
IN THE BEGINNING 
JOHN 1:1-14 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson with LifeWay’s Explore the Bible) 
            
 Today we begin a six-month study of the Gospel of John. The Gospel of John is different from the other 
three Gospels, called the synoptic Gospels because they give a summary of Jesus’ ministry. Matthew 
begins with the genealogy of Jesus from Abraham; Mark begins with the ministry of John the Baptist and 
Jesus’ baptism; and Luke begins with the birth of Jesus. 
             
John tells us the purpose of his book near the end of the book in John 20:30-31. Let’s read that passage. 
 
John used the word “believe” 98 times; more than the other three gospels combined. The words—belief-
believe-believed-believes occur 292 times in the Bible, one-third of them in the book of John. 
            
The primary audience for Matthew was the Jews; for Mark it was the Romans; for Luke it was the 
Greeks; and for John all mankind. 
             
Rob Salvato says that “John only uses about 600 words in his vocabulary, which is the vocabulary of a 
seven- or eight-year-old. John writes in non-technical terms that a child can understand but he writes of 
great spiritual truths deep enough to study our entire life.” 
            
John never identifies himself by name in his Gospel but uses the phrase “the one Jesus loved.” He refers to 
John the Baptist only as John knowing there wouldn’t be any confusion. 
 

WAS THE WORD! Read John 1:1-5 
 
1. What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “In the Beginning?”  
Before time God was. 
2. Why is that truth so difficult for us to grasp? (We live in a world where there are limits, boundaries 

and where time exists.) 
3. What do we normally think about when we think of The Word? (Bible, The Word of God. Seldom do 

we think of Jesus.) 
John doesn’t try to explain when or what the beginning is, but simply states that the Word was already 
present at the beginning. 
4. Why was it important for John to emphasize that Jesus existed before time? (He was not a created 

being, He was God.) 
5. What evidence do we see of Jesus’ divinity in these verses? (He not only was with God, but He was 

also God! He created all things that exist from the amoeba to the largest galaxy. Nothing evolved from 
one species to another, the Word created ALL THINGS!) 

6.  What does it mean that “Life was in Him, and that life was the light of Men?” (Through Jesus we not 
only have physical life, but we have eternal life, spiritual life, which guides us out of darkness into the 
light.) 

7. What does darkness represent? (Darkness represents evil in the world we live in. That darkness 
continually tries to put out the light, but it will never overcome it.) 

8. What happens when you bring a light into a dark room? (The darkness flees. Headlight illustration: 
How far down the road can you see with your headlights? Maybe 200 yards. How far away can you see 
a vehicle approaching you? Maybe a mile on a straight road. Others can see your light way before you 
can adequately see what lies ahead. We are to let our light shine for others to see. Our faith may not 
see far down the road, but others can see our spiritual light long before we approach them.) See Matt. 
5:14. 



9. Does it sometimes seem like the darkness is winning? Why? (When Jesus lives in us, His light shines 
out to others. Maybe one reason darkness seems to be winning is because believers are so full of sin 
that Jesus’ light cannot come through.) 

10. How much of The Light are you allowing to shine through your life? 
 
The only time darkness wins is when the Light isn’t shining! 
 
Jesus’ deity is an ongoing theme in John’s Gospel. It’s a key piece to his argument that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Another vital element is what others said about Him.  
 

MADE KNOWN! Read John 1:6-8 
 
1. What did John emphasize through repetition in this passage? (John was very careful to keep the focus 

on Jesus, who He was and why He came, God in flesh!) 
2. Why did John the Baptist come? (God sent him. John was the last of the prophets.) 
3. What was John the Baptist’s purpose? (Verse 7.) 
4. How might we help other people believe in Jesus? (John the Baptist was sent to testify, he was a 

witness. He testified, not about himself, but about the Light.) 
Some asked John the Baptist if he was the Messiah they had been waiting for and he told them he was not 
but came to testify about him. His arrival and proclamation were integral parts of God’s plan.  
Like John the Baptist, we are messengers sent to tell others about the Light. Being a witness for Jesus is 
not complicated. We simply tell others what we have discovered about Jesus, how He brought life and 
light into our lives, and how He can do the same for them. 
5. In his Gospel, Luke shared the background of John the Baptist’s birth. Why didn’t John the apostle 

share more of those details in his Gospel? (Those details were outside the purpose of his Gospel, and 
he wrote what the Holy Spirit led him to write.) 

Sometimes we hesitate to share because we might be concerned about how our testimony will reflect on 
us. God simply wants us to point others to Jesus. If we reflect Him well, people will notice and respond.  
 

IN THE FLESH! Read John 1:9-14 
 
1. What is the significance of John’s description of the light of Christ as true light? (There are a lot of false 

teachers that claim to have the truth but what they teach contradicts the teachings of God’s Word. 
Jesus is the only true light.) 

2. Why is it important that Jesus is fully God and fully human? (Only God could live a perfect life and die 
for our sin but only a human could make the sacrifice to atone for our sin! That is why He is called 
Emmanuel—God with us!) 

3. Why did Jesus’ own people reject Him? (He was not the Messiah they were expecting, all through the 
Old Testament prophets had described Him to a T, but they still didn’t believe. Jesus also disagreed 
with their beliefs and actions; He wasn’t born a king but a poor man from Nazareth, and He made 
them uncomfortable with His teachings regarding a relationship with God versus religious 
formalities.) 

4. How do we become children of God? (Notice verse 13, we do not become children of God because of 
human bloodlines, sexual desire, or human will. What we could not and cannot do for ourselves—
make a way for our salvation—God provided in Jesus! When we receive Him and believe in who He is, 
we become children of God and joint heirs with Him.) 

 
John says he and others walked with Jesus, we observed His glory, and the Only Son of the Father was full 
of grace and truth. Those closest to Jesus did not see impatience and irritability seep out. All that came 
out was glory, grace, and truth because that’s who He was.  



5. How does Jesus becoming human demonstrate the glory of God? (Through Jesus’ obedience God the 
Father received glory and every time someone accepts Jesus as Savior and Lord God the Father 
receives glory.) 

 
The Word who became flesh and dwelt among us, revealing God’s glory, was the exact opposite of the 
Greek and Roman gods that were imaginary, unapproachable, and unknowable. In contrast, God’s only 
Son invites us to follow Him and behold His glory as He works in our lives. 
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 
1. What difference does Jesus make in your life? 
2. Although you can’t explain it have you accepted by faith that Jesus was fully human and fully God? 
3. How can we show our love and appreciation for who Jesus is in our daily lives? (Worship, serve, obey, 

study His Word, spend time with Him, share Him with others, give Him my total commitment.) 
 
When we live like this, His light will shine bright in the darkness. 
 


