
GOD MOVES 
2 KINGS 22:8-20 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

1. Has anyone ever lost something valuable and later found it? 
2. How do we feel when we find something important, we had lost? 
3. Have you ever found something you didn’t know you had lost? 
Finding lost things typically brings us great excitement and joy. In today’s study, God’s Word was the lost 
thing that was suddenly found—in the middle of a big renovation project of the temple in Jerusalem. The 
king of Judah in our text today is Josiah. He came to the thrown at the age of eight and his reign is 
described in 2 Kings 22:2, “He did what was right in the LORD’s sight and walked in all the ways of his 
ancestor David; he did not turn to the right or the left.” His reign reminds us of Joash, another king who 
came to the throne as a child. In the 18th year of King Josiah’s reign, as the temple was being restored, 
Hilkiah, the High Priest found the Book of the Law. This is where we find the events in our text today 
2 Kings 22:8-20 allows us insight into Josiah’s character. And we will see how his character played a role 
in his response to the found scroll, they apparently didn’t even realize was lost.  
4. Is there a danger the next generation of our children will lose God’s Word and not even realize it is 

lost?  
We are only one generation away from losing God’s Word. We must pass it on! 
 

DISCOVERED! Read 2 Kings 22:8-10 
 
The reforms Josiah had ordered led them to repairing the temple. The people had put idols in the Lord’s 
temple and worshiped the detestable gods of the people around them. For over eight hundred years 
God’s chosen people had been in a repetitive cycle: Confession and Repentance—Sin—God’s warning—
God’s judgment/discipline. Over and over, they repeated this cycle. We learn at the end of 2 Kings that 
God had had enough! 
1. Why is it so important for people to read God’s Word? (So, we will know how much He loves us; what 

standards are we expected to live by; how we are to get through this life depending upon the Holy 
Spirit; how we are to share His love; how we are to share the gospel.) 

The Bible shows us what’s right and valuable. It teaches us how to treat people, what to avoid, and how to 
meet other’s needs. 
God’s Word is His instruction manual for life! It is where we find His will for our lives. 
2. Why might someone ignore God’s Word? (They may not even be aware of His Word. They don’t 

realize the importance of it. They think they are too busy. They simply choose to ignore it.) 
The High Priest, Hilkiah found the book of the law. The court secretary, Shaphan read it to King Josiah. 
Let’s see what happens. 
 

RESPONSE! Read 2 Kings 22:11-13 
 
1. What did you find more motivating as a child—an authority figure’s anger at discovering your 

wrongdoing or realizing you had disappointed that person? 
Wrath was a part of Josiah’s concern but enfolded in that was Josiah’s being grieved about disappointing 
God. Disobedience requires us to face the consequences of our actions. 
2. How did Josiah’s actions show his obedience to God? (Josiah showed grief over the disobedience of his 

predecessors and himself.)  
Josiah had done what was right before the book was found because of his own integrity and character. 
But there were still areas of his life that didn’t measure up to God’s standards. 
Grief and remorse without change is inadequate! 



3. What did Josiah instruct his secretary to do now? (Take some men with him and go find out what the 
Lord would have them do with this new information. See verse 12.) 

4. How does God use the Bible to move people to obedient action? (Read Hebrews 4:12.) 
Consider the rules of the road. If people weren’t aware of what lane to drive in or how to turn properly 
onto other roads, there would be countless accidents that could have been avoided by simply following 
directions! The same is true of God’s Word for our lives. 
When we read God’s Word, He reveals to us—through His Spirit— the right actions to take and attitude 
to have. 
Notice that Josiah doesn’t try to deflect the blame or make excuses. Hearing God’s words read, Josiah 
moved with prompt obedience to discern how to respond. 
 

PROVEN! Read 2 Kings 22:14-20 
 
Huldah is one of five prophetesses named in Scripture. The others are Miriam—Ex. 15:20, Deborah—
Judg. 4:4, Noadiah—Neh. 6:14, and Anna—Luke 2:36. 
Why God chose to speak through Huldah instead of the High Priest is known only to God. 
Huldah gives this five-man delegation a two-part message directed first toward the nation of Judah and 
second to King Josiah. 
Notice where the message came from—the Lord! 
1. What was the first part of the message she gave them? (“God is about to bring disaster on Judah and 

all of its inhabitants, fulfilling all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read.”) 
2. Why is He about to destroy them? (“Because they have abandoned Me and burned incense to other 

gods in order to provoke Me with all the work of their hands.” It is almost as if the people were 
disobedient on purpose.) 

3. What was the second message the Lord had for King Josiah? (The disaster would not happen in his 
lifetime because of his grief and humility before God upon reading the book.) 

4. Why does God expect His people to be obedient to His Word and solely committed to Him? (He is our 
Creator; He loves us; that is the life that is best for us; it glorifies Him; etc.) 

5. How does that kind of commitment affect all areas of a person’s life? (We are living life as God 
designed it to be lived. There are positive consequences to living by God’s design just as there are 
negative ones when we sin.) 

Josiah realized how far the people had wandered from what God had instructed and intended. When we 
throw away the map, we wander off course. Josiah’s heart was broken. Rather than being haughty and 
defensive, he was humble and submissive. 
6. How should knowing the Bible’s warnings impact how we live today? (We SHOULD respond in 

obedience to God out of a grateful heart.) 
7. What motivates more—the promise of God’s potential blessing or the warning of God’s potential 

judgment? 
8. What wise people do you approach when you need to understand something in the Bible? (We should 

surround ourselves with wise people who can help us understand God’s Word.) 
9. Why does God discipline us when we stray from Him? (His discipline is designed to draw us back to 

God.) 
Without God’s discipline we would never understand His love! 
 
The nation of Judah would feel God’s discipline because of their disobedience. Yet God would withhold 
that discipline until after Josiah’s death because his “heart was tender” toward God.  Twenty-six years 
after his death the nation fell to the Babylonians. 
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 



1. What are some ways we can help others read and study God’s Word? (Sunday School. Use the “Buddy 
System” to read a daily devotion or read the Bible through in a year. Others?) 

2. What is one thing you’ll use from our study to help you move toward a stronger commitment to God? 
No Spiritual Discipline is more important than reading God’s Word. None of us knows everything about 
the Bible, but we do know enough to start obeying God at a deeper level.  
 
Navigator’s organization uses the hand to get a grip on the Word. 
-Hearing the Word taught. 
-Reading the Bible. 
-Studying the Scriptures. 
-Memorizing God’s Word. 
-Meditating on God’s Word. 
 
Pray for understanding and strength to grow in the Lord. 
 


