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   Last Sunday we saw that Israel had been repeatedly warned that oppression and idolatry would lead to its 
demise. Amos spoke two final pleas: “Seek me and live!” (v. 4) and “Pursue good, not evil” (v. 14). The 
importance of these two phrases really can’t be overemphasized. Seeking God echoes the first four of the Ten 
Commandments while seeking good echoes the last six. The Lord wasn’t just trying to correct His people’s 
wayward ethics. He was trying to redirect them back to Himself – and to life!  
   Today we conclude our final study in the book of Amos. We have seen God’s promises of judgment and the 
consequences of that judgment, and today we see there is “Hope in God.” Amos describes God’s authority and 
that there is no place to hide from Him. Amos warns the Israelites of a “shaking” that would take place with no 
way to escape its destruction. Finally, we see Amos speak of a day when God would restore some of His 
people. We will see what these people must do to be restored and receive the blessings of God and live in a 
permanent and secure home.  
 
   Have you ever restored an old piece of furniture?  Y, N. How did you go about it? Is there a right way and a 
wrong way? There is enjoyment in completing a restoration project and seeing the final results of your work. 
Our verses today remind us that God wants us to be restored to Him. So, how do we know when we need 
restoring? What do we do when we feel a need for restoration? We may decide more sleep is needed, or 
perhaps exercise will help, maybe vitamins or supplements will do the trick. Perhaps we should consider 
letting God restore us. Just as we find pleasure in restoring an old piece of furniture, God has pleasure in 
restoring us when we repent. 
 
Read Amos 9:1-4 to see Amos’ final vision. 
   Amos saw the Lord standing by the altar, most likely the one at Bethel which was Israel’s most cherished 
place of worship. The altar represented God’s forgiveness, the place to appease the wrath of God and to enjoy 
peace with Him. It represented fellowship with God and commitment to Him. Ironically and scornfully, it is at 
the altar God commanded the destruction of the shrine and the deaths of everyone involved in the false 
religion. The emphasis of the vision is that though people would try, no one would be able to escape God’s 
judgment. 
 
Read Amos 9:5-6 “The Introduction” 
   Verses 5-6 is a hymn about God who reigns supremely over His creation. As we read these verses, we see 
God as having authority over both heaven and earth; therefore, no one can escape His judgment. 
   What happens when the Lord touches “the earth,” and it “melts?” This is trembling and shaking just like an 
earthquake. It is so severe that those experiencing it will “mourn.” Amos preached his message to Israel “two 
years before the earthquake” (Amos 1:1, Zech. 14:5).  
 
 
Read Amos 9:7-10 “The Shaking” 
   Why would the Israelites doubt Amos’ words of judgment?  Israel was enjoying military superiority, 
economic prosperity, and fervent religious activity, plus they knew they were God’s chosen, covenant people. 
They were God’s most treasured possession so what could go wrong? 
   What is Amos’ message in v8? God is watching “the sinful kingdom and I will obliterate it from the face of 
the earth.” I wonder what God thinks as He watches our “kingdom” today. 



   Is his next statement “I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob” a contradiction to v8? Not at all. The 
Northern Kingdom would cease to exist as a socio-political structure, yet the Lord would preserve for Himself a 
remnant of people from the house of Jacob who remained faithful to Him. The Lord’s mercy and gracious 
covenant promises would prevail despite Israel’s sin as a nation. 
   What is your understanding of the phrase “not a pebble will fall to the ground?” No person who rejected 
the Lord would escape His judgment. 
   In all our studies of Amos, he talks about God’s judgment coming, so what is the purpose of God’s 
judgment? The purpose of God’s judgment was to remove those who rejected the Lord and to save those who 
had been faithful to Him. God’s judgment on Israel would be a purifying act of removing waste. That which 
remained would be used for the glory of God. 
   We have seen at least eight references to the sword so how would the sinners “die by the sword?” God 
did not physically kill each person, but he did use an invading nation as His executioner. The Assyrians 
plundered and destroyed Israel’s capital, Samaria, in 722 BC. 
   The earthquake happened two years after Amos delivered his message, and with the nearly forty-year time 
span between the time Amos warned Israel until the time the end came, God gave Israel plenty of time to 
repent and turn back to Him.  
    
Read Amos 9:11-15 “The Restoration” 
   How do we see the fulfillment of v11 today? Amos declared the day would come when the Lord would re-
establish the throne of David and his kingdom in all its former glory. Today we recognize Jesus as the 
fulfillment of this promised king from the line of David. 
   What does Edom represent? Edom represents people from every nation who once stood in opposition to 
God. These people would one day become part of a renewed Israel under the authority of the coming Son of 
David who will rule over it. For this to happen, they must first be restored by God. The same is true for us 
today, there are times we must seek restoration with our Lord. 
   Amos not only foresaw the imminent judgment of Israel but also the restoration of Israel accompanied with 
abundant blessing in four agricultural activities: plowing, reaping, treading, and planting. The land would be so 
fertile that the reaper would not be able to collect his harvest before it was time for the plowman to begin 
breaking ground for the next season. Normally, there was a six-month period between the time of reaping and 
plowing. 
   Read Genesis 17:8 to see God’s promise to Abraham and then understand what Amos is doing with v15. 
Amos is recalling God’s faithfulness to His promise to Abraham. 
   The Lord called them “my people”, and He called Himself “the Lord your God.” There is no greater blessing 
believers may experience than hearing the Lord say to us, “You are My people, and I am your God.”  
 


