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Protecting God’s Honor 
No Other God: Chapter 9 

 

Goals in this section:   To answer “why is a right relationship with God the first requirement for 
studying ethics and making good ethical decisions? 

I.      The meaning of the first commandment (Exodus 20:1-2) 

Exodus 20:1-3 

20 Then God spoke all these words, saying, 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
[a]slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods [b]before Me.” 

        A.      This command was given to a particular people for a particular time. 

                  1.      “You” is a “singular pronoun” indicating that God is addressing the people of 
                            Israel as  individuals who are accountable to Him personally. 

                  2.      “Before Me” has a few  possibilities in meaning. 

                           a.      It could be the idea of having other god’s literally in the face of God. 

                           b.      It could be positional, placing other gods in front of the line above God. 

Grudem doesn’t accept that view because it could suggest you may have many gods just don’t 
put any of them in a position higher than the true God.  

                           c.      It certainly is the idea that God is to be first and foremost in your life.  

Deuteronomy 6:4-5  

4 “Hear, Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 5 And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

       B.      The reason this is the first commandment. 

                 1.      All of life for the believer begins with their relationship with God. 

                 2.      This commandment sets up the basis for the other nine to follow. 

Psalm 111:10 

10 The [a]fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

All those who [b]follow His commandments have a good understanding; 

His praise endures forever. 
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               3.      To make Godly decisions (decisions that glorify God) we must begin with 
                         knowing who God is and have a right relationship with Him. 

               4.      The idea of having nothing before God reminds us that all of life (all of our 
                        decisions) is lived in the presence of God. 

Proverbs 15:3 

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 

Watching the evil and the good. 

      B.      Ignoring the first commandment results in much evil (Romans 3:10-18). 

Romans 3:10-18 

10 as it is written: 

“There is no righteous person, not even one; 

11 There is no one who understands, 

There is no one who seeks out God; 

12 They have all turned aside, together they have become [a]corrupt; 

There is no one who does good, 

There is not even one.” 

13 “Their throat is an open grave, 

With their tongues they keep deceiving,” 

“The venom of [b]asps is under their lips”; 

14 “Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”; 

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood, 

16 Destruction and misery are in their paths, 

17 And they have not known the way of peace.” 

18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

The Ten Commandments have been taken out of the public schools (I’m not suggesting they 
should be there) which represents the removal of the biblical God from the marketplace. I believe 
much of the calamity of today is the rejection of what the first commandment is commanding.  

         C.      The absence of the first commandment in the secular world results in tentative, 
                   fluctuating standards.  
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The basis for decisions in the secular world is basically pragmatic…what works. What is “best” 
for the most… these are always in flux. As societies values and morals change, so do societies 
“ethic” standards for decision making. 

II.     Application to life: other gods today. 

What stands in the way of this commandment today in our culture. 

         A.      The diversity of societies: Polytheism. 

                   1.      All false religions—All religions other than Christianity are false.  

                   2       Atheism. 

Even though atheist claim they believe in no god, they replace god with something/someone else 
(usually themselves!).   

                   3.      “Idols”—anything that one places higher than God—they “worship”, value, 
                             serve and trust more than the one true God. 

                             a.      Money. 

                             b.      Material things. 

                             c.      Food and physical pleasure. 

                             d.      Approval of other people.  

Galatians 1:10 

10 For am I now seeking the favor of people, or of God? Or am I striving to please people? 
If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 

                             e.      Semireligious or spiritual practices: Spiritual yoga, types of meditation, 
                                      psychics,  

Calvin said “man is a perpetual factory of idols”. 

The problem with all these is plenty! Most require an “emptying of the self” rather than the 
“filling up with the Holy Spirit”. Some require conjuring up ungodly spirits.  

                             f.      Power—power over people 

Power corrupts 

 Power tends to corrupt,” said Lord Acton, the 19th-century British historian. “Absolute power 
corrupts absolutely.” His maxim has been vividly illustrated in psychological studies, notably the 
1971 Stanford Prison Experiment, which was halted when one group of students arbitrarily 
assigned to serve as “prison guards” over another group began to abuse their wards. 

However…  



4 
 

The Smithsonian magazine ran an article about a study that set out to determine if indeed power 
corrupts… interesting really… I’ll spare you the article but here is the final summery of their 
findings: 

“In sum, the study found, power doesn’t corrupt; it heightens pre-existing ethical tendencies. 
Which brings to mind another maxim, from Abraham Lincoln: “Nearly all men can stand 
adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character, give him power.” 

                              g.      The self—For many people, the greatest idol of all is the “self”. 

“It’s all about me!...my needs, my wants, my glory.” 

 

“No Carved Images: Chapter 10 

 

I.      The second commandment: Exodus 20:4-6. 

Exodus 20:4-6 

4 “You shall not make for yourself [a]an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or 
on the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not worship them nor 
serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, inflicting the [b]punishment of the 
fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but 
showing [c]favor to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

         A.      The meaning of the commandment. 

                   1.      It prohibits making a carved image of any kind of God the Father. 

                            a.      Carved image—any object that is carved or chiseled out of wood, stone,  
                                     or metal (include plastics, castings, other materials) and then used for an 
                                     object of worship. 

                                     -- We are not to make God into a physical form to worship. 

Israel was guilty of breaking this commandment many times. Soon after the exodus from Egypt, 
the people of Israel provoked Aaron to make a physical object representing God Himself—this 
was not intended to be another god but actually a representation of God. 

Exodus 32:1-5 

32 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people assembled around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make us [a]a god who will go 
before us; for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt—we do not 
know what happened to him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Tear off the gold rings which are in 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the 
people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 Then 
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he took the gold from their [b]hands, and fashioned it with an engraving tool and made it 
into a cast metal calf; and they said, “[c]This is your god, Israel, who brought you up from 
the land of Egypt.” 5 Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of it; and Aaron 
made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 

What is so bad about making carved images of God?....what’s the big deal? 

1. Falls far, far short of His glory. The power of almighty God compared to a golden calf? 
2. The image of the calf fall far, for short of any representation of the infinite God…in fact, it 
suggest He is finite rather than infinite. 

                  2.      It also prohibits making and worshiping carved images of false gods.   

Remember when Solomon married many foreign wives, he also built temples and idols for the 
gods of these foreign women. 

1 Kings 11:7-8    

7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh, the abhorrent idol of Moab, on the 
mountain that is [a]east of Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abhorrent idol of the sons of 
Ammon. 8 He also did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed 
to their gods. 

         B.      The  reason for the commandment. 

                   1.      Our God is a jealous God (Exodus 20:4-5). 

                   2.      Man is the primary “image” of God—We are more like God than anything else 
                            created by Him. 

Moses gave a more detailed discussion on this commandment in Deut. 4:15-19. 

15 “So be very careful [a]yourselves, since you did not see any form on the day the Lord 
spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire, 16 so that you do not act corruptly and 
make a carved image for yourselves in the form of any figure, a representation of male or 
female, 17 a representation of any animal that is on the earth, a representation of any 
winged bird that flies in the sky, 18 a representation of anything that crawls on the ground, 
or a representation of any fish that is in the water below the earth. 19 And be careful not to 
raise your eyes to heaven and look at the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the heavenly 
[b]lights, and allow yourself to be drawn away and worship them and serve them, things 
which the Lord your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 

          C.      The commandment also prohibits us making mental images of God. 

God does not want us creating in our minds physical representations of Him… this brings up a 
contemporary situation…. What about movies that depict God as a human ( a black man, a 
woman, etc)? Think “The Shack”. 

Exodus 20:4 4 “You shall not make for yourself [a]an idol, or any likeness of what is in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. 
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II.     Questions regarding the application of this command to our lives today. 

        A.      What about depictions of Christ? Does this commandment apply to Jesus Christ as 
                  well? 

It is thought to be appropriate to think of Jesus as a man. So images in one’s mind or in art are 
not under the prohibition of idols.  

        B.      What about the arts? 

It seems that the prohibition is limited to those items carved might be worshipped. If there is no 
worship connected with the objects, it’s ok. 
God also commanded Israel to make certain artifacts for the temple. 

Of course the R. Catholic church may have some issues in all this? 

 

Purity of Speech: Chapter 11 

 

I.      The third commandment: Exodus 20:7 

Exodus 20:7 

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not [a]leave 
him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

         A.      The meaning of “name”. 

                   1.      In the Bible, a name refers not only as an identifier of the person, but also 
                            reveals something about the person’s character. 

A good example is Abram to Abraham in Genesis 17:5  

Genesis 17:5 

5 No longer shall you be named [a]Abram, 

But your name shall be [b]Abraham; 

For I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 

(The same for Sarai and Sarah which means “princess”. 

          B.      The meaning of “take…in vain”. 

                    1.      Literal translation—“You shall not lift up the name of the Lord your God to 
                             worthlessness. 
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The way in which one uses the name of God reflects what they think of God. This holds true for 
society as well. The more one (or society) strays from God the more the name of God will be 
misused (“Oh my God!”… “Jesus Christ!” ). 

A point in the book: Not only should we not use God’s namae in vain, but what we do say about 
God needs to honor Him and give glory to Him. In our prayers, do we give Him the reverence 
He deserves and requires (think, “hey Man in the sky…” or “ A cool buddy in heaven…” On the 
reverse side of that same coin, you could use very “churchy”, religious language in describing 
God and that would also be an abuse of the third commandment.  

Joking about God or with His name, mocking God,  

A great example of reverence is with Isaiah when he realized his sin to God in Isaiah 6:5 

5 Then I said, 

“Woe to me, for I am ruined! 

Because I am a man of unclean lips, 

And I live among a people of unclean lips; 

For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies.” 

          C.      This command covers all of life. 

                    1.      God made us “like” Him so we are to act “like Him” in all that we do. 

We are to imitate His moral character in all things. This is greatly shown in our decision making. 
We are to  make decisions as He would make the decision (not necessarily our inclination, ut 
His.) 

                    2.      In a broad since, every sin violates the third commandment. 

When a person sins, an image bearer of God, is portraying God in a bad and evil way. 

          D.      Categories of offensive speech. 

                    1.      Taking God’s name in vain. 

Any use of God’s name in an offensive and irreverent way (as described above). 

Leviticus 24:15-16 

15 You shall also speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘If anyone curses his God, then he will 
bear the responsibility for his sin. 16 Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the 
Lord must be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The stranger as 
well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death. 

                    2.      Cursing. 
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                             a.      Any wish or expression of condemnation on another person in the name 
                                      of the Lord. 

This is an inappropriate condemnation by God put on another person. 

1 Peter 3:9 

9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were 
called for the very purpose that you would inherit a blessing. 

1 Peter 2:21-23  

Christ Is Our Example 

21 For you have been called for this purpose, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you would follow in His steps, 22 He who committed no sin, nor 
was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 [a]and while being abusively insulted, He did not 
insult in return; while suffering, He did not threaten, but kept entrusting Himself to Him 
who judges righteously; 

                  3.      Using obscene or unclean language. 

                           a.      Differs from the above in that this includes all offensive language even  
                                    without God’s name. 

These are words that society deems as offensive (note that that bar is always being brought low!) 
This is probably what Paul meant in Ephesians 5:4 

4 and there must be no filthiness [a]or foolish talk, or vulgar joking, which are not fitting, 
but rather giving of thanks 

Ephesians 4:29 

29 Let no [a]unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but if there is any good word for 
edification [b]according to the need of the moment, say that, so that it will give grace to 
those who hear. 

Philippians 4:8 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is [a]lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

                   2.      The difference between polite and formal speech, common speech, and 
                            obscene, vulgar, unclean speech (see chart on pg 296). 

                            a.      When speech degenerates to the obscene, vulgar and unclean, the third 
                                     commandment has been broken.  

          E.      What about films, drama and other forms of entertainment?   
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                     1.      As long as God is not profaned, or there is not a misunderstanding that God’s 
                              word would tolerate or even promote evil, then it is possibly ok to be involved 
                              with (either to watch or participate in the production of.)    

The Bible itself at times depicts heathens in somewhat a dramatical sense, not as approval but to 
show the evil.  

                     2.      There is a difference between acting and actually doing the action. 

A pretend murder, one does not murder. Taking the name of God in vain, even though acting, is 
still taking the name of God in vain. 

           F.      What about oaths? 

                     1.      Definition of an oath—an appeal for God’s punishment if your statement is  
                              untruthful: “I swear to God”.  

When a  person swears an oath, it is as if he  were saying “If I am not telling the truth, I call on 
God to punish me for it.” 

                     2.      There are many oaths in the Bible: 

                              a.      Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:23. 

2 Corinthians 1:23 

23 But I call God as witness to my soul, that it was to spare you that I did not come again to 
Corinth. 

                              b.      Romans 1:9-10 

Romans 1:9-10 

9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my 
witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you, 10 always in my prayers requesting if 
perhaps now, at last by the will of God, I will succeed in coming to you. 

                    3.      It is morally acceptable for Christians to take oaths. 

The argument comes from what Jesus said on the Sermon on the Mount and how one interprets 
what Jesus said—Matthew 5:33-37 

Matthew 5:33-37 

33 “Again, you have heard that [a]the ancients were told, ‘[b]You shall not [c]make false 
vows, but shall fulfill your [d]vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, take no oath at all, 
neither by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of 
His feet, nor [e]by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you take an 
oath by your head, for you cannot make a single hair white or black. 37 But make sure 
your statement is, ‘[f]Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is [g]of evil origin. 
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Most think that Jesus is speaking not as to prohibit ALL oaths but rather all the oaths spoken in 
the context of people routinely telling lies to each other. In other words, Jesus was rebuking the 
MISUSE of oaths. This can be seen in what He said to the Pharisees regarding oaths in Matthew 
23. 

Matthew 23:16-17 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the [a]temple, that is nothing; 
but whoever swears by the gold of the [b]temple is obligated.’ 17 You fools and blind men! 
Which is [c]more important, the gold or the [d]temple that sanctified the gold? 

18 And you say, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, that is nothing; but whoever swears by the 
[a]offering that is on it is obligated.’ 19 You blind men, which is [b]more important, the 
[c]offering or the altar that sanctifies the [d]offering? 20 Therefore, the one who swears by 
the altar, swears both by [e]the altar and by everything on it. 21 And the one who swears 
by the [f]temple, swears both by [g]the temple and by Him who dwells in it. 22 And the one 
who swears by [h]heaven, swears both by the throne of God and by Him who sits upon it. 

When Jesus (and James in James 5:12) seems to condemn oaths, most likely they are 
encouraging us to always tell the truth so as not need an oath for people to believe us. But for 
people who do not know us, an oath may be necessary (think oaths in the courtroom to tell the 
truth so help me God). 

             G.      What about vows? 

                       1.      Definition of a vow—a promise made to God to perform a certain action or 
                                behave a certain way. 

                       2.      Vows are found in the Bible (Genesis 28:20-22). 

20 Jacob also made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey 
that I [a]take, and give me [b]food to eat and garments to wear, 21 and I return to my 
father’s house in [c]safety, then the Lord will be my God. 22 And this stone, which I have 
set up as a memorial stone, will be God’s house, and of everything that You give me I will 
assuredly give a tenth to You.” 

                       3.      Vows are to be kept. 

One does not have to make a vow to God, but if he does he should keep it. Deuteronomy 23:21-
23. 

Deuteronomy 23:21-23 

21 “When you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not delay to pay it, for the Lord 
your God will certainly require it of you, and it will be a sin [a]for you. 22 However, if you 
refrain from making vows, it will not be a sin [b]for you. 23 You shall be careful and 
perform what goes out of your lips, since in fact you have vowed a [c]voluntary offering to 
the Lord your God, whatever you have [d]promised. 
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                        4.      Never make a sinful vow, and never keep one. 

                        5.      Wedding vows—Vital vows to each other and to God. 

              H.      What about humor? 

                        1.      The Bible looks at humor in a positive light (Genesis 21:6). 

Genesis 21:6 

6 Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh [a]with me.” 

                        2.      Some of Scripture has a humorous element in it (Proverbs 26:16). 

A lazy one buries his hand in the dish; He is weary of bringing it to his mouth again. 

                        3.      When humor is not so good 

                                 a.      When it causes offense to other people and God. 

                                 b.      When it is not done in love.  

                                 c.      When it is not edifying to the body (church body). 

                                 d.      When it hurts someone in any way. 

Ephesians 5:4 

4 and there must be no filthiness [a]or foolish talk, or vulgar joking, which are not fitting, 
but rather giving of thanks. 

 

 

 

 

        

        


