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REFLECTIONS

“Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before! 
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from a store. 

What if Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!”

DR. SEUSS

“Today the darkness begins to grow shorter and the light to lengthen, as the 
hours of night become fewer.... Realize that the true light is now here and, 

through the rays of the gospel, is illumining the whole earth.”

GREGORY OF NYSSA

The following service takes about 15-20 minutes. Simple by nature, it is 
easily adapted for individuals, groups or families. 

Christ comes to us in the flesh to reconcile us to God and to another. 
Christ comes to us as the Light of the World to overcome sin and darkness, 
bearing the gracious gift of new life for you, your neighbor and the world. 
Christ has come and is coming again to complete his work of redemption 
and restoration. Wherever you may be on this Sunday and with whomever 
you share it, may this time of worship draw you deeper into the wonderful 

Good News of Jesus’s coming.



Call to Worship
Leader The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
 on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
 a light has dawned. Jesus Christ is our life and light.
 In his name and in his power, let us worship God!
Together We have walked in darkness, but we have seen a great light.
 For unto us a child is born, to us the Son of God is given.
 He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!

Christmas Prayer of Adoration
Together When all things in silence lay
 and the night was in the midst of her course,
 your Word leaped down from your royal throne, O God. 
 So we rejoice and give you praise,
 that your Word may live in us
 and that we may glorify you forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Christmas Candle
(If using, light the four Advent candles and the center Christmas candle)
Leader Why do we light these candles?
Together To remember Jesus Christ is the light of the word, 
 God who comes to us and makes his dwelling among us!

Christmas Hymn - Angels We Have Heard on High
1. Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
RefRain

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heavenly song?

3. Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
4. See Him in a manger laid,
whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts in love we raise.

Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. And while hey were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Silence is kept- What do you notice stirring in you?

Christmas Hymn - Joy to the World
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven
and nature sing!
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, 
hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make His blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
4. He rules the world 
with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness,
and wonders of His love,
and wonders of His love,
and wonders, wonders of His love.

Philippians 2:3-11
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.
Silence is kept - What do you notice stirring in you? After a few moments, take 
some time to share your responses to the passage or to journal.

Giving Thanks & Naming Burdens
Take a few moments to reflect on the goodness of the Advent season and to 
give thanks for all God has given. Also take time to reflect on the sorrows you 
continue to carry and where you long for the joy of Christmas to infiltrate 
more deeply. And then pray the following Christmas Prayers of the People.



Christmas Hymn - Go tell it on the mountain

RefRain

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.
1. While shepherds 
kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth.
3. Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.

The Nunc Dimitis - The Song of Simeon
Together Lord, you now have set your servant free
 to go in peace as you have promised; 
 for these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, 
 whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
 A Light to enlighten the nations, 
 and the glory of your people Israel. Amen

The Christmas Benediction
Together The joy of the angels,
 the eagerness of the shepherds,
 the perseverance of the Magi,
 the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
 and the peace of the Christ child be ours this Christmas.
 And the blessing of God almighty,
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon us
 and remain with us always. Amen!

* Corporate Sunday worship resumes on January 8, 2023.

Christmas Prayers of the People
Leader The salvation of our God has appeared. Alleluia!
Together Shout to the Lord, all the earth. Alleluia!
Leader O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty Word, 

sustaining the universe: Renew our lives by your presence.
Together Lord, have mercy.
Leader O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the  

liberation of all creation: Release all into your promised freedom.
Together Lord, have mercy.
Leader O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a stable 

at Bethlehem: May your church be a sign of hope and joy. 
Together Lord, have mercy.
Leader O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in 

fulfillment of their expectations: Fulfill our desires in you.
Together Lord, have mercy.
Leader O Christ, born of the virgin Mary, child of wonder and splendor, 

Mighty God of all ages, Prince of Peace: May the whole world 
live in peace and justice. 

Together Lord, have mercy. Amen.
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