
THE RESTORATION PROMISED 
HOSEA 14:1-9 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

1. When you restore a piece of old furniture what are some steps you have to go through? (I discovered 
that there are eight steps: clean, examine, remove old finish, sanding, chemical stripper, seal the 
wood, stain or paint, and apply finish.) 

Restoration is hard work and takes time. 
2. How do we restore our fellowship with our Heavenly Father after we have sinned? (There may not be 

eight steps, but it takes commitment on our part to confess and repent.) 
During his half century of prophetic ministry, Hosea repeatedly echoed a threefold message: God abhors 
the sins of His people; judgment is certain; but God’s loyal love stands firm. In previous sessions in Hosea, 
we have noted repeated indictments against Israel for their sins. Hosea pointed out the specific actions of 
the people that were moving them away from God. In today’s study, we will begin to see a glimmer of 
hope based on God’s unfailing love and forgiveness.  
James Boice writes that this appeal “is God’s last word—a word that is to sustain the people during the 
coming days of captivity.” 
 
Hosea called on Israel to return to God in repentance. The people needed to admit their sin, especially 
their misguided trust in things other than Yahweh.  
 

TRUE REPENTANCE! Read Hosea 14:1-3 
 
1. What is Hosea’s plea in these verses? (Return and repent.) 
2. Why do we refuse to admit our sins even when we know what we have done was wrong? (Pride. 

Selfishness.) 
3. God knows our sins, why are words of confession and repentance important? (We need to verbalize 

our sin as we confess specifics of what we have done or failed to do.) 
When we hear our own lips speak the abominations, we have committed against God we realize the 
shame we have brought on ourselves and the pain we have inflicted on our Lord! 
 
We must acknowledge our sin! 
 
Read Luke 15:21 
 
4. How does the repentance called for by Hosea compare to the repentance called for by Jesus? (The 

repentance Jesus talked about was with humility, verbal and sincere. That is what Hosea called for as 
well.) 
 

First, there was an appeal for forgiveness. Forgiveness is directly tied to an awareness of one’s sin, and 
this was where the prayer of repentance started. Second, there was a renunciation of false gods. Third, 
there was an appeal to the character of God. Ultimately, the heart, not the actual words, is the most 
important part of praying for repentance. But words are necessary.  
 
Sin will always rob people of God’s best for them! Repentance restores! 
 

TRUE FORGIVENESS! Read Hosea 14:4-7 
 



1. What did God promise to do if His people would confess their sin and repent? (Heal; love; turn away 
my anger; etc.) 

 
In other words, God would pour out His richest blessings on His people if they would turn back to 
Him. 
 
2. How should God’s promise of love and forgiveness motivate us to repent and turn to Him? (The 

promise of God’s blessings should cause us to turn back to Him!) 
A believing remnant from Israel would experience the restoration of God described here. The actions of 
the Israelites had brought the anger of God. Ultimately, Jesus died on the cross as punishment for our sin 
to turn away God’s wrath from us—2 Cor. 5:21. 
God yearned to renew the health of Israel and cause it to flourish again like the cedars of Lebanon.  
3. What does God’s response reveal about Him? (Like the father of the prodigal son, our Heavenly Father 

is standing, waiting with arms wide open for us to return to Him.) 
“What we believe about God determines what we do. If we believe that God is good; if we believe that He 
is smart; if we believe that He has our best interest at heart; then trusting Him is relatively easy.”—Josh 
Hunt 
We must come to love the Christian life or we will never come to live the Christian life. Service is either a 
joy or a struggle! 
 

TRUE WISDOM! Read Hosea 14:8-9 
 
1. What advantages do we find here to following God? (“The ways of the Lord are right and the righteous 

walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.”) 
2. How is repentance an act of wisdom? (We are turning back to live the way God designed for us to live 

and we will receive God’s blessings.) 
3. How is repentance an act of faith? (We are demonstrating we believe God can and will do as He has 

promised.) 
The people of Israel had a decision to make. They would either walk in the ways of God or they would 
walk in rebellion against Him. It’s not enough to know that God’s ways are right; we must walk in them. 
4. What are the blessings true repentance brings into a person’s life? (First, is fellowship with God. Then 

God gives the blessings mentioned in this chapter.) 
The Israelites had turned away from God and forgotten that no other Savior exists! Hosea’s message was 
a plea from God for them to return to Him.  
 
“The Book of Hosea presents a compelling love story of God’s unfailing, steadfast care for His people 
despite their unfaithfulness, in gratitude, and repeated rebellion. While God’s people abandoned Him for 
pagan idols, His love would forever remain in place as He calls His people back to Himself.”—Charles F. 
Stanley. 
 

CHALLENGE! 
 
Key points: 

• We must admit our sin and need for forgiveness. 
• People who turn to God in repentance find His love and forgiveness. 
• Wisdom is found in turning to God in repentance. 

1. How did you come to understand your need for repentance? 
2. How did you respond when you realized your need? 
3. Who do you know that needs to hear about God’s promise to forgive their sin? 
Ask God to help you share the truths we have studied today with at least one person this week. 


