
Leader Let us call to mind the reason for our hope:
All Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed,
 for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
 great is your faithfulness.
Leader I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion;
 therefore I will wait for him.”
All The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 
 to the one who seeks him;
 it is good to wait patiently for the salvation of the LORD.
         —from Lam. 3:21-26 

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE                              Brannin Pitre

“The Father’s Love”
Sermon Series: A Love That Is Longer, Greater & Stronger

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Ephesians 1:3-6 (ESV)
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us 
in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All:  O gracious and gentle and self-giving God, 
God of peace, Father of mercy, God of all comfort: 
we confess before you the evil of our hearts;
we acknowledge that we are too inclined
toward anger, jealousy, and revenge, to ambition and pride,
which often give rise to discord and bitter feelings between others and us.
Too often have we thus both offended and grieved you, O long-suffering Father.
Forgive us this sin and permit us to partake of the blessing 
you have promised the peacemakers,
who shall be called the children of God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Silence is kept together

SONG OF ASSURANCE

Leader “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.     —from John 3:15-17

All Thanks be to God! Alleluia!   

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial 
gifts, personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You 
may mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, 
CA 91101; or give via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS / T. Chisholm

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, 
O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, 
Thy compassions they fail not;
as Thou has been Thou forever wilt be.
Chorus

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided,
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter 
and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars 
in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness
to Thy great faithfulness, 
mercy and love.
3. Pardon for sin 
and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence 
to cheer and to guide,
strength for today 
and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, 
with ten thousand beside.

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle

3. And though this world, with devils 
filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD / m. luTher

1. How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss –
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.
2. Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life –
I know that it is finished.

3. I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer;
But this I know with all my heart –
His wounds have paid my ransom.

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE / s. Townend

PRAYER OF ADORATION
All: All glorious God, we give you thanks: in your Son, Jesus Christ,
you have given us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms.
You chose us, before the world was made,
to be your holy people, without fault in your sight.
You adopted us as your children in Christ. 
You have set us free by his blood; you have forgiven our sins.
You have made known to us your secret purpose,
to bring heaven and earth into unity in Christ. 
You have given us your Holy Spirit,
the seal and pledge of our inheritance. 
All praise and glory be yours, O God, for the richness of your grace, 
for the splendor of your gifts, for the wonder of your love. Amen.       —based on Eph. 1  

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

1. Worthy of every song 
we could ever sing
Worthy of all the praise 
we could ever bring
Worthy of every breath 
we could ever breathe
We live for You     
2. Jesus, the Name above 
every other name
Jesus, the only One 
who could ever save
Worthy of every breath 
we could ever breathe
We live for You, oh, 
we live for You

Chorus

Holy, there is no one like You
There is none beside You
Open up my eyes in wonder
Show me who You are and fill me
With Your heart and lead me 
In Your love to those around me  
Bridge

I will build my life upon Your love
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone
And I will not be shaken
   

BUILD MY LIFE  / m. redman; P. BarreTT

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE

MINISTRY MOMENT: Door of Hope

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Participate as you feel comfortable.
PRAYER: Are you in need of prayer? Leaders of Grace are ready to pray with you and will be 
available at the front during communion. Share your needs as you feel comfortable. If you do 
not want to share, simply say you need prayer and leave it at that.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

*Children from ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to join our children’s program. 
Children return for communion. See Abbey for more information.

Door of Hope is a Christian non-profit, based in Pasadena, serving Los Angeles County. 
Door of Hope is one of the only homeless providers that can shelter any kind of family 
together in their own private unit, including single moms, single dads, and two-parent 
families together with their children.

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

1. I’ve heard a thousand stories
Of what they think You’re like
But I’ve heard the tender whisper
Of love in the dead of night
And You tell me that You’re pleased
And that I’m never alone
Chorus
You’re a good, good Father, 
It’s who You are
It’s who You are
It’s who You are 
And I’m loved by You
It’s who I am
It’s who I am
It’s who I am
2. Oh and I’ve seen many 
Searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we’re all searching 
For answers only You provide
Because You know just what we need
Before we say a word

Bridge
Because You are perfect 
In all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways
To us
3. Oh this Love so undeniable
I, I can hardly speak
Peace so unexplainable
I, I can hardly think
As You call me, deeper still
As You call me, deeper still
As You call me, deeper still
Into love, love, love     

YOU’RE A GOOD, GOOD FATHER / C. Tomlin
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Leader Go out into the world in peace: have courage;
 hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; 
 help the suffering; honor all; love and serve the Lord,
 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
 And the blessing of God Almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be upon you, and remain with you forever. Amen.
                          —based on 1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Thess. 5:13-22; 1 Pt. 2:17
 Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

GLORY, GLORY, HALLELUJAH  / The sTaPle singers

1. Glory, Glory (Glory, Glory!) 
Hallelujah (Hallelujah!)
Since I laid (Laid my burden down!)
My burden down (Laid my burden down!)
Glory, Glory (Glory, Glory!) 
Hallelujah (Hallelujah!)
Since I laid my burden down! 
Laid my burden down!
2. I’ve been Cleansed (Glory, Glory!)
By the blood of Jesus (Hallelujah!)
Since I laid (Laid my burden down!)
My burden down (Laid my burden down!)
I’ve been Cleansed (Glory, Glory!)
By the blood of Jesus (Hallelujah!)
Since I laid my burden down! 
Laid my burden down!

3. I am free (Glory, Glory!)
Free of my burden (Hallelujah!)
Since I laid (Laid my burden down!)
My burden down (Laid my burden down!)
I am free (Glory, Glory!)
Free of my burden (Hallelujah!)
Since I laid my burden down! 
Laid my burden down!

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

  G R A C E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 5/6: Summer Send Off Cookout for current college students @ 6pm
• 5/13:  Men’s Pickleball & Cookout from 10-2PM
• 5/21:  Adult Formation series continues. Join us for the last class on 5/21 about the ways 

the story line of Scripture is reflected in stories and films.

  Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

JAN-DEC ‘22 JAN-MAR ‘23* APR ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  _____ $546,803 $104,508 $28,270

BUDGETED GIVING  ________________ 501,000 117,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _______________________ +45,803 -12,492 -15,730

* as of 5/5/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

5 T H S U N DAY  O F  E A S T E R
M AY  7 ,  2 0 2 3

“The child asks of the Father whom he knows. Thus, the 
essence of Christian prayer is not general adoration, but 

definite, concrete petition. The right way to approach 
God is to stretch out our hands and ask of One who we 

know has the heart of a Father.” 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER | The Cost of Discipleship

“‘Abba’ is only a little word, and yet contains 
everything. It is not the mouth but the heart’s affection 

which speaks like this. Even if I am oppressed with 
anguish and terror on every side, and seem to be 

forsaken and utterly cast away from Your presence, 
yet am I Your child, and You are my Father. For Christ’s 
sake: I am loved because of the Beloved. So this little 

word, ‘Abba,’ Father, deeply felt in the heart, surpasses 
all the eloquence of Demosthenes, Cicero, and the 

most eloquent speakers that ever lived. This matter is 
not expressed with words, but with groanings, and 

these groanings cannot be uttered with any words of 
eloquence, for no tongue can express them.”

MARTIN LUTHER

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R
“The fullness of the resurrection requires more than a day to 
unpack. The Easter season is a fifty-day celebration that ends on 
Pentecost Sunday (the Greek word pentekoste means “fiftieth”). 
The Easter season is a time to let the implications of the resurrection 
sink in deeper, inviting us to realign our worldview and conform 
our living to the reality that we have been raised with Christ to 
new life. Easter is full of joy and the laughter of love— the grave 
is empty, love has won, Christ is risen! Give yourself over to the 
experience of that joy...”

– from “Seeking God’s Face” by Philip Reinders
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