
I AM THE RESURRECTION 
JOHN 11:32-46 

(PREPARED BY GENE THOMPSON USING LIFEWAY’S ETB MATERIALS.) 
 

1. What are some life experiences in which we experience grief? (Death, illness, divorce, broken 
relationships, rebellious children, wrong choices, loss of job, moving, loss of a pet.) 

2. What are some emotions we might feel in the midst of grief? (Hopelessness, anger, depression, denial, 
sorrow, weeping, weakness) 

It is important to remember that we don’t all grieve in the same way, even though the loss may be similar. 
Some people grieve privately, and some very open and public. We will see in our text today that Martha 
and Mary, and Jesus all grieved very deeply but in different ways. Though grief is a universal experience, 
every grief is personal and slightly different. 
3. When did death first become a reality to you personally? 
As Christians we grieve but not like those who have no hope—confident assurance—we have life eternal 
with our Savior and Lord. See 1 Thess. 4:13. 
As Christians, we trust in an eternal future with God. While losing a loved one is painful, we do have 
reason to celebrate. In our study today we will see how Jesus responded when confronted with the death 
of His dear friend, Lazarus.  
 
Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha of Bethany became very ill, and they sent for Jesus to come. 
Jesus and His disciples were in an area east of the Jordan River about 30 miles from Bethany, a two-day 
journey by foot. When the messenger found Jesus and gave Him the news, He delayed His departure two 
more days. Jesus responded by telling them that the situation would result in God receiving glory and 
would not end with Lazarus’ death. Jesus didn’t say Lazarus would not die but that it would not end in 
death. His point was death might claim the life of Lazarus, but death would not have the final say in the 
matter. 
Lazarus is not the only person Jesus raised from the dead, but he is the only person who had been dead 
and in the grave four days. The extent of Jesus’ power isn’t cut short by death. 
When Martha learned that Jesus had arrived, she went out to meet Him.  

I AM! Read John 11:17-27 
 
1. What do you think Martha’s tone of voice was like in verse 21? 
2. How did Martha understand Jesus’ statement in verse 23? 
3. What was Jesus trying to communicate to Martha in verses 25 and 26? (He has power over death, and 

He gives life. We saw that in John 1:4.) 
In verse 27 Martha expressed her faith in Jesus as the Messiah. 
Then Martha went to tell Mary that Jesus had arrived! 
 

WEPT! Read John 11:32-37 
 
1. What were Mary’s first words to Jesus? (Virtually identical to Martha’s statement.) 
2. Did Jesus have to be present to heal someone? (Certainly not. Jesus healed the servant of a centurion 

without going to his house—see Matt. 8:5-13) 
Crying is not strong enough to indicate how Mary and those with her were expressing their grief. They 
were wailing or sobbing. 
3. What was Jesus’ reaction when He saw them? 
4. Why do you think Jesus was angry? (It was possibly because of the pain and anguish sin brought into 

the world.) 
The word used to describe how “Jesus wept” indicates an internal sadness from a broken heart. 



5. What does the response of the people in verses 36-37 indicate? (There are always doubters in the 
crowd. There may have even been expressions of anger that Jesus didn’t heal Lazarus.) 

6. How should we respond to people who are hurting? (Let them grieve their own way, don’t try to tell 
them how they are supposed to grieve. Pray for them, offer comfort but don’t be pushy. Some people 
want to be alone, just let them know you care and are there for them if needed. Our response will vary 
from person to person, depending on how they grieve.) 

Jesus responded differently to Mary than He had to Martha. Rather than giving facts and logic as He had 
with Martha, Jesus approached Mary on an emotional level. 
7. How does Jesus’ emotional response help us approach Him with our hurts and pains? (We know He 

cares for us!) 
Sometimes Jesus heals and restores. Sometimes He grants grace and strength. Through it all, His love and 
presence are constant and dependable. 
 

BELIEVE! Read John 11:38-40 
 
1. What do you think Martha and Mary was thinking when Jesus wanted to go to the tomb? 
2. When Jesus said “Remove the stone” was Martha’s reaction an act of disobedience? (Lazarus had been 

dead four days, and Martha understood decomposition and death. There would be a stench! I don’t 
believe it was an act of disobedience, she was just stating a fact.) 

3. How does what we can see with our eyes affect our faith and sense of hope? (First-century Jews 
believed a person’s soul lingered for three days after death. Once the body began decomposing, the 
soul would leave. The odor would prove that Lazarus was dead. Martha’s objections were based on 
human rationale rather than trusting the word and power of Jesus.) 

4. How has God’s Word helped you follow His will even when you didn’t understand it? (We are to walk 
by faith! See 2 Cor. 5:7.) 

Jesus assured Martha that she would witness God’s glory. This echoed what Jesus had said earlier to His 
disciples. But she would need to believe as she had stated earlier. Today, we know “the rest of the story.” 
But those standing at the tomb had no idea what Jesus was about to do. Anything they imagined would 
pale in comparison to what they were about to see. Believers can still see Jesus at work if we trust His 
Word. Even when the situation makes little sense, we can rest assured that He is in control and that He 
has a plan. 
5. Do we really believe God will grant anything we ask in accordance with His will? (Read 1 John 5:14-

15.) 
We boldly ask and place our faith that God will answer in accordance with His will! 
 

RETURNED! Read John 11:41-46 
 
Notice why Jesus prayed out loud and that He gave thanks to the Father for answered prayer. There is 
clear indication that Jesus had already asked the Father to raise Lazarus and the request had been 
granted.  
1. How is this similar to other miracles we have studied? (Jesus did the miracles for God’s glory and that 

people would know He was sent from the Father that they might believe.) 
2. How was this miracle different from the others? (If anyone was beyond hope it was Lazarus! It is one 

thing to heal the lame, restore sight and cleanse a leper but to raise someone from the dead after four 
days—now that’s something else.) 

3. How did the people respond to this miracle? (As always there are mixed reactions. Some believed 
Jesus was the Messiah while others went to tattle on Him!) 

Our hope is not in an event (resurrection) but in a person (Jesus). 
(Point out that Lazarus was resuscitated only to die again. We will be resurrected like Jesus, to live 
forever!) 



 

SUMMARY AND CHALLENGE! 
 
1. What do we learn about God from this story?  
“You will encounter no situation in life in which God cannot be glorified. It doesn’t matter if it’s an 
impossible boss, a loveless marriage, a crushing tuition bill, or a dysfunctional family; God can be glorified 
in every situation. We need to learn to ask, no matter the situation, “How can I glorify God in this?” God’s 
glory is displayed chiefly in His bottomless love for His people.”—Matt Carter 
2. How can I bring glory to God in my life this coming week? 
 
There is nothing wrong with grieving over death. But, as believers in Christ, we do not “grieve like those 
who have no hope”—1 Thess. 4:13 
For the believer, death is the doorway to life, victory, eternal joy, and fellowship with God—
forever! 
 


