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*Sunday Mornings 
WC lower level

4: God is good to give Grace
11: God gave Solomon 
Wisdom
18: Solomon built the temple
25: Solomon’s sin divided the 
kingdom

Weds @ 7pm 
in the FLC

7: Bible for Life
14: Bible for Life
21: Bible for Life
28: Trivia Night

4th Thursday 
from 4-5:15 pm
@ Ebenezer

22: Bible Club

Visit lmbc.org/lkc or 
ask to join our 
Facebook group

*We are looking for volunteers who would like to serve in our 
K-3 age range once a month in the first and second services on 
Sundays. If you are interested, please contact the church office 
or Rebekah Shaffer at r.shaffer@lmbc.org.SEPT.2022

4th 4th - 5th

11th

Register at 
lmbc.org/baptism-

sunday

7th

Groups on pg. 19

Also this month:

8th
Widows Luncheon
• 12:30 pm, Renaissance Room

Chat & Chew, with a few silly 
games.

16th
PrimeTime Celebrates Fall
• 6 pm, Home of Steve & 

Leah Adkins

Fried chicken, chicken 
& dumplings, and drinks 
provided. Please bring a 
veggie, salad, or dessert to 
share. Sign up with Vida or 
Blanche, or by calling the 
church office (304-736-7676).

Can’t be here 
in-person?

Join us live Sundays 
at 9 & 10:45 am 

on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

Other calendars:

LKC (kids)
Refuel (teens)
Rooted (Bible)
Ebenezer

pg. 3
pg. 3

pg. 13
pg. 17

2 3

October 16, 19, & 23

Relaunch



What’s the 
Big Deal?

Did you know the Church is a big deal 
to God? On the other hand, American 
Christianity has embraced the “pro-

God” but “anti-church” mentality. Many 
profess to love God, but the Church not 
so much. Most can take it or leave it, and 
regrettably many are leaving the Church 
throughout America. But what does the Bible 
teach? Is there such a thing called “Churchless 
Christianity?” I want to take a few minutes 
and show you what the Bible says about the 
Church. Let me share with you five reasons the 
local Church is a big deal to God.

First, the Church is a big deal to God because 
Jesus died for the Church. In Acts 20 Paul was 
giving his farewell address to the Ephesian 
Elders (vv. 17-36). In v. 28 he said, “Therefore 
take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood.” This 

one verse is jam-packed with great truth 

concerning the local Church. As we break 
it down, keep in mind Paul was talking to 
Elders/Pastors in the city of Ephesus.   

Truth #1: He told these Elders to “take heed to 
yourselves.” – First and foremost, Pastors need 
to pay attention to their own spiritual lives. 

Truth #2: He told these Elders to take heed 
not only to themselves but also “to all the 
flock” – Pastors need to pay attention to the 
spiritual lives of the members of the Church. 
It is essential for the Pastor to keep his hand 
on the pulse of the church to diagnose the 
spiritual needs of the people. 

Truth #3: He told these Elders, “the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers.” – Pastors are 
appointed by the Holy Spirit to oversee a local 
church.

Truth #4: He told these Elders, “to shepherd 
the church of God.” – Pastors are to shepherd 

the sheep in the local Body. Spiritual 
guidance, counsel and leadership are 
extremely important.

Truth #5: He told these Elders that Jesus 
“purchased” the Church “with His own 
blood.” – The Church is a blood bought 
people and blood bought people are a big 
deal to God. 

Furthermore, Paul told the local Church at 
Ephesus, “Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her” (Eph. 5:25). We conclude 
two things: First, Jesus loved the Church 
and second, He gave Himself for the Church. 
Since Jesus loves the Church and since Jesus 
died for the Church, the Church is a big deal 
to God. 

Second, the Church is a big deal to God 
because Jesus is the Head of the Church. 
Paul explained to the Ephesian Church that 

“Christ is head of the Church; and He is the 
Savior of the body.” He further claimed, “the 
Church is subject to Christ” (Eph. 5:22-25). 
The words “subject” or “submission” are very 
unpopular concepts in American Christianity. 
To be “subject to Christ” (ὑποτάσσω hupotassō) 
means to come under rank.  The members 
of the local Church “come under” the rank/
authority of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, Paul 
explained to the Church at Colossae, “He 
(Jesus) is the head of the body, the Church,” 
and since He functions as Head of the 
Church, then He should have “preeminence” 
(first place) in all things (Col. 1:18). Headship, 
rank, and preeminence all describe the 
position of Christ in the Church. The Church 
is a big deal to God because Jesus is the 
Head of the Church.     

Third, the Church is a big deal to God 
because Jesus promised to build His Church. 
In Matthew 16 Jesus asked the disciples, 
“Who do men say I am?” Some said, John 
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the Baptist, others said Elijah or maybe one 
of the prophets. But Jesus was interested in 
what the disciples had to say. Peter boldly 
professed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus was pleased with Peter’s 
response and therefore proclaimed, “on this 
rock I will build My church and the gates of 
Hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:16-
18). Jesus is building His Church. Furthermore, 
the personal pronoun “My church” shows 
ownership. The Church belongs to Jesus, 
and nothing can prevail (κατισχύω katischuō) or 
“overpower” the Church.  The Church is a big 
deal to God because Jesus is still building His 
Church today.

Fourth, the Church is a big deal to God 
because God designed the Church. Contrary 
to postmodernism, the Church is not a man-
made enterprise invented by the ingenuity of 
man. The Apostle Paul claimed the Church is a 
mystery concealed (hidden) in ages past but 
revealed in the New Testament (Eph. 2-3:1-8). 
“Now” BOTH Jew and Gentile make up ONE 
body, the Church. Paul told the Jews and the 
Gentiles, He is “OUR PEACE” and has made 
“BOTH ONE.” He has abolished in His flesh 
the enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, “so as to CREATE 
in Himself ONE new man from TWO, thus 
making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile 
them BOTH to God in ONE BODY through 
the cross” (Eph. 2:14-16). The Gentiles are 
no longer without Christ, or aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, or strangers from the 
Jewish covenant of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world. “But NOW in 
Christ Jesus YOU (Gentiles), who once were 
far off, have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ” (Eph. 2:11-13). Thank God the Jew 
and Gentile are ONE body called the Church. 
You better believe it! The Church is a big deal 
to God. It’s His idea, His creation, and His 
invention.       

And finally, the local Church is a big deal 
to God because He gave gifted leaders to 
the Church. Thank God for gifted Pastors/
Elders/Shepherds who devote their lives to 
the ministry of the Word of God and prayer 
(Acts 6:4). Many well intended people ask, 

“Do churches really need Pastors?” Paul 

left Titus in Crete and commanded him to 
“set in order the things that are lacking and 
appoint (ordain) elders in every city” (Titus 
1:5). “Every city?” Yes! Every city in that area. 
Why? Because every Church needs a Pastor/
Elder/Shepherd. Someone to lead, guide, 
teach and hold them accountable. The writer 
of Hebrews reminded us to “Remember those 
who rule over you, who have spoken the word 
of God to you, whose faith follow, considering 
the outcome of their conduct” (Heb. 13:7). He 
also said in the same chapter, “Obey those 
who rule over you, and be submissive, for they 
watch out for your souls, as those who must 
give account. Let them do so with joy and not 
with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 
you” (Heb. 13:17). A godly Pastor is a gift to 
the local Church (Eph. 4:11) and we need to 
treat him as a gift from God. Paul urged the 
Church at Thessalonica, “to recognize those 
who labor among you, and are over you in the 
Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at 
peace among yourselves” (1 Thess. 5:12-13). 
God wants you to have a good relationship 
with your Pastor. Recognize him and 
esteem him and always be at peace “among 
yourselves.” Do you have a good relationship 
with your Pastor? He is a gift from God to you 
and the local Church. The Church is a big deal 
to God because He gave gifted leaders to the 
Church.  

Is the Church a big deal to God? YES! 
Absolutely! While it may be popular to bash 
the Church on social media, we need to realize 
every mature follower of Jesus will love their 
Church and faithfully support their Church 
family. Why? Because Jesus died for the 
Church. Furthermore, Jesus is the Head of the 
Church. Additionally, Jesus promised to build 
His Church and He’s still building His Church 
today. The Church was created by God (Eph. 
2:15), designed by Jesus, and gifted by the 
Holy Spirit. Biblically speaking, the Church 
is plan A and there is NO plan B.  There’s no 
such thing as a “Churchless Christianity.” In 
closing, how can I make the Church a big deal 
in my life?

First, gather with your local Church on the 
Lord’s Day (Heb. 10:25). When the doors are 

open make sure you’re present. Let Church 
be your excuse to miss everything else. Why? 
Because Church is a big deal to God.  
 
Second, use your spiritual gift to build up the 
local body (1 Cor. 12:12, 13, 14, 18-26; Eph. 4:11-
16) because when “every part does its share, 
it causes growth of the body for edifying of 
itself in love” (Eph. 4:16). Don’t be a spectator! 
Serve! Think about it! We get to serve as co-
laborers with God (1 Cor. 3:9). Side by side 
with Jesus. And building His Church is going 
to outlast everything else I do. Hey friend, 
that’s a pretty BIG deal. 

Third, when you enter the building on Sunday 
morning look for one person of value and 
encourage him/her (Heb. 10:24-25). Crucify 
self and focus on others. Don’t just gather in 
a “holy huddle” and talk to all your friends. 
Focus on guests. GIVE your attention, GIVE 
your encouragement, GIVE your love, GIVE 
your value, GIVE your kindness, GIVE your 
cheer, GIVE compassion, GIVE sympathy, and 
GIVE assistance. Give and give some more. 
Demonstrate the Church is a big deal in your 
life because the Church is big deal with God. 

Finally, you need to be active in body life. 
Mutual care for other believers in the local 

Church is a big deal with God. Pull your 
head out of the sand and look for the needs 
of others. Open your eyes and see. Paul 
reminded the Corinthian Church, “Members 
should have the same care for one another.    
26 And if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all 
the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are 
the body of Christ and members individually” 
(1 Cor. 12:25-27). Ask God to help you to 
“weep with those who weep” and to “rejoice 
with those who rejoice” (Rom. 12:15). Why? 
Because caring for people in the local Church 
is a BIG deal with God. Make Christ and His 
Church a big deal in your life. I promise you 
won’t regret it. Better yet, God promises you 
won’t regret it.    

by Tim Yates

Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who 
oversees the Life Groups at Lewis 
Memorial. Tim and his wife Myra grew up 
locally and graduated from Barboursville 
High School. Both Tim and Myra are 
multiplying small group leaders and 
thoroughly enjoy their role as trainers and 
equippers for the glory of God. They have a 
passion for making disciples and mentoring 
small group apprentices.



Collections for Operation Christmas Child 
are now in full swing! Thank you for all of 
the donations during the month of August.  
The response has been overwhelming!

During the months of September and 
October, we will be collecting toys and 
hygiene items. The list is on the pg. 9 (to the 
right).

The collection bins are located at the main 
entrances of the church. If you prefer to 
order and have the items shipped to the 
church, that is an option as well. The mailing 
address is:

Lewis Memorial Baptist Church
ATTN:  Terri Thompson-OCC
5385 W Pea Ridge Road
Huntington, WV 25705

Don’t forget to join the LMBC Operation 
Christmas Child Facebook page if you would 
like to stay up to date on upcoming OCC 
activities and information, including packing 
parties and other volunteer opportunities.
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ONE CHILD AT A TIME
Each shoebox is a Gospel opportunity that 

can be used by God to change a child’s life 

for eternity—and change the course of many 

other lives as well.

The shoebox that 8-year-old Génesis was 

given in her native Ecuador was the first 

gift she had ever received. But as delighted 

as she was with her new doll and other fun 

toys, Génesis was even happier to learn 

how much God loved her and readily gave 

her life to Jesus. She then shared the Good 

News with her parents.

“At my home, we talked about God, and 

Jesus saved my mom who was sick with 

COVID,” she said. “I asked God for her 

healing and her salvation, and both of 

my parents were saved.”

Génesis, 8 years old

Shop online and have the items delivered 
directly to the church by using this QR 

code to go directly to the LMBC Operation 
Christmas Child Wish list.

Questions?
For additional information 

or other ways to help, 
contact Terri Thompson, 

our New OCC Coordinator.

terri.hager@aol.com
304-360-0849

COLLECTION ITEMS:

September: Toys/Wow gifts 
Hot Wheels/Matchbox cars, jump ropes, 
dolls/Barbies/action figures, coloring books, 
marbles, jacks, yo-yo-s, bouncy balls, tennis 
balls, stuffed animals, flashlights (with 
batteries), small puzzles, 
small books, games (cards, dominoes, dice, 
etc.), other small, fun items (no army figures 
please)

October: Hygiene Items 
Washcloths, hairbrushes, combs, 
toothbrushes, hair accessories (headbands, 
scrunchies, etc.), hats, toboggans, gloves, 
socks, flip-flops, soap (bars only-no liquids)
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The Prophecy of Anna
37 She had lived as a widow since then for 
eighty-four years. She never left the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38 At that moment, she came up to them 
and began to give thanks to God and to speak 
about the child to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.
 
Wow! How can one small passage pack such 
an amazing message? From the obvious to 
the somewhat obscure, this familiar passage 
jumped off the page as though I had never read 
it before.
 

HELPFUL BACKGROUND DETAILS
Anna was a prophetess (verse 36), which means 
she was a woman who proclaimed God’s WORD 
– speaking everything God gave her to speak – 
and boy, did He give her a lot to speak on this 

day.

As verse 36 tells us, Anna was the “daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher“, meaning she 
was a descendant of Jacob, the father of Judah, 
the tribe from which Jesus, “The Lion of Judah”, 
descended.

When verse 38 says, “At that moment”, it is 
referring to the time Mary and Joseph had come 
to the Temple to present Jesus to the LORD, 
see verses 21-35; setting Him apart to the LORD 
was fulfilling the law’s requirement for every 
firstborn male.

ANNA
Anna spent her life at the Temple. She 
worshiped God through fasting and praying 
both night and day. Clearly, she was devoted to 
God. As God would have it, my Pastor recently 
preached on ‘worship’ in his series on “The 7 
Habits of Deeply Spiritual People”. The first, 

and what I believe he called the core habit, 
is “worship”. He shared several definitions of 
worship, including:
• “giving or showing someone their worth”
• “the outpouring of a soul because we’re at 

rest with God”
• “the occupation of the heart with God 

Himself”
• and “a conscious passion for glorifying 

God in everything because He alone is 
deserving”

After sharing these definitions, Pastor 
Lemming made the point that this type of 
worship only happens when we see God for 
who He really is. As I sat reading this passage 
about Anna, his words came to mind. Clearly, 
Anna saw God for who He really was, and 
because she did, she was able to see Jesus, 
even as a young child, for who He really 
was – the long-awaited Messiah! Reread the 
passage and watch as Anna’s surrender fueled 
her alertness to who He was, which in turn 
fueled her mission to “speak about the child 
to all who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem”.
Essential to Anna’s story and her worship 
is that she was a prayer warrior. I believe 
she’s actually a great example of what 
Paul instructed the Colossians to be like in 
Colossians 4:2 when he said: “Be devoted to 
prayer.”

Note again Anna’s reaction in verse 38, “At 
that moment, [Anna] came up to [Mary 
and Joseph, and Jesus] to give thanks to 
God and to speak about the child, [Jesus], 
to all who were waiting for the redemption 
of Jerusalem.” With a heart beautifully 
surrendered to God, Anna was positioned to 
see and be a part of God’s presence and work.
HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE? I have learned 
to ask this question whenever I’ve finished 
reading through a passage of Scripture as a 
way of seeing how the Scripture applies to 
me… 

Surely we are to live beautifully surrendered 
like Anna, daily worshiping God. We may not 
be at the physical “temple” night and day as 
she was, but what hit me as I was reading and 
digesting the passage were the words of Paul 

The Occupation 
of the Heart 

With God Himself
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to the Corinthians that – we, our bodies, are the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in us and was 
given to us by God. We are meant to Worship 
God – showing Him His worth, recognizing His 
vast superiority, and having a conscious passion 
for glorifying Him in everything – “night and day” 
- just like Anna.
 
We are meant to proclaim Jesus just like Anna, 
for Jesus is the Gospel message, the very 
message that Paul described as the “power of 
God for salvation”.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s 
power for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Romans 1:16 NET

We are to be devoted to prayer as she was. 
It should not be something we only do in 
the morning and evening or when we have a 
desperate need. We are meant to pray - without 
ceasing, - staying alert to the opportunities and 
needs throughout the day to call on or cry out 
praises to the Lord on our own behalf or for 
others.

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
Father – Oh, what beautiful words and instruction 
from a Scripture passage so familiar and yet 
somehow so new. Help us to live like Anna – 
devoted to You in every way – worshiping You 
night and day, fixed on You, unceasing in prayer, 
and unashamed to proclaim Jesus to everyone 
we meet!

by Mary Ellen Black

Mary Ellen is a member of the LMBC office staff and the 
copy and content editor for Connect Magazine. She is the 
leader of the Insideout Life Group at LMBC and host of the 
online Bible Study, Journey Through the Word. Her mission 

is to encourage, equip, and empower women to have a 
full and vibrant relationship with God and a passion for His 
Word. She is the mother of two grown daughters, the Oma 

(grandmother) of one grandson, and the writer and creator of 
the blog “Me from the Insideout” (mefromthensideout.com)



FONT STYLES 
and the Bible 
Did you know that sometimes your Bible translation 
is giving you vital information that is hidden in plain 
sight? When there is a change in the font style 
make sure you pay attention because that small 
change can make a big difference in your reading 
and interpretation. For example, the text of Joshua 
2:5 (KJV) looks like this: “And it came to pass about 
the time of shutting of the gate.” The phrase, “about 
the time,” is in italics because that prepositional 
phrase does not show up in the original Hebrew. In 
the context of Joshua 2:5, the spies that Joshua sent 
out to Jericho were making plans to leave the city 
and head back to the Israelite camp right before 
the gates of the city were shut for the night. For the 
sake of clarity, the English Bible translators felt that 
the phrase, “about the time,” would help smooth 
out the verse, and it does...try reading the verse with 
the phrase and I think you will get my point. Here’s 
a helpful tip: be careful with any Bible interpretation 
that depends solely on italicized words.  

The use of small capital letters is found in most 
English translations especially when it comes to the 
name of God. In Deuteronomy 6:4 (ESV) the text 
looks like this: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.” Notice that the name “Lord” is in all 
capital letters. This is a Bible publishers’ technique 
to inform the reader that the Hebrew word being 
translated in this passage is the divine name YHWH 
(“Yahweh”). The point is that the Bible publishers 
wanted to distinguish the divine name from the 
generic word for “lord, master,” which is Adonai. 
The presence or absence of the sacred name in a 
particular passage can make a difference in how a 
passage is read. On some occasions both the divine 
and generic names for God are used in a single verse, 
it looks like this: But Abram said, “O Lord GOD...” 
(Gen.15:2). Notice that when these two names occur 
in tandem, the sacred name always retains all capital 
letters.

Want to know more about your Bible’s font styles? 
Check out your Bible’s preface.  

If you have any questions about the reading plans, 
send them to biblereading@lmbc.org.  

ROOTED

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

2 Chr. 15-16

2 Chr. 17-18 

2 Chr. 19-20

Psalm 106

2 Chr. 21-22

2 Chr. 23-24

Joel 1-3

Isaiah 1-2

Isaiah 3-4

Isaiah 5-6

Psa. 107-108

Isaiah 7-8

Isaiah 9-10

Isaiah 11-13

Isaiah 14-16

Isaiah 17-19

Isaiah 20-22

Psalms 109-113

Isaiah 23-25

Isaiah 26-27

Isaiah 28-29

Isaiah 30-31

Isaiah 32-33

Isaiah 34-36

Psalms 114-118

Isaiah 37-38

Isaiah 39-40

Isaiah 41-42

Isaiah 43-44

Isaiah 45-46

OT Pathway NT Pathway

Romans 8:1-17

Rom. 8:18-39

Romans 9

Psalm 106

Romans 10

Rom. 11:1-24

Rom. 11:25-36

Romans 12

Romans 13

Romans 14

Psa. 107-108

Rom. 15:1-13

Rom. 15:14-33

Romans 16

Acts 20:2-16

Acts 20:17-38

Acts 21:1-16

Psalms 109-113

Acts 21:17-40

Acts 22

Acts 23:1-11

Acts 23:12-35

Acts 24

Acts 25

Psalms 114-118

Acts 26

Acts 27:1-26

Acts 27:27-44

Acts 28

Ephesians 1

Grow in your faith by staying rooted in 
the Word of God. You can follow either 

pathway or do both!
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It’s Who You Know
Written by Tony Evans

B
ack in the mid-1800s, there was a man 
who had a major need in his life, so he 
decided to go to the White House and set 

his problem before Abraham Lincoln, who was 
then President of the United States. But he soon 
discovered that it was very difficult to get access 
to the President, for Lincoln was a very busy 
man.
 
In despair, the man plopped down on one of the 
park benches outside the White House, placed 
his head in his hands, and began to weep. He’d 
lost hope of getting to see the President. At that 
moment, a little boy wandered up to him and 
asked him what was wrong. He told the little boy 
that he had a big problem that only the President 
could solve. His voice shook as he said, “They 
won’t let me go in to see the President.” 
 
That’s when the little boy took him by the hand 
and asked him to come with him. Together they 
walked past the guards, past the barriers, and 
past the inner guards. And then they walked 
straight into the Oval Office where the boy said, 
“Dad, this man wants to talk to you.” President 
Lincoln turned to the man and gave him his full 
attention. 
 
Because of the son’s relationship to his father, 
doors were opened for the man that he would 
not have been able to walk through on his own. 
So, it is that Jesus is our advocate before our 
Heavenly Father, and our relationship with Him 
opens the doors to the divine throne room. He 
can take us there.

by Tony Evans

Anthony Tyrone “Tony” Evans is an American Christian pastor, 
speaker, author, and widely syndicated radio and television 

broadcaster in the United States. Evans serves as senior pastor 
to the over-9,500-member Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, 

Texas.



MISSIONARIES OF THE 

MONTH
IN SOUTH AMERICA

Anthony & Rachelle Goddard, Brazil

Mark & Odie Goddard, Paraguay

Mike & Trisha Goddard, Paraguay

Spencer & Joanna Goddard, Brazil

John & Brenda Gossett, Trinidad

Jon & Erin Mathews, Brazil

Dwayne & Dianna Spear, Brazil

John & Barb Windler, Paraguay
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GENERATIONS OF GODDARDSGENERATIONS OF GODDARDS
We have recently added Spencer and Joanna 
Goddard to our supported missionaries. If 
their name sounds familiar, there’s a good 
reason. Spencer is the son of Mark and Odie 
Goddard, the brother of Anthony Goddard, 
the nephew of Mike and Trisha Goddard, 
and John and Barb Windler. They are all 
Missionaries in South America, and they are all 
supported by LMBC. We should also mention 
the generations before them. His great-
grandparents first moved to Paraguay in 1955 
and worked among some of the most feared 
people. Then his grandparents, Dean and 
Nellie Goddard, followed in 1966, and chose to 
serve in Paraguay where they gave the best of 
their years to 4 different people groups.
 
To give you a glimpse of who they are, where 
they are all serving, and what God has called 
them to do we want to share some of their 
stories with you here. You can read more 
about them at lmbc.org/missionary-updates. 
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Mike and Trisha Goddard also serve in 
Paraguay. Mike grew up in Paraguay. Mike 
grew up in a small Ache village and later 
went on to live among the Guaraní-speaking 
Paraguayan and Paí Tavytera people. Among 
his most cherished childhood memories 
is hanging out with his Ache buddies and 
exploring the jungle with a machete in hand. 
Mike and Trisha were married in 2001 and 
moved to Paraguay in June 2004. They live 
in Asunción, the capital city, where they 
coordinate the initiatives of Partners of 
Paraguay and Organización Ñandutí. Their 
mission is to partner with local churches, 
organizations, and individuals as they train, 
equip and mobilize disciples of Jesus Christ 
to reach the unreached with the gospel.

Mark and Odie Goddard (the parents of 
Spencer and Anthony) are still ministering 
in Paraguay, where Spencer and Anthony 
grew up. While being interviewed by Ethnos, 
their mission board, Mark and Odie said they 
“saw the value of having their whole family 
involved in their ministry of church planting 
in Paraguay”. They also share in the interview 
how they incorporated the boys into their 
ministry, teaching them from an early age 
how to serve God and reach people with the 
Gospel. You can view the interview at https://
ethnos.ca/god-can-use-your-whole-family/

Spencer, Joanna, daughter Abby (and baby 
#2) are currently preparing for church 
planting in West Brazil and are already 
keeping us up to date on their preparations.

(July update) - This month we had the 
incredible opportunity to go on a two-week 
mission trip to Brazil! While we were there, 
we stayed at the Puraquequara International 
School, a small boarding school along the 
banks of the Amazon River.  We helped the 
fellow missionaries put on a tribal missions 
exposure camp called “Wayumi.” 

You can see a short recap video of their trip 
at lmbc.org/missionary-updates. Simply 
scroll to find their update, and click on the 
video.

 NEWS FROM THE

 MISSION FIELD

For full updates, go to lmbc.org/missionary-updates

Spencer’s brother, Anthony, and Anthony’s 
wife, Rachelle, are already serving the people 
of Brazil; and like Spencer and Joanna, they 
are expecting a baby. Their recent letter was 
marked as do not share - which is due to a 
new avenue God has opened up which will 
enable them to share the gospel with a group 
of people who are very hard to reach and who 
have never heard the message of salvation. 
While we cannot share the details, Anthony 
has asked that we partner with them in prayer 
for the people, specifically that God would 
be preparing their hearts for the gospel and 
preparing the team to share the good news 
with them. When we are able to share more of 
their news we will, but our desire is to honor 
their wishes in order to help maintain these 
open doors and the fruitful opportunities this 
mission will present.

John and Barb Windler may have a different 
last name but Barb is the daughter of Dean 
and Nellie. She married John and together they 
have been serving in ministry since 1990. They 

live in northern Paraguay, where they coordinate the mobilizing and 
equipping initiatives of the Pai Tavytera church, called the Pai Nation 
Strategy. They work closely with Mark and Odie Goddard and Wes 
Goddard. In their most recent update, John shared that they were 
able to see that people here in Paraguay are responding to Christ’s 
command to go, and trusting God to send them to the least reached 
people groups of the world. He also mentioned how they have seen 
prayers answered in a special way, as they are seeing students growing 
in their vision to serve the Lord cross-culturally.

SPENCER & JOANNASPENCER & JOANNA

GODDARDGODDARD

ANTHONY & RACHELLEANTHONY & RACHELLE

GODDARDGODDARD

John & BarbJohn & Barb

WINDLERWINDLER

MIKE & TRISHAMIKE & TRISHA

GODDARDGODDARD

MARK & ODIEMARK & ODIE

GODDARDGODDARD



DIFFERENCE MAKERS
 SERVE GOD SERVE OTHERS

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR

CRISIS PREGNANCIES
LMBC is launching a new ministry/group 
called Embrace Grace that provides 
emotional, practical, and spiritual support 
for single pregnant women who find 
themselves in an unexpected pregnancy. 
The primary goal is to empower the church 
to be a safe and non-judgmental place for 
these young women to run to when they 
find out they are pregnant, instead of the 
last place they are welcomed because of 
shame and guilt. It is a 12-week program 
that teaches them about God’s love and 
grace and, at the end, we will give them a 
baby shower in honor of choosing life and 
to help provide for their baby’s needs.

Would you prayerfully consider coming 
alongside us as we launch this ministry 
and serve weekly in the group meetings, 
or consider serving at the events that are a 
part of this program? This new group will 
launch on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022, at 7 
pm in the Daystar House.

If you would like to learn more about how 
you can get involved here, please contact 
Angie Cantley at 304-654-2398 or visit 
visit embracegrace.com for more info.

You can be a difference maker in a 
number of areas around the church. 
Visit lmbc.org/serve to find specific 
needs and see where you can serve 
here at LMBC.
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EBENEZER IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO

REACH OUR COMMUNITY
Check here monthly or online for the times and 
events and upcoming opportunities to volunteer or 
participate and help us make a difference. 

Ebenezer calendar 
all at Ebenezer unless otherwise stated

SEPT. 13
First Responders Meals 
11 am - 2 pm & 7 - 9 pm

Encouragement & Prayer 
11 am - 2 pm

SEPT. 22
Bible Club 
4 - 5:15 pm

Ways to Give:

Offering Boxes
in the Auditorium

lmbc.org 
or our App

By mail

Prayer Focus: Simple
from Alex Kocman, Director of Communications and Media (ABWE)

“Do you ever feel pressured to pray in a certain way? As though God won’t hear your prayers 
without big words or repetitive phrases?

A few years ago, I met with a former student from my youth ministry days for a cup of coffee. He 
was considering missions in the Czech Republic, and I wanted to guide him in the right direction. 
But I’ll always remember how he guided me. He reminded me that God hears our prayers the 
very first time. We don’t have to ‘feel’ like our prayer worked for God to hear and respond. 

Jesus expresses this idea in Matthew 6:7-8. God already knows what we need, so we don’t have 
to speak eloquently for Him to understand.”

We are sharing Alex’s challenge to pray simply. We are offering you the following 4 ministries 
or groups of people to lift up before the Lord faithfully throughout the month of September.

Upcoming Mission Celebration 
This year’s celebration is scheduled for 
October 16-23 and will include several guest 
speakers/missionaries as well as a church-wide 
dinner. We ask that you pray for all involved  
and the hearts of those who will gather.

Life Groups
Our life groups will relaunch the week of 
September 7th. Please lift up their leaders and 
participants as they begin meeting together 
for fellowship and Bible study. Pray for those 
not yet involved in a group, that they might 
get connected with one. 

The 2022-23 School Year
Our LKC Kids and Teens have just returned 
to school. Please pray for them, not only in 
their academics and activities but also that 
they will be light and salt in their schools and 
community sports or other activity groups.

Teachers
We have many teachers/educators within the 
body of LMBC. Will you pray for them to be 
light and salt in their schools and to share the 
love of Jesus in all they do and say?



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
• Bobbie Howerton, Anita Faherty’s 

sister
• Tom Keyser
• Fleta Perry, Arlan Elkin’s mother

New Members/
Baptisms
• Renee Hensley
• Bob & Becky Wilkinson

Pastoral Staff Birthdays
• Jeremy Shaffer (7th)
• Bill Blankenship (30th)

WANT TO JOIN A 

LIFEGROUP?
              LOOKING FOR A

      STARTING POINT?
                   How to join our community of faith

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at 
lmbc.org/connect.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Come to the next 
Starting Point on
Sunday, October 9
in the SMB Cafe, where 
you’ll meet with our 
Pastors to begin your 
membership experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
Pre-register: lmbc.org/
starting-point

18

ADULTS (COED)
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Through the Bible (S104)  ................................................................................
Wall Builders (S100)  .......................................................................................................
Cornerstone (S102)  ..........................................................................................................
Maranatha (Renaissance Room)  .............................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 1 pm
Fearless (S100)  ..............................................................................................................
@ 6 pm
Life Together (HIS Way Cafe)  .........................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Encouraging Friends Ministry (112)  ...................................................................
@ 6:30 pm
At Home with the Word (Tardy Home)  .................................................
Broken Together (Thompson Home)  ...............................................
@ 6:45 pm
Abundant Life (L108)  ................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
West Ridge Bible Study (WC Auditorium)  ...............................................................
Selah (L112)  .................................................................................................................
Friends of God (Renaissance Room)  .............................................
It’s Always Something (L114)  ....................................................................................
NEW! Just Prayer (L106)  .............................................................................................
NEW! Rooted in Christ (F206)  .................................................
NEW! Whosoever (Northside House)  ....................................................................

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 pm
Believing, Belonging, & Becoming (HIS Way Cafe)  ...............................

WOMEN
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Journey with Him (L110)  .....................................................................................................

MONDAYS @ 6 pm
Daughters of the King (S100)  .........................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 9:30 am
Kingdom Seekers (Tardy Home)  ......................................................................
@ 10 am
Starting Sept. 20 At His Feet (S100)  ...................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 pm
4Ever His (L107)  ................................................................................................................
NEW! Starting Sept. 14 Knowing God’s Heart (F205)  ............................
NEW! *Embrace Grace (Daystar) *for single pregnant ladies  ................................

MEN
WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Westridge Wisdom (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 7 pm
Men of Truth (HIS Way Cafe)  .....................................................................................
Iron Sharpeners (L110)  ..............................................................................................

SENIOR ADULTS
SUNDAYS @ 9 am
Willing Workers (L106)  ............................................................................................
Young at Heart (L114)  .............................................................................................

ADULTS (COED)
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.

Jared Blankenship
Steve Bragg
Tim Koletka

Chuck Daniel

TUESDAYS @ 1 p.m.
Estep/Wyrick

Tim Yates

Kate McMullen

Steve & Vicky Tardy
Dan & Terri Thompson

Gary McMullen

Tim Yates
Nathan McClay

David & Mary Lemming
Chuck Daniel
Donna Nash

Jonah & MaKayla Howerton
Sargent/Fry

Thurman Lowder

SATUWOMEN
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.

Hale/Tritz

Shaffer/Lemming

Tardy/McMullen

Beth Jenkins

Leah Adkins
Hager/Bashore
Angela Cantley

MEN

Jeremy Shaffer

Steve Bragg
Matheny/Miller

SENIOR ADULTS
SUNDAYS @ 9 a.m.

Richard Sexton
Bill Blankenship




