
I KNOW MY OWN 
JOHN 10:7-14, 25-30 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson using LifeWay’s ETB Materials) 
 

1. What are some products and systems people use to keep their homes secure? (Door. Bars. Locks on 
doors. Alarm systems. Cameras. Guards. Etc.) 

2. Can any of these keep you perfectly safe and secure? 
Home security is a huge business. We install security systems at home and work so we can feel safe and 
can protect what we own. In Bible times, shepherds served as security systems to protect sheep. Jesus 
described Himself as the Good Shepherd, explaining that He always protected the flock under His care. 
3. Why do you think Jesus compared believers to sheep in His day? (It was something the people were 

very familiar with. Sheep needed a shepherd perhaps more than any other animal.) 
Philip Keller’s book, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, describes a danger that is unique to sheep. Shepherds 
call it “cast down” or simply “cast.” It has to do with a sheep that cannot regain its feet after falling down 
or lying down and rolling over on its back. Without the shepherd to help them they will lay there and die 
or be killed by a predator. 
Keller continues to discuss some problems that are unique to sheep. The overall thrust of his book is how 
utterly helpless sheep are! They are of limited intelligence. As creatures of habit, they will follow paths 
through desolate places even though not far away is excellent forage. They are given to listless 
wandering. They are timid and stubborn and absolutely defenseless. Of all the animals subject to 
husbandry, they take the most work. Is it any wonder Jesus compared His followers to sheep! 
4. What would happen if a shepherd abandoned the sheep when danger arose? (Of course, the sheep 

would be in grave danger.) 
Shepherds who abandon their sheep really aren’t shepherds at all. They’re just taking a paycheck as long 
as things are safe and secure. Today’s study examines how Jesus serves as the Good Shepherd for His 
flock. He never abandons His sheep. Jesus will draw a stark contrast between Himself and the religious 
leaders of His day. As we look at this passage consider how Jesus has been a “gate” to protect you and a 
Good Shepherd who provides for you. 

THE GATE! Read John 19:7-10 
 
1. How is Jesus the “door of the sheepfold?” (Jesus is the only way to the Father. There are some who try 

to go another way but can’t get in. There are also those who would say they are the way—false 
teachers claiming to be Messiah.) 

2. In what way were the ones who came before Him “thieves and robbers?” (They tried to take what was 
not theirs.) 

The sheep did not follow them because they knew it was not the voice of the Shepherd. 
3. How do we come to recognize the voice of the Shepherd? (By communicating with Him, reading His 

Word and prayer.) 
True sheep (believers) could discern between pretenders and the true Shepherd! “Jesus focused on the 
promise that believers will find pasture. This metaphor portrays God’s protection, peace, and provision. 
“—Leader’s Guide. 
Read John 10:10 
4. We know we are secure once we place our faith in Jesus. In what ways can the enemy “Steal and kill 

and destroy” the believer? (If we listen to him, he can steal our peace, kill our testimony and destroy 
our influence as believers.) 

5. What does the abundant life look like? (Jesus came that we might have abundant life. People try to live 
fuller lives through possessions, positions, power, or pleasure. But we experience full peace and joy 
only through Jesus.) 



So, Jesus serves as the Gate, protecting His sheep, those who follow His voice. But shepherds in the first 
century did more than just guard the sheep pen. Sometimes, they had to make sacrifices for the flock. The 
next passage makes it clear that Jesus was more than willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for His sheep. 
 

THE TRUE SHEPHERD! Read John 10:11-14 
 
1. What is the difference between the shepherd and the hired man? (The shepherd has a close 

relationship with the sheep and loves them. The sheep, in turn, knows the shepherd.) 
Notice Jesus didn’t just say “The good shepherd,” He said, “I am the good shepherd.” 
2. Why did Jesus focus on Himself in these verses? (He is trying to help the people see who He really 

was.) 
3. How do people recognize Jesus as the Good Shepherd? (Jesus does the work of a shepherd: caring, 

leading, feeding, and protecting. He also lays down His life for the sheep.) 
4. How does the contrast between the hired hand and the Good Shepherd help us understand Jesus’ 

purpose? (The hired man only cared about his paycheck. Jesus’ concern was for the sheep, and He 
would withhold nothing good from His people. We don’t need to fear; our Shepherd will provide, lead, 
care, defend and give His life for His sheep.) 

5. Who would you be willing to die for? 
6. What dangers threaten believers today? (The same as in Jesus’ day. We must always be on guard to 

avoid the traps of the enemy lest he destroys our peace, witness, and testimony.) 
7. How can we rest in the promises of the Good Shepherd? (Stay in the Word, pray and stay connected to 

the Body.) 
 
Jesus’ words again created tension with the religious leaders, mostly because they knew He was 
portraying them as false shepherds. But Jesus stated that His sheep know Him and are secure in Him. 
 

THE SECURING SHEPHERD! These verses are in response to the Jews asking Jesus if He was the Messiah. 
Read John 10:25-30 
 
This is essentially Jesus’ last public teaching in John’s Gospel. That makes this an important passage that 
wraps up three-plus years of public ministry. 
1. What did Jesus say to validate His Messianic claim? (He had performed signs, miracles, and wonders 

but they failed to see.) 
2. Why did so many fail to recognize Him as the Messiah? (Some saw it but failed to accept Him. Others 

were looking for a different kind of Messiah.) 
3. What might keep a person from hearing the voice of Jesus and following Him? (Pride. Self-

righteousness. Blinded by Satan.) 
4. What does it mean to hear the voice of Jesus and to follow Him? (One has accepted by faith that Jesus 

is Who He claims to be!) 
5. How does Jesus’ promise of eternal life bring peace to a person’s life? (Read verse 28. We will live 

with Him forever.) 
Jesus and the Father “are one.” No one can snatch us out of God’s hand. For the sheep in God’s flock, that 
promise of security provides peace for this life and the next.  
To be held in the hand of Christ is to be held in the hand of God! 
 

SUMMARY AND CHALLENGE! 
 

• Believers find abundant life through faith in Jesus. 
• Believers can trust Jesus to protect them. 
• Believers can know that they are secure in Jesus’ hand. 



 
Read Psalm 23 and close in prayer. 


