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Sunday, March 8, 2026; 8:15 am and 10:00 am
Third Sunday of Lent

Gathering Music

Prelude Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen  Jordan Ortman
(George Blake)

Greeting Dr. Amy Gearhart

*Opening Hymn  When Christ Went to the Temple
(Carolyn Winfrey Gilette, Melchior Teschner, arr. W.H. Monk)

When Christ went to the Temple to worship God one day,
He entered through the courtyard where anyone could pray.
That court was for the nations — and all could enter in.

But Jesus found a market, a shameful robbers' den.

There, cattle, sheep and pigeons were sold for sacrifice,
And moneychangers shouted of quality and price.
Outsiders could not enter the inner courts for prayer.
Their only place to worship was in the courtyard there.

When prayer gave way to profit, and pride closed many doors,
The Lord cried out in anger and made a whip of cords.

He shooed the sheep and cattle and scattered pigeons, too.
God's house was for all people — not for a chosen few.

O God, you love the nations and call us all to pray.
Forgive us when our worship turns other folk away.
As Christ, in loving protest, fought prejudice and pride,
May we who follow Jesus now welcome all inside.



Congregational Greeting Rev. Lauren Boyd
Offertory / Offertory Prayer
Offertory Music Good Trouble

Scripture John 2:13-25

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the
money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured
out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told
those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father's house a market-place!” His disciples remembered that
it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to
him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them,
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” The Jews then
said, ‘“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will
you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had
spoken. When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many
believed in his name because they saw the signs that he was doing. But
Jesus on his part would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all
people and needed no one to testify about anyone; for he himself knew
what was in everyone.

Lay Readers: Alan Williams, 8:15, Cheryl Busch, 10:00

Sermon "Tables Turned: Resisting Religious Complacency"
Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer

*Closing Hymn Jesus Christ is Waiting
We will sing this to the tune FRENCH CAROL
(Graham Maule, John L. Bell) CCLI Song #2960834

Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets; no one is his neighbor, all
alone he eats.



Listen, Lord Jesus, | am lonely too; make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait
on you.

Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets, where injustice spirals and real
hope retreats.

Listen, Lord Jesus | am angry too; in the Kingdom's causes let me rage with
you.

Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets; curing those who suffer,
touching those he greets.

Listen, Lord Jesus, | have pity too; let my care be active, healing, just like
you.

Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets, where each sign of hatred
he, with love, defeats.

Listen, Lord Jesus | should triumph too; where good conquers evil let me
dance with you.

Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 'Who will join my journey? | will
guide their feet.'

Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few: walk one step before me; | will
follow you.

*Benediction

Sending Forth Music  Out of the Depths | Cry to You
(Max Drischner)
*Please stand as you are able.
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