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What I Think About Faith Sanctuary 

Sunday January 8, 2023 

SLIDE 1  

Revelation 21:2-7; 9-14; 22-27 (NIV)  

The Apostle John was in some type of exile on the island of Patmos 

because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. Jesus showed 

John a revelation of what would soon take place in a vision. Towards 

the end, John saw a metaphorical picture of what the church would 

look like. We read about this in Revelation 21. 

Revelation 21: 9-14; 22-27 (NIV)  

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, 

the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 

mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of 

God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a 

jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, 

and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the 

names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the 

east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14 

The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
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22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty 

and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the 

moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is 

its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever 

be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the 

nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor 

will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those 

whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

SLIDE 2  

Sermon in a Sentence: Faith Sanctuary has the foundation to 

look and act like the saints in heaven. 

Introduction 

• Imagine four strong men carrying this chair. It wouldn’t be difficult. 

They could do it while doing something else like talking on the 

phone. In fact, they’d probably get in each other’s way and one of 

the men would end up carrying the chair himself while the others 

stood around.  

• Now, imagine four strong men carrying this organ. It would take 

concentration, a plan, working together and exerting themselves.  
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• Both the chair and the organ draw on the same available capacity. 

But what is accomplished in terms of weight moved is drastically 

different. 

• Most people never reach their full potential. But with collaboration, 

people can accomplish more than they ever thought possible. These 

men have the capacity to move an organ. Yet if all I ask them to do 

is to carry a chair, that’s all I’ll get out of them. 

• One of the most important prayers I learnt was during cathechism 

or study of church doctrine as a child. It’s called the Lord’s prayer, 

but it’s actually the prayer He taught His disciples to pray–that’s us.  

• There’s a line in that prayer that I want to bring to your attention: 

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. 

• That is part of my prayer for our church. Because that’s how Jesus 

said we should pray. Faith Sanctuary has the foundation to look and 

act like the saints in heaven. The confidence, hope and sacrifice of 

people over the past 50 years have given us our present position. 

And our determination is to be everything that God created us to be 

in this generation. 

• So, when I think about our church, I think about how God must see 

us. And to get that vision, I look at the bride of Christ. That’s why 

we read the description in Revelation. There are insights there we 

can draw on to guide some of the things we want to do this year. 
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SLIDE 3 

1. Faith Sanctuary has a rich foundation of people who love 

God  

• Verse 9 from our reading has an invitation. One of the seven angels 

who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 

said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  

To understand what the angel was showing John, we can look for 

similar language in other parts of the bible. The Lord’s bride in the 

Old Testament commonly refers to the nation of Israel. Writings 

from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Hosea bear this out. In the New 

Testament, Paul calls the Church the spiritual Israel. So, when New 

Testament writers speak of the Lord’s bride, it is us, the Church, 

that they are referring to. Matthew, Mark, John, Ephesians, 2 

Corinthians and Revelation all use this imagery. The bride of Christ 

that John saw in his vision was the Church. 

• 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and 

high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God.  

Many bible experts understand this to be a prophecy of what will 

happen at the end of time. But we also see many prophecies in 

scripture that have both near term and far term significance. So, in 

the near term, it is reasonable to imagine that John was seeing a 
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symbol of the coming Christian Church. The church comes from 

heaven, prepared by God. This fits nicely with our prayer, “Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. 

• 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of 

a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a 

great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the 

gates. 

Now John starts to describe what he saw. There’s so much exuding 

from these two verses. The glory comes from God, not from the city 

itself. The brilliance with which it shines reminds us that a city set 

on a hill cannot be hidden. The comparison to precious jewels 

speaks of value and excellence that brings clarity. The gates are not 

only great structures, but they are also overseen by angels. And 

this foundation of strength and excellence rooted in God Himself is 

meant to give us a picture of the attributes of the Church. 

Illustration: So, when I think about Faith Sanctuary, I think about a 

rich foundation of people who love God. Everything we have here has 

been done through people. God has given us jobs and businesses over 

the years and we have generously given of our financial increase back 

into His Kingdom. We have seen very talented preachers, musicians, 

administrators, trades and people with diverse giftings bring the best 

of it to the house of God first. And people have offered endless hours 
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of their time not only to scheduled services, but also to fellowship and 

helping others as we do life together. Yet we haven’t yet scratched the 

surface of the strength and excellence God has placed within us. While 

we’re grateful for all that’s been achieved, some people have told me 

how they want to do more in the church but it just doesn’t happen. So, 

they either do more at places like their job or other ministries or worse 

still their potential is never realized. We want to lift organs not chairs. 

Application: When I think about our church, I share the view of our 

leaders that we need a better process to engage people. We want to 

make it easy for people to serve here, not more difficult than it is to 

serve in other places. This doesn’t mean that we will throw caution to 

the wind. The image of the New Jerusalem is one of excellence and 

integrity. Jesus said that we should let our light shine that others may 

see our good works and glorify God. That’s why our Director Team 

commits to getting in place a credible process to engage people to 

serve this year. We need the strength, the excellence, the full potential 

that lies within everyone of you as God has placed gifts in you. 

Transition: So, Faith Sanctuary has a rich foundation of people who 

love God. But there’s more. 

SLIDE 4 

2. Faith Sanctuary has a rich foundation of knowledge of the 

Word of God  
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• On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on 

the south and three on the west.  

Remember how I said that physical Israel was the Lord’s bride in 

the Old Testament. Well, it isn’t surprising then that access to the 

Church finds its roots in Israel. After all, God promised Abraham 

that through his offspring all nations of earth would be blessed. 

(Genesis 22:18) So, the positioning of the gates mirrors the way 

the tribes were stationed around the tabernacle as Moses led Israel 

towards the Promised Land. God keeps confirming the continuity of 

His promises, because He never changes. That’s why it's important 

to know the biblical history of God’s dealings with man. But we 

don’t stop there because Jesus fulfilled the Law and Prophets. So, in 

the vision of the Church in Revelation… 

• 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 

the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

The New Testament story of Jesus’ ministry and the establishment 

of the early church shows us how the promises were fulfilled in Him. 

In the vision John saw, the Apostles were the foundation of the 

church where physical Israel was simply the access. Bringing it all 

together Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:20 that we are built on the 
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foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 

as the chief cornerstone. That’s the Word of God.  

• The picture is completed with verse 22 I did not see a temple in the 

city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for 

the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 

What gives light to the city is the glory of God through Jesus. Light 

shines through a lamp. And what gives the church life is the Spirit 

of Christ. So, the Word becomes alive through the Spirit. 

Illustration: When I think about Faith Sanctuary I see a rich 

foundation of knowledge of the Word of God. When the saints quote 

chunks of scripture by memory it tells you that they’ve spent time in 

the Word. And as you take note of what they do, it is quickly evident 

that they are following a pattern of disciplines found in the bible. You 

praise God with such abandonment, it’s convincing that you’ve read 

about David and seen what he saw. You give so generously, it’s 

convincing that you’ve read about God’s promise to pour out a blessing 

you cannot contain. You serve so willingly, it’s convincing that you 

identify with the psalmist when he says, “I’d rather be a doorkeeper in 

the house of the Lord than to dwell in the tents of the wicked”. In so 

many ways when I think about our church, I think about people who 

want to act like the saints in heaven. But then again, we also read of a 
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spiritual adversary who resists us. And while Paul warns us not to let 

our good be evil spoken of, sometimes our obsession with the law of 

the Lord causes some people to think we hate them when we actually 

love them. Something like the kid who sulks because his parents won’t 

allow him to have all the candy he thinks he needs. 

Application: That’s why we want to entrench the secret ingredient to 

spiritual success by pushing ahead towards our goal of 24/7 prayer. 

Jesus gave us the formula when He said that some demons can only 

be expelled through prayer and fasting. But He also said that His 

church would do greater things than He did. And His habit was to 

spend inordinate amounts of time in prayer stoking the fuel for 

incredible ministry. Now, God has given us a big vision so we have big 

expectations at Faith. And with big expectations we need big prayer to 

bring life to the Word God has spoken. The biggest driver of our unity 

and building bridges will be our times of prayer together. Prayer brings 

oneness in spirit and purpose. Prayer puts the flesh into subjection so 

we see the bigger picture not just our own needs or wants. Ultimately, 

our dream is for anyone in the world to have immediate access to 

credible prayer at any time. This is at the heart of being able to 

effectively share the rich foundation of knowledge of the Word of God 

that our church has. Prayer will pull spiritual greateness out of us and 

cause us to lift organs and not just chairs. 
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Transition: Yet life is about way more than just discipline. It’s about 

living. And… 

SLIDE 5 

3. Faith Sanctuary has a rich foundation for a love culture to 

embrace all people 

• Our scripture reading leads into the functionality of the church John 

saw. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their splendor into it.  

God will give the New Jerusalem light, and the nations will live by 

the light of the city. And that light is unconditional love. Jesus 

described the church as salt and light to the world. Because He has 

chosen us as His means of touching the world, we get to be the 

ones who guide the course of human history. So much so that 

those in charge will want to bring their splendor, or their very best, 

from every nation to the church. 

• 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night 

there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  

John saw the church as a 24/7 operation. In his day, cities were 

walled for protection. Enemies would use the cover of night as an 

occasion to attack the city, so the gates would be closed at night. 

But with God as the source of light, the world would have 
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uninterrupted access to the church. And yes, nations would want to 

have their honor reflected in the church. 

• But the church attracts the best of nations, not the worst. Verse 27: 

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is 

shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in 

the Lamb’s book of life. 

It would be a misreading of scripture to think that this means that 

sinners and people with dysfunction are not welcome in the church. 

On the contrary, that’s who the church is for: us in all of our 

inadequacy. For the prophet Isaiah reminds us that our 

righteousness is as filthy rags in God’s sight. But here’s the thing, 

we will never justify sin. The church’s function is not to perpetuate 

sin, but to nurture new life and transformation out of sin.  

Illustration: That’s why when I think about Faith Sanctuary I see a 

rich foundation for a love culture to embrace all people. If we are to 

look like the saints in heaven, this must become true of us. When I 

first visited this church I was on a visit to Canada. I was a stranger 

really, and people didn’t know that they’d ever see me again. And the 

church was big, with many people who were making direct and 

important contributions to its growth. Yet Pastor Granville heard that I 

liked the song “I can be glad” by Larnelle Harris and he got the choir 

to sing it while I was around. Before we took our flight back to what 



 12 

was then home, Sis Verona called to wish us well, even though I got 

her name wrong. And then I was gone. But the church carried on, and 

when we returned to make this our home, it was still open, functioning 

and ready to embrace us. That’s my initial experience of our church. 

That light of God that I was so familiar with, shining through unfamiliar 

vessels. So when some people tell me of their disappointments in 

church, I can relate to some experiences, but that tells me that we 

have a treasure that’s still hidden too deeply right now. It’s got to 

come out more fully and be used to touch the lives of people locally 

and abroad. Let’s lift organs and not just chairs. 

Application: We’re going to build on the foundation we already have. 

We’re setting up to reach out to partners in the community – to build 

bridges that will carry the love of God beyond our walls. I say “setting 

up” because anyone who’s ever tried to make systemic impact knows 

that there’s a significant effort required to build a support structure 

that will carry the work. This means that we need to equip the saints 

for ministry as Paul counsels in Ephesians. From a discipleship point of 

view, we’re going to revisit and align the ministries from Diapers to 

Diplomas or Degrees and Beyond. In other words, we want to equip 

saints at all life phases to be united in our message and focus. Ours is 

a church to reflect all cultures and demographics, just like we saw in 

Revelation. We believe in the dignity of the human being, that 
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everyone is made in the image of God to become the best that they 

were created to be. Just like we saw with the nations in Revelation. 

Transition: When I think about Faith Sanctuary I recognize that we 

have the foundation to look and act like the saints in heaven. 

SLIDE 6 

Conclusion 

• ChatGPT was launched last year on Nov. 30 and by Dec. 5 — less 

than a week later — it had already crossed one million users, 

according to OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, quoted in the Globe and 

Mail. If you don’t know about ChatGPT that’s no issue. My quote 

here is to draw your attention to how quickly and inexpensively we 

can get the gospel of Jesus Christ out to our world today.  

• This year we want to start to increase our online footprint, because 

that will help us to reach and draw different nations into our New 

Jerusalem. And using technology will help us to reach God’s 

extraordinary vision while being able to build healthy volunteer 

teams. Let’s do old things in new ways to touch the nations. 

• Join us in our emphasis this year and let’s move ahead together. 

Just like the strong men I talked about, since we have the capacity 

to lift heavy weight, let’s lift organs not only chairs. 

• This is all about introducing people to Jesus, and then teaching 

them how to access salvation and live a life of victory in Him. If you 
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haven’t met Jesus personally, this is the time to do it. Without 

Jesus, we’re on a path to hell and destruction. But by faith, you can 

turn away from wrongdoing and sin, give your life to Jesus and He 

will meet with you by His Spirit. Then, we’ll show you the steps to 

take to get into a life journey with Him. 

• Join me as now as we pray. 


