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Civil Government 1 
Chapter 16 

This may be the most important section of the book, or rather the most time relevant. How we 
view government can affect all areas of life…especially our religious freedom….why?.... Covid! 

There is a difference between government and politics…? 

Government and politics are two interrelated terms in social science. Government refers to a 
group of authorized people who govern a country or state at a given time. Politics refer to the 
process used by the government to govern the country or state. Government mainly refers to a 
select group of people whereas politics refer to a process. This is the main difference between 
government and politics. 

O.     Theory of Govt: 

         1. Caesars (Mark 12:17) 
         2. God’s 
         3. All God’s, Caesar within 
         4. All God’s, no Caesar   theocracy or theonomy 

Theocracy. Theocracy is made up of the two Greek parts theos, meaning God, and kratia, 
meaning government. It describes a place that exists under the governance of God (or, 
historically, it has been used to describe a place that exists under the governance of those who are 
believed to be divine leaders.) Thus, a democracy is under the governance of the people: demos 
meaning people and kratia meaning government. 

Theonomy. Theonomy is made up of the two Greek parts theos, meaning God, and nomos, 
meaning law. It describes people who exist under the law of God. Thus, autonomy is a person 
under his own law. 

Christian Reconstructionism. Christian Reconstructionism describes the concept of 
reconstructing (or reforming) society and believes the only way this will truly happen is under 
the governance and law of God. 

     

I.      The purpose of civil government: 
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God established governments to bring multiple benefits to human societies—this extends past 
His people (Israel) and His Church. Government is a common grace for all people. God actually 
designed civil government for His purposes (like He did marriage and parenting). 

What this section hopefully will do for us it to better understand the purpose for, the limitations 
and extent of, and the relationship to our civil government 

         A.      To restrain evil  

         B.      To punish wrongdoers  

         C.      To preserve order  

II.     Old Testament foundations. 

         A.      The first indication of God’s establishment of a “civil government” in human society 
                   happened when Noah and his family stepped out of the ark (Genesis 9:5-6). 

5 I certainly will require [a]your lifeblood; [b]from every animal I will require it. And [c]from 
every person, [d]from every man as his brother I will require the life of a person. 

6 Whoever sheds human blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed, 
For in the image of God 
He made mankind. 

Here God immediately gives man the most severe punishment for the taking of life. This can be 
seen as God placing the highest value on life… so violating this value through murder requires 
the highest punishment. All other crimes would be lesser crimes yielding lesser penalties. This 
“law” was established in the earliest time period, way before the Law was established. This 
shows its supremacy with God’s values.  

          B.      Early on in human history, God established that no law is a “highly destructive evil”. 

This is an important point. The idea of anarchy… “a state of disorder due to absence or 
nonrecognition of authority.” Is worse than an evil government. When there is no govt, no evil is 
restrained. So a basically corrupt, weak government restrains at some level, rampant evil. 

When there is no restraint through govt. people make up their own morality and standards, and 
history has shown society collapses and people begin to do horrible things to one another. 

What about Hitler’s govt?. How could that have been better than no govt.? 

Examples of anarchy can be seen in the book of Judges.  

                    1.      Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was  
                             right in his own eyes. 
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III.     New Testament evidence. 

          A.      Romans 13:1-7—the longest passage in the New Testament regarding government. 

 13 Every [a]person is to be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except [b]from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore [c]whoever 
resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive 
condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for [d]good behavior, 
but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have 
praise from the same; 4 for it is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, 
be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a servant of God, an avenger 
who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in 
subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of 
this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very 
thing. 7 Pay to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; 
[e]respect to whom [f]respect; honor to whom honor.     

                     1.      Government  authorities are appointed by God (13:1). 

Remember Jesus’s response to Pilate during His trial “You would have no authority over me at 
all unless it has been given to you from above”—John 19:11notice that Pilate was chosen by 
God but he was not considered exactly a “good” politician! 

This is always a tension for us. Did God choose Adolph Hitler? There is NO authority not 
appointed from God! 

                      2.      Civil rulers are a ‘terror to [bad] conduct (13:3). 

They restrain evil by threat of punishment. 

                      3.      Civil rulers give praise to those who do good (13:3). 

                      4.      Civil rulers are God’s servants for the general good of all in society (13:4). 

They build roads, infrastructure, playgounds, schools, etc. 

                      5.      Civil officials serve God (13:4,6). 

                      6.      Civil rulers are “good” as they carry out their work (13:4). 

That is, work that God has ordained them to do. When they do what God intended them to 
do, that is good. Of course they do not do ALL good things. They are not “good” if they do 
evil. 

Daniel 4:27-- 27 Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you: wipe away your sin 
by doing righteousness, and your wrongdoings by showing mercy to the poor, in case there 
may be a prolonging of your prosperity.’ 
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        7.      Civil rulers carry out retribution for those who do wrong (13:4). 

Servant of God is “an avenger” who brings wrath on the evil one. Interesting point Grudem 
makes. 

In Romans 12:19-- Never take your own revenge, beloved, but [a]leave room for the wrath 
of God, for it is written: “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 

Then, just a few verses later (remember that back then there were no reference numbers—
chapters and verse numbers, so this is close to the next statement: 

Romans 13:4—God’s wrath is carried out through civil government.  

        B.      1 Peter 2:13-14—A similar view of the role of government. 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as 
the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent [a]by him for the punishment of evildoers 
and the praise of those who do right. 

        C.      What about turning the other cheek? Matthew 5:39 

Interesting that today there is a fairly big movement to not punish wrongdoers. This includes the 
defunding of the police, closing down of prisons, and getting rid of restitution. All this, however, 
is not an attempt to be biblical, it is a result of a humanist world view: 

■ Man is basically good 

■ Man does evil as a result of oppression 

■ Get rid of the oppressor and you get rid of crime. 

39 But I say to you, do not show opposition against an evil person; but whoever slaps you 
on your right cheek, turn the other toward him also. 

This is not instruction to civil authorities but rather individuals. 

         D.      Would there be civil governments in a sinless world? 

One view—no, it would be a utopia, sinless people would be fully responsible and selfless. 

Another view—yes, it would be needed for the organization of good things for society: roads, 
parks, etc. 

IV.     Should Israel and their laws be a model for all societies in the world today? 

          A.      Israel’s laws were based on the Old Covenant and we are now under the New  
                    Covenant.  

          B.      God gave the laws specifically, exclusively to Israel: 
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                    1.      Israel was a theocracy—Exodus 19:6 “a kingdom of priests and a holy  
                             nation. 

          C.      Israel was held to “higher laws” than the rest of the world—death sentences for 
                    many offenses other than murder (sexual sin, promoting false religion, etc.). 

V.      God is sovereign over all nations and all people are accountable to him—Isaiah 13-23 

Exodus 9:16 God through Moses said to Pharaoh, “for this purpose I have raised you up, to 
show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.   

VI.     Governments should serve the people and seek the good of the people and the nation. 

          A.      Government exists for the good of the people, not for the good of the king. (1 
                    Samuel 12:3-4). 

3 Here I am; testify against me before the Lord and His anointed. Whose ox have I taken, 
or whose donkey have I taken, or whom have I exploited? Whom have I oppressed, or from 
whose hand have I taken a bribe to close my eyes with it? I will return it to you.” 4 And 
they said, “You have not exploited us or oppressed us, or taken anything from anyone’s 
hand.” 

VII.    Citizens should be subject to government and obey its laws—Always? 

          A.      Romans 13:1-2; 1 Peter 2:13-14 

          B.      When is it right to disobey government? 

                    1.     When obedience results in disobeying a command of God Himself.  

                            a.      The classic case—Acts 5:29 

Jesus had commanded the disciples to preach the gospel. The Jewish authorities arrested some of 
them and ordered them to not speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:18). Peter and 
John responded saying “we must obey God rather than man”. 

                            b.      Daniel 3:13-20—The command to bow down and worship a golden 
                                     statue. 

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar began 
speaking and said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, that you do not 
serve my gods, nor worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready, at 
the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, [a]lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe, and 
all kinds of musical instruments, to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, very 
well. But if you do not worship, you will [b]immediately be thrown into the midst of a 
furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can rescue you from my hands?” 
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16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego replied to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we are not in 
need of an answer to give you concerning this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire; [c]and He will rescue us from your 
hand, O king. 18 But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not 
going to serve your gods nor worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 

                            c.      Daniel 6:10—Daniel disobeyed the law prohibiting from worshipping 
                                     God. 

10 Now when Daniel learned that the document was signed, he entered his house (and in his 
roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his 
knees three times a day, praying and offering praise before his God, just as he had been 
doing previously. 

Covid lockdowns of churches. 

There is a clear demarcation between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world…The 
classic statement from Jesus about rendering to Caesar what is Caesar’s. The second part of 
that is and to God the things that are God’s.  Mark 12:17 

We could conclude then that anything Caesar demands pr asks for or for us to do we are to do it 
UNLESS it is something of God’s. 

A time is coming (hopefully soon!) when all the kingdoms of this world come into subjection of 
Jesus Christ and into His kingdom and He will reign in perfect righteousness forever and ever 
(Rev.11:15). Until then, there will always be tension between the two ealms. 

A problem for us is that the government is constantly encroaching on the things of God. Today 
there is legislation in place, pending and proposed that would/is handing the power to Caesar to 
control and regulate His church. 

There is even a proposed legislation to silence part of the biblical message by charging it as “hate 
speech”. 

Example of Grace Community VS California 

VIII.  Five Biblical principles regarding the believers response to and relationship with  
          government.  

          A.      Supreme allegiance.  

                    1.      Christ is the head of the church. As the Lord of His people, He is our highest  
                             (supreme) authority. 

When God and government collide, we must obey Christ rather than men. 
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                             a.      The Christian worldview is founded on the commitment to the lordship  
                                      of Jesus Christ (Romans 10:9).     

  9 [a]that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 

                             b.      We recognize that Jesus is Lord over all creation (Acts 10:36), all nations  
                                       (Romans 10:12), the church (Ephesians 1:19-23) and the life of  
                                       individual believer (Romans 14:7-9). 

                           c.      Since Jesus is our highest authority we always submit to Him first and 
                                    foremost.  

                           d.      Our allegiance to Christ is underscored by the reality that we are first and  
                                    foremost citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20-21). 

                           e.      One day we will give an account to Christ (Romans 14:12). 

                           f.      Because of our supreme allegiance to Christ, His word serves as our 
                                    highest authority. 

                           g.      As Christians, we demonstrate our love for Him through our obedience to 
                                    Him (John 14:15). 

        B.      Sovereign appointment.  

                  1.      All human authority is delegated by God, who is sovereign over all rulers and 
                           kingdoms.      

                           a.      God is sovereign over the entire universe. 

                           b.      After creating the entire universe, God gave human beings authority to 
                                    rule the earth. (Genesis 1:26-30).  

                           c.      Those in government are accountable to God for how they exercise the 
                                    authority He has given them (Romans 13:6). 

                           d.      When Government abuses its power, using its authority in ways that are 
                                    outside of God-designed purpose, it does so in violation of God’s law. 

         C.      Secular animosity. 

                  1.      As Christians we should expect to suffer at the hands of those who are a part of  
                           the world.  

                           a.      Though God designed government to promote and protect good and to 
                                    prevent and punish evil, fallen human governments often do the opposite. 
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                           b.      Throughout history, hostile governments have been a primary prosecutor 
                                    of the people of God.  

                           c.      Jesus warned believers they would suffer persecution by hostile 
                                    governments (Matthew 10:16-20). 

                           d.      Jesus Himself was falsely accused, unjustly tries, and finally crucified by  
                                    wicked governing officials (who had been placed there by God!). 

                           e.      How Jesus navigated through His mistreatment is to be a model for us 
                                    today: He did not respond in anger, malice, violence or vengeance.  

                           f.      Passages like Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 should be interpreted 
                                    against the backdrop of persecution and suffering, because of the  
                                    in which they were written (Romans 12:14-21; 1 Peter 3:13-18). 

Romans 12:14-21 

14 Bless those who persecute [a]you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not 
be [b]haughty in mind, but [c]associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own 
estimation. 17 Never repay evil for evil to anyone. [d]Respect what is right in the sight of all 
people. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all people. 19 Never take 
your own revenge, beloved, but [e]leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written: 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his 
head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

1 Peter 3:13-18 

13 And who is [a]there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if 
you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you [b]are blessed. And do not fear their 
[c]intimidation, and do not be in dread, 15 but [d]sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a [e]defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 
the hope that is in you, but with gentleness and respect; 16 [f]and keep a good conscience so 
that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who disparage your good behavior in 
Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better, if [g]God should will it so, that you suffer for 
doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. 18 For Christ also [h]suffered for 
sins once for all time, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the [i]spirit; 

        D.      A submissive attitude. 



 9

                 1.      Believers are to have an attitude of submissiveness towards government (except  
                          when Government conflicts  with God’s standards.). 
              


