
In-Depth Group Study Guide: Matthew 
22:15–22, 34–40 (NKJV) 

Parallel Gospel Accounts 
Paying	Taxes	to	Caesar:	
-	Mark	12:13–17	
-	Luke	20:20–26	
	
The	Greatest	Commandment:	
-	Mark	12:28–34	
-	Luke	10:25–28	(related	teaching	context)	

1. What was the Motive Behind the Pharisees and Herodians Question? 
(Matthew 22:15–17) 

The	Pharisees	and	Herodians,	normally	opposed	groups,	unite	to	trap	Jesus.	Their	question	
is	calculated	to	force	Him	into	either	political	rebellion	or	religious	compromise	(Luke	
20:20).	This	reveals	how	opposition	to	truth	can	create	unlikely	alliances.	
	
Application:	In	today’s	world,	believers	may	face	pressure	from	multiple	sides.	Discern	
motives	behind	questions	or	cultural	pressures	and	respond	grounded	in	truth,	not	fear	
(Proverbs	15:1;	Colossians	4:6).	

	

2. What was the Significance of the Image on the coin? (Matthew 22:18–21) 
Jesus	asks	for	a	denarius,	pointing	to	Caesar’s	image	and	inscription.	In	Roman	culture,	this	
symbolized	ownership	and	authority.	By	contrast,	humanity	bears	God’s	image	(Genesis	
1:27),	indicating	ultimate	belonging	to	Him.	
	
Application:	Consider	what	‘image’	your	life	reflects	daily—culture,	self,	or	God.	Our	choices,	
priorities,	and	identity	should	reflect	our	Creator	(Romans	12:2).	

	

3. What is Jesus conveying to the group about civic duty and loyalty to 
God? (Matthew 22:21; Romans 13:1–7) 

Jesus	establishes	a	principle	of	dual	responsibility:	civic	duty	and	divine	allegiance.	
Submission	to	authority	is	expected	unless	it	contradicts	God’s	commands	(Acts	5:29).	
	



Application:	Engage	responsibly	in	society	(work,	voting,	community)	while	remembering	
your	ultimate	loyalty	is	to	God’s	kingdom	(Philippians	3:20).	

	

4. How was Jesus’ response received? (Matthew 22:22) 
Jesus’	answer	leaves	His	challengers	astonished	as	He	avoided	a	seemingly	foolproof	trap.	
This	caused	them	to	leave	and	give	way	to	a	new	group	of	antagonists.	He	neither	avoids	
truth	nor	escalates	conflict	unnecessarily.	His	wisdom	demonstrates	Spirit-led	discernment.	
	
Application:	When	facing	conflict,	aim	for	responses	that	reflect	truth,	grace,	and	clarity	
rather	than	winning	arguments	(James	1:19–20).	

	

5. What prompted the lawyer to ask about the “great commandment”? 
(Matthew 22:34–38) 

More	than	likely,	he	was	testing	Jesus.	Some	commentators	indicate	he	was	asking	a	sincere	
question	because	he	referred	to	Jesus	as	teacher.	

Jesus	quotes	Deuteronomy	6:5,	summarizing	the	Law’s	intent:	wholehearted	love	for	God.	
Heart,	soul,	and	mind	represent	total	devotion—emotion,	will,	and	intellect.	
	
Application:	Evaluate	whether	your	love	for	God	is	compartmentalized	or	complete.	
Spiritual	disciplines	help	align	every	part	of	life	with	Him	(Joshua	1:8).	

	

6. Why does Jesus use Loving Your Neighbor as Evidence?  (Matthew 22:39) 
Quoting	Leviticus	19:18,	Jesus	connects	love	for	others	with	love	for	God.	This	establishes	
that	vertical	devotion	must	produce	horizontal	compassion	(1	John	4:20–21).	God	loves	
your	neighbor,	you	should	as	well.	
	
Application:	Love	is	demonstrated	in	action—patience,	forgiveness,	generosity	(Galatians	
5:22–23).	Identify	one	practical	way	to	serve	someone	this	week.	

	

7.  What does it mean that all the Law and the Prophets depend on these 
two commandments?  (Matthew 22:40) 

Jesus	teaches	that	all	the	Law	and	Prophets	depend	on	these	two	commandments,	because	
they	summarize	God’s	moral	law.		This	reveals	Scripture’s	unity	and	God’s	consistent	moral	
vision	centered	on	love.	
	



Application:	When	interpreting	Scripture	or	making	decisions,	filter	through	these	two	
principles:	Does	this	honor	God?	Does	this	love	others?	

	

8. How can we use these passages in everyday Life? 
	

These	passages	challenge	believers	to	live	with	clarity	of	allegiance	and	purpose.	Faith	is	not	
merely	belief	but	a	framework	for	daily	living.	
	
Application:	In	work,	family,	finances,	and	relationships,	ask:	Am	I	reflecting	God’s	image?	
Am	I	loving	God	fully?	Am	I	loving	others	well?	Consistent	reflection	leads	to	transformed	
living	(2	Corinthians	3:18).	

Closing Reflection 
Jesus	brings	clarity	to	life’s	complexity:	wholehearted	love	for	God	and	genuine	love	for	
people.	These	are	not	abstract	ideals	but	daily	practices	that	shape	every	decision	and	
relationship.	


