Group Study Questions — Matthew 24:36-51 (NKJV)
(with context from Matthew 24-25)

This passage exposes a central tension:

o We want certainty—but God calls for faithfulness without it
e We want timing—but God emphasizes readiness

Parallel Passages:

e Mark 13:32-37 - No one knows the day/hour; watchfulness
e Luke 17:26-30 - Days of Noah

o Luke 12:35-48 - Faithful vs unfaithful servant

¢ Continuation: Matthew 25:1-30

Study Questions and Deeper Responses

1. Why does Jesus emphasize that no one knows the day or hour—and what does that reveal
about how we tend to approach God’s plans? (Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32)

Jesus removes access to timing—even from angels, and (in His incarnate role) the Son—placing it
solely with the Father. This confronts a deep human tendency: we want clarity without surrender.

Throughout Scripture, God often withholds timing while revealing purpose:

e Acts 1:7 -times/seasons belong to the Father
o Deuteronomy 29:29 - “secret things belong to the Lord”

The issue is not informational—it’s relational. Knowing the timeline would allow control; not
knowing requires trust.

Everyday Application: We often delay obedience until we feel informed enough. But Jesus calls for

readiness without full visibility. The question becomes: Am | willing to trust God without knowing
His timeline?

2. What does the comparison to the days of Noah reveal about spiritual blindness—not just
distraction? (Matthew 24:37-39; Genesis 6:5-8)

The people in Noah’s day were not merely busy—they were unresponsive to warning. Noah
preached righteousness (2 Peter 2:5), yet life continued unchanged.

This is not ignorance—it’s chosen normalcy in the face of truth.
Jesus highlights that judgment didn’t come because they were unaware, but because they
continued as if it didn’t matter.

Everyday Application: Spiritual blindness often looks like normal life with no reference to God. The

danger is not activity—it’s living as if God’s reality has no urgency.



3. What does the “one taken and one left” imagery reveal about proximity versus
preparedness? (Matthew 24:40-41; Luke 17:34-36)

Two people share the same environment, the same work, even the same moment—but have
different outcomes.

This exposes a key truth: Closeness to spiritual things is not the same as readiness
Compare:

e Matthew 7:21-23 - not everyone who says “Lord” enters
¢ 2Timothy 3:5 -form of godliness without power

Everyday Application: Being around church, truth, or Christian culture does not equal

preparedness. The question is not proximity—but personal response.

4. Why does Jesus use the thief analogy—and what does it expose about delayed readiness?
(Matthew 24:42-44; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-6)

Athief comes at an unknown time—nbut the real issue is not unpredictability, it’'s assumed delay.
People don’t prepare because they think: “There’s still time”

Jesus confronts this assumption. The problem isn’t that the timing is unknown—it’s that people live
as if it’s distant.

Everyday Application: We often postpone spiritual priorities because we assume we have time. This

passage asks: What would change if | believed Christ could return sooner than | expect?

5. What distinguishes the faithful servant beyond just “doing his job”? (Matthew 24:45-47; Luke
12:42-44)

The faithful servant is not just active—he is:

e Consistentin absence
e Trustworthy without supervision
¢ Oriented toward the master’s will, not his own

Faithfulness here is about internal alignment, not external activity (Luke 16:10).

Everyday Application: Who we are when no one is watching reflects who we truly are. Faithfulness

is proven in unseen moments, not just visible actions.

6. What deeper shift happens when the servant says, “My master is delaying”? (Matthew 24:48;
2 Peter 3:3-4)

This is not just a statement about time—it’s a change in worldview.
He moves from:

e Accountability » independence



e Stewardship > ownership

This reveals that belief about the master’s return directly shapes behavior. When accountability
feels distant, self-rule takes over.

Everyday Application: What we believe about God’s involvement affects how we live. When God

feels distant, we tend to live more loosely. This invites us to examine whether our behavior reflects
awareness of His presence.

7. Why does unfaithfulness toward the master lead to mistreatment of others? (Matthew 24:49;
James 3:16; 1 John 4:20)

The servant begins to abuse others. This shows that spiritual drift does not stay internal—it
becomes relational.

When reverence for God declines:

e Authority is misused
e Others are devalued

This reflects a consistent biblical pattern: relationship with God shapes relationship with people

Everyday Application: When we find ourselves impatient, harsh, or careless with others, it may
point to something deeper spiritually. Our treatment of people often reveals our current posture
toward God.

8. How does this passage set the tone for Matthew 25—and what does that reveal about
readiness?

Matthew 24 ends with: be ready
Matthew 25 expands that into:

¢ Preparedness (Ten Virgins — 25:1-13)
¢ Faithful stewardship (Talents - 25:14-30)
e Visible compassion (Final Judgment - 25:31-46)

Readiness is not passive waiting—it is:

e Watchful
e Active
e Responsible

Everyday Application: Preparing for Christ’s return is not about speculation—it’s about how we live

daily. Readiness looks like consistent faith, wise stewardship, and care for others.



