
THE HOLLOW PROMISES 
HOSEA 6:1-7:2 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

1. How would you define the word “loyal?” (It’s defined as “giving or showing firm and constant support 
or allegiance to a person or institution.”) 

2. Why is the loyalty of some people such a blessing and the disloyalty of others so disheartening? (We 
expect our friends to be loyal. We want friends who keep their word. We want them to be dependable, 
respectful and gracious. Our friends should expect the same from us.) 

God remains loyal to His people and expects them to remain loyal to Him in return. 
In our study of Hosea, we find the Israelites being unfaithful—disloyal—in both word and action. “Hosea 
chapter 4 began a forceful and bitter attack against the covenant-breaking of Israel in worshiping false 
gods. The charges include cursing, lying, stealing, adultery, and consulting idols. These serious charges 
paint a picture of empty religion and unrepentant hearts. Moreover, chapter 5 included dire prophecies 
of God’s fierce wrath against an unfaithful people. The Lord would come to Israel like a moth with its 
secret destructive power. Worse, He would appear like a raging lion, tearing flesh and carrying off 
carcasses. Yet even that dreadful chapter concluded with the Bible’s characteristic message of grace.”—
Richard Phillips. 
In all of Scripture there are few more passionate appeals to return to the Lord than the one given by 
Hosea in chapter 6. Hosea called on the people to turn to God, knowing He is the only source of healing. 
The people were challenged to know God and experience His presence. 
 

RETURN! Read Hosea 6:1-3 
 
1. Who had torn them and wounded them? (The Lord had done this to discipline His children.) 
2. What words of hope for those who have abandoned their faith do we find here? (If we return to Him 

the Lord will heal us, bind up our wounds and revive us again.) 
3. What is the mark of true repentance? (Is it enough to just say “I’m sorry?” True repentance carries 

with it deep remorse for the sins committed and a commitment to honestly turn from sin and to God.) 
4. What should have motivated their repentance? (The reason the Lord was going to allow the things to 

happen in chapter 5 was to bring His people to their senses. He wanted them to admit their guilt and 
see His face and His forgiveness.) 

Part of the motivation was to avoid discipline, then experience the sweet fellowship with Yahweh. God 
wanted them to admit their guilt and seek His face and His forgiveness. 
5. What is the significance of the third day in the Bible? (There are numerous examples of the “third day” 

in Scripture—Gen. 40:13; Ex. 5:3; 19:10-11; Joshua 1; Queen Ester; Jonah; and, of course, Jesus’ 
resurrection. The third day was used so frequently that it became kind of a technical expression 
meaning a time to wait for deliverance.) 

6. What are some of the factors that may cause a person to balk at turning to God in repentance? (Pride. 
Stubbornness. Blinded by Satan.) 

The nation lived their lives as if God did not exist, and they had no knowledge of His presence. As surely 
as the sun rose each day, God was among His people. However, they did not acknowledge His presence, 
and they lived the way they wanted to live. 
Hosea echoed God’s disdain for Israel’s short-lived commitments and ritual practices. God sent prophets 
who pronounced God’s judgment for the people’s lack of loyalty and obedience. 
Read Lamentations 3:22-23. 
 

LOYALTY! Read Hosea 6:4-6 
 



1. How did God describe the people’s faithfulness? (Like the morning fog that quickly dissipates and the 
dew that dries quickly in the sunlight.) 

God assessed their repentance and found it superficial. 
2. What did God really desire? (Read Ps. 78:34-37 and l Sam. 15:22-23.) 
3. How was Israel like Gomer? (How often Hosea must have uttered the same words to Gomer! I imagine 

that there were occasions when Gomer had cried her eyes out in sorrow as she pledged her undying 
love to Hosea and assured him that she would never be unfaithful to him again. But her promises had 
only lasted until she saw the next handsome man making eyes at her.) 

4. Again, what is the mark of true repentance? (Through Hosea God said, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 
and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings.” In other words, ‘Sacrifice apart from 
faithfulness and obedience to the Lord’s will is wholly unacceptable to Him.’) 

5. Why is loyalty valued by God more than religious rituals and practices? (God desires relationship 
above ritual. Jesus quoted Hosea 6:6 when Pharisees questioned Him about eating with tax collectors 
and sinners.) 

False repentance grieves only over the consequences of sin; people are sorry not that they sinned 
but that they got caught sinning. True repentance, by contrast, grieves over the sin itself! Remorse 
precedes true repentance. 
 
The people had broken their covenant with God. Even their religious leaders were guilty. Hosea publicly 
denounced the sins of Israel and Judah, pointing to a coming judgment. 
 

JUDGMENT! Read Hosea 6:7-7:2 
 
1. How is God’s discipline an expression of His love? (Godly discipline says to the child, “I love you too 

much to allow you to continue that type of behavior.” God desires a mutual loving relationship with us 
and He wants what is best for our lives. That is why God disciplines His children.) 

2. Can love exist without discipline? (I think not. Love requires discipline when we go outside the 
boundaries God sets for us. Discipline is for our good. The best life God has for us is within a loving, 
obedient relationship with Him.) 

3. How does sin harm our relationship with God? (Sin or disobedience to God comes between us and 
God and breaks our fellowship, as it did with Adam in the Garden of Eden.) 

4. How does our sin harm our relationship and fellowship with others? (If our relationship with God 
isn’t right it will not be at its best between us and our fellow Christians.) 

As Christians, we should be transparent about our struggles with sin. God desires us to return to a 
genuine relationship with Him. 
Read Joel 2:13; Acts 3:19 and Isaiah 55:6. 
Note: Confession of sin should only be as public as the sin itself. If I sin against an individual my 
confession shouldn’t be announced in the church bulletin. 
 

CHALLENGE! 
 
Hosea: 

• Highlighted the sins of the people and the priests.  
• Pointed to a coming judgment. 
• Called the people to repentance. 
• And shared a hope for the future. 

 
1. How does the impact of sin add to the urgency of sharing about Jesus with others? 
2. What actions should be taken to help us increase the urgency of sharing the gospel? 
 



Examine your life for evidence of true repentance and undivided loyalty to God. 
Thank God for the salvation He offers through faith in Jesus. 
If you have never believed in Jesus, reach out to me or one of our pastors. 
 
Close with prayer of commitment. 
 


