
THE UNFAITHFUL BRIDE 
HOSEA 1:1-9; 3:1-5 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

Look over the copy of Wedding Vows I have given you. 
1. Which part of the wedding vow would you rate as the most difficult to keep? 
2. Do you think people take their Wedding Vows seriously today? 
 
Today we begin a study of the book of Hosea and see his call to act obediently in response to God’s 
direction. Hosea is directed by Yahweh to marry an unfaithful bride.  
            This is a unique situation that serves as an object lesson, not as a model for our families. It 
demonstrates that God is faithful to His people. He pursues us, even when we have been unfaithful to Him 
and rejected His love. This is true, eternal, and unconditional love. 
            This is a true story, not a fairy tale. These are real people with real hurts and heartache in their 
lives. In the Book of Hosea, we feel the heartbeat of God possibly more clearly than in any other book of 
the Bible. 
3. What gives God the right to tell Hosea to go marry a woman he knows to be promiscuous? (God is 

sovereign and knows how to get His message of love and forgiveness to all people in a wide variety of 
ways. This example may reach someone no other example would touch.) 

What better way would there be for Hosea to understand the heart of God when His people are unfaithful 
to Him. Through Hosea’s marriage, God detailed the ruin and disaster that would occur to Israel because 
of its sin. 

CONTEXT: Read Hosea 1:1 
Hosea ministered approximately 40 years beginning around 750 A.D.  
 

OBEDIENCE DEMONSTRATED: Read Hosea 1:2-7 
 
1. Why did God tell Hosea to name his first son Jezreel? (This was a valley where many bloody battles 

had been fought. Jehu made a bloodbath when he slaughtered Ahab and Jezebel. This is where God 
would finally bring judgment on Israel.) 

2. Why was the next child named “No Compassion?” (God said, “I will no longer have compassion on the 
house of Israel.”) 

3. Why did God say He would “have compassion on the house of Judah?” (The Southern Kingdom of 
Judah had repented, and God delivered them by killing 185,000 Assyrians in one night.) 

4. How does Hosea’s marriage mirror the relationship between God and His people? (God’s chosen 
people had acted promiscuous by worshiping other gods again and again, and yet God sought to bring 
them back to Himself.) 

Hosea’s marriage to Gomer, in the coming pages of his prophecy, would reveal what God was doing with 
His unfaithful children. 
5. How can we remain faithful to God in all areas of our lives? (Recall how faithful God has been to us 

throughout our lives. Think about a time in life when we may have “cheated” God. Commit to obey 
Him in all things.) 

Perhaps we could benefit by being accountable to another trusted Christian for how we spend our time 
and money. Anything we put before God can be an idol—anything! 
Israel had forgotten that the blessings under God’s covenant were conditioned on their obedience. 
Gomer gave birth to a third child, and that child carried a name that classified God’s relationship with 
Israel. The first two children may have been Hosea’s, but this third child almost certainly was not his. 
 

UNFAITHFULNESS SEEN! Read Hosea 1:8-9 



 
1. What does the naming of Lo-Ammi reveal to us about God’s expectations for His covenant people? (As 

Gomer had broken her marriage covenant, Israel had broken their covenant with God.) 
Because Israel was acting adulterously toward God, they were not acting like His people, just as this new 
baby was called into question by Gomer’s unfaithfulness to Hosea.  
2. How can we best live up to being called Christians? (Grow and mature in faith and demonstrate a 

Christlike lifestyle.) 
Read Hosea 1:10-11 
These verses reveal that this disowning of the Israelites would not be the end of God’s children. They 
would one day be called children “of the living God.” The ultimate fulfillment is the Messiah who would 
bring God’s children together. 
 
At some point Gomer left Hosea for an adulterous relationship. Then whoever she was with decided to 
put her up for sale as a slave. God directed Hosea to take Gomer back even though she was now involved 
with other men. Hosea was to do this as an illustration of God’s love for Israel.  
 

RESTORATION SOUGHT! Read Hosea 3:1-5 
 
The Lord spoke again to Hosea, telling him to demonstrate grace and love to Gomer yet again, even 
though she had turned her back on him and their marriage.  
Visualize the auction block where slaves are sold, perhaps chained naked and alone. This was Gomer, 
used up and almost worthless to anyone but Hosea. 
 
This is the story of God’s mercy—a mercy that hardly even makes sense. 
1. How did Hosea’s actions toward Gomer symbolize God’s restoration of Israel—and us? (Hosea 

brought Gomer back to his home, to live with his children for the price of a slave. Our redemption was 
purchased by Jesus who was betrayed for the price of a slave. What unspeakable love.) 

There was a time that they were not intimate with each other. The parallel is Israel’s absence of a king 
and any formal religious activity until the people began to seek and serve the One true God again and He 
restored them. 
 
“Raisin cake” was a reference to a food that was an aphrodisiac and was part of the religious ceremony of 
the fertility cults. 
Notice that Gomer’s name is not even mentioned in this passage, only “a woman”. She had forfeited her 
right to Hosea’s love, but he gave it to her anyway, traveling to the slave yard to purchase her freedom.  
2. Why might someone seek anyone or anything other than God, knowing that He will welcome them 

with loving arms and acceptance? (Our sinful nature. Our short memories that easily forget God’s 
great love and compassion demonstrated by Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin. We have all been deceived, 
allured into a trap but God’s love is greater.) 

No matter how low we sink, God is willing to buy us back—to redeem us—and to lift us up again.  
Key: God loves you not because of who you are or what you have done but because of who He is! 
There is life-changing truth in the message of these three little words: God loves you! When we 
grasp this truth, really get it as deep as the marrow in our bones, it changes everything. 
 

CHALLENGE! 
 
1. Why are vows to God sometimes difficult to keep? 
2. What is some ways God has been faithful in spite of our sin? 
3. How can we help others understand that God will offer them grace if they return to Him? 
4. What can we do to demonstrate God’s grace in and through our class? 



Personal: 
5. Are there some areas of your life in which you may be guilty of failing to be totally faithful to God? 
6. What actions do you need to take to demonstrate your faithfulness to God? 
7. Of what do you need to ask for His forgiveness? 
 
Read Psalm 32:1-5 
 
Close with prayer of commitment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WEDDING VOWS 
 

I promise to love you and always be by your side, through all the ups 

and downs. 

 

I vow to always be faithful, and always be your best friend, no matter 

what the future might bring. 

 

I promise to always root for you, cheer you on, and be your biggest fan. 

 

I promise to love and support you in want and in wealth, in sickness 

and in health. 
 


