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Crosswalk is a publication of 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
455 West Sunnyside Road 
Idaho Falls, Idaho  83402 
 

Tel:   (208) 522-9301 

E-mail:     office@firstlc.com 
Website:  www.firstlc.com 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
10:15 am In-Church Worship &  

Church Live @ firstlc.com 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Friday Closed 
Pastor Rev. Mike Knauff 
Music Director Michelle Hanson 
Family Minister Heather Catanese 
Church Administrator Julie Sagnimeni 
Bookkeeper Greg Stultz 
Financial Secretary Wendy Schoonmaker 
Minister of Welcome Rev. Larry Cudmore 
Preschool Director Barbara Carlson 
 

Bring items for the Crosswalk to the church office  
OR  

e-mail items to: office@firstlc.com 
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 I remember a cute devotion I heard over Christian radio about a lighthouse. During a naval 

training exercise riddled with poor weather conditions and heavy fog, a battleship's lookout reported 

to the captain: "Steady light, bearing on the port bow, Sir." The admiral called out, "Signal that ship!  

“We are on a collision course! Advise you to change course 20 degrees.”" A return signal was quickly  

received, "Advisable for you to change your course 20 degrees." The assertive admiral, growing  

impatient, called out to the signalman, "Signal: I am a Navy admiral! Change your course 20 degrees 

now." Seconds later the signal was returned, "I'm a seaman second class. You had better change your 

course 20 degrees." The admiral, now furious, shouted out, "Send: I am a battleship. Change course 

20 degrees immediately." A final signal was returned, "I am a lighthouse." ...The admiral changed his 

course.   

The speaker went on to say how important it is on our life’s journey amidst storm-tossed seas 

to take life direction from something “rock solid” that doesn’t get tossed to and fro. That is why we 

need to regularly reach out to God, our rock and redeemer and… lighthouse. God grants us ample op-

portunities to orient ourselves as we sail through life by communicating with him. God communicates 

to us through his Word, prayerful conversations, and meaningful worship.  

 I like to think that churches that encourage this strong communication between believers and 

God through Bible study, prayer, and worship are like little lighthouses.  There are ways to avoid  

becoming a prideful yet disoriented admiral in life’s journey; one of those is to know where the light-

houses are.  FELC’s fall schedule is starting up, and with that is a wealth of opportunities to appropri-

ately affirm or change your life’s course.  There will be many opportunities to help you on the right 

course in life by checking in with God through worship, Bible study, and prayer. I encourage you to 

take advantage of the faith-light FELC readily shares each week.  Whether its serving on a worship 

team (usher, altar guild, adult choir, bell choir, praise band, A/V team), or participating in a Bible 

study (Adult Forum, Sunday School, Men’s Group, Women’s Group, Youth Group) or simply being 

part of our prayer chain ministry, they’re all ways to communicate and connect with God.   

 

You don’t have to go it alone, and you’ve got a guiding light in Christ Jesus and his church.  

Psalm 145:18 - God is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Mike 
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Sometimes Satan Wins By Encouraging 

Sometimes Satan wins by doing the little things, 
A church that was once a lighthouse for storm-tossed lives 

Is not snuffed out by one big gust of wind 
Nor by a once-in-a-generation storm. 

A church’s light goes out simply by Satan “encouraging” those manning the lighthouse. 
Encouraging workers to think it’s too much work 

Encouraging workers to believe others do the work better than they can 
Encouraging workers to think they’ll easily balance all the other priorities 

Until the lighthouse becomes the least priority 
Encouraging workers to fixate on stumbling blocks instead of the bigger purpose 

Encouraging workers to say, “I’m saved and safe” and that’s all that matters 
Encouraging workers to see how their gifts don’t fit: 

Too old, too young, too liberal, too conservative, too outspoken, too shy 
Encouraging workers to value their ease over other’s needs 

To value their needs over God’s call 
A little of Satan’s “encouragement” goes a long way 

Sometimes a little encouragement the wrong way 
Is all it takes for Satan to snuff out a church’s light. 

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Christ 
Centered on Christ… we don’t need nor heed Satan’s encouragement 

For we have the power of God’s Holy Spirit 
Saved by Christ’s Grace we don’t heed Satan’s encouragement to see we don’t fit in  

For we know we are all important parts of the body of Christ 
Loved by Christ, we can ignore Satan’s encouragement to fixate on our ease 

We have the love of Christ Jesus overflowing inside us to those beside us 
Faith, Hope, and Love in Christ makes us immune to Satan’s little “words of encouragement.” 

Let’s pray that is an immunity our little lighthouse of a church 
Can pass on to the storm-tossed world around us. 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

COMING SOON! OUR INQUIRER’S CLASS  
 

Pastor Mike will be holding a six week new member class this fall, beginning in October. We will meet in the church library. If you are interested in 

finding out more about what a “Lutheran Christian” is, this is your chance. You don’t need to commit to joining to be part of the study and questions 

are highly encouraged. Those who are considering becoming part of our FELC church family need to attend at least four of the six classes. This class is 

designed to cover the history and inner workings of FELC, as well as some of the basic foundational parts of Christianity: 
 

 What’s so amazing about Grace?  

 What is the authority of ancient scripture in a modern day world?  

 What’s so important about baptism and communion?  

 

Contact Pastor Mike or the church office if you’re interested in attending.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  9:00am  Happy Stitchers 
12:00pm Gathering in  
Grace Ladies’ Bible Study 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Financial Peace  
University 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
 

7:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 Team Meeting  

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship  
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 
12:00pm ERT and Shofar Meeting 
 

Labor Day 
Office Closed 

 
 

9:00am Happy Stitchers 
10:00am Nominating  
Committee Meeting 
12:00pm C&C Meeting 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Financial Peace  
University 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

Preschool Orientation 
9:00am Men’s Bible Study 
10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
5:00pm Finance Team  
Meeting 

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship  
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 

10:00am Staff 
Meeting  
7:00pm Worship 
& Music Team  
Meeting  

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am  Happy Stitchers 
12:00pm Gathering in  
Grace Ladies’ Bible Study 
1:00pm Preschool 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
1:00pm Preschool 
2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am Men’s Bible Study 
10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
1:00pm Preschool 
7:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 Team Meeting 
 
 

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship  
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 

10:00am Staff 
Meeting  
7:00pm Council 
Meeting  

9:00am Happy Stitchers 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 
 
 

9:00am Preschool 
1:00pm Preschool 
2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am Men’s Bible Study 
10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
1:00pm Preschool 

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

9:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 

27 28 29 30    

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship   
and Blessing of Quilts 
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 

10:00am Staff 
Meeting  

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am  Happy Stitchers 
12:00pm Gathering in  
Grace Ladies’ Bible Study 
1:00pm Preschool 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
1:00pm Preschool 
2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

   

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=257157347&event_date=2026-02-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=266672550&event_date=2026-02-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=191215311&event_date=2026-02-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=263543045&event_date=2026-02-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=263543045&event_date=2026-02-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267976139&event_date=2026-02-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268076064&event_date=2026-02-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=257157347&event_date=2026-02-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=191215311&event_date=2026-02-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271114086&event_date=2026-02-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271114086&event_date=2026-02-12
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267976139&event_date=2026-02-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268076064&event_date=2026-02-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268856980&event_date=2026-02-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268856980&event_date=2026-02-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268254404&event_date=2026-02-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268254404&event_date=2026-02-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268254404&event_date=2026-02-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=257157347&event_date=2026-02-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=266672550&event_date=2026-02-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=191215311&event_date=2026-02-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271208610&event_date=2026-02-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=271208610&event_date=2026-02-05
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267976139&event_date=2026-02-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268076064&event_date=2026-02-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268856980&event_date=2026-02-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268856980&event_date=2026-02-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268254404&event_date=2026-02-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268254404&event_date=2026-02-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=257157347&event_date=2026-02-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=191215311&event_date=2026-02-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270132336&event_date=2026-02-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=267976139&event_date=2026-02-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268076064&event_date=2026-02-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268856980&event_date=2026-02-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268856980&event_date=2026-02-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=257157347&event_date=2026-02-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=266672550&event_date=2026-02-17
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Date 

COMMUNION  

ASSISTANTS 

# = Gluten-free server 

LITURGISTS/

READERS 
GREETERS 

USHERS 

# = Coordinator 
COUNTERS STREAMING ALTAR GUILD 

Sept 

6 

Diane Sheldon# Debra Hogg, 

Carole Mason, Cheryl  

Swenson, Deb Nowatzki 

Liturgist:  

Sheryl Schaffer 

Michelle Cleverly 

Mary Pilkington 

Dave Sheldon# 

Lisa Swenson 

Scott Berger 

Lisa Swenson 

Paul Bayless 

Paul  

Bayless 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

Sept 

13 

Natalie Meyer# Debra Holst, 

Ginny Conricode, Beth  

Nicholas, Bev Thomas 

Liturgist:  

Deb Nowatzki 

Anne Mitchell 

Sheryl Schaffer 

Jim Sahr# 

Phil Forbord 

Paul Worth 

Phil & Tessa 

Forbord 

Paul  

Lerum 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

Sept 

20 

Linda Lerum# Cheryl  

Swenson, Kim Bermensolo 

Debra Hogg, Diane Sheldon 

Liturgist:  

Steve Galbraith 

Mary Hanek 

Beth Nicholas 

Richard Magnuson# 

Geri Magnuson 

Tom Pilkington 

Debra Holst   

Beth Nicholas 

Paul  

Bayless 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

Sept 

27 

Diane Sheldon# Bev Thomas 

DiAnn Brown, Carole Mason, 

Shawn Cleverly, Deb Nowatzki 

Reader:  

DiAnn Brown 

Jan Galbraith 

Geri Magnuson 

Ryan Dixon# 

Scott Berger  

Greg Stultz 

Greg & Kathy 

Katainen 

Paul  

Lerum 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE WORSHIP & MUSIC 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED!   

We are looking for additional people who are willing to assist during our Sunday  

services as communion assistants, liturgists, ushers, streaming techs, or serve on  

altar guild. Due to attrition, we could use a few more helpers in all areas liturgist. 

Most of these positions are not hard to do (training is available), and are a great way 

for newer members to become involved and meet their fellow congregants. It would be 

wonderful if we had enough people that everyone would only need to be scheduled 

once a month. If you feel called to serve in this capacity or would like additional in-

formation, please contact the Worship and Music ministry team chair, DiAnn Brown - 

browndiann@outlook.com 

† Choir Rehearsal 9:00 am 
† King’s Men Rehearsal 11:30 am 
† Handbell Rehearsal Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 
† Praise Band Wednesdays at 5:00 pm 

A RE  YOU  HIDING  MUSICAL  TALENTS?   

Our vocal choirs could use more singers,  

and our handbell choir could use more ringers.  

Or, perhaps you play an instrument  

and would like to play it during worship?  

If any of this strikes a chord (splendid!) 

with you (pun definitely intended),  

please ask our Music Director,  

Michelle Hanson, to find out more! 
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FAMILY MINISTRY & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

There is still a need for…. 
 

It takes a village to raise up our children in God's faith. We need Sunday School volunteers who have a 

passion to teach God's word. Or maybe you just want to be an assistant to help satisfy our two deep  

policies. Or are you more of a behind the scenes type? Whatever your gifts are, we have a way to serve 

our team. Contact Heather at (208)522-9301 or youth@firstlc.com for more information.  

 

The Adult Forum meets at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. We will offer lessons that coordinate with the Sun-

day school lessons and the worship service lectionary. We will use the video series That the World May Know 

when the series covers the lesson. The video series is led by biblical scholar Ray Vander Laan. The lessons are 

scriptural, archeological, historical, and geographical tours of the Holy Lands. You will get to see the actual 

sites where the events happened. Bring your popcorn - and a friend! 

AUGUST  
30th: Rally Day  
(Wanted by God! Sunday School "Round Up!") 
 
SEPTEMBER 
6th: Story of Joseph 
13th:Baby Moses 
20th: Moses Burning Bush 
27th: Moses 10 Plagues 
 
OCTOBER 
4th: Passover 
11th: Crossing the Red Sea 
18th: Quails and Manna 
25th: The 10 Commandments 

NOVEMBER 
1st: The Golden Calf 
8th: The Ark of the Covenant and Its Tabernacle 
15th: The 10 Spies 
22nd: Fiery Serpents 
 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
NOVEMBER 
29th: Pageant Prep Party/ Rehearsals Begin. 
 
DECEMBER 
6th: Pageant Rehearsal #2 
13th: Pageant Rehearsal #3 
20th: PAGEANT 
27th: CHRISTMAS BREAK NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

FELC SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

September - December 2026 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES RETURN! 

Confirmation classes are starting  

September 13th from 5:30-7:30 pm. They will be 

held every other Sunday evening. The first class is 

a parent orientation for both parents and students 

to attend. Confirmation is open to all students 6th 

grade and above. 

Our Fireworks Fundraiser raised $5720! 

Volunteer hours designated funding: 

 

715.00 Missions -  

Specifically African Children’s Choir 

288.00 Worship & Music 

357.00 Christian Education 

4,360.00 Family Ministry 
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BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY LADIES' BIBLE STUDY RESUMES 

 

Ladies! Join us on Wednesday, September 9, from 2:00 - 3:00 pm, in 

the library, as we resume our Story Through the Bible adventure. Our 

theme for this year will be Fire and Water. Each story will include 

fire, water, or both. As usual, no books will be required other than 

your Bible. If you forget yours, we have some available for your use. 

Each session is self-contained, so you may begin many time without 

worrying about being behind. Bring a friend! 

Questions? Contact Carole (caroleplwm982@gmail.com)  

or Marda (Marda@silverstar.com). 

Gathering in Grace Ladies Bible Study  
 

The Happy Stitchers' Women's Bible Study is changing 
its name to better reflect who we are. Over one-third of 
the members are not a part of Happy Stitchers, and we 

want to make it clear that we are open to all women. We 
are women who gather together to study God's Word. In 
the process we see God at work in our lives. It is a relaxed 
group that enjoys each other's company. We often laugh 
together and are also willing to dig into hard parts of our 

lives. It is a group where friendship and fellowship are  
valued greatly and we love each other. Ladies, if that  

interests you, we would love to have you join us. We are 
currently reading the gospels in parallel; we are up to the 

Thursday before the Cross and will finish the gospels 
about Christmas. After that we will continue on by  

reading the New Testament in chronological order. You 
are welcome to jump in at any time. We will share our  

current books with the gospels in parallel, after that we 
will be using our own Bibles, so there is no book to  

purchase. There is no homework. We read and discuss. 
We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each month 
from 12:00-1:30 in the library. If you would like more  

Information, please contact Linda Lerum. 

Community Bible Study Groups 
Starting in September: 2026-2027  

 
Idaho Falls Community Bible Study –  
7:00 - 8:45 pm, Calvary Baptist Church,  
co-ed class, see idahofallseve.cbsclass.org  
to register or for more information. 

 
Bible Study Fellowship: 
Study of the book of Romans –  
women’s group meets 6:30 pm at Christ 
Community Church, women’s group with 
children meets 9:30 am at Calvary Baptist 
Church, also online groups available, 
see bsfinternational.org 

Thursday Men’s Bible Study Resumes 

 

9am on Thursdays following Labor Day, come join us in the library  

for Men’s Bible Study, and stay for  Kaffeeklatsch! 

 

9 Volume 125, No. 9 September 2026 

HAPPY STITCHERS 

The Happy Stitchers entered a quilt in the Eastern Idaho State Fair! On your trip to the Fair, check it out! 
The quilt celebrates America’s 250th Anniversary! 

In August, the Happy Stitchers sent 6 textured/tactile quilts to  
Homestead Memory Care and 40 quilts to EIRMC for patients and 
for their nursery. 

The Happy Stitchers are preparing 

many quilts to distribute in the Fall  
after the blessing of the quilts on  

Sunday, September 27th. The church 
sanctuary will be filled with colorful 

quilts, and you can see what we have 
been busy working on! You will see 
quilts for children in foster care, quilts 

for patients at EIRMC, patriotic quilts 
for veterans, and quilts for first  

responder recovery rooms where first 
responders may rest after difficult calls. 

 

We are wrapping the world in God’s love, one quilt at a time! 

 

 

A special thanks to all the saints that helped with the Priscilla Rainey’s funeral luncheon 

held in the Fellowship Hall. You are all so wonderful by helping in the kitchen, setting up 

and decorating tables, plus supplying delicious dishes! The gathering for the family could 

not happen without your help. God's blessing to you all and with special thanks!  
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How Can We Pray For You?  

If you have a prayer request, please fill out a purple prayer request card and drop it in the offering plate or you can email 

office@firstlc.com. All requests remain confidential - only with permission are individual names placed on the written 

prayer list below. 

Prayers for those who are ill, recovering, or going through a difficult time:  
 Donna Amundson; Tom Amundson; Charlotte Benson; Dean Benson; Kevin Call; Bailey Chamberlain; 

Carol Clark; Tracy Coburn; Devyn, Corden & Elias Cox; Wendy Cudmore; Dayna Dabauras; Laura Dean; 
Joan Douglas; Josephine Fife; Sharon Gilbert; Jo & Al Glissendorf; Diane Hackman; Steve Hammond; 
Grayson Hansen; Josie Holtz; Cathy Homberg; Ann Hurley; Lexi Jensen; Vickie John; Mary Krippner; Pat 
Lance; Austin Leger; Allan Magnuson; Mike Martin; Adara McClure; Bob McGee; Tim Metcalf; Vicky 
Mickelson; Cal Miller; Wendy Morgan; Bob Neff; Josh Neis; Don Newman; Heidi Packer; Mary Pilking-
ton; Mark Pischer; Patricia Richardson; Camille Ronnebaum; Julie Sagnimeni; Laura Schoonmaker; Betty 
Smith; Jason & Kelly Smith; Joyce Stultz; Julie Sundberg; Kathy Tauscher; Deborah Vavra; Linn Watson; 
Chris Weaver; Joyce White; Daniel & Sarah Young 
 

Our Christian Sympathies to: 

 Friends and family of Paul Bayless, whose father passed away on August 18th. 

 Friends and family of Priscilla Rainey, who passed away on August 16th. 

 Friends and family of Anne Mitchell upon the death of her husband, Dick Mitchell, on August 12th. 

 

 

Continuing Education Opportunity: Ministering to Those 
Experiencing Grief 

Grief touches every life, yet many of us struggle to know how to help those who 
are hurting. Join us on Thursday, September 17, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for 
a Stephen Ministry Continuing Education event, open to the entire congregation, 
on "Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief." 

Drawing from Stephen Ministry training materials (T-12), this session will briefly 
explore the commonly known "stages of grief" while focusing primarily on practi-
cal, biblical ways to care for and support people who are grieving. Participants will 

learn helpful approaches that communicate Christ's love and compassion, as well as common pitfalls that can 
unintentionally make a grieving person's journey more difficult. 

The class will be led by Pastor Mike Knauff, who has served as an ordained Lutheran pastor since 1989 and 
has been involved in Stephen Ministry as both a Stephen Minister and Stephen Ministry Leader since 1998. 

Whether you are currently walking alongside someone in grief, have experienced loss yourself, or simply want 
to be better equipped to care for others, this session will offer valuable insights grounded in Scripture and 
Christian compassion. In order to prepare enough materials a sign-up sheet is located at the Welcome Window. 
All are welcome - members, friends, family - anyone who is interested in learning how to be Christ's caring 
presence for those who are grieving. 
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MISSIONS 

 

You kids supplied Meals for many seniors in August. This also gives these individuals a visit, which sometimes is just as  

important! September Penny Power will be given to the Lutheran World Relief Gifts program. Be thinking about what animals you 

want to purchase for families in places where this will give them food and the ability to earn money. Pigs, goats, chickens? 

 

Thank you from Christa Trinchera to Penny Power kids: Your generous gift will be used to purchase PEMF (Pulsed Electromagnetic 

Field) and Halo therapy equipment to support recovery for working dogs (K9's) exposed to repeated stress as they are called on to 

help policemen or firefighters in sometimes dangerous and difficult situations. 

Comfort Dogs Bring Hope to Twin Falls 

Rahab Comfort Dog, from St. Andrews in 
Stockton, CA, the dog we help support through 

Penny Power, and Zacchaeus Comfort Dog 
from Redeemer in Fort Collins, CO, traveled 
more than nine hours to Twin Falls after the 
tragedy. At the shooting site, in the city park, 

and at the candlelight vigil, people found  
comfort through a listening ear, a hug, or the 

gentle presence of the dogs. We were reminded 
that showing up matters. Please continue to 
pray for Twin Falls and all those whose lives 

have been forever changed. 

Mission Support for The Village 
 

SCORE! The Village was in need of sports and basketball shorts for 

their foster kids' store. Walmart had a sale at just the right time, so 

Missions was able to purchase 15 pairs of shorts! 

 

We were also asked to help provide facial soap and hairbrushes. Each 

year, Missions donates needed supplies to The Village's store, helping 

foster children get the items they need. We're grateful for the oppor-

tunity to support The Village and the foster kids they serve! 

Kids Making A Difference! 
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Our 2027 Stewardship Drive is beginning soon. The stewardship mailer will be sent out on  

September 3. We invite you to prayerfully consider your personal stewardship plan for 2027.  

Your commitment of time, talent, and financial resources helps strengthen our congregation and 

supports the ministries and mission of our church. Please complete your stewardship plan and  

return it to the church by September 30. You may mail it to the church or simply place it in the  

Sunday offering plate. Thank you for your continued faithfulness, generosity, and support.  

Together, we look forward to another year of growing in faith and serving God and our community. 

ANNUAL REPORTS & CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

It’s that time of year again! Annual reports from ministry teams will be due to the office no later than  

October 18th. These reports are needed for our yearly congregational report and our upcoming 

congregational meeting on Sunday, November 8th. Please submit your reports to the office in  

person or send to office@firstlc.com. Please plan to be in attendance at the congregational meeting. 

NOTABLE... 
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2026 SUMMER FELC DREAM TEAM DELI SUMMARY 

Over four “Dream Team Deli” sessions in July 2026, congregation members gathered to reflect on our church's strengths, op-

portunities, and future. Through discussion, surveys, and prayerful conversation, a remarkably consistent picture emerged. The 

following is what we heard… 
 

FELC'S GREATEST STRENGTHS 

Biblical, Christ-Centered Worship 

Strong preaching and teaching, Weekly communion, Excellent music ministry, Meaningful Lutheran participatory  

worship 

Strong Relationships and Caring Community 

After church fellowship coffee hour, Stephen Ministry, Happy Stitchers, Bible studies (Tues.  or Wed. Women’s, Men’s  

Kaffeeklatsch), Gifted/Caring Staff, New member connections 

A Heart for Service 

Penny Power, Missions and Outreach, Community partnerships/Volunteer service ministries (Champ’s Heart, FISH,  

Community Food Basket), Fiscally responsible, Preschool Ministry. 

A Welcoming and Generous Congregation 

Friendly atmosphere, Caring members (Stephen Ministry, Prayer chain, Transportation, Caring staff), Strong volunteer  

culture, Genuine concern for others, Fiscally responsible. 
 

EVIDENCE OF GOD'S BLESSING: Participants consistently expressed gratitude for the growth and vitality God has provided 

in the past four years. Between 2021 and 2025, God blessed FELC with remarkable growth. Average in-person  

worship attendance increased 97%, (from 71 to 140). Online worship attendance increased 111% (from 45 to 95).  

Total congregational income grew 55% ($304,800 to $472,500). Operating reserves increased 78% ($178,400 to 

$316,700). All while remaining debt free. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES IDENTIFIED: The same themes surfaced repeatedly throughout all four sessions: 
 

1. Reaching the “Middle Generation”: Members expressed a strong desire to continue reaching and connecting to 

adults in the 20-50 age range. This focus includes single adults, couples without children, and especially young 

families. 

2. Evangelism and Community Visibility: The congregation believes more people in Idaho Falls should know who 

FELC is and what God is doing here. 

3. Discipleship and Connection: Participants suggested Bible studies & fellowship opportunities aimed at the “Middle 

Generation,” a centrally-organized women's ministry, mission experiences, and pathways for deeper spiritual 

growth. 

4. Communication and Digital Ministry: Improving our ability to communicate to a “digital generation” (website, social 

media presence, livestream experience) was a recurring theme. 

5. Preparing for Growth: Participants recognized that continued growth will require intentionality in specific areas: 

leadership development, volunteer engagement, communication systems, and ministry organization. 
 

KEY CONCLUSION: When participants were asked what they hope people will say about FELC in five years, responses  

consistently reflected this vision: "A Bible-based, growing, loving church that serves its community well and reflects 

the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus Christ." The Dream Team process revealed that FELC is not searching for its  

identity. We know who we are and what God wants us to be (see the bold vision above). It also revealed a congrega-

tion that is not merely surviving but thriving. God has blessed FELC with growth, new opportunities, strong leadership, 

and a renewed sense of purpose. The work before us is not to preserve what has been, but to faithfully steward these 

current and new blessings so that even more people may experience the inspiring, freeing, saving, love of Christ 

through the ministry of this congregation. 

 

"To God be the glory for the great things He has done." (Psalm 115:1) 
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How Can We Pray For You?  

If you have a prayer request, please fill out a purple prayer request card and drop it in the offering plate or you can email 

office@firstlc.com. All requests remain confidential - only with permission are individual names placed on the written 

prayer list below. 

Prayers for those who are ill, recovering, or going through a difficult time:  
 Donna Amundson; Tom Amundson; Charlotte Benson; Dean Benson; Kevin Call; Bailey Chamberlain; 

Carol Clark; Tracy Coburn; Devyn, Corden & Elias Cox; Wendy Cudmore; Dayna Dabauras; Laura Dean; 
Joan Douglas; Josephine Fife; Sharon Gilbert; Jo & Al Glissendorf; Diane Hackman; Steve Hammond; 
Grayson Hansen; Josie Holtz; Cathy Homberg; Ann Hurley; Lexi Jensen; Vickie John; Mary Krippner; Pat 
Lance; Austin Leger; Allan Magnuson; Mike Martin; Adara McClure; Bob McGee; Tim Metcalf; Vicky 
Mickelson; Cal Miller; Wendy Morgan; Bob Neff; Josh Neis; Don Newman; Heidi Packer; Mary Pilking-
ton; Mark Pischer; Patricia Richardson; Camille Ronnebaum; Julie Sagnimeni; Laura Schoonmaker; Betty 
Smith; Jason & Kelly Smith; Joyce Stultz; Julie Sundberg; Kathy Tauscher; Deborah Vavra; Linn Watson; 
Chris Weaver; Joyce White; Daniel & Sarah Young 
 

Our Christian Sympathies to: 

 Friends and family of Paul Bayless, whose father passed away on August 18th. 

 Friends and family of Priscilla Rainey, who passed away on August 16th. 

 Friends and family of Anne Mitchell upon the death of her husband, Dick Mitchell, on August 12th. 

 

 

Continuing Education Opportunity: Ministering to Those 
Experiencing Grief 

Grief touches every life, yet many of us struggle to know how to help those who 
are hurting. Join us on Thursday, September 17, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for 
a Stephen Ministry Continuing Education event, open to the entire congregation, 
on "Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief." 

Drawing from Stephen Ministry training materials (T-12), this session will briefly 
explore the commonly known "stages of grief" while focusing primarily on practi-
cal, biblical ways to care for and support people who are grieving. Participants will 

learn helpful approaches that communicate Christ's love and compassion, as well as common pitfalls that can 
unintentionally make a grieving person's journey more difficult. 

The class will be led by Pastor Mike Knauff, who has served as an ordained Lutheran pastor since 1989 and 
has been involved in Stephen Ministry as both a Stephen Minister and Stephen Ministry Leader since 1998. 

Whether you are currently walking alongside someone in grief, have experienced loss yourself, or simply want 
to be better equipped to care for others, this session will offer valuable insights grounded in Scripture and 
Christian compassion. In order to prepare enough materials a sign-up sheet is located at the Welcome Window. 
All are welcome - members, friends, family - anyone who is interested in learning how to be Christ's caring 
presence for those who are grieving. 
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MISSIONS 

 

You kids supplied Meals for many seniors in August. This also gives these individuals a visit, which sometimes is just as  

important! September Penny Power will be given to the Lutheran World Relief Gifts program. Be thinking about what animals you 

want to purchase for families in places where this will give them food and the ability to earn money. Pigs, goats, chickens? 

 

Thank you from Christa Trinchera to Penny Power kids: Your generous gift will be used to purchase PEMF (Pulsed Electromagnetic 

Field) and Halo therapy equipment to support recovery for working dogs (K9's) exposed to repeated stress as they are called on to 

help policemen or firefighters in sometimes dangerous and difficult situations. 

Comfort Dogs Bring Hope to Twin Falls 

Rahab Comfort Dog, from St. Andrews in 
Stockton, CA, the dog we help support through 

Penny Power, and Zacchaeus Comfort Dog 
from Redeemer in Fort Collins, CO, traveled 
more than nine hours to Twin Falls after the 
tragedy. At the shooting site, in the city park, 

and at the candlelight vigil, people found  
comfort through a listening ear, a hug, or the 

gentle presence of the dogs. We were reminded 
that showing up matters. Please continue to 
pray for Twin Falls and all those whose lives 

have been forever changed. 

Mission Support for The Village 
 

SCORE! The Village was in need of sports and basketball shorts for 

their foster kids' store. Walmart had a sale at just the right time, so 

Missions was able to purchase 15 pairs of shorts! 

 

We were also asked to help provide facial soap and hairbrushes. Each 

year, Missions donates needed supplies to The Village's store, helping 

foster children get the items they need. We're grateful for the oppor-

tunity to support The Village and the foster kids they serve! 

Kids Making A Difference! 
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BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY LADIES' BIBLE STUDY RESUMES 

 

Ladies! Join us on Wednesday, September 9, from 2:00 - 3:00 pm, in 

the library, as we resume our Story Through the Bible adventure. Our 

theme for this year will be Fire and Water. Each story will include 

fire, water, or both. As usual, no books will be required other than 

your Bible. If you forget yours, we have some available for your use. 

Each session is self-contained, so you may begin many time without 

worrying about being behind. Bring a friend! 

Questions? Contact Carole (caroleplwm982@gmail.com)  

or Marda (Marda@silverstar.com). 

Gathering in Grace Ladies Bible Study  
 

The Happy Stitchers' Women's Bible Study is changing 
its name to better reflect who we are. Over one-third of 
the members are not a part of Happy Stitchers, and we 

want to make it clear that we are open to all women. We 
are women who gather together to study God's Word. In 
the process we see God at work in our lives. It is a relaxed 
group that enjoys each other's company. We often laugh 
together and are also willing to dig into hard parts of our 

lives. It is a group where friendship and fellowship are  
valued greatly and we love each other. Ladies, if that  

interests you, we would love to have you join us. We are 
currently reading the gospels in parallel; we are up to the 

Thursday before the Cross and will finish the gospels 
about Christmas. After that we will continue on by  

reading the New Testament in chronological order. You 
are welcome to jump in at any time. We will share our  

current books with the gospels in parallel, after that we 
will be using our own Bibles, so there is no book to  

purchase. There is no homework. We read and discuss. 
We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each month 
from 12:00-1:30 in the library. If you would like more  

Information, please contact Linda Lerum. 

Community Bible Study Groups 
Starting in September: 2026-2027  

 
Idaho Falls Community Bible Study –  
7:00 - 8:45 pm, Calvary Baptist Church,  
co-ed class, see idahofallseve.cbsclass.org  
to register or for more information. 

 
Bible Study Fellowship: 
Study of the book of Romans –  
women’s group meets 6:30 pm at Christ 
Community Church, women’s group with 
children meets 9:30 am at Calvary Baptist 
Church, also online groups available, 
see bsfinternational.org 

Thursday Men’s Bible Study Resumes 

 

9am on Thursdays following Labor Day, come join us in the library  

for Men’s Bible Study, and stay for  Kaffeeklatsch! 
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HAPPY STITCHERS 

The Happy Stitchers entered a quilt in the Eastern Idaho State Fair! On your trip to the Fair, check it out! 
The quilt celebrates America’s 250th Anniversary! 

In August, the Happy Stitchers sent 6 textured/tactile quilts to  
Homestead Memory Care and 40 quilts to EIRMC for patients and 
for their nursery. 

The Happy Stitchers are preparing 

many quilts to distribute in the Fall  
after the blessing of the quilts on  

Sunday, September 27th. The church 
sanctuary will be filled with colorful 

quilts, and you can see what we have 
been busy working on! You will see 
quilts for children in foster care, quilts 

for patients at EIRMC, patriotic quilts 
for veterans, and quilts for first  

responder recovery rooms where first 
responders may rest after difficult calls. 

 

We are wrapping the world in God’s love, one quilt at a time! 

 

 

A special thanks to all the saints that helped with the Priscilla Rainey’s funeral luncheon 

held in the Fellowship Hall. You are all so wonderful by helping in the kitchen, setting up 

and decorating tables, plus supplying delicious dishes! The gathering for the family could 

not happen without your help. God's blessing to you all and with special thanks!  
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Date 

COMMUNION  

ASSISTANTS 

# = Gluten-free server 

LITURGISTS/

READERS 
GREETERS 

USHERS 

# = Coordinator 
COUNTERS STREAMING ALTAR GUILD 

Sept 

6 

Diane Sheldon# Debra Hogg, 

Carole Mason, Cheryl  

Swenson, Deb Nowatzki 

Liturgist:  

Sheryl Schaffer 

Michelle Cleverly 

Mary Pilkington 

Dave Sheldon# 

Lisa Swenson 

Scott Berger 

Lisa Swenson 

Paul Bayless 

Paul  

Bayless 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

Sept 

13 

Natalie Meyer# Debra Holst, 

Ginny Conricode, Beth  

Nicholas, Bev Thomas 

Liturgist:  

Deb Nowatzki 

Anne Mitchell 

Sheryl Schaffer 

Jim Sahr# 

Phil Forbord 

Paul Worth 

Phil & Tessa 

Forbord 

Paul  

Lerum 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

Sept 

20 

Linda Lerum# Cheryl  

Swenson, Kim Bermensolo 

Debra Hogg, Diane Sheldon 

Liturgist:  

Steve Galbraith 

Mary Hanek 

Beth Nicholas 

Richard Magnuson# 

Geri Magnuson 

Tom Pilkington 

Debra Holst   

Beth Nicholas 

Paul  

Bayless 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

Sept 

27 

Diane Sheldon# Bev Thomas 

DiAnn Brown, Carole Mason, 

Shawn Cleverly, Deb Nowatzki 

Reader:  

DiAnn Brown 

Jan Galbraith 

Geri Magnuson 

Ryan Dixon# 

Scott Berger  

Greg Stultz 

Greg & Kathy 

Katainen 

Paul  

Lerum 

Cathi Bean 

Diana Murphy 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE WORSHIP & MUSIC 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED!   

We are looking for additional people who are willing to assist during our Sunday  

services as communion assistants, liturgists, ushers, streaming techs, or serve on  

altar guild. Due to attrition, we could use a few more helpers in all areas liturgist. 

Most of these positions are not hard to do (training is available), and are a great way 

for newer members to become involved and meet their fellow congregants. It would be 

wonderful if we had enough people that everyone would only need to be scheduled 

once a month. If you feel called to serve in this capacity or would like additional in-

formation, please contact the Worship and Music ministry team chair, DiAnn Brown - 

browndiann@outlook.com 

† Choir Rehearsal 9:00 am 
† King’s Men Rehearsal 11:30 am 
† Handbell Rehearsal Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 
† Praise Band Wednesdays at 5:00 pm 

A RE  YOU  HIDING  MUSICAL  TALENTS?   

Our vocal choirs could use more singers,  

and our handbell choir could use more ringers.  

Or, perhaps you play an instrument  

and would like to play it during worship?  

If any of this strikes a chord (splendid!) 

with you (pun definitely intended),  

please ask our Music Director,  

Michelle Hanson, to find out more! 
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FAMILY MINISTRY & SUNDAY SCHOOL 

There is still a need for…. 
 

It takes a village to raise up our children in God's faith. We need Sunday School volunteers who have a 

passion to teach God's word. Or maybe you just want to be an assistant to help satisfy our two deep  

policies. Or are you more of a behind the scenes type? Whatever your gifts are, we have a way to serve 

our team. Contact Heather at (208)522-9301 or youth@firstlc.com for more information.  

 

The Adult Forum meets at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. We will offer lessons that coordinate with the Sun-

day school lessons and the worship service lectionary. We will use the video series That the World May Know 

when the series covers the lesson. The video series is led by biblical scholar Ray Vander Laan. The lessons are 

scriptural, archeological, historical, and geographical tours of the Holy Lands. You will get to see the actual 

sites where the events happened. Bring your popcorn - and a friend! 

AUGUST  
30th: Rally Day  
(Wanted by God! Sunday School "Round Up!") 
 
SEPTEMBER 
6th: Story of Joseph 
13th:Baby Moses 
20th: Moses Burning Bush 
27th: Moses 10 Plagues 
 
OCTOBER 
4th: Passover 
11th: Crossing the Red Sea 
18th: Quails and Manna 
25th: The 10 Commandments 

NOVEMBER 
1st: The Golden Calf 
8th: The Ark of the Covenant and Its Tabernacle 
15th: The 10 Spies 
22nd: Fiery Serpents 
 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
NOVEMBER 
29th: Pageant Prep Party/ Rehearsals Begin. 
 
DECEMBER 
6th: Pageant Rehearsal #2 
13th: Pageant Rehearsal #3 
20th: PAGEANT 
27th: CHRISTMAS BREAK NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

FELC SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

September - December 2026 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES RETURN! 

Confirmation classes are starting  

September 13th from 5:30-7:30 pm. They will be 

held every other Sunday evening. The first class is 

a parent orientation for both parents and students 

to attend. Confirmation is open to all students 6th 

grade and above. 

Our Fireworks Fundraiser raised $5720! 

Volunteer hours designated funding: 

 

715.00 Missions -  

Specifically African Children’s Choir 

288.00 Worship & Music 

357.00 Christian Education 

4,360.00 Family Ministry 
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Sometimes Satan Wins By Encouraging 

Sometimes Satan wins by doing the little things, 
A church that was once a lighthouse for storm-tossed lives 

Is not snuffed out by one big gust of wind 
Nor by a once-in-a-generation storm. 

A church’s light goes out simply by Satan “encouraging” those manning the lighthouse. 
Encouraging workers to think it’s too much work 

Encouraging workers to believe others do the work better than they can 
Encouraging workers to think they’ll easily balance all the other priorities 

Until the lighthouse becomes the least priority 
Encouraging workers to fixate on stumbling blocks instead of the bigger purpose 

Encouraging workers to say, “I’m saved and safe” and that’s all that matters 
Encouraging workers to see how their gifts don’t fit: 

Too old, too young, too liberal, too conservative, too outspoken, too shy 
Encouraging workers to value their ease over other’s needs 

To value their needs over God’s call 
A little of Satan’s “encouragement” goes a long way 

Sometimes a little encouragement the wrong way 
Is all it takes for Satan to snuff out a church’s light. 

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Christ 
Centered on Christ… we don’t need nor heed Satan’s encouragement 

For we have the power of God’s Holy Spirit 
Saved by Christ’s Grace we don’t heed Satan’s encouragement to see we don’t fit in  

For we know we are all important parts of the body of Christ 
Loved by Christ, we can ignore Satan’s encouragement to fixate on our ease 

We have the love of Christ Jesus overflowing inside us to those beside us 
Faith, Hope, and Love in Christ makes us immune to Satan’s little “words of encouragement.” 

Let’s pray that is an immunity our little lighthouse of a church 
Can pass on to the storm-tossed world around us. 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

COMING SOON! OUR INQUIRER’S CLASS  
 

Pastor Mike will be holding a six week new member class this fall, beginning in October. We will meet in the church library. If you are interested in 

finding out more about what a “Lutheran Christian” is, this is your chance. You don’t need to commit to joining to be part of the study and questions 

are highly encouraged. Those who are considering becoming part of our FELC church family need to attend at least four of the six classes. This class is 

designed to cover the history and inner workings of FELC, as well as some of the basic foundational parts of Christianity: 
 

 What’s so amazing about Grace?  

 What is the authority of ancient scripture in a modern day world?  

 What’s so important about baptism and communion?  

 

Contact Pastor Mike or the church office if you’re interested in attending.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  9:00am  Happy Stitchers 
12:00pm Gathering in  
Grace Ladies’ Bible Study 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Financial Peace  
University 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
 

7:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 Team Meeting  

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship  
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 
12:00pm ERT and Shofar Meeting 
 

Labor Day 
Office Closed 

 
 

9:00am Happy Stitchers 
10:00am Nominating  
Committee Meeting 
12:00pm C&C Meeting 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Financial Peace  
University 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

Preschool Orientation 
9:00am Men’s Bible Study 
10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
5:00pm Finance Team  
Meeting 

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship  
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 

10:00am Staff 
Meeting  
7:00pm Worship 
& Music Team  
Meeting  

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am  Happy Stitchers 
12:00pm Gathering in  
Grace Ladies’ Bible Study 
1:00pm Preschool 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
1:00pm Preschool 
2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am Men’s Bible Study 
10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
1:00pm Preschool 
7:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 Team Meeting 
 
 

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship  
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 

10:00am Staff 
Meeting  
7:00pm Council 
Meeting  

9:00am Happy Stitchers 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 
 
 

9:00am Preschool 
1:00pm Preschool 
2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am Men’s Bible Study 
10:00am Kaffeeklatsch 
1:00pm Preschool 

10:00am-4:00pm  
Friends in Stitches  

9:00am Men’s 
Breakfast 

27 28 29 30    

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am Worship   
and Blessing of Quilts 
11:30am Fellowship Hour 
11:30am King’s Men Rehearsal 

10:00am Staff 
Meeting  

9:00am Preschool 
9:00am  Happy Stitchers 
12:00pm Gathering in  
Grace Ladies’ Bible Study 
1:00pm Preschool 
6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 

#930 
6:30pm Handbell Rehearsal 

9:00am Preschool 
1:00pm Preschool 
2:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study 
5:00pm Praise Band  
Rehearsal 
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 I remember a cute devotion I heard over Christian radio about a lighthouse. During a naval 

training exercise riddled with poor weather conditions and heavy fog, a battleship's lookout reported 

to the captain: "Steady light, bearing on the port bow, Sir." The admiral called out, "Signal that ship!  

“We are on a collision course! Advise you to change course 20 degrees.”" A return signal was quickly  

received, "Advisable for you to change your course 20 degrees." The assertive admiral, growing  

impatient, called out to the signalman, "Signal: I am a Navy admiral! Change your course 20 degrees 

now." Seconds later the signal was returned, "I'm a seaman second class. You had better change your 

course 20 degrees." The admiral, now furious, shouted out, "Send: I am a battleship. Change course 

20 degrees immediately." A final signal was returned, "I am a lighthouse." ...The admiral changed his 

course.   

The speaker went on to say how important it is on our life’s journey amidst storm-tossed seas 

to take life direction from something “rock solid” that doesn’t get tossed to and fro. That is why we 

need to regularly reach out to God, our rock and redeemer and… lighthouse. God grants us ample op-

portunities to orient ourselves as we sail through life by communicating with him. God communicates 

to us through his Word, prayerful conversations, and meaningful worship.  

 I like to think that churches that encourage this strong communication between believers and 

God through Bible study, prayer, and worship are like little lighthouses.  There are ways to avoid  

becoming a prideful yet disoriented admiral in life’s journey; one of those is to know where the light-

houses are.  FELC’s fall schedule is starting up, and with that is a wealth of opportunities to appropri-

ately affirm or change your life’s course.  There will be many opportunities to help you on the right 

course in life by checking in with God through worship, Bible study, and prayer. I encourage you to 

take advantage of the faith-light FELC readily shares each week.  Whether its serving on a worship 

team (usher, altar guild, adult choir, bell choir, praise band, A/V team), or participating in a Bible 

study (Adult Forum, Sunday School, Men’s Group, Women’s Group, Youth Group) or simply being 

part of our prayer chain ministry, they’re all ways to communicate and connect with God.   

 

You don’t have to go it alone, and you’ve got a guiding light in Christ Jesus and his church.  

Psalm 145:18 - God is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Mike 
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