
COME AND SEE 
JOHN 1:35-51 

 
Would anyone be willing to share how you first came to follow Jesus? 
            My testimony, although important, was not a dramatic event. I was about eight years old and 
accepted Christ in our morning worship service. Not much changed in my life but a direction had been set 
to follow Jesus, and the rest is history. 
While some testimonies are very dramatic most are not but are life changing. Listen to the story of how 
Dr. Francis Collins came to be a follower of Jesus. (Read or have someone read the following:) 
            Dr. Francis Collins, considered to be one of the most effective and ground-breaking scientists in the 
world, chaired the Human Genome Project. He begins his journey as an atheist, but while he was working 
in a hospital, he was attending a woman who had exhausted her options for treatment and was going to 
die soon. This woman had a strong faith, and she said, ‘You know, I’m ready to go. Don’t worry about me.’ 
And then she said, ‘Dr. Collins, you’ve been so kind to listen to me and care for me and listen to me share 
with you about my faith. Tell me about your faith. Tell me what you believe.’ Collins later wrote: ‘Nobody 
had ever asked me that question before, not like that, not in such a simple, sincere way. I realized I didn’t 
know the answer. I felt uneasy. I could feel my face flushing. I wanted to get out of there. The ice was 
cracking under my feet. Suddenly, by this simple question, everything was a muddle.’ 
            Collins began to wonder if he was an atheist because he had chosen the position of reason or 
because it was the answer he wanted. Finally, it came to him. ‘As a scientist, I had always insisted on 
collecting rigorous data before drawing a conclusion. And yet, in matters of faith, I had never collected 
any data at all. I didn’t know what I had rejected. So, I decided that I should be a little better grounded in 
my atheism. I better find out what this is all about. So, he asked a patient of his who was a Methodist 
minister. He suggested that I read the Gospel of John, which I did … I found the scripture to be interesting, 
puzzling, and not at all what I had thought faith was about … then I began to read C. S. Lewis and realized 
there was a great depth of thinking and reasoning that could be applied to the question of God.’ 
            As he studied the historical evidence, he was stunned at how well documented and how historically 
accurate the Bible is. He also saw a surprising fidelity of the transmission of the manuscripts that were 
passed down over the centuries. And, over time, Francis Collins, based on the accumulation of the 
evidence that he observed, concluded that God exists, and that Jesus is the Son of God.” (Richard E. 
Simmons III, reflections on the Existence of God.) 
            Last week we focused on the person of Jesus and how He is both “fully God” and “fully Man.” Today 
we will see how Jesus called some of His first followers. The events we will study today took place at least 
six weeks after Jesus was baptized by John.  
To set the context: John was baptizing people in the Jordan River. Jesus walked by one day and John 
proclaimed, “Here is the Lamb of God.” V29. The next day Jesus passed by again.  
Let’s read John 1:35-39. 
What was Jesus’ simple invitation to these two men? (“Come and See.”)  
 

ANDREW AND PETER: Read John 1:40-42 
 
Andrew found his brother and told him they had found the Messiah—the Anointed One. 
1. Why do you think Andrew was so intent on telling his brother about the Messiah? (Jews in the first 

century longed for the Messiah. They believed the Messiah would come and conquer Rome and their 
other enemies while restoring the royal line of David to the throne.) 

It was not enough for Andrew to tell Simon about Jesus; he felt compelled to bring his brother to the 
Messiah. 
2. How does meeting Jesus give a person a new identity? (When we accept Jesus as our Savior and Lord 

a transformation begins in us that continues for a lifetime. We should become more like Jesus and 



more of what or who He wants us to be. It would take a while, but Simon would eventually live up to 
the name “Peter.”) 

Evangelism simply involves introducing people to Jesus. Telling others about Jesus can be challenging and 
may cause fear but knowing how Jesus can change people’s lives should motivate us to bring them to 
Him.  
3. What challenges do we face when telling family members about Jesus? (We want to be careful not to 

alienate them, so they quit coming around us. As we studied last week, our life should be a light for 
Jesus that draws people to us. Pray that God will open the right doors for you to share what God has 
done and is doing in your life.) 

One living sermon is worth a hundred explanations! 
4. How can Andrew’s actions serve as an example for us? (Just ask them to come and see for 

themselves.) 
 
So far, we’ve seen John the Baptist and Andrew witness to Jesus. But John also highlighted the testimony 
of Philip. 
 

PHILIP! Read John 1:43-46 
 
1. Who found who? (Jesus is always seeking others.) 
2. What seems to be a person’s first inclination when they first meet Jesus in these verses? (They look 

for someone else to share the good news about Jesus.) 
3. How might a person’s preconceived notions about Jesus affect his or her willingness to follow Him? 

(An individual’s preconceived ideas about the Bible being a book consisting of nothing, but “dos and 
don’ts” can hinder them from learning about the love, mercy, grace and hope it really contains.) 

4. What can we learn from how Philip responded to someone else’s skepticism or doubts about Jesus? 
(Philip didn’t argue or debate. He just encouraged Nathanael to meet Jesus and make up his own 
mind. He knew that no prophecies associated the Messiah with Nazareth. Still, Philip invited him to 
“come and see.” That simple invitation became a turning point in Nathanael’s life. 

 

NATHANAEL! Read John 1:47-51 
 
1. Why did Jesus’ words convince Nathanael that He was the Son of God and the King of Israel? (Jesus 

revealed that He knew the purity of Nathanael’s heart. Nathanael was a man of genuine faith. Fig trees 
were symbols of peace and reflection. We don’t know exactly what Nathanael was doing under the fig 
tree or how Jesus saw him. But Nathanael was most likely praying or contemplating Scripture. Jesus 
may have been suggesting that Nathanael was a true student of God’s Word.) 

Nathanael knew he had never met Jesus, yet Jesus had seen into the very core of his character. This was 
enough to convince him that Jesus was the Messiah. 
2. How did Jesus refer to Himself in these verses? (He liked to use the term “the Son of Man” for Himself. 

It revealed both His deity and His humanity.) 
Concerning verse 51 one writer says: “I don’t know that the Bible spells it out, per se. But I think we can 
get a good idea. The angels were “ascending and descending” on a LADDER in Jacob’s dream. That is how 
they were getting to heaven. The ladder was their “means” of getting to heaven. So, when Jesus says here: 
“You will see the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man,” He is using the same 
language from Genesis, only HE is taking the place of the LADDER.  
3. How does Jesus offer His followers assurance that He is the Son of God? (Jesus connected with 

Nathanael, but He was interested in taking that connection even deeper. He let His new disciple know 
that just as He could see Nathanael’s past, He also held his future. Jesus promised Nathanael and the 
other disciples that they would see God working through Him. These works would prove that God was 
revealing Himself through the Son. Jesus would connect heaven and earth.) 



Jesus still assures believers through His involvement in their lives and through the works they 
accomplish through Him. 
 

SUMMARY! 
 
1. What titles for Jesus are used in our passage today?  

• “The Lamb of God” v35 
• “Messiah” meaning “Anointed One.” v 41 
• “The One Moses wrote about in the Law” v 45 
• “Rabbi” “Son of God” “King of Israel” v 49 
• “Son of Man” v 51 

2. Imagine a new Christian joined the church and the Pastor asked you to disciple them. What would you 
do? What do we learn from Jesus’ example? (When we stop to think of it, this was an incredibly simple 
way of doing it. Jesus had no formal school, no seminaries, no outlined course of study, no periodic 
membership classes in which He enrolled His followers. None of these highly organized procedures 
considered so necessary today entered His ministry. Amazing as it may seem, all Jesus did to teach 
these men His way was to draw then close to Himself. He was His own school and curriculum.) 

3. How can we reach people? (Simply witness as we go about our daily duties.) 
“Years ago, a new Christian named Albert McMakin, age 24, loaded his pickup truck with friends and took 
them each night to an evangelistic campaign in his city. You may never have heard McMakin’s name; but 
you’ve heard the name of one of his passengers, a young man who was converted that week—Billy 
Graham.”—David Jeremiah. 
 
Oscar Thompson wrote an evangelistic book entitled: “Concentric Circles of Concern.” The chart below 
was developed to help us look around us and identify who within our circles need Jesus. I challenge you 
to write and pray for the people who are in you circles that need Jesus! 
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