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Using the Old Testament for Ethical Guidance (Part 2) 
Chapter 8 

 

I.      The New Testament authors teach us how to use the Old Testament for ethical instruction. 

        A.      The apostles understood how to use the O.T. for ethical decisions because: 1. They 
                  were taught by Jesus Christ how, 2. They were guided by the Holy Spirit after Jesus 
                  ascended to heaven.  

        B.      Some of Jesus’s teaching about the O.T. is found in the gospels.  

                  1.      Jesus corrected the Pharisees regarding their misrepresentation of  keeping the 
                           Sabbath (Mark 2:27). 

27 Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath [a]was made [b]for man, and not man [c]for the 
Sabbath. Jesus didn’t discard the O.T. teaching on the Sabbath, He corrected what they had 
done to it.  

                  2.      In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:21-48, Jesus corrects the Pharisees 
                           again on their misrepresenting of the O.T. laws. 

“You have heard it said”… remember this is referring NOT to the law, but what the Pharisees 
had added to the law. Jesus corrects it. 

The most flagrant was Matthew 5:43 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
The O.T. does say “Love your neighbor”, but it NEVER says hate your enemy! 

                  3.      Some of Jesus’s teaching about the O.T. was found in the book of Acts and the 
                           epistles (Acts 1:1-3) 

Acts 1:1-3 

1 The first account I [a]composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until 
the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had given orders [b]by the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To [c]these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, 
by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of things 
regarding the kingdom of God. 

                  4.      The work of the Holy Spirit was to include teaching the apostles the truth of  
                           God (John 14:26; John 16:13) 

John 14:26 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and remind you of all that I said to you. 

John 16:13 
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13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will 
not speak on His own, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you 
what is to come. 

What did the Holy Spirit teach? Nothing new from Him, but rather the teachings of Jesus which 
were the teachings of the Father…. Past tense.  

                  5.      The result is that the apostles spoke with the authority of the Lord (1 Cor. 14:37; 
                           2 Peter 3:2). 

The bottom line is that Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the apostles all carried on the truth of the O.T 
into the New Covenant. These are the teachings of God. 

1 Corinthians 14:37 

37 If anyone thinks that he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which 
I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 

2 Peter 3:2 

2 to remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of 
the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

                  6.      “The law of Christ” and several other expressions in the New Testament refer to 
                           the entire body of Christian teaching about a life pleasing to God (1 Cor. 9:20- 
                           21). 

Many use verse 20 to defend the position the O.T. is done with as far as moral teaching. Paul is 
no longer under the law, so am I not! Add verse 21 to it you see that Paul does not discount the 
O.T., he embraced the law of Christ WHICH INCLUDES ALL SCRIPTURE.  

1 Corinthians 9:20-21 

20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might gain Jews; to those who are under the 
Law, I became as one under the Law, though not being under the Law myself, so that I 
might gain those who are under the Law;  

BUT…. 

21 to those who are without the Law, I became as one without the Law, though not being 
without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might gain those who are 
without the Law. 

1 John 2:3 

3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments 

                   7.      Ways the New Testament authors understood the Old Testament. 

                             a.      They knew they were no longer “under the Law”. 
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                            b.      BUT, they understood the immense wisdom in the Old Testament. 

                                    --       They understood the character and will of God is expressed 
                                              throughout the Old Testament. 

                                    --      The apostle Paul understood the entire Old Testament came from 
                                             God and is profitable for teaching (2 Timothy 3:16). 

2 Timothy 3:16 

16 All Scripture is [a]inspired by God and beneficial for teaching, for [b]rebuke, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 

Romans 15:4 

4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

Romans 7:12 

12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

                            c.      Throughout the New Testaments are Old Testament examples regarding  
                                     ethical decision. 

                                     --      The sins of Cain a wrongful murder (Genesis 4:8; 1 John 3:12; Jude 
                                              11). 

Genesis 4:8 

8 Cain [a]talked to his brother Abel; and it happened that when they were in the field Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 

John 3:12 

12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And for what reason did 
he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil, but his brothers were righteous. 

(This is a good example also on how the N.T. completes the O.T. 

Jude 11 

11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay [a]they have given themselves 
up to the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 

II.     The New Testament authors reaffirm ALL the ten commandments except laws  
         on the sabbath.  

         A.      First command—"you shall have no other gods before Me.”   

                  1.      Matthew 22:37 
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37 And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

If you love God with ALL your mind and heart, there is no room for other gods. You would not 
commit “harlotry”. 

                 2.      Romans 1:25 

Romans 1:25 

25 For they exchanged the truth of God for [a]falsehood, and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed [b]forever. Amen. 

        B.      Second command—do not make carved images/idols. 

                 1.      Romans 1:23 

Romans 1:23 

23 and they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of 
corruptible mankind, of birds, four-footed animals, and [a]crawling creatures. 

        C.      Third command—"Do not take the name of the Lord your God in vain…” 

                  1.      Romans 2:24 

Romans 2:24 

24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is 
written. 

                  2.      1 Timothy 1:13;20 

1 Timothy 1:13 

13 even though I was previously a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. 
Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; 

20 [a]Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so 
that they will be taught not to blaspheme. 

        D.      Fourth commandment— “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy…” 

                  1.      There is no N.T. support for keeping the Sabbath. 

READ – Bruce Waltke’s comments page 242 

III.   Logical pattern of thought regarding Old Covenant and New Covenant adherence 
        (Summery) 

        A.      The Old Covenant has been terminated. 
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The laws of the O.T. were given specifically to Israel (God’s people), not as regulations binding 
for all people all times. 

                  1.      The O.T. laws should be viewed as God’s wisdom. 

        B.      Jesus has come and offered a FINAL sacrifice. 

                  1.      The O.T. was pointing to Christ throughout its pages and all was completed at 
                           Jesus’s death.   

The temple, the priesthood, the sacrifices—all ceased for the Christian due to their completion in 
Christ—all were a foreshadowing. 

        C.      God’s laws are not gone, they are more powerfully written on the hearts of believers. 

                  1.      Jeremiah 31:33-34 

This places a greater emphasis on the inner condition of man rather than the outer.        

Jeremiah 31:33-34 

33 “For this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” 
declares the Lord: “I will put My law within them and write it on their heart; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people. 34 They will not teach again, each one his neighbor 
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they will all know Me, from the 
least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the Lord, “for I will forgive their 
wrongdoing, and their sin I will no longer remember.” 

                  2.      The N.T. has a more powerful set of moral virtues than anywhere in the O.T. 

Galatians 5:22-23 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Philippians 4:8-9 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is [a]lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 

Colossians 3:12-17 

12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and [a]patience; 13 bearing with one another, 
and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave 
you, so must you do also. 14 In addition to all these things put on love, which is [b]the 
perfect bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ, to which you were [c]indeed called in one 
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body, [d]rule in your hearts; and [e]be thankful. 16 Let the word of [f]Christ richly dwell 
within you, [g]with all wisdom teaching and admonishing [h]one another with psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever 
you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Father. 

All of these show how much greater the emphasis is in the N.T. regarding the inward life of the 
heart.  

Another example would be the O.T. laws regarding abstaining from some foods. The N.T. 
emphasizes that God’s people are not made unclean by eating unclean foods but rather from 
impure thoughts in the heart. 

Matthew 15:11 

11 It is not what enters the mouth that defiles the person, but what comes out of the mouth, 
this defiles the person.” 

17 Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, 
and is [a]eliminated? 18 But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and those things defile the person. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, acts 
of adultery, other immoral sexual acts, thefts, false testimonies, and [b]slanderous 
statements. 20 These are the things that defile the person; but to eat with unwashed hands 
does not defile the person.”                

        D.      God’s people no longer constitute a separate earthly nation. 

                  1.      The example of the O.T. law to put to death one who advocates a false religion 
                            (Deut. 17) compared to the N.T. (1 Cor. 5:13). 

Paul does not instruct to kill the person but rather excommunicate that person from the 
congregation.    

 1 Corinthians 5:13 

13 But those who are outside, God [a]judges. Remove the evil person from among yourselves. 

                  2.      The apostle Paul uses Isaiah 52:11 for a different conclusion—instead  
                            instructing his people to live as a separate nation, instead they are to not be 
                            “unequally yoked” (2 Cor. 6:14-17; 7:1). 

Isaiah 52:11 

11 Depart, depart, go out from there, 

Do not touch what is unclean; 

Go out of the midst of her, purify yourselves, 

You who carry the vessels of the Lord.            
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2 Corinthians 6:15-17 

15 Or what harmony does Christ have with [a]Belial, or [b]what does a believer share with 
an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement does [c]the temple of God have with idols? For we 
are [d]the temple of the living God; just as God said, 

“I will dwell among them and walk among them; 

And I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 

17 Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. 

“And do not touch what is unclean; 

And I will welcome you. 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

7 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

IV.    Inadequate conclusions. 

         A.      Everything not cancelled by the N.T. is still required. 

If this were the case, many of the Levitical laws would still be in place, which is obvious not the 
case. The N.T. writers did not set out to validate all that was in the O.T. or invalidate.  

         B.       Nothing is required except what the N.T. reaffirms. 

The idea that we are to abbey NOTHING from the O.T. unless the N.T reaffirms it. This ignores 
Paul’s 2 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture…” 

         C.      Consider only those things which are in continuity in both O.T. and N.T. 

Trying to make the O.T. and N.T. mesh. One needs to recognize their differences (in context, 
historical context, author’s intent, etc.) 

         D.      Consider the following: 

                   1.      Genesis 1-Exodus 19—predates the Mosaic covenant and teaches ethical 
                            principles for all time.  

                   2.      Applying the Bible ethically is a lifetime task.  

We are to “grow in wisdom and discernment” which implies an ongoing task that one never fully 
achieves in a lifetime. Romans 12:2, Paul says “be transformed by the renewing of your mind… 
this is also an ongoing lifetime task one never fully arrives. 

V.      Are there any New Testament commands that are culturally relative? 

In other words, some things the N.T. teaches was for the original audience only? 
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         A.      Only culturally relative N.T. commands addressed to Christians living under the new 
                   covenant are those that concern physical actions that carry symbolic meanings 

                  1.       Holy kiss—Romans 16:16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches 
                            of Christ greet you. 

A kiss which is sacred—physically pure and morally blameless. It was a common custom in 
most nations for people to kiss each other at meeting or parting to display their love, sincere 
affection, and friendship for each other. The kiss is called "holy" to distinguish it from a sexual 
one and from a hypocritical and deceitful one, such as Joab gave to Amasa (2 Samuel 20:9) or 
such as Judas gave to Jesus when he cried, “Hail Rabbi,” and betrayed Him into the hands of His 
enemies (Matthew 26:49). 

In New Testament times, the holy kiss was a sign of greeting, much like the modern handshake. 
For Christians, it further expressed brotherly love and unity. The holy kiss was especially 
precious to the new believers during the early church years, because they were often outcasts 
from their own families because of their new faith. These new believers gloried in the new 
spiritual kinship they had found among other Christians. Furthermore, the holy kiss from a 
Jewish Christian to a Gentile believer was evidence that the Gentiles were accepted fully into 
Christian fellowship, despite the teachings of the Judaizers, those who would return to the 
Mosaic law as their source of justification. So prominent were these false teachers in the early 
church that they even temporarily drew such a prominent Christian as Peter into their web of 
deceit (Galatians 2:11-13). The holy kiss between the Jewish and Gentile believers was done 
righteously in recognition that all believers are brothers and sisters in the family of God. 

                 2.      Foot washing—John 13:14 So if I, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet,  
                          you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

Foot washing at first was a necessity in that day due to the dirt streets and paths. Jesus used a 
familiar act of that day to make His point that we are to be servants.  

                 3.      Women covering their heads in worship—1 Corinthians 11:4-16 

4 Every man who has something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his 
head. 5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying 
disgraces her head, for it is one and the same as the woman [a]whose head is shaved. 6 For 
if a woman does not cover [b]her head, have her also [c]cut her hair off; however, if it is 
disgraceful for a woman to [d]have her hair cut off or [e]her head shaved, have her cover 
[f]her head. 7 For a man should not have his head covered, since he is the image and glory 
of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For man [g]does not originate from woman, 
but woman from man; 9 for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman 
for the man’s sake. 10 Therefore the woman should have a symbol of authority on her 
head, because of the angels. 11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman [h]independent of 
man, nor is man [i]independent of woman. 12 For as the woman originated from the man, 
so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God. 13 
Judge [j]for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 
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14 Does even nature itself not teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 
15 but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her as a 
covering. 16 But if anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no [k]such practice, nor 
have the churches of God. 

1 Corinthians 11:3-16 addresses the issue of women and head coverings. The context of the 
entire passage of 1 Corinthians 11:3-16 is submission to the God-given order and "chain of 
command." A "covering" on a woman's head is used as an illustration of the order, headship, and 
the authority of God. The key verse of this passage is 1 Corinthians 11:3 "But I want you to 
know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is 
God." The implications of this verse are found in the rest of the passage. The order is: God the 
Father, God the Son, the man or husband, and the woman or wife. The veil or covering on the 
head of a believing Corinthian wife showed that she was under the authority of her husband, and 
therefore under submission to God. 

Within this passage is also verse 10: "For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of 
authority on her head, because of the angels." Why is that important to angels? The relationship 
of God with men is something that angels watch and learn from (1 Peter 1:12). Therefore, a 
woman's submission to God's delegated authority over her is an example to angels. The holy 
angels, who are in perfect and total submission to God, expect that we, as followers of Christ, be 
the same. 

This covering not only means a cloth but also can refer to a woman's hair length. How can we 
say that? We must take this verse in the context or the setting in which it is presented. "Does not 
even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him? But if a woman 
has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a covering" (1 Corinthians 11:14-
15). Therefore, in the context of this passage, a woman who is wearing her hair longer marks 
herself out distinctively as a woman and not a man. The Apostle Paul is saying here that in the 
Corinthian culture, when a wife's hair was longer than her husband's, it showed her submission to 
his headship. The roles of the male and female are designed by God to portray a profound 
spiritual lesson, that is of submission to the will and the order of God. 

But why is hair an issue in this passage? The apostle Paul is addressing an issue related to the 
Corinthian culture that was being allowed to disrupt the church. For a woman to have a shaved 
head was a disgrace (and, in Jewish thinking, a sign of mourning, Deuteronomy 21:12). Her hair 
was her “glory” (1 Corinthians 11:15). In the Corinthian culture, women normally wore a head 
covering as a symbol of their submission to their husbands. Paul affirms the rightness of 
following that cultural mandate—to dispense with the head coverings on women would send the 
entirely wrong signal to the culture at large. In fact, Paul says that, if a Christian woman refuses 
her head covering, she might as well shave her hair off, too (verse 6). A woman who refused to 
wear a covering in that culture was basically saying, “I refuse to submit to God’s order.” 
Therefore, the apostle Paul is teaching the Corinthians that hair length or the wearing of a 
“covering” by the woman was an outward indication of a heart attitude of submission to God and 
to His established authority. 
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God's order is that the husband is the head of the wife as God is the head of Christ, but there is 
no inequality or inferiority implied. God and Christ are equal and united, just as the husband and 
the wife are one. This is not a passage that teaches the woman is inferior to man or that she 
should be submissive to every man. It is teaching God's order and spiritual headship in the 
marriage relationship. In the Corinthian culture, a woman who covered her head during worship 
or when she was in public displayed her submission to authority. 

In today's culture, we no longer view a woman's wearing of a head covering as a sign of 
submission. In most modern societies, scarves and hats are fashion accessories. A woman has the 
choice to wear a head covering if she views it as a sign of her submission to the authority of her 
husband. However, it is a personal choice and not something that should be used to judge 
spirituality. The real issue here is the heart attitude of obedience to God's authority and 
submission to His established order “as to the LORD” (Ephesians 5:22). God is far more 
concerned with an attitude of submission than an outward display of submission via a head 
covering. First Timothy 2:9-10, "I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and 
propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, 
appropriate for women who profess to worship God." 

Appendix 

                    


