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Study Questions – Matthew 16:13–26 (NKJV) 

Parallel Passages: 

• Mark 8:27–38 – Parallel account of Peter’s confession, Jesus’ prediction of His death, and 
the call to discipleship. 

• Luke 9:18–26 – Similar account including Peter’s confession and the teaching about 
denying oneself. 

• No direct narrative parallel in John, though a similar confession appears in John 6:66–69, 
where Peter a@irms Jesus as the one who has “the words of eternal life.” 

Study Questions and Responses 

1. Why did Jesus begin by asking what others were saying about Him before asking the 
disciples personally? (Matthew 16:13–15) 

Jesus first asked what the public believed about Him. The disciples reported that some thought He 
was John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets (Matthew 16:14; Luke 9:19). These 
answers showed that people recognized Jesus as extraordinary but misunderstood His identity. 

Jesus then asked the disciples directly: “But who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15). The 
shift moves from cultural opinion to personal conviction. Throughout Scripture, true faith requires 
personal belief, not borrowed understanding (John 1:12; Romans 10:9–10). 

Everyday Application: Many people form their view of Jesus through culture, family tradition, or 
social media. But discipleship requires a personal response to Christ. Each believer must answer 
this question individually: Who is Jesus to me? 

2. What makes Peter’s confession in verse 16 so significant? (Matthew 16:16) 

Peter declares, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This confession recognizes Jesus 
as both the Messiah promised in the Old Testament and the divine Son of God (Psalm 2:7; Daniel 
9:25). 

This moment marks a turning point in the disciples’ understanding. Later preaching in the early 
church centers on this same truth—that Jesus is both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). 

Everyday Application: Recognizing Jesus as Savior also means acknowledging His authority. Faith 
is not simply admiration for Jesus’ teaching—it is surrendering our lives to His leadership. 

3. Why does Jesus say Peter’s understanding came from the Father rather than “flesh and 
blood”? (Matthew 16:17) 

Jesus tells Peter that his insight did not come through human reasoning alone but through divine 
revelation (Matthew 16:17). Spiritual truth ultimately comes from God’s illumination (1 Corinthians 
2:12–14). 
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While evidence and teaching matter, faith grows when God opens a person’s heart to understand 
truth, as seen when Jesus opened the disciples’ understanding after the resurrection (Luke 24:45). 

Everyday Application: When studying Scripture or making important spiritual decisions, believers 
benefit from prayerful dependence on God’s guidance. Understanding deepens when we invite God 
to shape our thinking through His Word. 

4. What did Jesus mean when He said He would build His church and that the “gates of Hades” 
would not prevail against it? (Matthew 16:18) 

Jesus promises that He Himself will build His church (Matthew 16:18). The church refers to the 
community of believers who confess Christ (1 Peter 2:5). 

The phrase “gates of Hades” refers to the power of death and the realm of darkness. Jesus’ 
resurrection later demonstrates that death cannot defeat God’s purposes (Acts 2:24; 1 Corinthians 
15:55–57). 

There may also be a geographical connection. Jesus spoke these words near Caesarea Philippi, a 
place known for a large rock cli@ and a cave associated with pagan worship. Some ancient people 
even referred to the cave as a “gate to the underworld.” Against this backdrop, Jesus’ statement 
becomes powerful: even the forces symbolized by that location cannot overcome what He is 
building. 

Everyday Application: Believers sometimes feel discouraged by opposition to faith or cultural 
change. Jesus’ promise reminds us that the church’s future is secure because it is built by Christ 
Himself, not sustained by human strength. 

5. What are the “keys of the kingdom” mentioned in verse 19, and what responsibility do they 
imply? 

Keys represent authority and access. Jesus entrusts His followers with the responsibility of 
proclaiming the message of the kingdom. When the gospel is preached and believed, people enter 
God’s kingdom (Acts 2:38–41; Romans 10:14–15). 

The language of “binding and loosing” was commonly used among Jewish teachers to describe 
declaring what aligns with God’s will. 

Everyday Application: Christians participate in this mission whenever they share the gospel, teach 
Scripture, or help others understand God’s truth. While only God changes hearts, believers play a 
role in pointing others toward salvation. 

6. Why did Jesus begin explaining His su^ering and death immediately after Peter’s 
confession? (Matthew 16:21) 

Once the disciples understood that He was the Messiah, Jesus began revealing the full nature of 
His mission—su@ering, death, and resurrection (Matthew 16:21). This fulfilled prophecies about the 
su@ering servant (Isaiah 53:3–5). 
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The disciples expected a conquering king, but Jesus showed that redemption would come through 
sacrifice. 

Everyday Application: God’s plans sometimes unfold di@erently than we expect. When 
circumstances become di@icult, remembering Christ’s path helps believers trust that God can 
work through hardship to accomplish His purposes. 

7. Why did Jesus rebuke Peter by saying, “Get behind Me, Satan”? (Matthew 16:22–23) 

Peter tried to prevent Jesus from going to the cross, but this opposed God’s redemptive plan. Jesus 
recognized that Peter’s words reflected the same temptation to avoid su@ering that Satan 
presented earlier (Matthew 4:8–10). 

Jesus explains the problem clearly: Peter was focusing on human concerns rather than God’s 
purposes (Matthew 16:23). 

Everyday Application: Even sincere believers can sometimes unintentionally encourage choices 
that move away from God’s will. This passage reminds us to evaluate ideas, advice, and decisions 
in light of Scripture rather than convenience or comfort. 

8. What does Jesus mean by denying oneself, taking up the cross, and following Him? (Matthew 
16:24–26) 

Taking up the cross symbolized surrender and sacrifice. Jesus teaches that following Him requires 
placing God’s will above personal ambition or comfort (Luke 9:23; Galatians 2:20). 

He then asks a powerful question: “What profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and 
loses his own soul?” (Matthew 16:26). 

This highlights the di@erence between temporary success and eternal value. 

Everyday Application: Modern culture often defines success through wealth, status, or influence. 
Jesus calls believers to measure life di@erently—prioritizing faithfulness, integrity, and eternal 
purpose even when it requires sacrifice. 


