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Lying and Telling Truth 
Chapter 12 

 

This may be a bit tedious at first, going through the minute details and argument as to what 
constitutes a lie, but it is necessary for when we get to some specific ethical challenges which 
occur within the context of apparent lies. Think Rahab. 

 

I.      The meaning of the ninth commandment. 

        A.      The idea of bearing a “false witness” (Deuteronomy 19:18). 

18 And the judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is a false witness and he 
has testified against his brother falsely, 

This is not against a stranger but against “your neighbor”, someone who you know well and they 
know you well. But the meaning here is much broader. It includes all lying and truthful speech in 
general.  

A 2014 survey of more than 1200 adults found that 76% said it’s ok to lie sometimes; 21% of the 
men admitted to lying on resumes, 16.3% of the women. 37.4% of men and 43.6 of the women 
admitted to lying to their parents; 21.5% men and 21.6 % women had lied to their spouses or 
significant others.  

Another survey found that people lie on the average of 10 times per week.  
University of Massachusetts-Amherst found 60% of people can go no longer than 10 minutes 
without telling a lie, and told an average of two to three lies during that time. 

By the age of 60 the average person will have told lies 88,000 times. 

II.     A definition of lying. 

        A.      The need for a precise definition. 

                  1.      Many do not realize the extent of lying nor that some lies are actually lies.  

                  2.      Lying includes verbally affirming something you believe to be false. 

                           a.      “An assertion contrary to the speakers belief”—Christopher Tollefsen 

        B.      Are all forms of deception “lies” and wrong? 

                  1.      Augustine—“Although everyone who lies wishes to hide what is true, yet not 
                           everyone who wishes to hide what is true tells a lie.” 

        C.      The Bible seems to refer to words spoken when it speaks of lying. 

                  1.      “Lying is affirming speech or writing something you believe to be false”— 
                           Wayne Grudem. 
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        D.      Things not included in lying. 

                  1.      Silence—Silence is not an affirmation of anything. 

Matthew 26:59-63 

59 Now the chief priests and the entire [a]Council kept trying to obtain false testimony 
against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. 60 They did not find any, even though 
many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward, 61 and said, “This man 
stated, ‘I am able to destroy the [b]temple of God and to rebuild it [c]in three days.’” 62 
The high priest stood up and said to Him, “Do You offer no answer for what these men are 
testifying against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I place 
You under oath by the living God, to tell us whether You are the [d]Christ, the Son of 
God.” 

                  2.      Nonverbal actions intended to mislead or deceive someone. 

Example given was leaving a light on in the house to make it look as though someone is home 
when in fact nobody is home. The action is intended to deceive one who might want to rob the 
house. The action itself is not right or wrong, neither true or false. All that can be concluded for 
sure is that a light was left on.  

                  3.      Ironic statements, especially in humor. 

Example—"That person is a pig” (maybe not so funny) not an affirmation. 

                  4.      Hyperbole—statements never meant to be taken as absolutely true.  

Jesus—"take the log out of your own eye.” 

                  5.      Unintentional falsehoods—anything you might say (affirm) to be true without 
                           knowing them to actually be false.  

         E.      Deceptive actions are not the same as verbal lies. 

                  1.      “Deceptive actions are the same as lying”        

                           a.      Deceptive actions are in some ways similar to, and in some ways different 
                                    than lying. 

                                    -- Actions are ambiguous and may have several meanings.  

                                    -- Verbal affirmations are not usually ambiguous.  

                           b.      The Bible treats actions and verbal affirmations differently 

                           c.      Lying—is specifically condemned by God (next section). 

                           d.      Verbal action is different than physical actions. 

                                     -- Physical actions have to be interpreted 
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                                     -- Interpretation of verbal actions are limited by the literal meaning of the 
                                         words.  

                                     -- I could be shaking my side to side: one could conclude many things, it  
                                        doesn’t necessarily mean I’m “saying” no.  

Me leaving the light on to discourage (deceive) – If one sees the light on, they might conclude 
different things: careless regarding energy conservation, someone is home, nobody is home but 
left in a hurry, nobody is home and they are trying to trick a burglar. 

If I say “I left the light on to conserve energy”… you would have to conclude one of two 
possibilities: 1. I left the lights on to conserve energy. 2. I am lying and I left the lights on to trick 
a burglar.           

                            e.      The Bible makes a distinction: Romans 9:1 

9 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience testifies with me in the Holy 
Spirit, 

III.    Biblical statements regarding the condemnation of lying. 

        A.      The Bible has extensive teachings regarding the condemnation of lying (see pages 
                  315-316). 

                  1.      Job 27:4 My lips certainly will not speak unjustly, Nor will my tongue  
                           mutter deceit. 

                  2.      Psalm 5:6 You destroy those who speak lies; The Lord loathes the person of 
                           bloodshed and deceit. 

                  3.      Acts 5:3-4 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie 
                           to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the proceeds of the land? 4 
                           While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was 
                           sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived  
                           this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men, but to God.” 

IV.    The character of God for the basis of not lying. 

         A.      God cannot lie (Proverbs 30:5) 

Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. 

                  1.     Ephesians 5:1 tells us to be imitators of God, when we lie we are not imitators of 
                          God. 

                  2.      When we lie we are imitators of Satan (John 8:44). 

44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in 
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him. Whenever he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the 
father of lies. 

                     3.      Lying therefore dishonors God           

          B.       Jesus never found it necessary to lie.  

Hebrews 4:15 tells us that “in every respect, Christ has been tempted as we are, yet without 
sin” Jesus had experienced in some form every ethical situation we have been or ever will be in. 
He never sinned.  

V.      The Biblical narrative examples of lying do not overturn the conclusion that lying is 
          always wrong.            

There are examples withing Scripture that illustrate lying, we are not to conclude that the Bible 
condones lying. The Bible also has some very graphic passages regarding sinful sexual activity, 
murder, and other big sins. Some have concluded that some passages show that God sometimes 
approves of lying: 

          A.      Rahab’s lie—Rahab DID lie to the men who were looking for the Hebrew spies 
                    (Joshua 2:1-7). 

2 Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, 
view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute whose 
name was Rahab, and rested there. 2 But it was told to the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, 
men from the sons of Israel have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 And the king of 
Jericho sent word to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have 
entered your house, for they have come to spy out all the land.” 4 But the woman had taken 
the two men and hidden them, and she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know 
where they were from. 5 It came about, when it was time to shut the gate at dark, that the 
men went out; I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will 
overtake them.” 6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them in the stalks 
of flax which she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men pursued them on the road to 
the Jordan, to the crossing places; and as soon as those who were pursuing them had gone 
out, they shut the gate. 

Does this passage show us that God did approve of Rahab’s lie? 

                     1.      Context—Rahab was a prostitute. There was no proof in the passage that she 
                              had any morals or understanding of God’s values.  

                     2.      Assumption—we should not assume the Bible was praising her for her lie or  
                              that she should be living a godly life even though she didn’t know what a 
                              godly life would be like. 

                     3.      New Testament commentary—Hebrews 11:31 tells us that Rahab is 
                              commended on her faith. 
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31 By faith the prostitute Rahab did not perish along with those who were disobedient, 
after she had welcomed the spies [a]in peace. 

James 2:25 

25 In the same way, was Rahab the prostitute not justified by works also when she received 
the messengers and sent them out by another way? 

                      4.      Nowhere in Scripture is a lie considered a good thing. 

            B.      The Hebrew Midwives (Exodus 1:15-21) 

15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom [a]was named 
Shiphrah, and the other [b]was named Puah; 16 and he said, “When you are helping the 
Hebrew women to give birth and see them upon the birthstool, if it is a son, then you shall 
put him to death; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.” 17 But the midwives [c]feared 
God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had [d]commanded them, but let the boys live. 18 
So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this 
thing, and let the boys live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew 
women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 
midwife [e]can get to them.” 20 So God was good to the midwives, and the people 
multiplied, and became very [f]mighty. 21 And because the midwives [g]feared God, He 
[h]established [i]households for them. 

                       1.      The statement of the midwives may have been true. It is possible that the 
                                midwives were delayed. 

                       2.      God favored the midwives not because of the apparent lie, but rather because 
                                “they let the male children live” 

              C.     Is there ever a time or circumstance that would require one to lie? 

                       1.      Is lying in order to protect life acceptable? 

                                a.      One view—We have no obligation to tell the truth to people who are 
                                         threatening life (as well as other sins). 

                                b.      Another view—it is never right to lie. 

                                c.     And then another view—there are always other options than to lie. 

                                        -- silence is a possibility. 

                                        -- distraction another. 

Read example on pg 327-328 

                                d.      “The Tragic Moral Choice”—Forced to make a lesser sin to avoid the 
                                         greater sin. 
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According to Grudem the Bible there are no such tragic moral choices. This is also referred to as 
“situation ethics”. The argument against this is that it will/could lead a person down a road to 
compromise. 

Downward Progression 

1. It is sometimes right to lie to preserve human life…. 

2. to…It is right to lie when it does more good than harm. 

3. to…it is right to lie if you think it will bring a good result.  

4. It is sometimes right to break other commands of the Bible when it will do more good than 
harm. 

                    2.      The broader results of lying or not lying: What will result from the action? 

See pg 330 for list 

                       


