Dayton churches united to form

the Little Miami River Conference in 1956. Elder Dave Al Hayes,

Revs. Bert Miller, Richard Howard, Delbert Gould, Ray Roberts

and Robert Belamy were the founders of this new conference.

District Conferences

From these few conferences Ohio grew to have  20 district conferences

affiliated with the State Association. 

The following conferences and dates or origin represent our present

work:  Jackson, 1873; Pine Creek, 1879; Porter, 1901; Lawrence, 1915;

Franklin, 1945; Cuyahoga-Lorain, 1955; Little Miami River, 1956;

Central Ohio, 1960; Great Lakes, 1962;  South Central, 1966; North-

eastern, 1968; Trinity, 1971; North and Western, 1985; Cornerstone,
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1986; Tri-State, 1989;  Capital City, 1995; Southern Ohio, 1996; State

Line, 2004; Unity, 2004; and Northern Ohio, 1954. (The Northern Ohio
Conference joined the Ohio State Association Of Free Will  Baptists in
2007.) These conferences include 159 churches and 9,789 members. 

State Evangelists

During these growth years the convention had numerous leaders that

were instrumental in its enlargement. It is impossible to list all who

contributed, but a group that should be mentioned were the men who

served as State Evangelists.  These men served actively during the span

of 1943 to the mid-sixties. They are listed in their order of service:

Rev. William. J. Sheppard, 1943-45 

Rev. Jesse Sizemore, 1946 

Rev. Homer Nelson, 1947-52 

Rev. Andrew Workman, 1953-56, 58-62 

Rev. Robert Mead, 1957-58 

Rev. Merlin Teets, 1962-64. 

Andrew Workman                           Robert Mead

Merlin Teets                                Homer Nelson
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The Ambassador Magazine

The state newspaper, the Ambassador began in 1958 with 300 on the

mailing list. It was printed on mimeograph.    Today, the Ambassador
is a 20 page full color tabloid publication and distributes over 5,000

copies.  

Editors for The Ambassador since its beginning in 1958 appear

in their order of service: 

Rev. Richard Howard (1958-1961) 

Rev. C. A. Newman (1961-1962) 

Rev. Merlin Teets (1962) 

Rev. Homer Nelson (1962-1972) 

Mrs. Ruth Nelson (1972) 

Rev. Paul Thompson (1972-1974) 

Dr. Alton Loveless (1974-1993)  

Rev. Edwin Hayes (1993-Present) 

Paul Thompson                           Clarence Newman

29

years of 

editing the 

Ambassador is repre-

sented in this picture

of Alton Loveless

and Homer 

Nelson

Page 26



National Conventions in Ohio

The Ohio State Association has hosted the National Association of Free

Will Baptists on four occasions.  In 1975 the National was held in Day-

ton.  Columbus housed the National in 1983 and Cincinnati hosted the

National in 1997 and 2009.

Ohio Mission Work

Ohio FWB Churches have been mission minded and have sent out

state, national and international missionaries to the field. 

The Ohio Mission Board

began the first Ohio state mission

work in Youngstown, Ohio (First

Austintown FWB) with Rev.

Thurmon Murphy.  The first

service was held November 14,

1965.  This church today is pas-

tored by Rev. Tom Dooley and is

currently a member of the State

Line Conference.                           The Thurmon Murphy Family

The Ohio State Mission Board began a new work in Cir-

cleville with Stoney Run Pastor Jerry Ferguson.  The first service

was held January 9, 1966.

In 1970 the Ohio State Mission Board assisted a group in
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Cleveland with Rev. Richard Pressnell as pastor.  The name of the

mission was Parma FWB Mission.  It functions today under the

name of Faith FWB Church with pastor, Rev. Lester McMahan and

they are a member of the Cuyahoga-Lorain Conference. 

In 1970 the State Mission Board to support Brother Millard

Green on a part time basis on a new work in Creston.

Rev. Dana Booth and Betty Booth opened the Newark Mis-

sion a joint conference/state work in 1973. The church today is pastored

by Rev. Matt Bryant and is a member of the Franklin Conference.

In 1976, the State Mission Board commissioned Rev. Arnold

and Janet Shrewsberry to be missionaries to Canton as joint project

between the National and State Home Mission Boards. 

Rev. James and Brenda Henderson were commissioned to

begin a mission work in Washington Court House in 1978. 

Rev. Steve Stidham

was commissioned to begin the

Hamilton Mission in 1979.

This mission is currently a

member of the Tri-State Con-

ference.  Rev. Keith and Anna

Burt are the current missionar-

ies here.

In 1984, Ambassador FWB Pastor Rev. Willie and Ora Booth

were commissioned to begin the Lancaster Mission.  This church, the

Open Door FWB Church is currently a member of the Cornerstone

Conference.

In 1984 Rev. Roy and Paula Roach were commissioned to

begin the Zanesville Mission. 
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Hillsboro Pastor Keith and Shelia Perkins were commis-

sioned to start a  new FWB Mission in the Loveland/Montgomery area

in 1996. 

In 1997, Rev. Roger and Pat

Daniel were sent to Neville to begin a new

work.  The Neville FWB Church is cur-

rently a member of the Tri-State Confer-

ence.

Georgia  native Rev. Tim

Byers and his wife Lori (McK-

night) Byers from the Gahanna

FWB Church were sent to the

Ashtabula area to begin a new

work in 1997.  The Lighthouse

FWB Mission is currently a mem-

ber of the State Line Conference.

Tim Byers Family

In 2002, Rev. Tim and Annette McKnight from the Heartland

Union Church were commissioned to London, Ohio to begin a new

work.  The Redeemer FWB Mission is now currently a member of the

Cornerstone Conference. Rev. Don and Dottie Hix are the current mis-

sionaries there.   
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Rev. Bill and Debbie Pitts,

originally from the Heritage FWB

Church were commissioned to begin a

new work in Lancaster in 2005.  The

mission went self-supporting in 2006.

The Cross Pointe FWB is currently a

member of the State Line Conference.

The Bill Pitts Family

The State Home Mission Board presently has three missionaries in mis-

sion works at London, Hamilton, and Ashtabula.  

The National Home Mission

Board commissioned Virginia Pastor

Rev. Jeff Crabtree (originally from

the Eifort FWB Church) and his wife

Donna (Phipps) Crabtree from the

First Dayton FWB Church to begin a

new work in Fredericton, New

Brunswick Canada in 1995.  

Jeff and Donna Crabtree
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Also in 1995 the board commissioned Rev. Pete and Petra

Maynard as Associate Missionaries to begin a work in Washington

Court House. 

In 1998, Rev.

Chris Fannin and his

wife Carla (Roach)

Fannin were commis-

sioned to go to Puerto

Rico. They presently

serve as home mission-

aries in Arizona.

Chris Fannin Family

Heartland Union FWB Pastor

Dana and his wife Betty Booth were

commissioned to go to Rochester, NY

to begin a new work in 2006.

Dana and Betty Booth

In 1935, Miss Bessie Yeley of

Porter Church, Portsmouth, began her

missionary work in Venezuela with Free

Will Baptist endorsements, although she

first served under an independent board.               
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The National Foreign Mission Board

commissioned Brother Neil Gilliland from the

Porter FWB Church to the Ivory Coast in 1980.

He currently serves the International Mission

Department as Director of Member Care.

Neil Gilliland

Sister Cathy Crawford from the

Harrison FWB Church in Minford was com-

missioned to go to France in 1982. She

presently serves there.

Cathy Crawford

In 2001, two native

Ohio Free Will Baptists

were approved for mission-

ary service: Tim Keener

from the Westerville FWB

Church and Di (Frye)

Keener from the Cleveland

FWB Church are serving in

France.

In 2002, Doug and Patty Cham-

berlin, originally from the Porter FWB

Church were commissioned to Spain for

short term mission work. 

Doug and Patty Chamberlin
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David and Angie (Wolfen-

barger) Outlaw arrived in

Central Asia in 2007.  Sister

Angie is originally from the

First Springfield FWB

Church where her father,

Rev. Floyd Wolfenbarger

was pastor.

The David and Angie

(Wolfenbarger) 

Outlaw Family

Ohio State Promotional Work

First Full-Time Executive

Secretary-Alton Loveless

In 1974, the denominational work

within the state began to flourish.

This was the year the State Asso-

ciation hired a full-time State Pro-

motional Director. Rev. Alton

Loveless, opened the state office

and began a state bookstore.   The

State Work would enjoy great

growth throughout Dr. Loveless’

tenure as Executive Secretary.

State Office Ministry Growth

Beginning with $2,500 in the bank and a small rented office, the state

office and bookstore made four relocations and five enlargements.

The State Association voted in 1984 to begin a land fund to relocate

and enlarge its operation by moving into property owned by the de-

Dr. Alton Loveless
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nomination. This was accomplished in September, 1986, when the

new State Office and Bookstore complex was completed at 2777

South High Street, Columbus. 

Original Ohio State 

Office & 

Ambassador Bible

Bookstore

1974-1975

State Office

and 

Bookstore

1975-1986

State 

Office and

Bookstore

1986-1999
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Six employees maintain and direct the state ministries. Besides the

bookstore and state office duties, the personnel publish The Ambassa-
dor, a 20 page full-color publication circulated free to more than 5,000

bi-monthly.  

The staff prepares and grades

courses enrolled in the corre-

spondence division of Ohio

Bible Institute and has since

1981. The office promotes

and encourages regional institutes through the churches within the

state.  

Church Assistance

The office not only provides materials helpful in churches, but expert-

ise and guidance in their use through Christian education seminars and

leadership training sessions.  

Ohio Men’s Retreat

The Ohio Minister/Layman Retreat began in 1976 with a total of 45

men in attendance under the direction of Akron Pastor Ken Frisbee.

In 1978, the Ohio State Office began planning and operating the annual
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meeting. The retreat was held at Assembly of God Campgrounds at

Big Prairie from 1976-1999 where the attendance had grown to 230

men. The Ohio Family Foundation Camp in Massillon from 2000-2001

housed the retreat.  The retreat moved to the central part of the state to

the Heartland Retreat Center in Marengo in 2002. The Lord has blessed

this retreat and it has enjoyed much growth through the years.  The

name for the retreat was changed to the “Ohio Men’s Retreat” in 1997.

The 2008 retreat saw six men saved. The attendance for the 2009 retreat

was a record 472 men.

Dr. Alton Loveless 

& Delois Loveless Resigns 

After 19 Years

In 1993, Dr. Alton Loveless re-

signed as Ohio Executive Secre-

tary to become the General

Director of the National Sunday

School and Church Training De-

partment, Randall House Publi-

cations.  Also in 1993,

Ambassador Bible Bookstore

Manager Delois Loveless re-

signed. A service was held Oc-

tober 10th  that year at the Heritage Temple FWB Church to honor Dr.

Loveless and his wife Delois with an estimated 400 in attendance.

Second Full-Time 

Executive Secretary-Edwin Hayes

After a state-wide search, Ohio Moderator

and Columbus First FWB Pastor Edwin

Hayes was selected to replace Dr. Loveless.

He has served as Ohio’s Executive Secretary

since November of 1993 and currently fills

that position.  

Rev. Hayes resigned as Moderator after seven
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terms. Assistant Moderator and Cleveland

Pastor Rev. Robert Prichard then became

the Moderator and filled that position for 13

years becoming the longest tenured moder-

ator in our history.

Ambassador Bookstore New Manager-Jeff Dunn

In 1993 Rev. Jeff Dunn was selected to replace Sister Loveless at the

Ambassador Bible Bookstore Manager. He would fill that position until

1998 when Helen Nickels replaced him.  She would fill that position

until 2003.

In 1996 a major remodeling of the Ambassador Bible Bookstore was

completed at a cost of $80,000.00.  This included new walls, fixtures,

phone system and signage. 

Together Way Giving System

Since 1994, the office has administered the “Together Way” giving sys-

tem that channels all churches’ outside giving through the State Office.

This allows church treasurers to write one check for all outside giving.  

State Ministry Offering

The State Ministry Offering was begun in 1996 that encouraged the

Ohio FWB Churches to bring an offering of $100.00 to the State

Meeting.  The offering is divided among the State Ministries.  The

State Ministry Offering set an all time State Meeting record for offer-

ings in 1999.  This offering totaled $9,130.59.

State Association Website

The State Office began a website in 1998.  A newly designed website
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was started in 2008.  The website address is www.OhioFWB.com.

Also, the office administers the “Ohio Pastor’s Email List” which al-

lows information to be sent to the churches immediately.

“Why I am a Free Will Baptist” Lesson

Ohio Promotional Secretary Edwin Hayes began

teaching the lesson, “Why I am A Free Will Baptist”
state-wide in 1999 based on a sermon from former

National Home Missions Director Roy Thomas.

This lesson explains the contrast of Free Will Baptist

doctrines with other denominations.

State Office and Bookstore Sold and Moved

In 2000, the Ohio State Office and Ambassador Bookstore building

was sold and the operation moved to the Southland Mall owned by Bob

Evans Corp at 3700 South High Street Suite 159, in Columbus.
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State Association Rotates Meetings

The State Association began in 2001 rotating state meetings with the

Heritage FWB Church, in Columbus (Pastor Tim Stout) and the Ga-

hanna FWB Church, in Gahanna (Pastor Curtis Booth) to plan and

project future programs. 

Longtime National General 

Board Member 

Delmar Sparks Steps Down

Former Westerville Pastor Del-

mar Sparks stepped down as

Ohio’s National General Board

member in 2002.  He had held

that position from 1982-2002.

Ohio Clerk Mike Stokes was elected to replace

Brother Sparks.  Brother Stokes currently fills this

position.

Service At

Evangelist

David Marks’

Grave

A delegation

from the State

A s s o c i a t i o n

gathered on May

4, 2002 to honor

a hero of the

faith and FWB pioneer David Marks at the Westwood Cemetery in

Oberlin, Ohio.  The association  paid for a refurbishing of Marks’

grave.  National Home Mission Department’s Director of Development

David Crowe preached a message from one of Marks’ sermon outlines,

“Why Churches Do Not Have Revival.” Ohio Moderator Robert

Prichard and Executive Secretary Edwin Hayes laid a ceremonial
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wreath on Marks’ grave.  The group then went into Oberlin to the First

Church where Marks preached his last sermon and where his funeral

was held.

Ohio Pastors Retirement Plan

In 2003, the Ohio Pastor’s Retirement Plan was implemented which

allows 5% of any church’s Co-op gifts or General Fund gifts to be cred-

ited to the pastor’s retirement account in at the National Board of Re-

tirement in Nashville. In addition, 1% of the church’s Randall House

Curriculum purchases can be added to his account.  

New Ambassador Bookstore 

Manager-Paul Keener

Lewis Center FWB Pastor Rev. Paul Keener

was selected as the new Ambassador Book-

store Manager in May 2003.  Under his lead-

ership the store showed significant growth.

Team Church Teacher Training Seminar

The State Office and Ambassador Bible Bookstore in conjunction with

Randall House Publications began offering a state-wide teacher train-

ing seminar entitled, “Team Church” in 2005.  There were over 300 in

attendance for the first year.

Ohio Free Will Baptist History 

Column

Canaan FWB Pastor Jim McComas began

a series in The Ambassador entitled, “Our

Free Will Baptist Heritage-FWB History
from a Buckeye Perspective” in 2005.  This

column is still running today. 
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Ohio State Auxiliaries

Ohio Youth Conference 

The State Youth Board carry out an active youth

program with an annual State Youth Rally at the

same time as the State Meeting.  They also sponsor

the Ohio Youth Competition Program in conjunc-

tion with the National Youth Conference. The 2009 State Competition

saw 69 participants and 325 in attendance.

Ohio Women Active For Christ

The Ohio Women Active for

Christ hold an annual meeting

the day before the State Meeting

and an annual women’s retreat

in the fall that has a hundred in

attendance.
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The Future  
The Lord has blessed Ohio

Free Will Baptists through-

out these years.  We are

thankful to have been a

small part of God’s great

worldwide enterprise.  If the

past years serve as our foun-

dation, then our future is

bright as Ohio Free Will

Baptists.  It is our hope to

hand off as vibrant a growing

denomination to the next

generation as the previous generations have handed to

us.

Mark Price

Ohio State 

Association 

Moderator
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Summary of the Ohio State Association

of Free Will Baptists State Meetings

The following represents seventy years of the Ohio State Meeting

with dates, places, moderators and brief highlights.

. 

DATE PLACE MODERATOR

1939, June 13 Porter Gus Graham

Constitution adopted.     

Treasury Balance: $0.85. 

1939, October 7            Porter                             W. J. Sheppard

Formal Organization was finalized.  

The association’s charter members were the Ohio River and Scioto

Yearly Meetings.  

Yearly Meetings to pay $10 per year and each ordained minister to

pay fifty cents in yearly dues.

1939, October 9 Porter Gus Graham

Clerk to be paid $5 per year. 

First Foreign Missions Committee established. 

1940, June 4-6 Old Kyger Gus Graham

A motion carried that the Treasurer put the unused portion of the

association money in the Security National Bank in Portsmouth, and

should the bank fail, the association would not hold Treasurer Rev.

John Kemper responsible.

First Resolution: “Opposed dancing, card parties, bingo games, and

all places of amusement where these were practiced.” 

The second resolution passed was “that we refrain from visiting all

places where intoxicating liquors are handled in any form, and mem-

ber who fails to abide by this resolution to be called to question by

the association.”

First Foreign Mission Board selected: Grace Peach, W. J. Shep-

pard and David Widdig. 

Setup a Program Committee and Incorporation Committee.

1941, June 3-5 Union W. J. Sheppard

First national visitor: John Rollins, Monett, Missouri, Editor of

Free Will Baptist Gem.

1942, June 4 Wellston John Kemper
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Resolution: Condemning “the rationing of sugar to individuals

while unlimited amounts were available to make alcoholic bever-

ages.” 

First State Home Mission Board: John Henning, Chairman, John

Kemper and Melvin Dunn.

District Home Mission Boards were asked to dissolve so State

Evangelist could be hired. 

First outside gift: $400.00 for Foreign Missions.

1943, June 1-3 Long Run Melvin Dunn

First State Evangelist: Rev. William. J. Sheppard.

1944, June 6-8 Porter W. B. May

Home Mission Board enlarged from three to five members.

1945, June 6-8 Old Kyger Jesse Sizemore

First National Association of FWB Official visits: Robert Craw-

ford, National Executive Secretary and Treasurer.

Invited “Christian Workers Institute” of National Association to

Ohio.

1946, June 4-6 Sciotodale IV. J. White

Statistics were: Churches-49; Ministers-87; Members-2,624; Sun-

day School Scholars-2,000;  Approximate value of church property-

$80,000.00.

1947, June Harrison Frank Delawder

1948, June 1-3 Long Run W. O. Doll

At this time the quarterly meetings who participated were: Pine

Creek, Porter, Meigs, Vinton, Jackson, Lawrence and Franklin.

1949, June 7-9 Union Homer Nelson

1950, June 6-8 Old Kyger E. T. Carter

1951, June 5-7 McDermott E. T. Carter

The Superannuation Board was dissolved and the money was di-

vided between the State Home Mission Board, State Treasury and the

Foreign Mission Board.

1952, June 4-5 Long Run Russell Milam

In order to increase attendance at the State Meeting, the times of

the meeting were changed to meet the Thursday before the fourth

Saturday in March. 

1953, March 26-27 Porter Russell Milam

In the State Evangelist Report, Rev. Andrew Workman reported

there were 130 souls saved. 
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The State Mission Board gave $875.00 to the State Evangelist for

the year.

1954, March 26-27 Welch  Ave.      Forrest Chamberlin

State Evangelist Andrew Workman reported 19 revivals and 203

souls saved.

1955, March 24-25 Madison           Forrest Chamberlin

The State Evangelist Andrew Workman reported 17 revivals and

138 souls saved.

1956, June 15-16 Woodland Chapel Edward Stevens

The association approved the changing of the date for the state

meeting to be on the Thursday before the fourth Sunday in June,

1957.  

The State Evangelist reported 19 revivals and 151 souls saved.

1957, June 21-22 Long Run Robert Mead

Association Count: 25 ministers, 72 churches, 3,914 church mem-

bers, 2 ladies auxiliaries. 

Miami Valley Conference joined the State Convention.

1958, June 20-21 Silver Run Henry Hawkins

Visited by Dr. L. C. Johnson, Free Will Baptist Bible College

President and Dr. Homer Willis, National Home Missions Director.

Protested: “Kentucky State Association accepting Quarterly Confer-

ence located in Ohio.”

Ambassador newsletter started: First Editor, Richard Howard.

1959, June 19-20 Fairborn John Jeffries

State Association opposed National Association meeting in any

building where alcoholic beverages are sold.

Ratified by-law:” No minister can be a member of State Associa-

tion who has two living wives, or whose wife has two living hus-

bands.”

Adopted the National Treatise. 

Instructed yearly meeting clerks to include all ministers belonging

to local conference.

Established Friday before the 4th Saturday in June as a regular set

meeting time.

1960, June 24-25 Vincent Dewey Gillespie

1961, June 23-24           Germany Hollow  Andrew Workman

Voted to hire Promotional Secretary.

Took steps to obtain State Charter.
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Recommended churches hire full-time pastors.

1962, June 22-23 Mechanicsburg  Clarence Newman

First Promotional Secretary: Merlin Teets.

Established State Headquarters in Mechanicsburg.

1963, June 21-22 Sciotoville Quentin England

The Association was incorporated and the Charter was secured.    

The attendance were the largest crowds in Ohio’s history.  

Great Lakes Conference joined the association.

Resolutions passed which recommended “that each yearly meeting

support The Ambassador Magazine”; took a stand against smoking;

opposed foreign aid to Communist countries; and that “the ordained

authority acquaint themselves with the problems of segregation in

their local churches.”  

1964, June 26-27 Mechanicsburg Don Williams

The Ohio Mission Board established.  

The National Co-op Plan was recommended to the State Associa-

tion and laid on the table until 1965.

22nd meeting of Woman’s Auxiliary reported for first time in the

State Convention Meeting. Thirteen auxiliaries raised $1,316.55 for

missions that year.

1965, June 25-26 FWB Tabernacle Ken Frisbee

State Convention officially adopted Co-operative Plan of support.

Two resolutions passed.  The first was a warning against the ecu-

menical movement and the second was a stand against the Sunday

sale of liquor.

The Association was made up of four yearly meetings that repre-

sented nine conferences and 101 churches.

1966, June 24-25 Mechanicsburg  Franklyn Harness

First full-time State Home Missionary sent to Youngstown-Thur-

mon Murphy.

Part-time Mission Circleville started with Jerry Ferguson.

Established a Sunday School Board.

1967, June 23-24 Akron Fred Evans

1968, June 21-22 Woodland Robert Mead

1969, June 27-28 Pleasant View Robert Mead

Only four District Associations sided with Oklahoma resolution in

“Backslider issue” by official recommendation.

The Executive Committee was empowered to hire a Promotional
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Secretary who would have the ability to establish a Bible Institute in

the state.

1970, June 26-27 First Belmont Delmar Sparks

The Constitution was amended to accept associations as well as

yearly meetings.  

The Toledo Conference joined the association.  

1971, June 25-26 Welch Avenue Henry Hawkins

A resolution passed that each quarterly or yearly meeting was to

send a fee of $10 for each church they represented rather than the

$10 each quarterly or yearly was sending.  

A resolution passed “protesting the use of text books or magazines

in schools using profanity in them.”  A committee was commissioned

to go to the State Superintendent of schools.  

A resolution passed “encouraging each church to send their pastor

to the National Association.”

1972, June 22-23 West Jefferson Hobert Ashby

Rev. Homer Nelson resigned as clerk after14 years due to his

health.

State rented office at 1542 Parsons Avenue in Columbus.

Ohio Bible Institute began.

A resolution passed that “opposed pornography and encouraged

ministers to oppose it their local community.”

The association extended an invitation to the National Association

for 1975.   

1973, June 22-23          Dayton First Hobert Ashby

Adopted Co-op Plan (second time).

Delegated the Board of Directors authority to hire full time Promo-

tional Secretary to coordinate the state work and obtain bonds to

stock state bookstore.

1974, June 21-22         FWB Tabernacle Oral Maggard

First full time Promotional Secretary hired, Alton Loveless. 

Opened Ambassador Bible Bookstore.

1975, June 27-28         Williams Rd     Floyd Wolfenbarger

Hosted National Convention in Dayton, Ohio. 

Authorized relocation of Ambassador Bible Bookstore.

The association approved resolutions: Opposed the progress of

Madeline Murray O’Hara in her effort “to stop the mention of God

and prayer on TV.” Opposed some of the textbooks being used in
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public school and gave a strong recommendation, “that the Treatise

be strictly adhered to in receiving churches from other conferences.” 

The association approved conducting a constitutional convention in

1976 to revise the constitution.

1976, June 25-26          Amherst           Floyd Wolfenbarger

The association set up a General Board made up from a member of

each conference.

Ambassador Bookstore enlarged.

1977, June 24-25          First Springfield    Floyd Wolfenbarger

The association passed a resolution opposing homosexuality.

Ambassador Bible Bookstore enlarged again.

1978, June 23-24          FWB Tabernacle Floyd Wolfenbarger

Newly formed General Board authorized by the new constitution

allowing equal representation by all district associations.

Registration for the meeting was 215 with an estimated 500 for the

Wednesday evening service.  

1979, June 22-23          Heritage Temple  Franklyn Harness

Voted to invite National Convention for 1983.

1980, June 27-28          Heritage Temple  Franklyn Harness

1981, June 25-26          Heritage Temple  Franklyn Harness

Promotional Secretary began an institute correspondence program.

State Office offered life and disability insurance.

A resolution was passed “commending the Proctor & Gamble

Company for their refusal to sponsor bad programs.”

1982, June 24-25          Heritage Temple Clarence Workman

Westerville Pastor Delmar Sparks was selected as Ohio’s National

General Board member.  He would serve 20 years.

Co-op percentages approved-60% Ohio State Ministries, 40% Na-

tional Ministries.

The association passed two resolutions: The first stating “our faith

and continuing support of the FWB Bible College” and the second a

letter to President Reagan stating “our support for a Constitutional

Amendment to restore prayer in schools.”

1983, June 23-24 Heritage Temple Wendell Combs

State Mission Board was directed to not give support to any mis-

sion that “does not come under contract with our state board.”

Ohio Youth Board established a Constitution and appointed Doug

Worley as Promotional Director.
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1984, June 21-22 Heritage Temple Wendell Combs

Voted to purchase land and build State Office/Bookstore complex.

Approved the Clerk having the ability “to succeed himself as often

as this body shall desire.”

A resolution passed that opposed “abortion, homosexuality and all

sins that cause God to turn His face from a nation.”

1985, June 20-21 Heritage Temple Wendell Combs

Clerk Wayne Frost resigned and Mike Stokes was elected.

The North & Western Conference joined the association.

Approved the purchase of a plot of land on 2777 S. High Street in

Columbus to build a new state office and bookstore for $45,000.00.

Updated the by-laws to allow the association to elect a Nominating

Committee.

Voted to take part in the National Foreign Mission fundraising pro-

gram, “Advance Celebration.”

1986, June 27-28 Heritage Temple Wendell Combs

Board of Directors informed the association of the contract to con-

struct the new state office/bookstore.  The building was dedicated on

October 27th.

A question from the Scioto Yearly Meeting concerning conference

responsibility to obtain letters of recommendation for minister’s

transfer was referred to the Executive Committee.

1987, June 26-27 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

Approved the Reconciliation Committee Report concerning trans-

ferring of credentials between conferences “to follow the treatise in

reference to cooperation, courtesy and uniformity in transferral pro-

cedure.” 

The State Mission Board was given authority to seek loans for

Ohio Mission works.

A resolution that “opposed sexual activity outside of marriage in

answer to the Aids epidemic.” 

1988, June 24-25 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

50 Year of Jubilee began.  A history of Ohio Free Will Baptists

written by Alton Loveless was distributed.

Voted in the event of dissolution of the State Association, that the

state property would be deeded to the National Association of Free

Will Baptists.

A resolution passed that called on “parents to make sure that their
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children’s education was not undermining their families.”

1989, June 23-24 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

Tri-State Conference joined the association.

Changed Constitution that allowed the general officers to “succeed

themselves as often as this body shall decide.”

1990, June 22-23 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

Adopted the evangelistic theme, R.E.A.P. (Reach Every Available

Person) for the coming year.

1991, June 24-25 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

1992, June 26-27 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

The State Mission Board introduced the 2250 Plan for support of

Ohio Missions.

A resolution passed protesting “the Supreme Court’s ruling of ban-

ning prayer at graduations.”

A resolution passed reaffirming that all members who take a posi-

tion on boards “participate fully in the support and efforts of the

State Association.”

1993, June 25-26 Heritage Temple Edwin Hayes

Promotional Secretary Alton Loveless resigned.

Board of Directors was given authority to have separate directors if

the State Ministry becomes “large enough.”

A resolution passed showing support for the National Foreign Mis-

sion Department in “upholding the FWB Treatise concerning teach-

ing total abstinence.”

Adopted the national fundraising program, “A Million More for

94” for the new national headquarters.

1994, June 24-25 Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

“Together Way” giving form was introduced.

Boards and Executive Committee to receive standard mileage for

meetings.

Adopted plan to raise funds for hosting the 1997 National Associa-

tion.

Dissolved Business Committee and all business to be channeled

through the Executive Committee.

Approved the Executive Committee’s response from the Porter

Conference’s request of an interpretation of By-Law Section 14.  A

minister “should not be involved in divorce or plural marriages…”

The association raised the representation fees from $20.00 per
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church to $40.00. 

1995, June 23-24 Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

Capital City Conference joined the association.

1996, June 21-22          Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

Approved a major remodeling of the Ambassador Bible Bookstore

at a cost of $80,000.00.

State Ministry Offering was established.

The Southern Ohio Conference joined the association.

Ohio Golf Tourney began.

1997, June 27-28 Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

State Ministry Offering sets record-$7,520.00.

1998, June 26-27 Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

60th Session of the Ohio State Meeting.

Established Prayer and Registration Committees.

All Boards required to present budgets.

Approved a by-law change that stated,  “No employee of State As-

sociation may be elected on any standing board of this body.”

Co-op percentages were adjusted from 60% State--40% National to

70% State-30% National.

1999, June 25-26 Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

Invited the National Association to meet in Ohio in 2009.

Voted to support the FWB Bible College’s relocation. 

Voted to fund the repair of Evangelist David Marks’ grave.

State Ministry offering sets all time record-$9,130.59.

2000, June 23-24          Heritage Temple Robert Prichard

Voted to downsize the Ambassador Bookstore and authorized the

sale of the property.

Representation fees increased from $40 to $65.

2001, June 21-22 Gahanna FWB Robert Prichard

Changed the Constitution that allowed the Executive Committee to

determine the location of the State Meeting.

2002, June 21-22 Gahanna FWB Robert Prichard

Revised Constitution that allowed the Chairman of the Nominating

Committee to sit on the General Board.

Ohio Pastor’s Retirement Fund was established.

Former Westerville Pastor Delmar Sparks stepped down as Ohio’s

National General Board member.  He held that position from 1982-

2002.  Ohio Clerk Mike Stokes was elected to replace Brother
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Sparks.

Passed a resolution upholding Christ’s blood as the only atonement

for sin.

Passed a resolution upholding sexual purity for the ministry.

2003, June 27-28 Heritage FWB  Robert Prichard

Church Representation fees raised to $125.

The Ambassador Bookstore presented Randall House Rewards Pro-

gram where of the church’s literature purchases, 1% would be sent to

the pastor’s retirement account.

2004, June 25-26 Gahanna FWB Robert Prichard

Reported the Meigs Conference dissolved.

Dismissed the Gallia Conference.

State Line and Unity Conference joined the association.

2005, June 24-25 Gahanna FWB Robert Prichard

2006, June 23-24 Heritage FWB Robert Prichard

Moderator Robert Prichard stepped down after 13 terms as the

longest tenured Moderator in the association’s history.

Assistant Moderator and Westerville Pastor Mike Mounts was

elected as Moderator.

2007, June 22-23 Gahanna FWB Mike Mounts

Northern Ohio Conference joined the association.

Added to the by-laws that stated that the association will not “af-

firm, approve or endorse homosexual behavior.”

Moderator Mike Mounts stepped down as Moderator because he

was moving to pastor a church in Georgia.

Assistant Moderator and Porter Pastor Mark Price was elected as

Moderator.

2008, June 27-28 Heritage FWB Mark Price

Raised Representation fees from $125 to $150 with the increase to

be used to set aside an account that will be used to fund future Na-

tional Associations. 

The Association was challenged to grow with the program, “To-

gether We Can” developed by Evangelist Freddy Dutton.  

2009, June 26-27 Gahanna FWB Mark Price

Hosted the National Association of Free Will Baptists July 19-23rd.
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Ohio State Association

Church Statistical 

Information for 2007

Number of District Associations--20

Number of Churches--159

Number of Baptisms--611

Number of Members--9,789

Number of Ordained Ministers--353

Number of Licenced Ministers--44

Number of Ordained Deacons--274

Sunday School Enrollment--8,064

Value of Church Property--

$49,153,766.00

Page 54






