
LISTEN TO GOD 
AMOS 2:4-16 

 
            Today we begin a study of four Minor Prophets. There are twelve Minor Prophets (labeled minor 
because they are short books), eight preached before the Babylonian exile and four after. All of them but 
one—Jonah preached to Israel and Judah for the most part. They carried a major message, that God had a 
plan for His people that even their sin couldn’t stop. Judgment would come, but so would a Messiah who 
would deliver them from their sin. 
            This quarter’s study focuses on four prophets who lived in the eight century BC. The people of 
Israel and Judah experienced a measure of prosperity and peace that would lead them to many social ills, 
such as oppressing the poor and worshiping idols. God raised up the major prophet, Isaiah and four 
minor prophets who would speak to the times. Their messages were like warning lights on a car that 
something was wrong and needed to be corrected. All these warnings were a demonstration of God’s 
patience. 
1. Because we have the privilege of hindsight, we know the people of that day did not listen to the 

warnings. Are we any more prone to listen to the warnings from God today? (People today are guilty 
of “religiosity”; they play church on Sunday and live neglecting God’s Word the rest of the week.) 

2. Is God’s warnings and judgment only for His people? (No! God’s Word and warnings are for all 
people.) 

This is evident in Amos 1 and the first few verses of chapter 2. God pronounces Judgment on all the 
heathen nations surrounding Israel and Judah. There is a slight difference in the sins; the heathen nations 
were guilty of sins against humanity while Israel and Judah are guilty of sins against God. 
 

WRONGS REVIEWED! Read Amos 2:4-5 
 
The verbiage here “even four” is like the straw that broke the camel’s back. I’ve had all I can take! 
1. What was Judah guilty of doing? (“Rejected the instruction of the LORD and have not kept His 

statutes.”) 
2. What responsibility goes with knowledge of God’s Word? (Obedience. Judah and Israel had been given 

greater light than other nations had been given, and consequently they would be judged by a stricter 
standard—see Luke 12:47-48.) 

At this point Israel is saying, “Yes! You get them Lord!” But their joy is short lived. 
Read Amos 2:6-8 
3. In your own words, what are the sins Israel committed? (The rich take unfair advantage of the poor. 

Sexual abuse of a slave girl. Failure to return a cloak taken as payment before night.) 
See Prov. 14:31. To oppress the poor is to show contempt for God. They knew better yet did it anyway. 
4. Why should the people of God live to a higher standard than others? (Christians are held to a higher 

moral standard of conduct because they have heard and received the Word of God! Christians should 
be the best citizens, workers, drivers, neighbors, and so on!) 

People should know who we are by the way we live! 
5. What are the dangers of allowing culture to decide what is right and wrong? (A true measure of a 

person is how they treat the weaker or less powerful. The “Gold Standard” for our actions is the Word 
of God!) 

The people of God had reverted to a sinful way of life and Amos sounded the warning that their sins 
would not go unpunished! 
 

HISTORY RELIVED! Read Amos 2:9-11 
 
The Amorites is another name for all the people of Canaan when Israel entered the land to defeat them. 



1. Why is it important to be reminded of God’s past blessings? (Living day to day we sometimes get 
discouraged and depressed by the circumstances we find ourselves in. We need to recall past victories 
to strengthen our faith for today.) 

2. How were the Israelites taken care of in the wilderness? 
3. How did God describe the Amorites? 
4. How completely did God destroy them? 
5. How does God provide messengers and examples in history point to His grace? (A quick look at the 

history of Israel revealed that God was full of grace and awaited Israel’s repentance to receive the 
grace they needed to avoid further judgment for their sins.) 

Christians should recount God’s gracious activity in their lives and respond with obedience rather than 
disobedience. Seeing God’s grace should not make us want to sin more but less. We should have a heart of 
gratitude! 
6.  How do you imagine the Israelites responded to the rhetorical question in verse 11? (That was then, 

today is different!) 
God is full of mercy and grace and desires a right relationship with all people. The Lord raised up 
prophets and Nazirites to guide them and inspire them. However, the Israelites had no desire to hear 
God’s message. 
 

JUDGMENT RECKONED! Read Amos 2:12-16 
 
1. Who will escape God’s wrath? (Amos used seven images indicating God’s judgment would be 

complete and applied to all.) 
2. What was the significance of silencing the prophets? (They did not want to hear what God had to say.) 
3. How do people express their dislike for God’s Word today? (They don’t attend church and certainly 

not a Bible study.) 
4. Nazirites lived out their commitment to God in a very visible way. How does our society react to 

people who live out their commitment to God today? (Mocked and called old fashioned. Goodie two 
shoes! Etc.) 

5. What things do people trust in today to avoid God’s judgment? (Live a good, clean moral life. Attend 
church. Give to the poor.) 

Amos reviewed the wrongs committed, reminded the people of God’s provision and grace, and indicated 
that judgment was coming.  They ignored his message and instead began to store up God’s judgment that 
would eventually be poured out upon them when the Assyrians overtook Samaria in 722 BC, about thirty 
years after Amos preached. 
 

CHALLENGE! 
 
1. How can we help each other listen to God and His truth? (Pray for each other. Encourage each other to 

be faithful in Bible study. Etc.) 
2. If Amos had been addressing you, what sins would be listed and what history recounted of God acting 

on your behalf? 
3. How do each of the things identified serve as motivation to follow God and His Word? 
4. What actions do you need to take considering what you identified? 
 

 
 



Some Good Advice 
 

Watch your thoughts, 
For they become words. 

Watch your words, 
For they become actions. 

Watch your actions, 
For they become habits. 

Watch your habits, 
For they become character. 

Watch your character, 
For it becomes your destiny. 

 


