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*Sunday Mornings 
WC lower level

2: God is good to give mercy
9: Jeroboam disobeyed God
16: Elijah serves as a prophet
23: Elisha serves as a prophet
30: Elisha performed miracles

Weds @ 7pm 
in the FLC

5: Bible for Life
12: Bible for Life
19: Bible for Life
26: Trunk R’ Treat

4th Thursday 
from 4-5:15 pm
@ Ebenezer

27: Bible Club

Visit lmbc.org/lkc or 
ask to join our 
Facebook group

*We are looking for volunteers who would like to serve in our 
K-3 age range once a month in the first and second services on 
Sundays. If you are interested, please contact the church office 
or Rebekah Shaffer at r.shaffer@lmbc.org.OCT. 2022

2nd (in the PM) 9th

Preregister at 
lmbc.org/starting-point

(details on pg. 22)

Also this month:

13th
Widows Luncheon
• 12:30 pm, Renaissance Room

Trick or Treat

14th
PrimeTime Celebrates Trick 
or Treat
• 6 pm, Renaissance Room

Menu: Grilled chicken, 
spaghetti, chicken alfredo, 
garlic bread and drinks 
provided. Please bring a 
veggie, salad, or dessert to 
share. Sign up with Vida or 
Blanche, or by calling the 
church office (304-736-7676).

Can’t be here 
in-person?

Join us live Sundays 
at 9 & 10:45 am 

on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

Other calendars:

LKC (kids)
Refuel (teens)
Rooted (Bible)
Ebenezer

pg. 3
pg. 3

pg. 13
pg. 21
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October 16, 19, 23, 
& 26 (Trunk ‘R Treat)

details on pg. 7

Thanksgiving Feast Outreach
Refuel’s HHS Football team 
outreach needs your help 
with:
• monetary donations for 

the dinner 
• desserts delivered to 

the cafe on Nov 3
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Nov. 3rd



Where are 
all the 

international 
missionaries?

In Romans 15:20-21, Paul gives to us his 
ministry philosophy for spreading the 
Gospel. He was called specifically to take 

this message to people (Gentiles) that had 
never known the “name” (15:20) of Jesus 
Christ. This does not mean that he never 
preached the Gospel where others had 
preached it before him. But, his primary focus 
(“aim”) was in opening new territories where 
he could spread the fame of Jesus Christ. 

He notes two cities that marked the 
boundaries of his travels thus far in preaching 
Christ: Illyricum and Jerusalem. This was a 
territory of approximately 1400 miles that 
Paul had traveled in the course of fulfilling his 
calling. However, this wasn’t the end of what 
he hoped to do in reaching the unreached. 
He ultimately wanted to go to Spain (15:24, 
28) to continue proclaiming Christ as Savior. 
Though we have no record in the book of Acts 
chronicling his travels to that region (Spain 
was the western limit of the Roman Empire 
and included all of the Iberian Peninsula), 
church tradition says he did, in fact, reach 
Spain after his first Roman imprisonment and 
possibly even went as far as Britain.

What we see in Paul’s words is that His unique 
calling was to take the Gospel to those that 
had little or no opportunity to hear it apart 
from his missionary endeavors. As was his 
custom, he usually traveled along main 
Roman roads (ie. Egnatian Way) to significant 
urban areas to win people to Christ and plant 
churches. Once people had been reached and 
churches organized, these new disciples of 
Christ assumed the responsibility of reaching 
outlying regions.

Paul explained his missionary efforts by 
referring to an Old Testament text (Isaiah 
52:15) as support for the work he was doing 
among the Gentiles. This OT passage provided 
a clear foundation for his ministry philosophy 
and validated his efforts in reaching the 
Gentile world (those that did not “name” 
Christ). There is a good lesson for us to learn 
from Paul’s methods and that is to always 
base our major decisions on scriptures that 
speak to God’s will for our lives. Paul was not 
acting on a momentary whim or pragmatic 

speculation, but on a clearly defined purpose 
from God Himself.

I thank God for those that are willing to be 
used by Him to plant new churches in the 
United States. Even in our own region there 
are new church plants happening in local 
communities. It’s clear that there are areas, 
niche communities, and regions in the U.S. 
where the Gospel has yet to be heard and/or 
made available to those willing to listen. But, 
we desperately need people that will heed 
the call of God to take the Gospel to regions 
of the world where Christ is still unknown to 
most of the population that lives there. 

One of my friends that encouraged me during 
the very early days of my ministry was a 
man by the name of J.B. WIlliams. I loved 
to hear him preach because he was skilled 
in the original languages of scripture and 
always seemed to have a “nugget” of truth 
that you couldn’t get from just reading along 
the surface of the text. Dr. Williams had been 
a pioneer missionary to the Bariba tribe in 
Benin, West Africa. When he and his wife 
arrived there in 1946, they were greeted by 
thousands of pagan Bariba tribe members 
but only one known Christian. In Dr. Williams’ 
autobiography, “God’s Leading Hand”, he 
writes about the difficulties of adjusting to 
the Bariba culture, learning their language, 
and translating the Gospel of John into 
their language. After they left the field, he 
went on traveling the globe, raising funds 
for missionary endeavors and preaching to 
challenge God’s people to greater missionary 
endeavors. 

Where are the J.B. WIlliams’ today that hear 
and answer the call to missions where people 
have rarely or never heard the name of Jesus?

John Keith Falconer said, “I have but one 
candle of life to burn, and I would rather burn 
it out in a land filled with darkness than in a 
land flooded with light.”

Where is that willingness and openness 
among us to go on an adventure with God 
to the regions of the world where few, if any, 
have heard the Gospel? 
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The U.S. State Department presently lists a 
total of 195 countries, though that number 
reflects the political agenda of our nation. 
What if you had been born in one of those 
countries where poverty, oppression, war, 
disease, and famine prevailed? What if you 
were living in a place where there was no 
hope, no peace and no mention of the name 
of Jesus Christ? Wouldn’t you want someone 
to come and tell you the “Good News” about 
Him?

What if you lived where you didn’t have a 
Bible in your own language? According to the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, about 98 million 
people speak languages where there is no 
known Scripture, and a further 81 million 
speak languages which need additional 
Bible translation work but where there are 
no current translation activities underway. 
Presently there are over 2,167 active Bible 
translation projects worldwide and work still 
needs to be done in 1,919 languages.

Doesn’t everyone deserve to hear the 
Gospel and have a copy of the Bible in their 
language? That’s the task that Jesus left His 
church to accomplish, but it can’t be done 
without willing participants to help in the 
mission. 

Consider these two questions as we prepare 
for our International missions emphasis this 
month:

1. Is God calling you to this eternal work of 
carrying the Gospel where Jesus’ name has 
never or rarely been heard?

2. If God isn’t calling you to go, are you 
willing to help send those who are going 
by participating in our regular Faith 
Promise missions offerings? 

“And so I have made it my aim to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I 
should build on another man’s foundation, 
but as it is written: ‘To whom He was not 
announced, they shall see; And those who have 
not heard shall understand.’” (Romans 15:20)

by David Lemming

Dr. David Lemming has been the Senior Pastor of Lewis 
Memorial Baptist Church in Huntington, West Virginia, 
since December 1982. He was saved as a teenager and 
became actively involved in various phases of Christian 

ministry. He has a heart for people and actively seeks new 
ways of extending Christ’s love to those in Huntington and 
around the world. He and his wife, Mary, have two grown 

children and three grandchildren.

The mission takes all of us
Mark your calendars for Oct. 16, 19, 23, & 26 for our annual Missions Celebration. 

This year we are focusing on how each of us has a part to play in reaching the world for Christ. 
We’re all in this together!

Sunday, Oct 16

Services @ 9 & 10:45am 

International Dinner @ 6pm 
with *Doug Staley (Ireland) 
in the Gym

Bring your favorite international 
dish to share with our church 
family (anything from home-
cooked to carry out)

Wednesday, Oct 19

Life Group gathering @ 7pm 
with *Phil & Jan Smith (Papua 
New Guinea)

All Life Groups will meet in 
the WC Auditorium. Kids and 
Teens will still meet in the 
FLC and SMB for their own 
missions celebration.

Sunday, Oct 23

Services @ 9 & 10:45am 
with *Mike Smith

Evening Study @ 6pm
with *Spencer Goddard

*read more about the 
missionaries on pgs. 18-19

Wednesday, Oct 26

We are asking you to decorate 
your vehicles (and yourselves) 
and join us on the lower lot to 
give kids a fun, safe place to 
collect treats and to see Jesus’ 
love in action. You can reserve 
a parking space as a family or 
a group but, either way, we 
need you to let us know at
lmbc.org/trunk-r-treat



Collections for Operation Christmas Child 
are now in full swing! Thank you for all of 
the donations during the months of August 
and September. The response has been 
overwhelming!

During the month of October, we will be 
collecting hygiene items. The list is on pg. 9 
(to the right).

The collection bins are located at the main 
entrances of the church. If you prefer to 
order and have the items shipped to the 
church, that is an option as well. The mailing 
address is:

Lewis Memorial Baptist Church
ATTN:  Terri Thompson-OCC
5385 W Pea Ridge Road
Huntington, WV 25705

Don’t forget to join the LMBC Operation 
Christmas Child Facebook page if you would 
like to stay up to date on upcoming OCC 
activities and information, including packing 
parties and other volunteer opportunities.
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MORE THAN A SHOE BOX

This time of year it is tempting to think of 

Samaritan’s Purse as the “Shoe Box Ministry,” 

but in reality it is so much more. While the 

ministry is committed to sharing the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ with children through the gifts 

packed into a shoe box, they also minister to 

the brokenhearted, lift up the impoverished, 

care for the sick and injured, and provide 

relief to victims of disaster and conflict. 

Through your generous giving to the “Gifts 

for Jesus Offering” in 2022, we were able to 

help provide life-saving medical facilities and 

supplies, equip towns, schools, and families 

with clean water, and meet crucial needs of 

refugees fleeing conflict. 

Lynn Reinstra, from Samaritan’s Purse, 

recently visited to thank us in person, on 

behalf of Franklin Graham, for opening doors 

that have allowed them to meet tangible 

needs and share the Gospel.  The report was 

both exciting and encouraging, and as she 

said, “a testament to [our] faithful generosity 

and prayers. The author of Hebrews wrote that 

such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share 

what you have, for such sacrifices 

are pleasing to God.”

Hebrews 13:16, ESV

Shop online and have the items delivered 
directly to the church by using this QR 

code to go directly to the LMBC Operation 
Christmas Child Wish list.

Questions?
For additional information 

or other ways to help, 
contact Terri Thompson, 

project leader.

terri.hager@aol.com
304-360-0849

SHOEBOXES NOW AVAILABLE!
Shoeboxes are in the church entrances 

available to take home and fill. There 
is a pamphlet in each box with tips 

for packing the boxes, along with 
instructions for shipping payment. 

Please return your shoeboxes to the 
church, no later than Sunday, Nov. 13.

COLLECTION ITEMS:

Still needed: Toys/Wow gifts 
Hot Wheels/Matchbox cars, jump ropes, 
dolls/Barbies/action figures, coloring books, 
marbles, jacks, yo-yo-s, bouncy balls, tennis 
balls, stuffed animals, flashlights (with 
batteries), small puzzles, 
small books, games (cards, dominoes, dice, 
etc.), other small, fun items (no army figures 
please)

October: Hygiene Items 
Washcloths, hairbrushes, combs, 
toothbrushes, hair accessories (headbands, 
scrunchies, etc.), hats, toboggans, gloves, 
socks, flip-flops, soap (bars only-no liquids)



to the Gospel. That was on a 
Friday and on the following 
Tuesday I visited the family’s 
house along with my friend 
Jeremie and a translator from 
Hope radio. 

As soon as we got there and 
said our greetings, you could 
tell that the Holy Spirit had 
been working on this man 
who had been a Muslim and 
practicing witchcraft his whole 
life. It’s not always that way. 
Most people are very resistant 
to the Gospel. After reading 
some verses of scripture 
and talking about what he 
understood,  we quickly knew 
that Koami was ready to trust 
Christ. After praying with 
him, Koami confessed Jesus 
as Lord and became a child 
of God. I asked his son, who 
had been paying attention 
the whole time, what he 
understood and he said he was 
ready for Jesus to be his Lord. 
Koami’s wife then followed 
in confessing Christ as Savior 
and the whole household 
turned from darkness to His 
Marvelous Light. God makes a 
way when there seems to be 
no way!
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We get asked all kinds of questions when we return to 
the states for furlough each time.  Is furlough tiring? 
How hard is it adjusting to America? Do you get 

reverse culture shock? Are you excited to be “home”? Etc.  And 
the short answer to all of those questions is...yes...and no. Real 
clear right? One way that I like to look at furlough is this:

Let’s pretend you drive a pretty beat up, run down car. (Maybe 
some of us don’t need to pretend :) ) It’s the kind that requires 
a lot of maintenance and care, it’s pretty dirty and rusty, but 
it’s yours. You love your car despite all of its struggles and the 
heartache it causes you, and you are grateful for it. Now, let’s 
pretend someone hands you the keys to a brand new, fully 
loaded, luxury car.  They say you are welcome to drive it for 
a year, it is yours for that short time. Of course you are going 
to enjoy that car, you will use every bell and whistle that thing 
has, drive it everywhere, crank that a/c or heat, and bask in the 
beauty and ease of having a car that is so maintenance free 
and convenient.  It is difficult at first to navigate all of the new 
buttons and figure out the latest technology that comes with 
that car but that’s also intriguing and a fun challenge. You also 
can’t believe that some people drive this kind of car all of the 
time when others have such junkers, or none at all.  But you can’t 
dwell on that, you need to appreciate what’s been given to you 
without feeling guilty or conversely, entitled.   The hard part is 
that you know you will have to give this car back, it is not really 
yours and you can’t get attached.  Therein lies the dilemma.  
How do you enjoy a blessing to the fullest, while holding it 
loosely enough so that it doesn’t hurt to let it go later? That is 
how we feel about furlough.  We do love coming back to the 
states and enjoying the convenience of grocery stores and parks, 
and extra-curricular activities for our kids, and clean water, and 
traffic laws, and worshipping in our heart language, etc. (I could 
go on for days) But we know that this life is only temporary.  
We’ve been led by God to call another place home.  A place 
that is hard, but it’s the life God called us to, it’s ours.  We are 
blessed to call Africa our home as well.  Our prayer is that we do 
not become too comfortable here in the U.S. making it painful 
to return to Africa.  But we also pray that we will enjoy the many 
blessings of American life and make meaningful connections 
with people even if we have to say goodbye shortly.  And if 
you really do want to know the long answers to all the furlough 
questions, we will be happy to tell you all about it, just make sure 
you don’t expect a dixie cup-sized answer when we’ve got a 5 
gallon cooler of information to pour out on you. :)

GOD 
MAKES 
A WAY
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by Adam & Faith Drake

Adam and Faith Drake have been 
serving as missionaries in the African 

country of Togo for years. They are the 
daughter and son-in-law of Tim & Diane 

Bilbrey.

You would think as missionaries we would 
know that God is always working in the 
lives and hearts of his children, who 

He’s drawing to himself and those He’s using 
to accomplish His purpose. I want to tell you a 
story of an entire household that came to Christ 
on the same day. 

Koami and his household live in a village 
about 20 minutes away from Hope radio in 
the northern parts of Togo. I first met Koami 
in April of 2022, but we must back up to 
look at how God was working in this Muslim 
man many years before we met and before 
he heard about Jesus Christ. In 2019, Koami 
had a major infection in his left thigh that had 
been left untreated for some time, and was 
going to mean amputation or death without 
having a miracle from God. He found out 
about our hospital of hope and their ability to 
treat and do surgery on cases like his. After 
having surgery and skin grafts on his severely 
damaged leg, he was happy they were able to 
save his leg and spare his life.

As a farmer, especially one that had no heavy 
equipment to run his farm and did everything 
by hand, it did hurt his business a lot. He 
became very poor and relied heavily on people 
helping him with food and providing for his 
family. This brought him into a very depressive 
state and by December 2021 he wanted to take 
his life. He knew it would not make life better 
for his family, but he was tired of not being 
able to provide for them. That’s when he tuned 
in to our Christmas program on Hope radio. 
He was listening to our “Through the Bible” 
program and felt an immediate release of all the 
depression he was going through. He listened 
to Hope radio for four months not realizing that 
the broadcast was just a few minutes away from 
where he was living. 

Jeremie, one of my friends and outspoken 
Christian in that area, visited his uncle for 
Easter that April and realized that he had been 
listening to Hope radio and was wanting to 
know more about the Jesus they were talking 
about in the programs he was listening to. 
Jeremie called me from his uncle’s house 
and told me that I should visit him as soon as 
possible because the man was very sensitive 



THE OLD TESTAMENT  
CAME BEFORE THE NEW 
“Well, that’s something I didn’t know,” says every 
Bible reader (sarcastically, of course). I’m not trying 
to insult your intelligence, but sometimes every 
Bible reader and student of Scripture needs this 
reminder. The average person that sits in the pew 
on Sunday has been taught to associate the Bible 
with Jesus or the Gospels. Want to test this theory? 
Ask 100 church members (from another church) the 
question: “what is the Bible all about?” Most answers 
will probably sound like you asked them a question 
about only the New Testament. Let me be careful 
to say, I am extremely and eternally grateful for the 
New Testament and I am in no way being critical of it. 
What I am saying, however, is that three-quarters of 
the Bible is the Old Testament, and only one-quarter 
makes up the New Testament. Why is it then that 
most of the teaching from the pulpits all over the 
world come mainly from the New Testament?  

Ignorance of the Old Testament is the best way to 
completely miss the meaning of the New Testament. 
Since the Old Testament came before the New 
Testament, it was the Bible of the Apostles, Jesus, 
and early Christians. Since the Old Testament came 
before the New Testament, every New Testament 
doctrine has its roots in the Old Testament. Since the 
Old Testament came before the New Testament, the 
Old Testament is used to interpret the New (not the 
other way around). In one way or another, every New 
Testament page refers back to the Old Testament. 
The Old Testament is the context for the New 
Testament! I hope you’re getting my point.  

In a nutshell, without a basic understanding of the 
purpose and theology of the Old Testament, the New 
Testament will be fuzzy at best. It’s like reading the 
second half of a book; it might make a little bit of 
sense, but you know that something big is missing 
from the storyline. When you begin to grasp the 
purpose and theology of the Old Testament (even 
in a child-like fashion), the New Testament will be 
clear and coherent, not fuzzy and faded. Remember, 
sometimes the most important keys for Bible reading 
and Bible study are hidden in plain sight.

If you have any questions about the reading plans, 
send them to biblereading@lmbc.org.  

ROOTED

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

31st

Isaiah 47-49

Psa. 119:1-48

Isaiah 50-52

Isaiah 53-55

Isaiah 56-58

Isaiah 59-61

Isaiah 62-64

Isaiah 65-66

Psa. 119:49-88

2 Chr. 25-27

2 Chr. 28-29

2 Chr. 30-31

2 Chr. 32-33

Jeremiah 1-2

Jeremiah 3-5

Psa. 119:89-136

Jeremiah 6-8

Jeremiah 9-11

Jeremiah 12-14

Jeremiah 15-17

Jeremiah 18-19

Jeremiah 20-21

Psa. 119:137-176

Jeremiah 22-23

Jeremiah 24-26

Jeremiah 27-29

Jeremiah 30-31

Jeremiah 32-33

Jeremiah 34-36

Psa. 120-123

Jeremiah 37-39

OT Pathway NT Pathway

Ephesians 2

Psa. 119:1-48

Ephesians 3

Ephesians 4

Ephesians 5

Ephesians 6

Colossians 1

Colossians 2

Psa. 119:49-88

Colossians 3

Colossians 4

Philemon

Philippians 1

Philippians 2

Philippians 3

Psa. 119:89-136

Philippians 4

1 Timothy 1

1 Timothy 2

1 Timothy 3

1 Timothy 4

1 Timothy 5

Psa. 119:137-176

1 Timothy 6

Titus 1

Titus 2

Titus 3

2 Timothy 1

2 Timothy 2

Psa. 120-123

2 Timothy 3

Grow in your faith by staying rooted in 
the Word of God. You can follow either 

pathway or do both!
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Many of the successful people and 
organizations in our world today have 

created and followed a mission statement. 
Mission statements say many things: who we 
are, what we believe, and what we want to 
accomplish. They become tracks to run on, 
roads to travel on, and destinations to reach. 
We hear the most about mission statements in 
the corporate world. Businesses, governmental 
agencies, and even churches take the time to 
define what they do, who they serve, and what 
makes them unique. The mission statement of 
Turning Point is: Delivering the unchanging Word 
of God to an ever-changing world. It clearly 
states the purpose and priorities of our ministry 
outreach.

But shouldn’t we, as individuals, be able to 
verbalize our personal spiritual mission in life as 
well? Shouldn’t we ask ourselves, “What is my 
God-given mission in life?” and “How am I doing 
at fulfilling that mission?” I definitely think we 
should. But we can’t answer the second question 
without knowing the answer to the first.

Is there biblical precedent for this? I believe there is:
• Moses’ mission statement was given to him 

by God: “Go to Egypt and bring up the 
children of Israel to the land of Canaan that 
I have given them as a homeland forever” 
(paraphrase of Exodus 3:16-17).

• Solomon’s mission statement was given 
to him by his father, David: “Follow the 
commands of God, possess the land, 
and build a temple for God in Jerusalem” 
(paraphrase of 1 Chronicles 28:8-12).

• John the Baptist’s mission statement was 
given to John’s father by the angel Gabriel: 
“John will be set aside unto the Lord. He will 
call many Jews back to the Lord. He will go 
before the Lord in the spirit of Elijah to make 
the people of Israel ready to receive their 
Lord” (paraphrased from Luke 1:14-17).

• Jesus Christ: “For even the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

• The apostle Paul’s mission statement came 
from Christ: “I am sending you to the Gentiles 

to open their eyes, to turn them from 
darkness to light, from the power of Satan 
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and an inheritance among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Me” (paraphrase of Acts 
26:17-18).

What I like about these statements are their 
specificity. Each one was unique—a personal 
mission statement. Here’s another way to think 
about it: The Great Commission of Christ is a 
corporate mission statement given to the Church 
as a whole (Matthew 28:19-20). The Church’s 
mission is to make disciples in all the nations. But 
what is your personal part in that mission?

Writing Your Mission Statement of Faith

What is a Mission Statement of Faith? It is a 
specific statement that applies to you and what 
you believe God has called you to do. As you 
write your personal Mission Statement of Faith, 
consider the five steps below: 

1. Identify past successes. How has God used 
you in the past? What have you enjoyed the 
most and been most fruitful in?

2. Identify core values. Brainstorm the values 
that most define who you are.

3. Identify contributions. What are you equipped 
to do? What skills, resources, talents, and 
passions do you possess?

4. Identify goals. If you could do anything for 
the cause of Christ in this world, what would 
you do?

5. Write your mission statement. Recognize that 
no other Christian is like you. Remember that 
your days were written in God’s Book before 
you were born (Psalm 139:16). He has a unique 
plan for your life.

God has a plan, a job, a calling for each of us to 
fulfill. The longer we walk with Christ, the better 
we will develop our personal mission for Him. As 
you work through the five steps outlined above, 
pray and ask God for His wisdom. And then, 
merge your life with your mission.

FINDING AND FULFILLING YOUR MISSION
Written by Dr. David Jeremiah



I
n 1987, a sequence of thought from one of 
the shortest books of the Bible grabbed 
hold of me and never let me go. Bethlehem 

Baptist Church was in its fourth year of 
missions renewal when a veteran missionary 
serving in Mexico said to me in passing, 
“There is a big difference between a church 
that has missionaries and a church that sends 
missionaries.” As a young missions pastor, I 
drank this comment in, wanting to know more. 
A short time later, I read in my New American 
Standard Bible,

You will do well to send them on their way in 
a manner worthy of God. For they went out 
for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing 
from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought to 
support such men, that we may be fellow 
workers with the truth. (3 John 6–8 NASB)

On my fortieth anniversary as a pastor at 
Bethlehem, on August 1, 2020, Pastor John 

Piper prayed the commissioning prayer as my 
wife, Julie, and I joined the ranks of the “goers.” 
After helping to send some of the dearest 
people I know to some of the most remote 
places on earth, I am now one of the church’s 
“sent ones,” training current and future pastors 
in Cameroon to be both goers and senders in 
the greatest cause of the universe. I have been 
a happy sender, and now am a happy goer, 
backed up by a church who has sent me in a 
manner worthy of God.

The main point of the passage in 3 John relates 
to this ministry of sending. You can see it in 
verse 6: “You will do well to send them on their 
way in a manner worthy of God.” I see three 
important aspects of sending in this passage: 
(1) the value of sending, (2) the mandate of 
sending, and (3) the manner of sending.

Value of Sending

Sending missionaries must be valuable, 
because look at how happy it makes the 
apostle John. Some missionaries from John’s 
church, it seems, had visited Gaius’s church 
and told him of their work (3 John 7). The 
missionaries then returned to John’s church 
and testified in front of the whole congregation 
of Gaius’s love for them (vv. 3, 5). When John 
hears this testimony, a big smile fills his old-
crinkled apostolic face, and he writes to Gaius. 
Listen to the joy and warmth of the first four 
verses of this neglected letter:

The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love 
in truth. Beloved, I pray that in all respects 
you may prosper and be in good health, just 
as your soul prospers. For I was very glad 
when brethren came and bore witness to 
your truth, that is, how you are walking in 

truth. I have no greater joy than this, to hear 
of my children walking in the truth. 
(3 John 1–4 NASB)

According to verse 2, perhaps Gaius was 
not doing well health-wise, and perhaps his 
business was struggling — and so John feels 
the need to pray for these matters. But Gaius’s 
love for the missionaries assures John that his 
soul was prospering. The prospering soul is 
the soul that is walking in the truth (v. 3) or 
working together with the truth (v. 8). In other 
words, he’s not living a fantasy; he’s not living 
“the American Dream.” He is living in a way 
that fits with ultimate reality, where God is at 
the center.

The value of sending can also be seen in the 
phrase “you will do well to send them” (v. 6). 
The word for well carries with it the sense 
of beauty. It is beautiful to wash the feet of 
those who go out for the sake of the Name. 

SENDING
MISSIONARIES
WELL
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“ It is beautiful to wash the feet 
of those who go out for the 
sake of the Name.



If the feet of those who carry the gospel 
are considered lovely by God (Isaiah 52:7), 
it should be no surprise that God views the 
people who wash those lovely feet as doing 
something beautiful.

Finally, notice in verse 8 that in God’s eyes 
there is no hierarchy of value, with the 
missionary on top and those who send playing 
second fiddle. In verse 8, we read that both 
the goers and the senders are “fellow workers 
with the truth.” Both are equally valuable 
before God, the lives of both equally significant 
in God’s opinion — which is the only opinion 
that matters. The most important thing is to 
let our lives be consumed with seeking the 
kingdom first. Whether we seek his kingdom in 
Cameroon or Myanmar, or where we currently 
live, is a secondary issue. But if God does 
lead you to stay where you are, your soul will 
prosper as it ought only if you are involved in 
sending others to the mission field.

Mandate of Sending

God commands us to be senders, to be 
actively engaged in helping missionaries get to 
the field and stay on the field. It is not optional. 
We can see this in verse 8: “Therefore we 
ought to support such men.” Since they go out 
for the sake of the Name, and since they don’t 
sell the gospel for money, therefore we ought 
to support them.

Sending missionaries is one of the oughts and 
shoulds of the Bible. Our all-knowing and all-
loving Christ knows that our souls will prosper 
as they should only as we look beyond our 
own immediate interests and lift up our eyes to 
God’s global purpose.

One of the most exhilarating experiences in life 
is to be a fellow worker with God in making his 
name known, both in our own neighborhoods 
and among the unreached people groups of 
the world. God commands only what is good 
for us, so it’s no wonder he commands us to be 
senders.

Manner of Sending

Now, what does it mean to send a missionary? 
How is it done? I want to get practical here, 
but first I want us to look at the logic and the 
content of verses 6–8.

You will do well to send them on their way in 
a manner worthy of God. For they went out 
for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing 
from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought to 
support such men, that we may be fellow 
workers with the truth.

John exalts the importance of how we send 
as high as can be imagined. We are to send 
“in a manner worthy of God.” And why should 
we send missionaries in a manner worthy of 
God? Notice the logic: “For they went out for 
the sake of the Name. . . . Therefore we ought 
to support such men.” Verse 7 is the best 
definition of missionary that I am aware of in 
the Bible. A missionary is not someone who 
goes out for merely humanitarian concerns, as 
important as those are. A biblical missionary is 
driven by a zeal to exalt the name of God, to 
declare his glory among the nations, to make 
known the beauty of the character and work 
of Jesus Christ. These are the only missionaries 
God commands us to support.

And since they go out for the sake of the 
Name, we must support them in a manner 
worthy of God. When it comes to sending, no 
verse in the Bible has gripped me more than 
this one. To send a missionary in a manner 
worthy of God means a lot more than having 
missionary names on the church’s website, or 
adding a line item in the budget, or signing a 
check here or there. So, what does it mean to 
send a missionary?

This particular word for send occurs nine 
times in the New Testament, always in the 
context of helping Christian workers get to 
where they need to go to do the work of the 
kingdom. In Titus 3:13, Paul uses the same 
word, writing, “Diligently help Zenas the lawyer 
and Apollos on their way so that nothing is 
lacking for them” (NASB). To send is to offer 
very practical help. It includes finances, but it 
goes way beyond finances. Notice in 3 John 

5: “You are acting faithfully in whatever you 
accomplish for the brethren.” That word 
whatever shows the breadth of what is 
included in sending.

It takes only a little thought to imagine the 
upheaval that a call to missions would bring 
to your life. Imagine that God called you to 
change all your career plans, to prepare to 
go to the mission field, and then to serve 
him there for years to come — all of which 
would be compounded if you were married 
and had children. Now imagine what might 
be a blessing to you in your preparation 
stage and in your time on the field and 
when you returned for a season of home 
assignment. None of us can do everything 
our imaginations could put on such a list, 
but no one is being asked to do it all. So let’s 
each search our own hearts as to what our 
particular role may be in helping to send our 
missionaries in a manner worthy of God.

Fellow Workers with the 
Truth

The ministry of sending is both joyful and 
dangerous. While serving as a sender, God 
may surprise you and lead you to become 
a goer, a “sent one.” And goers may 
return home for a variety of reasons and 
become some of the best senders. While 
senders devote themselves creatively to do 
“whatever” on behalf of the goers, they will 
be especially motivated to being a goer to 
their immigrant neighbor, or international 
students at a nearby university, or a green-
card worker in the next cubicle over.

But remember, senders and goers are fellow 
workers with the truth — equally valuable 
in God’s choreography of accomplishing 
the great purpose of winning worshipers 
from every tribe and tongue and nation. 
Both are called to be passionately God-
centered, whether they go out for the sake 
of the Name, or remain in their home culture 
helping to send others in a manner worthy of 
God. A prospering Christ-filled soul is vital to 
the task of both.
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“ The most exhilarating 
experience in life is to be a 
fellow worker with God in 
making his name known.

by Tom Stellar

Tom Steller is serving through Training 
Leaders International as the Director 
of Theological Education in Cameroon. 
He continues to serve as an elder at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church.



MISSIONARIES OF THE 

MONTH
IN AFRICA

JJ & Melissa Alderman, Togo

Bret & Katie Anderson, Tanzania

SECURED SECURED C. Family, Egypt

Adam & Faith Drake, Togo

Diana Ferrell, Uganda

John & Kidst Getaneh, Zambia

SECURED SECURED G. Family, Egypt

Pascal & Becky Grenade, Mauritius

Justin & Rachel Hoy, Senegal

Darin & Kathy Ishler, Kenya

Jim & Connie Jeremias, Kenya

SECURED SECURED W. Family, North Africa

Tom & Marilyn Wilson, South Africa

1918

We are Phil and Jan Smith, high school 
sweethearts, who have been married for 33 
years. We have two grown children, Andrew 
and Lauren, and 4 grandchildren. We call 
Indiana our home, but have been in Papua 
New Guinea as ABWE missionaries for the 
last 6 1/2 years. God called us to serve Him at 
the Goroka Baptist Bible College where Phil 
teaches computer classes and Jan teaches 
ESL, Pidgin literacy to those that cannot 
read or write, and occasionally, math classes. 
Since we arrived on the field, we have been 
working with Praise Baptist Church. We have 
helped them start both children and youth 
Sunday school programs, regular communion 
and baptism services, as well as AWANA. Jan 
leads a Ladies Bible Study and Phil regularly 
preaches and plays the keyboard. We also 
train other churches in the AWANA program. 
Over the last 2 years we have trained 26 
churches (41 Commanders) in AWANA and 
have helped provide materials to help them 
start their own club. Each Wednesday we 
travel to the local public high school where 
we have the privilege of teaching 200-300 
9th and 10th graders about God in their 
Religious Instruction class. Two months ago, 
right before we left for furlough, we had 26 
students who made a decision for Christ and 
were counselled. Praise God for what He is 
doing in Papua New Guinea!

 NEWS FROM THE

 MISSION FIELD

For full updates, go to lmbc.org/missionary-updates

Doug and Amber Staley have been ministering 
in Mallow, Ireland since March 2016. They were 
raised in Christian families and trusted Christ as 
their Saviour as young children. The Staleys are 
missionaries with SENT (Servants Evangelizing 
Nations Together). The Staleys, who were married 
in May 1998, have four children – Hannah, Evan, 
David and Nathan. Some of their interests include 
cooking, hiking and curling up with a good book 
on a rainy Irish day. They recently shared: 

The weeks leading up to our departure from 
Ireland were fruitfull ones! In early July, we hosted 
a group from the States that came for our teen 
camp, known as Camp Vertical Perspective. 
There were more than 30 teens from Mallow 
that attended the camp, which was an amazing 
answer to prayer! During the week, three teens 
surrendered their hearts to Christ and several 
others made spiritual decisions. Pray that those 
who made decisions will be strengthened in their 
faith and for the ministry of Vertical Perspective 
to continue to grow. We give glory to God for all 
that was accomplished at camp!

The Lord continues to build His church, with 
several new families joining the church in 
recent weeks. We’re thankful and encouraged 
by their enthusiasm to dive right in and get 
involved. Some of the new members have 
expressed a desire to be discipled so we’re 
praying they will follow through and take the 
next steps in their walk with the Lord.

PHIL & JANPHIL & JAN

SMITHSMITH
DOUG & AMBERDOUG & AMBER

STALEYSTALEY
Our newest missionaries were introduced to you 
in the September Connect, as well as during a 
Wednesday study group in the auditorium. They 
are currently preparing for church planting in West 
Brazil and have been awesome in communicating 
with us, so be sure and check out their details 
at lmbc.org/missions. Their most recent news 
included details about the birth of their new baby 
girl, Gabriella Ottillia Goddard. Spencer wrote:

We were tempted to be anxious leading up to this 
birth, considering how hard labor was for Joanna 
the first time (44 hours total). However, we were 
encouraged by friends who said that the second 
time would be easier. We committed our anxieites 
to the Lord and asked Him for only 6 hours of 
labor. Recently we were struggling to remain 
patient and started to pray that Gabriella would 
come “soon”. Yesterday at breakfast Joanna 
prayed more specifically that Gabriella would 
come “today please.” To make a long story short, 
we went to the hospital shortly afterwards, and 
about 6 hours after contractions started, our 2nd 
baby girl was born! I don’t know if anyone reading 
this believes in conincidences, but I’ll tell you what 
we believe -- We serve a kind, all-powerful God 
who is teaching us to trust Him more and is very 
patient with us even in our weakness! Praise to 
our God!

Thank you to all who were praying for a smooth, 
quick delivery! We very much appreciate it! 

SPENCER & JOANNASPENCER & JOANNA

GODDARDGODDARD



DIFFERENCE MAKERS
 SERVE GOD SERVE OTHERS

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR

CRISIS PREGNANCIES
Below are a few ways to help with our 
new Embrace Grace outreach to ladies 
with crisis pregnancies. If you would 
like to learn more, please contact Angie 
Cantley at 304-654-2398 or visit visit 
embracegrace.com.

• Angie is in need of a co-leader to come 
along side her in this ministry. The job 
is easy. She simply needs someone 
who is willing to listen to and share 
ideas with her about the class, as well a 
warm body and friendly face to love on 
the girls. These girls are so happy with 
about anything and they are so easy to 
love on and very appreciative.

• Donations (monetary and/or tangible)
• Weekly snacks for group time 
• Homemade Baby blankets
• Baby shower - including ‘Princess 

Day’ (It’s basically a day to make 
them feel loved and to pamper them. 
Needs include: Photographer/photo 
session, Hair/make-up, Nails) 

• Lifegroups willing to adopt a girl to 
pray for and shower with gifts at the 
upcoming shower

• Prayer Support

You can be a difference maker in a 
number of areas around the church. 
Visit lmbc.org/serve to find specific 
needs and see where you can serve 
here at LMBC.
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EBENEZER IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO

REACH OUR COMMUNITY
Check here monthly or online for the times and 
events and upcoming opportunities to volunteer or 
participate and help us make a difference. 

Ebenezer calendar 
all at Ebenezer unless otherwise stated

OCT. 11
First Responders Meals 
11 am - 2 pm & 7 - 9 pm

Encouragement & Prayer 
11 am - 2 pm

OCT. 27
Bible Club 
4 - 5:15 pm

Ways to Give:

Offering Boxes
in the Auditorium

lmbc.org 
or our App

By mail

FOCUS: SEEK YOUR CITY’S GOOD
by John Piper

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. . . . But 
seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for 
in its welfare you will find your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:4–5, 7)

If that was true for God’s exiles in Babylon, it would seem to be even more true for Christian 
exiles in this very “Babylon-like” world. What, then, shall we do? We should do the ordinary 
things that need to be done: build houses; live in them; plant gardens. This does not contaminate 
you if you do it all for the real King and not just for eye service as men-pleasers. Seek the 
welfare of the place where God has sent you. Think of yourself as sent there by God for his glory. 
Because you are.

Pray to the Lord on behalf of your city. Ask for great and good things to happen for the city. Ask 
that they happen by God’s power and for his 
glory. Never lose sight of the ultimate good 
that the city needs a thousand times more 
than it needs material prosperity. Christians 
care about all suffering — especially eternal 
suffering. That’s the greatest danger every city 
faces.

But neither God nor his people are indifferent 
to the health and safety and prosperity and 
freedom of the city. We all want these things, 
and Jesus said, “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). In fact, the Lord 
says in Jeremiah that loving your city is a way 
of loving yourself: “In its welfare you will find 
your welfare.”

This does not mean we give up our exile 
orientation. Peter says that Christians are 
“sojourners and exiles” (1 Peter 2:11) and Paul 
says “our citizenship is in heaven.”

(Philippians 3:20). In fact, we will do most 
good for this world by keeping a steadfast
freedom from its beguiling attractions. We will 
serve our city best by getting our values from 
“the city that is to come” (Hebrews 13:14). We 
will do our city most good by calling as many 
of its citizens as we can to be citizens of “the 
Jerusalem above” (Galatians 4:26).

So, let’s live — let’s do so much good (1 Peter 
2:12) — that the natives will want to meet our 

King.



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Births
• Theoden “Theo” Drake Ray, to 

Austin & Abigail Ray

Bereavements
• Verona Miller, Paul Miller’s sister
• Dorothy Musgrave, Steve 

Musgrave’s mother
• Jim Pine, Vonna Pine’s husband
• Rev. Clyde Miller, Jennifer 

Workman’s father

New Members/
Baptisms
• Becky Bias (baptism)
• Lawson Francis (baptism)

              LOOKING FOR A

      STARTING POINT?
                   How to join our community of faith

1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Come to the next 
Starting Point on
Sunday, October 9
at 5 pm in the HIS Way 
Cafe (SMB), where you’ll 
meet with our Pastors to 
begin your membership 
experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
Pre-register: lmbc.org/
starting-point
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WANT TO JOIN A 

LIFEGROUP?
Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at 
lmbc.org/connect.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Through the Bible (S104)  ................................................................................
Wall Builders (S100)  .......................................................................................................
Cornerstone (S102)  ..........................................................................................................
Maranatha (Renaissance Room)  .............................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 1 pm
Fearless (S100)  ..............................................................................................................
@ 6 pm
Life Together (HIS Way Cafe)  .........................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Encouraging Friends Ministry (112)  ...................................................................
@ 6:30 pm
At Home with the Word (Tardy Home)  .................................................
Broken Together (Thompson Home)  ...............................................
It’s Always Something (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 6:45 pm
Abundant Life (L108)  ................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
West Ridge Bible Study (WC Auditorium)  ...............................................................
Selah (L114)  .................................................................................................................
Friends of God (Renaissance Room)  .............................................
Friends of God 2.0 (Backpack House)  ..................................................................
Just Prayer (L104)  ...........................................................................................................
Rooted in Christ (F207)  ...............................................................
Whosoever (Northside House)  ..................................................................................

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 pm
Believing, Belonging, & Becoming (HIS Way Cafe)  ...............................

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Journey with Him (L110)  .....................................................................................................

MONDAYS @ 6 pm
Daughters of the King (S100)  .........................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 9:30 am
Kingdom Seekers (Tardy Home)  ......................................................................
@ 10 am
At His Feet (S100)  ..........................................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 pm
4Ever His (L107)  ................................................................................................................
Knowing God’s Heart (F205)  ...............................................................................
*Embrace Grace (L106) *for single pregnant ladies  ....................................................

THURSDAYS @ 10 am
Women of Strength (HIS Way Cafe)  ..........................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Westridge Wisdom (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 7 pm
Men of Truth (HIS Way Cafe)  .....................................................................................
Iron Sharpeners (L110)  ..............................................................................................

SUNDAYS @ 9 am
Willing Workers (L108)  ............................................................................................
Young at Heart (L114)  .............................................................................................

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.
Jared Blankenship

Steve Bragg
Tim Koletka

Chuck Daniel

TUESDAYS @ 1 p.m.
Estep/Wyrick

Tim Yates

Kate McMullen

Steve & Vicky Tardy
Dan & Terri Thompson

Chuck Daniel

Gary McMullen

Tim Yates
Nathan McClay

David & Mary Lemming
Sergent/Ball
Donna Nash

Jonah & MaKayla Howerton
Sargent/Fry

Thurman Lowder

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.
Hale/Tritz

Shaffer/Lemming

Tardy/McMullen

Beth Jenkins

Leah Adkins
Hager/Bashore
Angela Cantley

Mullens/Foreman

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.
Jeremy Shaffer

Steve Bragg
Matheny/Miller

SUNDAYS @ 9 a.m.
Richard Sexton
Bill Blankenship
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