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Anticipation Of A Promise 

Sunday December 18, 2022 

 

Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-24 (NIV)  

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 

town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly 

troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 

father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 

never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The 

angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I 

am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 

angel left her. 

Matthew 1:18-24 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet 

did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 

are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All 

this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God 

with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 

him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until 

she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

Sermon in a Sentence: As you anticipate God’s promises expect them to be fulfilled 

in you. 

 

Introduction 

• There’s a familiar saying, “Everybody wants to go to heaven but nobody wants to 

die”.  

• Imagine a place where there are no more tears, there’s eternal peace, where we all 

live in mansions lined with streets of gold, and enjoy feasts with the king forever. 

Everybody would want at least one of these things. 

• The issue is what it takes to get there. We typically don’t like the idea of death, of the 

pain and unknown passage to the other side. Some people look to it with faith, or 
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even with hope for release from current troubles, but most people have a sense of 

dread concerning death. We like the promise but not the passage. 

• We’re coming up to Christmas. In our faith this is the time of the year when we 

remember the birth of Jesus. It’s a time to celebrate the reality that God came to save 

us from our sins and give us the gift of eternal life. In our culture, it’s also a joyful 

time. There’s a feeling of goodwill and celebration in the air. We come together with 

friends and family and we enjoy good food and gift exchanges. We say, “Merry 

Christmas” or “Happy Holidays” to one another, and expect happiness. 

• But while we anticipate a good time for others, sometimes we don’t expect the same 

thing for ourselves. There are so many reasons for this. Often it’s just life’s 

experiences wearing us down by past disappointments and negative memories. 

• Today Jesus really wants to get personal with you. For all the things He does for the 

world and the universe, He cares about how you’re feeling. When we read the bible, 

God’s word, it’s evident how deeply He cares for each of us.  

• In our scripture readings we see how totally surprised Mary and Joseph were that 

God’s promise to humanity would come through them. But it did. And the key 

thought for today’s message is this: As you anticipate God’s promises expect them to 

be fulfilled in you. 

• There are 3 characters – let’s call them 3 P’s – that we’ll keep in view from our bible 

reading. The angel represents the promise of God, Mary represents the person in the 

world that God wants to enter, and Joseph represents the church, God’s partner whose 

role it is to embrace the one God will enter. 

• Let’s consider the events preceding the birth of Jesus. And as we do that, let’s think 

about what Christmas means for each of us. 

 

1. God had promised that a virgin would give birth to a son that they would call 

Immanuel (which means “God with us”). 

• The promise of the Messiah that the angel referred to was recorded in Isaiah 7:14, and 

it reverberated thoughout the Old Testament writings and Israel’s popular culture. 

• From the seed of the woman prophesied in Genesis, that would crush the head of the 

serpent, to the promise in God’s covenant with David, to the more specific prophecies 

of Isaiah, and the guidance the teachers of the law gave to King Herod, the people had 

an anticipation of a promise. They were looking for a deliverer who would save them. 

• God’s messenger, the angel Gabriel, anchored his message to Mary on that promise – 

on the Word of God. 

 

Illustration: I was sitting in a ministers’ breakfast meeting in 1989 when I was in my 

early twenties. The Pastor, a man who took prayer very seriously and who had deep 

knowledge of the scriptures, had a map on the wall. He talked about how the gospel had 

been brought from the developed world to people of developing nations in our recent 

history. But he said that an era of reverse evangelism was on the horizon. The time was 

coming when a generation born from communities that had been won for Christ by 

foreign missionaries would take the same salvation message back to the offspring of 

those missionaries. Given our time and situation, this was a prophetic word. We had faith 

that this was going to happen, anticipation of this promise from God. But I didn’t expect 
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to have any significant role to play in its fulfilment. It was one of those promises you 

believe God for in general, but not through you specifically. 

 

Application: Now, we believe the promise of Christmas. Yes we celebrate it as a calendar 

event, but we believe that it’s available to all people any time they open up to it. It’s not 

just as a historical event, but also as a personal visitation for everyone who ever lives. 

When I think of my own fallen nature, the desires that come across me daily that I know 

are not good for me or for other people, I realise that I wouldn’t be able to trust myself. 

The bible says that we have all sinned and are not worthy of relationship with our 

Creator. So, He Himself came to save us. His promise is that if we will be sorry for our 

sins and turn to Him, He will renew our relationship with Him. This will save us from an 

eternity apart from God, as His Spirit comes to dwell in our hearts. This is the promise of 

Christmas. It’s what every human being longs for, even though not everybody expresses 

it in the religious way that we do.  

 

Transition: So, there is a promise of salvation out there. But what does it mean for you 

and me personally?  

 

2. When the angel told Mary of God’s favor over her she was first troubled but 

then consented.  

• 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord 

is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. Many writers believe that Mary, a real person, was in her early 

to mid teens when this encounter took place. So, she was young and probably looked 

up to the rabbis and godly women of her day. She also believed in the God of Israel 

and would have heard of the legends of scripture that angels had visited, such as 

Abraham and Sarah, Samson’s parents, and the prophet Elijah. From her humble 

place in the pecking order we can understand how she might be greatly troubled. Why 

would an angel visit her? 

• 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 

31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.” I’m going to make the assumption that Mary 

had an idea of God’s promise to send Israel a  Messiah. So, the waves of information 

in just a few seconds of the angel’s speech must have sent her reeling. She was the 

chosen one. She was going to bear the Messiah, God in the flesh. Perhaps she 

expected the mother of the Messiah to be a Jewish princess. Maybe even a daughter 

of a prophet from the line of David. Of this I am certain; not once did it ever occur to 

her that this promise from God could apply to her. Fascinating: if not her, then who? 

• 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” That she was. 

Remember that the word of God stated that a virgin would conceive and bear a child. 

Let’s say that Mary didn’t know that detail, or that even if she knew it, that she was 

using human logic to make sense of it. Well, the angel declared God’s supreme 

power. 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
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of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 

she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from 

God will ever fail.” Mary was aware of the impossible situation Elizabeth was in. She 

knew that Elizabeth couldn’t have a baby. Yet in His grace, God would give her the 

news of her relative’s pregnancy to bolster her faith, knowing that God had done this 

type of miracle in the past with the likes of Sarah. Yet this testimony was to build the 

case that her miracle was possible too. Because it was in God’s Word. 

• Then Mary’s response moved from troubled to consent. 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” 

Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

 

Illustration: The Economist Intelligence Unit publishes The Global Liveability Index 

every year. It quantifies the challenges presented to an individual's lifestyle and quality of 

life in 173 global cities and ranks them for their urban quality of life based on 

assessments of stability, healthcare, culture and environment, education and 

infrastructure. Canada is the only country with more than one city in the top ten. In fact, 

we have three cities, Calgary, Vancouver and Toronto. So, when I say that I am blessed 

to be Canadian and to live in Toronto, the facts bear me out. Most people would say that I 

should be grateful for what I have, and I am. But I’m also concerned at the increasing 

departure from the principles of scripture in our public policy and culture in Canada over 

the past 25 years. We need voices of influence for the propagation of the gospel. Whose 

voices will those be you may ask? “Not yours”, says an accusing voice in my mind’s ear. 

“You’re an immigrant, you should be happy that you’re financially stable, your family is 

happy and you get to minister in a congregation that appreciates you.” But then the word 

of the Lord asks, “If not you, then who?” 

 

Application: And that’s the challenge I place before you today. It’s the same challenge 

that confronted Mary. You may have questions and that’s not only natural, it’s also good. 

But making room for your personal visitation will only work when you allow it to happen 

God’s way. I’m not saying this is you, but we do live in a society where the opiod crisis 

is being called a crisis because it is growing at an alarming rate. Maybe you’re not quite 

there, but we know that statistically mental illness is on the rise. And suicidal thinking is 

more of a conversation today than it’s ever been. Living in the middle of all this, Jesus is 

calling out to you. His favour is extended towards you and you may be having trouble 

grabbing ahold of it because you want to do it your way. You don’t want the apparent 

trouble of doing it His way. What will your friends say? What will it mean for your 

career? Maybe you don’t feel equipped to take such a stand. Jesus is calling out to you. 

He wants to have a relationship with you. He’ll take care of the rest, but coming into your 

life is His highest priority. If it’s not you, then who is it? 

 

Transition: There’s a song that’s titled, “Let go and let God”. Move from being troubled 

to consenting. Do that and you’ll find that God has a support infrastructure already set up 

for you. 

 

3. When Mary was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit Joseph first had a 

mind to divorce her but then accepted her.   
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• Let’s requote the passage we read from Matthew beginning with verse 18 This is how 

the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit. So here’s the problem with the partner: the angel had spoken 

to Mary but not to Joseph. And they were engaged when she told him she was 

pregnant. By any measure that’s a tough pill for a fiancé to take. 

• Then comes an incredible eye opener for me. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 

faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly. I’m thinking that since Joseph was so faithful to the law, 

he would have been aware of the promised Messiah. And I want to extend that to an 

awareness of the Isaiah prophecy that a virgin would conceive and bear a child. Yet 

when confronted with the possibility, the part of the law Joseph went to was the one 

that gave him an out. You see, I think he believed that the Messiah would come, just 

not through his house. But if not him, then who? 

• Again the grace of God is in full display. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” Now this was only a dream. But it 

confirmed the word of God as prophesied in the Book of Isaiah. And it validated the 

story that Mary had told him. He could have continued questioning and wanting 

indisputable facts beyond just a dream. But Joseph reached the point where he moved 

from logic to faith based on God’s Word. His mind moved from divorce to 

acceptance. 

• 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 

took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she 

gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

Illustration: It always seems easier if people would do things our way. We’re the ones 

who know Jesus, we have the calling, so we expect people to embrace how we do things 

if they’re going to know Jesus. But the gospels show us that religious people often 

misunderstood Jesus. In His words, “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 

say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom 

is proved right by her deeds.” How He acted was a fulfilment of everything contained in 

the Law, but how He related was everything you could want in a friend. You talk about 

pregnancy out of wedlock, He goes ahead and releases a woman caught in the act of 

adultery. You talk about divorcing an expectant fiancé, He asks to have dinner with 

Zacchaeus, a traitor to the nation of Israel. And I’m asking God to create a space of 

cultural liberty at Faith. I don’t need people to become like me. I need you to meet with 

Jesus. But the reason I am careful in my conduct, for example, is so I don’t present any 

reasons for others not to want to explore Jesus. 

 

Application: So, the Church is waiting for you with open arms. We are learning not to 

dictate terms to people when God is working in their lives. If He chooses to save you in 

ways we’re unfamiliar with, we won’t pick and choose laws to throw at you, like Joseph 

did when he heard that Mary was pregnant. We just want to see God transform you 
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inwardly and we trust that the fulness of Jesus in you will grow with time. Today, this is 

your place to meet with God. There’s a seat at the table for everyone, as Sister Melva so 

ably shared last week. We promise you, we simply want to stand beside you as God 

begins to work within you, no matter where you’re coming from.  

 

Conclusion 

• So, here’s my question: What will this Christmas mean for you? Think of the first of 

the 3 P’s – God’s promise. 

• At a personal level, this doesn’t need to be joy to the world and nothing different for 

you. You can use the season and make the event work for you. As you anticipate 

God’s promises expect them to be fulfilled in you. It’s personal. You are the second 

P, the person God wants to meet. 

• And you don’t need to wait for next week to let Jesus into your heart and come into a 

right relationship with Him. He’s calling you right now. Come forward and let’s pray 

together. We are only partners in sharing this gospel. We’re the third of the 3 P’s. 


