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Civil Government: Principles for Right Relationship 
Between Church and State 
Chapter 16 

I.      Caesar’s and God’s (Matthew 22:20-21) 

        A.      Jesus shows that there are to be two different spheres of influence: 

                  1.      The sphere of government. 

                  2.      The sphere if God’s. 

There are things only the government should deal with and things only the church should deal 
with. This showed that Jesus endorsed a different system from the one that was set up by the 
laws for the nation of Israel. 

[Discuss what belongs to each realm…and the difference from Israel’s government]       

        B.      The church should not govern “the things that are Caesar’s. 

Implications?... 
No N.T. evidence of the church being involved in civil government (esp. elders). 

Jesus Himself refused to be any govt. official 
Luke 12:13-14 

13 Now someone [a]in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But He said to him, “[b]You there—who appointed Me a judge or 
arbitrator over the two of you?” 

        C.      The civil government should not govern “the things that are God’s”. 

-- freedom to choose a religion (not forced by Govt.). 
-- Govt. should not control the church. 
-- The Govt. is not to appoint church leaders :elders, deacons, pastors. 
-- One reason for separation of church and state is that there are different classes of people. The 
church should not rule over non-Christians. The state should not rule over the church. 

        D.      The civil government should never try to compel religion. 
History shows abuses on both sides. The church has attempted to compel people to come to faith. 
Government has tried to compel people to a certain, specific religion. Consider Russia. 

Countries such as Saudi Arabia compels people to follow Islam. 
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Compelled govt. religion often leads to persecution. 

        E.      Biblical teachings against civil Governments compelling people to follow any certain 
                 religion. 

                 1.      Jesus distinguishing the realms of God and Caesar (Mt. 22:21). 

                 2.      Jesus refused to try and compel people to believe in Him (Lk 9:52-54). 

52 and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the 
Samaritans to [a]make arrangements for Him. 53 And they did not receive Him, because 
[b]He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 54 When His disciples James and John saw this, 
they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” 55 But He turned and rebuked them.[c] 

                  3.      Genuine faith cannot be forced (Mt. 11:28-30). 

28 “Come to Me, all [a]who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
[b]rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is comfortable, and My burden is light.” 

                  4.      Governments should support and encourage churches and bone fide religious 
                           groups in general. 

-- Churches often provide many benevolent benefits to society in general. 
-- A maintainer of morality resulting in less crime and conflict.  

                  5.      The most difficult church/state questions arise when people disagree over what  
                            belongs to each realm. 

-- Prayer in public school? 
-- 10 Commandments on the walls of public schools? 
-- What about the right to carry? 
-- What about abortion? 

II.     Governments should establish a strong and clear separation of church and state. 

         A.       The separation of powers—prevents any one group to gain too much power. 

         B.        Because of the sin nature of man, government should have limited powers.  

Even Jesus recognized the importance of a limited power philosophy in the church: 
A plurality of elders… 12 apostles not 1.    [Discuss how our church runs]. 

Things to consider regarding video: 

1.   How does D.W. compare to what we have discussed above regarding the separation of 
church and state? 
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2.   Did you hear or see anything in the discussion that was not biblical? 

3.   Those in the video who opposed Doug, were they justified (in a biblical context)? 

4.    Did what you see and hear in the video disturb or encourage you? Why? 


