
LEADERS NEEDED 
MICAH 3:1-12 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

1. What are some games we played as children that required a leader? (Simon Says; Follow the Leader; 
etc.) 

2. When playing these games what was the goal of the leader? (Many times, it was to lead others to do 
something they could not accomplish.) 

3. How do we know if a leader has our best interests in mind? (They work for the overall betterment of 
all their followers. They don’t seek only to satisfy their own interest. They bring out the best in those 
they lead. God’s people need godly leaders who help them stay on God’s path.) 

The timing of this lesson is remarkable. Perhaps it is one week late—but that can’t be so because God is in 
charge of the timing! Discussion about our local, state, and national leaders has filled the news and 
conversations for the last few months. Would that our leaders would follow God’s leadership as they lead 
us. 
Sometimes leaders must go against the will of the people in order to follow God, as in the example 
of Moses. 
 
Today we begin a three-week study in the book of Micah. Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea. 
He preached primarily to Judah between 730 and 690 BC. His name means “Who is like Yahweh?” Jotham, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah were kings of Judah during this time. He was from Moresheth, southwest from 
Jerusalem. To intensify the image of grief, Micah walked around barefoot and naked at God’s direction. 
Micah 3:12 is quoted in Jeremiah 26:18. This is one of the very few times an OT book is quoted in another 
OT book. 
In today’s study, the prophet Micah clearly revealed that ungodly leadership will lead to God’s judgment. 
Micah was specific in the leaders he addressed and the consequences for their actions. He began by 
addressing unjust leaders. Micah called out the rulers of Israel for their distortion of justice seen in their 
self-serving policies. He explained that their calls to God would go unanswered because of their sin. 

SELF-SERVING LEADERSHIP! Read Micah 3:1-4 
 
1. Micah begins with a rhetorical question. What does his question imply? (It implies they either don’t 

know what is just or their actions say they don’t do what is just even though they know.) 
It was very evident that the leaders’ knowledge and their actions didn’t match. 
2. What emotions are stirred when we read about how the leaders were devouring the poor? (Anger; 

frustration; etc.) 
Read Exodus 23:6-8 
3. How did the leaders’ treatment of the people in their charge compared to what was instructed in 

Exodus 23? 
4. Which is worse, an ungodly leader or an incompetent leader? 
5. What could the poor do about how they were being treated? (They were helpless and unable to gain 

any justice at all.) 
6. When judgment came why did God not answer the leaders’ cries? (They had distorted justice, hating 

good and loving evil. Their perverse standards were the opposite of the way leaders should think and 
act. They would experience God’s justice!) 

7. Where do we see people who “hate good and love evil” in our world today? (We must be careful how 
we answer this question. One commentator said: “Most of us have a pet sin or two that we have a high 
tolerance for and readily excuse. Our flesh is sin’s ally, and we fight against our own natural desires in 
our struggle to “be holy in all” 1 Pet. 1:15.”) 



Micah also called out the people holding religious positions in Israel for using their positions for personal 
gain at the expense of proclaiming the truth. By contrast, Micah pointed out the sin of Jacob and Israel as 
directed by the Holy Spirit. 
 

CORRUPT PROPHETS! Read Micah 3:5-8 
 
1. What sin are the prophets called out for in verse 5? (The false prophets were at one time servants of 

God who allowed greed to grip their hearts. It was their sin that would ultimately blind them so that 
they would no longer be able to see visions from God.) 

Prophets in Micah’s day were declaring prosperity for the people of God while the Assyrians and later the 
Babylonians were being prepared to bring judgment against the injustices of Israel and Judah. 
2. Does this mean we are not to pay our ministers? (No. Prophets and priest could receive money or 

goods for their services, but they were not supposed to take advantage of this provision. See Num. 
18:8-13; 1 Sam. 9:6-8; Amos 7:12; 1 Cor. 9:14.) 

3. What are the consequences of their sin of greed? (Read verses 6-7.) 
4. What sets Micah apart from these other prophets? (He was “filled with power by the Spirit of the 

LORD.”) 
In the Old Testament people were filled with the Holy Spirit at specific times and other times they were 
not. However, since the day of Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection all Christians continuously have the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. 
Micah wasn’t bragging, he was simply stating the truth! In other words, Micah’s message was from God 
through the Holy Spirit! 
We need leaders who are unafraid to stand for the truth and who will speak up for those who do not have 
a voice. Christian leaders should be leaders, not followers, when it comes to standing for the poor and 
oppressed. 
5. Why might people be surprised that God will not listen to their prayers due to their sin? (They are 

blinded to their sin. They believe that God is loving and merciful and will not judge them for their sin.) 
6. What role should Christian leaders play in shaping culture? (Stand for and speak the truth of God’s 

Word to everyone, even though it may cost you.) 
Micah spoke with confidence a message the existing leaders didn’t want to hear. He declared that 
Jerusalem would be destroyed because of the unjust actions of its leaders. Remember Micah’s ministry 
was an entire century before the Babylonian invasion.  
 

RESPONSIBILITY DECLARED! Read Micah 3:9-12 
 
1. What specific charges did Micah bring against the leaders? (“Abhor justice and pervert everything 

that is right.”) 
The violence and injustice of the leader’s ensured bloodshed was a common part of Judah’s existence. 
They issued rulings for a bribe, priests taught for payment and prophets practiced divination for money. 
2. Despite all these sins what did they cry out? (“Isn’t the Lord among us? No disaster will overtake 

us.”—verse 11.) 
3. What would be the consequences of their sin? (Micah 3:12.) 
God was just in judging the sin of Israel, and He was gracious in sparing Judah under the leadership of 
Hezekiah. 
4. What attitudes toward God are expressed by leaders today? (Many of them don’t even think God 

exists or if He does, He doesn’t care about us. It is evident in their actions!) 
God promised to bring judgment, but He also promised to gather a remnant from among them and to 
serve as their Leader (Micah 2:12). It’s this reference to God as Leader that turns the attention to the self-
serving leaders who were leading Judah astray. 
 



CHALLENGE! 
 
1. Are you a leader in your home, in your work, in your neighborhood, or in your church? Who is looking 

to you for godly guidance? 
Every one of us has a leadership role somewhere. We may not be formally recognized as a leader but if 
you are a Christian people are watching you. They are looking at how you allow God to control or lead 
your life.  
2. What role do we play in seeing that justice is carried out and that right is celebrated, and evil is 

condemned? (We have a voice in our society by voting for leaders who are people of integrity and 
have high morals. As God leads you, get involved in supporting godly leaders.) 

Pray for our elected leaders, God can change hearts. 
Pray for our Pastoral staff. 
Pray for our families. 
Pray for God to use us in leadership roles. 
Pray that we will “Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.” Rom. 12:9 
 


