
GOD JUDGES 
2 KINGS 17:1-20 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

1. Do you remember being disciplined as a child? Was it because you willfully disobeyed your parents 
when you knew better? (I remember my first-grade teacher. She would whack your fingers with a 
pencil. I remember getting whacked for talking.) 

2. How were you disciplined? 
3. Did it have any impact on your behavior? 
I had been warned but persisted in doing so. 
4. What warning systems are common today—in our homes cars, community, or nation? 
5. Why do we ignore warnings? 
Today’s session in 2 Kings shows us the consequences the people of Israel faced when they repeatedly 
rejected God and ignored His repeated warnings. As we study there is one key truth we need to 
remember: The land promised in the Abrahamic covenant is ultimately unconditional (in the long 
term). However, the promise is also conditional, based on obedience (in the short term). 
 
There were 19 kings over Israel, only one, Jehu, could have anything positive said about him. In Judah 
there were 20 kings and only 6 of them could have anything positive said about them. 

CONTEXT! 2 Kings 17:1-6 
These sad verses report the death of the nation of Israel. One writer says Israel’s death was due to 
suicide. “She died because she chose to die. She was already dead before the enemy arrived; they were 
merely the pallbearers who carried the body away. 
The end of the nation of Israel is told with remarkable brevity and restraint. We are not invited to watch 
the pain of its last moments, to see the terrors that must have fallen as a nation was dismembered and its 
people scattered among the nations. The depth of human suffering can only be imagined as families are 
torn apart and the entire culture and way of life were dismantled.” 
 

WARNED! Read 2 Kings 17:7-13 
 
It almost seems like we are repeating the same verses week after week about Israel’s disobedience! This 
is a demonstration of God’s patience and mercy, but the end is coming. 
1. Twice the text mentions that the Lord had driven out the people who had lived in this land before (vv. 

8, 11). Why might the children of Israel think they would be treated differently and wouldn’t be 
driven out of the land? (They believed then and to this day that they are God’s chosen people, and He 
will deliver them.) 

(Write a simple math problem like 2+2=4 on the board.) 
When we solve a simple problem like this, the outcome is easy to predict. 
2. What specific things did the people of Israel do to sin against God? (List them on the board and add a 

+ sign. Then put “= Disaster”.) 
3. What is the value in reviewing the actions that led to the defeat of the Israelites? (So, we won’t do 

them.) 
4. What is significant about the Israelites doing things in secret? (They were only fooling themselves; 

God sees and knows all!) 
We deceive ourselves and those closest to us if we think what we do in secret won’t be exposed. 
It’s simply a matter of time! 
5. How do people, even Christians, justify their involvement in evil? (When it is otherwise legal, 

accepted, and considered right, it’s easy to go along and not only accept it in others but participate 
ourselves.) 



Finding enjoyment in evil, claiming wrongdoing is no big deal, or believing we have sinned too much are 
all traps to keep us away from repentance and a relationship with the Father. 
6. How can seeking forgiveness be confused with repentance? (Wanting to be forgiven and being truly 

repentant are two different things. Repent means turn around and go the opposite direction, in other 
words quit sinning!) 

Through His prophets, God sent warning after warning to the people. Surely, they would respond to those 
warnings and repent. 
 

REJECTED! Read 2 Kings 17:14-17 
 
1. How did the people respond to the warnings God sent them? (They completely ignored them.) 
2. What does it mean that they were “obstinate”? (They stiffened or hardened their necks. The idea is 

that they turned their backs to God. Can you imagine doing that to your parents?) 
3. What shocking truth do we find in verse 15? (Whatever we worship will make us like itself!) 
If we truly worship God, we will grow to be like Jesus. If we worship anything else, we become empty and 
worthless.  
Idols always enslave! 
4. Why do people find it easy to reject God’s will and commandments and opt instead for hollow 

satisfactions that do not last? (Temporary pleasure!) 
5. What parallels do you see in the practices of ancient Israel and what people do today? 
6. Which of today’s culturally acceptable actions do you think are evil in the Lord’s sight? (Abortion; 

homosexuality; rampant immorality; etc. See Romans chapter one.) 
Evil is more insidious than we first realize. Remember: Sin will take you further than you wanted to 
go; keep you longer than you wanted to stay; and cost you more than you wanted to pay. 
Once we participate in something wrong, we tend to do it again because we’ve already said yes to sin.  
While we may not initially realize it, choosing to do wrong means we are rejecting God’s ways, and as a 
result we are rejecting Him. 
 
God’s anger grew as the people continued to accept and then embrace the pagan religions of the people 
around them. 
 

REMOVED! Read 2 Kings 17:18-20 
 
1. What was God’s response to the people’s repeated rejections of Him? (“He banished them from His 

presence.” Meaning He removed them from the land He had given them and scattered them among 
the nations.) 

God had been patient with them; His anger did not grow suddenly, like a human temper tantrum. The 
people’s disobedience spiraled unchecked for over two hundred years. It had been almost 700 years since 
they had entered the land with Joshua.  
2. How do we reconcile the fact that God’s faithful love (or mercy) endures forever with His being a God 

who judges His people? (This was judgment on the nation. God’s mercy is offered to individuals who 
turn to Him in confession and repentance. God disciplines His people because He loves them.) 

3. Is punishment and discipline different? (Discipline is meant to turn us back to God. Punishment is the 
unavoidable consequence of sin, and for those who do not know Jesus, it is eternal punishment.) 

4. What motivates someone to want to get back into God’s presence? (The love and joy we experience 
when we are in right fellowship with Him. As believers our relationship never changes, we are always 
His child.) 

 
1 Kings opens with David, who had been the apple of God’s eye (Ps. 17:8). 2 Kings 17 closes with Israel 
being removed from God’s sight. The picture is one of judgment, of punishment, discipline and of 



separation. And it is a reminder that those who reject God face His judgment and are ultimately separated 
from Him. 
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 
The ancient Israelites had adopted the religious practices of their neighbors while still claiming to be 
God’s people. 
1. What non-biblical beliefs and practices are Christians tempted to incorporate into their lives today? 
2. Why is this a lure? 
3. What do your idols look like? 
 
A missionary writes: “Coming back from a budding career on the mission field for medical reasons 
uncovered idols in my heart. I had gotten used to the accolades. “Wow, you lived in a mud hut in Africa?” 
“You saw giraffes and zebras and elephants on the way to work?” “You could hear bombs across the 
border from the refugee camp?” We could mesmerize our friends back home with our exploits: tales of 
exotic cultures and music and food, hilarious language blunders, and austere living conditions. 
One of my most cherished idols was the image of myself being a spiritual hero on the front lines of the 
cosmic battleground. “We could never do that,” whispered many voices back home. My life held eternal 
significance, a cut above the rest. 
 
Will I content myself in Him alone?” 
 
This caused me to search my own heart for “idols.” 
 
Prayer. 
 


