
Leader Let us worship God.
All “He is our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.”
Leader Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,”
 and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead. 
All “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Leader Let us call upon our true God, believing him in our hearts,
 confessing him with our mouths,
 worshiping him in spirit and in truth.
All Blessed is the name of Jesus Christ,
	 in	whom	we	find	all	the	riches	of	God’s	love	and	grace!

—based on Ps. 91:2; Ro. 10:9, 13, Eph. 1

CALL TO WORSHIP

MORNING MESSAGE                              Brannin Pitre

“The Son’s Love”
Sermon Series: A Love That Is Longer, Greater & Stronger

Leader  Jesus Christ, great high priest, living forever to intercede for us, we 
join you and pray for your Church, your broken body in the world 
Keep your body in the unity of the Holy Spirit and in the bond of 
peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet. 
We pray for the elders, deacons, and strategic vision committee 
of Grace Pasadena; provide wisdom, humility, and the courage to 
follow you. May all we do proclaim your love. Lord, hear us.

All  Lord, we need you.
Leader Jesus Christ, King of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand 

of the majesty on high, we pray for the world: make it subject to 
your gentle rule. We pray especially for Ukraine, Sudan, India and 
all places where there is war or persecution; we pray for all the 
families and neighborhoods torn apart by violence; we pray for the 
many migrants around the world seeking refuge. Do not forget the 
cries of the needy and those longing for peace. Lord, hear us.

All  Lord, we need you. 
Leader Jesus Christ, our brother, redeemer, healer of our hearts, souls and 

bodies, we pray for your beloved sisters and brothers in need, 
distress, or sorrow. Comfort those who grieve, fill those who 
hunger, lift up the burdened, and heal the afflicted. We remember 
those who are underemployed, unemployed, and those seeking 
meaningful employment; provide all that they need. We also lift 
to you friendships and marriages in need of reconciliation and 
healing; may your love flourish and heal. Lord, hear us.

All		 Lord,	we	need	you.	Keep	our	eyes	fixed	on	you	as	we	continue	to	
wait and pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Ephesians 1:7-10 (ESV)
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his pur-
pose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All	 	 Thanks	be	to	God!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All:  O God of peace,
you break down the walls of hostility
through the life, death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.
Yet, we have built up walls to protect ourselves from our enemies, 
and these walls also shut us off from receiving your love.
Break down those walls!
By your Holy Spirit, help us to see that the way to your heart 
is through the reconciliation of our own hearts with our enemies. 
Bless them and us, that we may come to grow in love for each other and for you, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Silence is kept together

SONG OF ASSURANCE

Leader This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.           —from 1 Jn. 1:5-7

All	 Thanks	be	to	God!	Alleluia!	 	 	
1. In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I stand.

IN CHRIST ALONE / S. Townend & K. GeTTy

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
*During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking 
us to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or give via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give.

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together									And	also	with	you!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

1. All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
ye lights of evening, find a voice
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
3. And all Ye men of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part,
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on Him cast your care,
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4. Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship Him in humbleness,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, 
praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, three in one!
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING / wordS: ST. FranciS

PRAYER OF ADORATION
All: God of light and truth,
you are beyond our grasp or conceiving. 
Before the brightness of your presence
the angels veil their faces.
Yet, you do not hide your face from us!
With reverence and adoring love
we acclaim your glory and sing your praise,
for you have shown us your truth and love in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.    

SONGS OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

SONG OF PRAISE & RESPONSE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                  

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Participate as you feel comfortable.
PRAYER: Are you in need of prayer? Leaders of Grace are ready to pray with you and will be 
available at the front during communion. Share your needs as you feel comfortable. If you do 
not want to share, simply say you need prayer and leave it at that.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

*Children from ages 2 to 5th grade are invited to join our children’s program. Children 
return for communion. See Abbey for more information.

COMMUNION PRAYERS
For those searching: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you 
claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Give 
me not only understanding, but also an experience of your love and presence. Amen.
For faith and belief: Lord Jesus, I am weak and sinful, but you call me beloved and accept-
ed. I thank you for taking my place in death and offering forgiveness and renewal. I hear 
you calling, and so I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.
For those struggling with sin: Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my 
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, to ask for help, and to follow you faith-
fully in life. Amen.

1. All throughout my history
Your faithfulness has walked beside me
The winter storms made way for spring
In every season, from where I’m standing
Chorus

I see the evidence of Your goodness
All over my life, all over my life
I see Your promises in fulfillment
All over my life, all over my life
2. Help me remember when I’m weak
Fear may come but fear will leave
You lead my heart to victory
You are my strength 
and You always will be

Bridge

See the cross, the empty grave
The evidence is endless
All my sin rolled away
Because of You, oh Jesus
ending

Why should I fear, the evidence is here

EVIDENCE / J. Baldwin

Mercy shines like the sun 
in the morning
Chasing the dark into blue skies
Giving me hope for the day
A new song of praise

And mercy
It falls like the rain upon me
Taking away all my sorrows
Covering all of my shame
And now I can sing

Hallelujah
I’m washed 
in the blood of the Lamb
Hallelujah
I’m forgiven
Yes, I’m forgiven

MERCY/ r. delmore
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Leader Keep alert,
 stand firm in your faith,
 be courageous, be strong.
 Let all that you do be done in love.
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  —1 Cor. 16:13-14

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All	 He	is	risen,	indeed!	Alleluia!	Amen!

THE BENEDICTION & SENDING

	 	 G RAC E 	 PA SAD ENA’ S 	V I S ION 	 S TAT EMENT

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

	 	 G RAC E 	 PA SAD ENA’ S 	 COR E 	VA LU E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

  A N N O U N C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S
• 5/21:  Adult Formation series continues. Join us for the last class on 5/21 about the ways 

the story line of Scripture is reflected in stories and films.

  Scan the QR code below for more details, other announcements and contact information!

Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen

DOXOLOGY / T. Ken

JAN-DEC ‘22 JAN-APR ‘23* MAY ‘23*

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS  _____ $546,803 $136,429 $12,575

BUDGETED GIVING  ________________ 501,000 161,000 44,000

DIFFERENCE  _______________________ +45,803 -24,571 -15,730

* as of 5/11/2023; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

6 T H S U N DAY  O F  E A S T E R
M AY  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3

“The love of Jesus is not just a sentiment or a feeling. 
It is a way of life that calls us to love our neighbors, to 

seek justice for the oppressed, and to sacrifice ourselves 
for the sake of others.”

TIMOTHY KELLER | generous JustiCe

“The grace of Jesus Christ is not just a one-time event; it 
is an ongoing reality. It is the power that sustains us and 

enables us to live out our faith in the world.” 

SOONG CHA RAH | the next evangeliCalism

“The grace of Jesus Christ is a love that reaches down 
to us, even in our brokenness, and offers us hope and 

redemption. It is a love that calls us to extend that same 
grace and love to others.”

MARILYNNE ROBINSON| When i Was a Child

  T H E  C H U R C H  CA L E N DA R
“The fullness of the resurrection requires more than a day to 
unpack. The Easter season is a fifty-day celebration that ends on 
Pentecost Sunday (the Greek word pentekoste means “fiftieth”). 
The Easter season is a time to let the implications of the resurrection 
sink in deeper, inviting us to realign our worldview and conform 
our living to the reality that we have been raised with Christ to 
new life. Easter is full of joy and the laughter of love— the grave 
is empty, love has won, Christ is risen! Give yourself over to the 
experience of that joy...”

– from “Seeking God’s Face” by Philip Reinders

Advent

ChristmAs

epiphAny

Lent

EASTER
penteCost

ordinAry time

SONGS OF RESPONSE & CELEBRATION

1. Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in Thee;
let the water and the blood
from Thy wounded side which flowed
be of sin the double cure,
save from wrath and make me pure!

2. Could my tears forever flow?
Could my zeal no longer know?
For these sins what could atone?
Thou must save and Thou alone!
In my hand no price I bring,
simply to the cross I cling!

3. While I draw this final breath,
and my eyes shall close in death;
when I rise to worlds unknown,
and behold Thee on Thy throne:
Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in Thee!

ROCK OF AGES / a. Toplady


