
Leader God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit,
 who loved us and sets us free from our sins,
 who loves us still with that love that will not let us go,
 and who will love us forever, 
 calls us to worship him today as the only true lover of our souls. 
All The Lord stoops to receive the love of our poor hearts.
 He calls us to remember the depth of his love for us in Christ.
Leader Let us give thanks to God for the love poured on us, 
 his beloved children!
All Let us love one another as God loves us!
 Let us give thanks for the gift of one another 
 and the fruit of grace the Spirit is bearing in us!

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE                                 Brannin Pitre

“The Truth That Bears Fruit”
Sermon Series: Hidden with Christ

SCRIPTURE LESSON         Colossians 1:3-8 (ESV)

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,   
4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 
the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard 
before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in 
the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since 
the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned 
it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on 
your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: God of everlasting love, we confess that we have been unfaithful
to our covenant with you and with one another.
We have worshiped other gods: money, power, greed, and convenience.
We have served our own self-interest
instead of serving only you and your people.
We have not loved our neighbor as you have commanded, 
nor have we rightly loved ourselves.
Forgive us, gracious God, and bring us deeper into the fullness
of our covenant with you and one another. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Community Silence

SONG OF ASSURANCE

WORDS OF COMFORT & ASSURANCE
Leader The Lord is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works. The Lord 

upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. 
Stand up, lift up your heads, and receive again the grace of our God!

All Thanks be to God!

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial 
gifts, personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You 
may mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, 
CA 91101; or give via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to participate in our Children’s program during the 
sermon. (Children return for Communion.) 

PASSING OF THE PEACE

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle

3. And though this world, with devils 
filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD / M. Luther

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements, which are gluten-free are available 
in the line closest to the band. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
All: Gracious God,
In love, you have spoken to us your word of truth, the gospel of your Son;
in love, you have made us to be members of one body, a new family.
Join us with those who in all times and places have praised your name,
that, with one heart and mind full of gratitude, 
we may show the hope we have in Jesus Christ and bring you glory. Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

With confidence, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, church, city and world to 
God with one heart and voice:

Leader  Loving Father, send your Church into the world as a people who 
look to the interests of others and who long for one another with 
the love of Christ. We pray for Grace Pasadena and our ministries, 
that we may bear the fruit of your love in all we do and say. For 
this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Jesus Christ, our faithful King, we pray for our leaders to strive 

for justice and peace; may your Church freely minister the 
reconciliation you offer through your life, death and resurrection. 
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Holy Spirit, our Comforter, reveal the light of your presence to 

the sick, the weak, and the dying. Strengthen them, make them 
whole, and give them peace. Give your strength to all caregivers 
and bring them the care and encouragement they need. Embolden 
your Church so that we can extend your mercy with courage and 
generosity. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader In silence, let us continue offering ourselves and the world to our 

faithful God. (silence) For all this, O Lord, we pray:
All Lord, hear our prayer and give us eyes to see your unfolding 

goodness in our lives and world. Amen.

1. Alas and did my Savior bleed?
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
for such a worm as I?
2. Was it for crimes that I have done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!
3. Well might the sun in darkness hide
and shut His glories in.
When Christ the mighty maker died
for man the creature’s sin.
4. But drops of grief can ne’er repay
the debt of love I owe:
here Lord, I give myself away,
‘tis all that I can do.

RefRain

Hallelujah, I’m forgiven.

ALAS AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED / I. Watts; B. ChadWICk

1. A thousand generations 
falling down in worship
To sing the song of ages to the Lamb 
And all who’ve gone before us 
and all who will believe
Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb
Your name is the highest
Your name is the greatest
Your name stands above them all
All thrones and dominions
All powers and positions
Your name stands above them all
ChoRus 
And the angels cry, Holy
All creation cries, Holy
You are lifted high, Holy, Holy forever
Hear your people sing, Holy
To the King of Kings, Holy
You will always be, Holy, Holy forever 

2. If you’ve been forgiven 
and if you’ve been redeemed 
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
If you walk in freedom 
and if you bear His name
Sing the song forever to the Lamb
We’ll sing the song forever and amen

HOLY FOREVER / C. toMLIn

1. O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,
that in Thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.
2. O Light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to Thee;
my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day
may brighter, fairer be.
3. O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain,
that morn shall tearless be.

4. O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from Thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
and from the ground there blossoms red
life that shall endless be.

O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO / G. Matheson



“What does love look like? It has the hands to help 
others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. 
It has the eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears 

to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love 
looks like.”

ST. AUGUSTINE

Love is giving – giving of oneself to another. It is not 
getting, as the world says today. It is not feeling and 

desire; it is not something over which one has no control. 
It is something that we do for another. No one loves 
in the abstract. Love is an attitude that issues forth in 

something that actually, tangibly happens.

JAY ADAMS | ChRistian Living in the home

To the Christian, love is the works of love. To say that 
love is a feeling or anything of the kind is really an 

un-Christian conception of love. That is the aesthetic 
definition and therefore fits the erotic and everything of 

that nature. But to the Christian, love is the works of love. 
Christ’s love was not an inner feeling, a full heart and 
what-not: it was the work of love which was His life.

SOREN KIERKEGAARD
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Leader Let mutual love continue.
 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
 for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.  

And remember that God has promised,
 “I will never leave you or forsake you.”         —from Heb.13
All Thanks be to God! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

JAN-DEC ‘21 JAN-AUG SEP ‘221

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  _____ 488,889 297,063 17,981

BUDGETED GIVING  ________________ 468,000 306,000 39,000

DIFFERENCE  _______________________ +20,889 -8,937 -21,019
1as of 9/15/2022; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 9/18: Faith & Work Collective - Educators @ 8:45AM

   Taco Lunch & Volunteer Fair @ 11:30AM
• 9/30: Book Club (“Housekeeping” by Marilynn Robinson) @ 7:30PM

Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R

We observe a season of Ordinary Time from Pentecost Sunday until the 
start of Advent. From the Latin “ordus” we look to the Spirit to re-order 
our lives according to the love of Jesus Christ. As the season of the Spirit, 
we especially remember the lives and actions of Jesus’ followers. We 
think about how the first Christians lived their lives, and how we should 
live ours today. This season of Ordinary Time takes up half the year and 
it doesn’t offer big exciting festivals such as Christmas or Easter. It is a 
season in which we learn to recognize the presence of God in the day-to-
day. The color of the season is green, symbolizing new life.

Advent

ChristmAs

epiphAny

Lent

eAster

penteCost

Ordinary Time

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

This bread is my body
Broken for you
This cup is my blood of the covenant
Poured out for you

I will not drink of the fruit of this vine
Until I drink it anew with you
In my Father’s kingdom
In my Father’s kingdom

IN MY FATHER’S KINGDOM / F. orteGa; B. ChadWICk

Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen

DOXOLOGY / t. Ken

COMMUNION PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION
For those searching: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Give me 
not only understanding, but also an experience of your love and presence. Amen.
For faith and belief: Lord Jesus, I am weak and sinful, but you call me beloved and accepted. 
I thank you for taking my place in death and offering forgiveness and renewal. I hear you 
calling, and so I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.
For those struggling with sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my 
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, to ask for help, and to follow you faith-
fully in life. Amen.


