
NOTICE: THERE WILL NOT BE A LESSON PLAN PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK. 

 
I WILL RISE 
JOHN 2:11-23 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson with LifeWay ETB Materials) 
 

1. What are some advertisement signs we see along the highways and interstates? (Gas stations; eating 
establishments; Buc-ees; Hotels; etc.) 

2. What is the purpose of these signs? (To let you know what is coming ahead.) 
3. What was the purpose of the signs or miracles John recorded in his Gospel about Jesus? (Read John 

20:30-31.) 
I know we looked at that verse last week but I think we need to keep this purpose in the forefront as we 
study John’s Gospel. 
Jesus was born to die but He came, not for death, but for life. He was born to die for the sins of the 
world so that the world might have eternal life through Him! That is what John’s “signs” point us to. 
 
John 2:1-10 records a wedding in Cana of Galilee attended by Jesus’ family and disciples. The host ran out 
of wine. Jesus performed His first recorded miracle by turning 140 or so gallons of water into fine wine. 
The purpose of this sign was to demonstrate Jesus’ transforming power. Someone has well said that 
nature forms us, sin deforms us, penitentiary reforms us, education informs us, the world conforms us, 
but only Jesus transforms us! 
 
As we study John 2:11-23, pay attention to how Jesus’ words and actions point to truths about who He is, 
His crucifixion, His resurrection, and His kingdom.  
 

GLORY SHOWN! Read John 2:11-12 
 
1. What was the immediate purpose of this sign John recorded? (As always to bring glory to the Father 

and Son.) 
2. Why did Jesus’ miracle lead the disciples to believe in Him? (Because of the miracle, His disciples 

believed in Him. Their faith was strengthened. They already believed at some level and now it was 
deeper.) 

The word believed is the verb form of “faith.” Thus, Jesus’ disciples “faithed” in Him. Something deep 
inside them profoundly changed because of what they witnessed. There was much more to come! 
3. How does Jesus reveal His glory to us today? (The sign of the wine showed Jesus’ ability to do the 

impossible and His willingness to meet tangible human needs. It highlighted His compassion for 
people in helpless situations.) 

Jesus works in all areas of our life. Far too often Jesus works in a situation, and we attribute it to simply 
coincidence. Sometimes what brings God glory is seen as pain in our life. God involves Himself in the 
ordinary aspects of our lives, yet with extraordinary results. 
 
All males in Israel were commanded to go to Jerusalem three times annually for the Feasts of Passover, 
Pentecost, and Booths (Deut. 16:16) to commemorate the LORD’s deliverance of them from Egypt, His 
provision for them through the wilderness, and His goodness to them in the Land of Promise.  

WORSHIP EXPECTED! Read John 2:13-17 
 



1. When Jesus entered the Temple area what was going on? (People were selling animals and birds to be 
sacrificed. Money changers were also set up to exchange Roman coins for Jewish coins for the tax to 
be paid.) 

2. Was what they were doing okay? (Yes. They were providing a service for those who had traveled a 
long way and needed an animal to sacrifice.) 

3. What were they doing wrong? (They were conducting business in the “Court of the Gentiles.”) 
The Temple area was arranged with the Most Holy Place where the Ark of the Covenant resided until it 
was lost during the Babylonian invasion; the Holy Place where the priest offered daily prayers; the Altar 
for sacrifice; the Court of Jewish Men; the Court of Jewish Women and the Court of Gentiles. 
The problem wasn’t what they were doing it was where they were doing it. Although not mentioned in 
John, Matthew’s account indicated they were “price gouging” as well. 
4. How does worship help maintain a right relationship with God? (Sincere worship of God helps us keep 

a right perspective. Yahweh is to be worshipped and praised by His creation. Rather than focusing on 
sincere worship, those in the temple were distracted by the noises of sacrificial animals and 
merchants haggling. This was anything but worshipful.) 

To make matters worse, the merchants had taken over the only place in the temple where Gentiles could 
gather to worship. 
5. What are some ways people show disregard for worship today? (Approach worship with a nonchalant 

attitude. We are not really engaged in worship; we are distracted by any and everything. We simply go 
through the motions of worship, singing the songs without any feeling or emotion—just singing 
words!) 

6. In what ways do we interfere with other people worshiping? (Enter worship late, attracting attention 
to ourselves. Talking during worship. Using our phone.) 

7. What came to the disciple’s mind as they watched what Jesus did in the Temple? (Psalm 69:9 “Zeal for 
Your house has consumed Me.”) 

8. What consumes your life? What passion dominates you? For what would you give your blood and 
treasure? Is what you are devoted to worthy of your life? 

 
Everything Jesus did and said pointed to His role as Messiah. And while He would put an end to the 
sacrificial system through His death and resurrection, He still wanted to make sure people had an 
opportunity to focus on God and worship Him. But that wasn’t an acceptable motive for everyone. 
 

SIGN REMEMBERED! Read John 2:18-23 
 
I personally believe this event occurred at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. I know it really doesn’t make 
any difference except for the fact that there would be two events where Jesus cleansed the Temple. If 
there are two separate events, then almost exactly three years later they would have Jesus crucified and 
He would be resurrected. They would have their sign. 
1. How does the resurrection serve as a sign of Jesus’ glory and authority? (It shows His triumph over 

sin, death, and the grave! The crowd demanded external authority; Jesus pointed them to His 
resurrection.)  

Jesus replaced inadequate Jewish rituals with a faith system based on grace. His sacrifice on the cross as 
the ultimate Passover Lamb who would die for the world’s sins—John 1:29—rendered the old sacrificial 
system obsolete. What’s more, His resurrection provided the ultimate proof that He was the Son of God, 
the Savior of the world! 
2. How should Jesus’ authority affect the lives of believers today? (Commitment to and love for Jesus 

should be the zeal that burns in our heart. Sharing the good news should be our passion.) 
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 



• We should see Jesus working in even the small things. 
• We must worship God in Spirit and truth. 
• We should worship Jesus as the Son of God. 

 
1. How do you affirm Jesus’ authority in your life? 
2. How sincere is your worship? 
3. How do you help others worship? 
4. What rituals in your worship are mere substitutes for a genuine relationship with Jesus? 
5. What can you do to replace those rituals with a truly satisfying relationship with Jesus? 


