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The Christian and Civil Government
Chapter 16

I.      Five biblical principles.

        A.      The principle of supreme allegiance. 

                  1.      To those who affirm the supremacy of Christ, we look to His Word as our final
                            authority.

                  2.      The Christian worldview is founded on a commitment to the lordship of Jesus
                            Christ (Romans 10:9).

9 [a]that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, 
[b]resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, [c]resulting in salvation.

                  3.      We recognize that Jesus is Lord over all creation, all nations, the church and the
                            lives of individual believers (Acts 10:36; Romans 10:12; Philippians 2:9-11).

Acts 10:36

36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching [a]peace through Jesus Christ 
(He is Lord of all)—

Romans 10:12

12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
abounding in riches for all who call on Him;

Philippians 2:9-11

9 For this reason also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

                   4.      Since Jesus is our highest authority, we submit to Him first and foremost (Acts 
                            4:18-20).

Acts 4:18-20

18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all 
[a]in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, make your own judgment; 20 
for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
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                     5.      Our allegiance to Christ underscores our citizenship is in heaven, we are
                              simply sojourners of this world (Philippians 3:20-21; Hebrews 11:13; 1 John
                              2:16-17).

Philippians 3:20-21

20 For our [a]citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our lowly condition into conformity 
with [b]His glorious body, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all 
things to Himself.

Hebrews 11:13

13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen and welcomed 
them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the 
earth.

1 John 2:16-17

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away 
and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God continues to live forever.

                      6.      One day we will have to give and account to Jesus Christ—not Caesar! (2
                               Corinthians 5:10).

2 Corinthians 5:10

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
compensation for [a]his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has 
done, whether good or bad.

            B.      The principle of sovereign appointment.

                      1.      We recognize that ALL human authority is delegated by God, who is
                                sovereign over all rulers and kingdoms.      

                      2.      God is supreme authority over the entire universe. No authority exists without
                               His express permission and sovereign determinization (Psalm 10:16; 22:28;
                               47:8).

Psalm 10:16

16 The Lord is King forever and ever;
Nations have perished from His land.

Psalm 22:28

28 For the kingdom is the Lord’s
And He rules over the nations.
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Psalm 47:8

8 God reigns over the nations,
God [a]sits on His holy throne.

                         3.      Those in government are accountable to God for how they govern (Romans
                                  13:6)

Romans 13:6

6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves 
to this very thing.

                         4.      God designed government and its role (Romans 13:1-6). Primarily it is to
                                  promote good, protect the righteous while preventing evil and punishing
                                  wrong doers.

Romans 13:1-6

13 Every [a]person is to be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except [b]from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore [c]whoever 
resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will 
receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for [d]good 
behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you 
will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do 
what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a servant of God, 
an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be 
in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because 
of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very 
thing.

                          5.      God will bring to judgement the actions of wicked rulers (Psalm 11:1-7).

Psalm 11

The Lord, a Refuge and Defense.
For the music director. A Psalm of David.
11 In the Lord I take refuge;
How can you say to my soul, “Flee as a bird to your mountain?
2 For, behold, the wicked bend the bow,
They have [a]set their arrow on the string
To shoot in darkness at the upright in heart.
3 If the foundations are destroyed,
What can the righteous do?”

4 The Lord is in His holy temple; the [b]Lord’s throne is in heaven;
His eyes see, His eyelids test the sons of mankind.
5 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked,
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And His soul hates one who loves violence.
6 He will rain [c]coals of fire upon the wicked,
And brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup.
7 For the Lord is righteous, He loves [d]righteousness;
The upright will see His face.

         C.      The principle of secular animosity.

                   1.      All Christians should expect to suffer at the hands of those who are a part of the
                            world.

                            a.      Although God designed government for specific purposes to promote
                                     good and restrain and punish evil, due to man’s fallen nature, they often 
                                     do the opposite.

                   2.      The Lord warned His believers they would be mistreated and persecute by 
                            hostile government authorities (Matthew 10:16-20).

Matthew 10:16-20

16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be as wary as serpents, 
and as innocent as doves. 17 But be on guard against people, for they will hand you over to 
the courts and flog you in their synagogues; 18 and you will even be brought before 
governors and kings on My account, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But 
when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for what you are 
to say will be given you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who are speaking, but it is the 
Spirit of your Father who is speaking [a]in you.

                   3.      Jesus Himself was falsely accused, unjustly tried and finally crucified by a
                            wicked government.

                   4.      Passages like Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 should be interpreted against
                            a backdrop of persecution and suffering.

Even when they are persecuted, believers are still commanded to maintain an attitude of 
submission toward those in authority.

          D.      The principle of submissive attitude (In light of the submit to govt. passages).

                    1.      As a rule, believers are to obey those in authority over them. However there
                             will be times when they are not able to comply because they must obey God.

                    2.      If one is unsubmissive to a government, they are ultimately being
                             unsubmissive to God.

                    3.      Being submissive to government one can maintain a clear conscience before
                             the Lord (Romans 13:5).

  Romans 13:5
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5 Therefore it is necessary to be5 in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for the 
sake of conscience.

                    4.      The way in which a Christian responds godly to government can be a 
                              testimony of light to a dark world.

                    5.      Believers are to pray for those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2).
1 Timothy 2:1-2

2 First of all, then, I urge that requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made in 
behalf of all people, 2 for kings and all who are in [a]authority, so that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and [b]dignity.

           E.      The principle of spheres of authority.    

                     1.      While believers are called to submit to human rulers, they also recognize that
                               some matters fall outside of the jurisdiction of civil authority.

                               a.      Ex. Doctrinal convictions, worship and worship services, church polity
                                        etc.  (let things of God’s be God’s…)

                     2.      Example from Paul in a Christians relationship with the sphere of law and the 
                              Christian (1 Corinthians 6:1-9).

                     3.      Spheres of authority:

                              a.      Citizens should submit to the government in civil matters.

                              b.      Children should submit to parents in family matters.

                              c.      Believers are to submit to the elders in ecclesiastical matters

                                       -- 1 Corinthians 16:16

1 Corinthians 6:1-9

6 Does any one of you, when he has a [a]case against [b]his neighbor, dare to go to law 
before the unrighteous and not before the [c]saints? 2 Or do you not know that the 
[d]saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to form 
the smallest [e]law courts? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more 
matters of this life? 4 So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, [f]do you 
appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church? 5 I say this to your shame. Is 
it so, that there is not among you anyone wise who will be able to decide between his 
brothers and sisters, 6 but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?

7 Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. 
Why not rather suffer the wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 On the contrary, you 
yourselves do wrong and defraud. And this to your brothers and sisters!

Hebrews 13:17
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17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who 
will give an account. [a]Let them do this with joy and not [b]with grief, for this would be 
unprofitable for you.

II.     Exceptions.

        A.      An order to do what is wrong.

Should we take the mark of the beast? Revelation 13:15-17

15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the 
beast would even [a]speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to 
be killed. 16 And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the 
free men and the slaves, [b]to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, 17 
and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, 
either the name of the beast or the number of his name.

        B.      An order to stop doing what is right.

        C.      An order that contradicts a higher level of civil authority.

        D.      An order to stay silent in the face of evil.

        E.      An order to turn yourself in (for your faith).

It is ok to flee persecution

When a believer disobeys the govt. in order to obey God, they should be willing to accept the 
consequences without violence. You can flee, but if you get caught you are not to resist or 
avenge (Acts 5:40-42).

40 They [a]took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered 
them not to [b]speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41 So they went on their 
way from the presence of the [c]Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to 
suffer shame for His name. 42 And every day, in the temple and [d]from house to house, 
they [e]kept right on teaching and [f]preaching Jesus as the [g]Christ.


