Romans 2 Study Guide
Emphasis: Romans 2:1-13

Romans 2 continues Paul’s argument from Romans 1. In Romans 1, Paul described humanity’s
rebellion against God: people suppress the truth, exchange God’s glory for created things, and are
given over to the consequences of sin (Romans 1:18-25). It would be easy for a moral or religious
person to hear Romans 1 and say, “Yes, those people are guilty.”

But Romans 2 turns the spotlight. Paul addresses the person who judges others while practicing the
same kinds of things. His point is not that moral discernment is wrong. Scripture calls us to
recognize good and evil. The problem is hypocritical judgment — condemning sin in others while
excusing it in ourselves.

Romans 2:1-13 teaches that God’s judgment is truthful, righteous, impartial, and according to
reality. It also reminds us that God’s kindness is meant to lead us to repentance, not self-
righteousness.

1. Why does Paul say the judging person is “inexcusable”? (Romans 2:1)

Paul says the person who judges another while practicing the same things condemns himself
(Romans 2:1). His concern is not faithful moral discernment, but hypocritical judgment. Scripture
does call God’s people to recognize truth, reject evil, and pursue righteousness. But Jesus warns
that we must first examine ourselves before correcting others: remove the plank from your own eye
before addressing the speck in your brother’s eye (Matthew 7:1-5).

Paul is especially confronting the person who condemns sin in others while excusing the same kind
of sin — or the same rebellious heart — in himself. It may not always be the identical outward act,
but it is the same moral problem before God. The person who can identify sin in others has enough
moral knowledge to examine himself.

Everyday Application: Righteous discernment begins with repentance, not superiority. Before we
point out sin in someone else, we should ask, “Am | humbly dealing with my own heart before
God?”

2. What does it mean that God’s judgment is “according to truth”? (Romans 2:2)

Paul says God’s judgment is “according to truth” against those who practice such things (Romans
2:2). Human judgment is often partial, limited, defensive, or based on appearances. God’s
judgment is different. He judges with complete knowledge and perfect righteousness.

Scripture repeatedly teaches that God sees beyond outward appearance. The Lord told Samuel,
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Hebrews
says all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account (Hebrews
4:13).



That means God is not fooled by religious language, social reputation, private excuses, or
comparison with worse sinners. He judges according to truth — the truth about our actions,
motives, hearts, and response to Him.

Everyday Application: We can manage appearances before people, but not before God. A truthful
view of God should lead us to honesty, confession, and repentance.

3. Why is it dangerous to think we can judge others and escape God’s judgment? (Romans 2:3)

Paul asks, “And do you think this, O man... that you will escape the judgment of God?” (Romans
2:3). The question exposes a false confidence. The judging person assumes that recognizing sin in
others somehow places him above judgment.

But knowing the truth does not exempt a person from accountability. In fact, it increases
responsibility. Jesus said that the servant who knew his master’s will and did not prepare or act
accordingly would receive a stricter judgment (Luke 12:47-48).

Paul’s point is sobering: moral awareness is not the same as righteousness. A person can have
strong opinions about right and wrong and still be guilty before God.

Everyday Application: Being able to identify what is wrong in the world does not make us right with
God. The question is not only, “Can | see sin?” but, “Have | humbled myself before the Lord?”

4. What is the purpose of God’s goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering? (Romans 2:4)

Paul asks whether the judging person despises the riches of God’s goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that “the goodness of God leads you to repentance” (Romans 2:4).

God’s patience is not approval of sin. His delay in judgment is mercy. He gives time for repentance.
Peter makes a similar point when he says the Lord is longsuffering toward us, “not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

This is important because people can misread God’s patience. We may think, “Since nothing has
happened, my sin must not be serious.” Paul says the opposite. God’s kindness should soften us,
not harden us.

Everyday Application: Do not mistake God’s patience for permission. If God has been kind and
patient with us, the right response is repentance, gratitude, and renewed obedience.

5. What does Paul mean by a hard and impenitent heart? (Romans 2:5)

Paul warns that because of a hard and impenitent heart, a person is storing up wrath for the day of
wrath and revelation of God’s righteous judgment (Romans 2:5). “Hard” means resistant to God.
“Impenitent” means refusing to repent.

This is the opposite of what God’s kindness is meant to produce. Instead of softening under mercy,
the person becomes more settled in self-justification. Scripture often warns about hardened
hearts. Hebrews says, “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Hebrews 3:15).



The phrase “storing up wrath” is frightening. It means sin is not disappearing simply because
judgment is delayed. Unrepented sin is accumulating toward a final accounting.

Everyday Application: The longer we excuse sin, the easier it becomes to live with it. A soft heart
responds quickly to conviction instead of waiting until resistance becomes a habit.

6. How does God judge each person according to his deeds? (Romans 2:6-10)

Paul says God “will render to each one according to his deeds” (Romans 2:6). He then contrasts
those who patiently continue in doing good, seeking glory, honor, and immortality, with those who
are self-seeking and do not obey the truth (Romans 2:7-8).

This does not mean people earn salvation by good works. Paul will make clear that all have sinned

and fall short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23), and that a person is justified by faith apart from works

of the law (Romans 3:28). But deeds reveal the truth about a person’s heart and direction. Genuine
faith produces a changed life.

Jesus teaches the same principle: a tree is known by its fruit (Matthew 7:17-20). James also says
faith without works is dead (James 2:17). Works are not the root of salvation, but they are evidence
of what kind of root is present.

Everyday Application: Our actions matter because they reveal what we truly love, trust, and
pursue. We are not saved by performance, but a saved life should bear fruit.

7. What does it mean that there is no partiality with God? (Romans 2:11)
Paul says plainly:

“For there is no partiality with God.”
— Romans 2:11 NKJV

God does not judge by ethnicity, religious background, social status, reputation, wealth, or outward
identity. This matters because Paul says judgment and accountability apply “of the Jew first and
also of the Greek” (Romans 2:9-10). The Jew had the law and covenant privileges, and the Gentile
did not have those same privileges, but both are accountable before God.

This connects to the gospelin Romans 1:16, where Paul said the gospel is for “the Jew first and also
for the Greek.” Just as salvation is not limited by human categories, judgment is not escaped by
human categories.

Peter learned this in Acts 10 when he said, “God shows no partiality,” but in every nation whoever
fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him (Acts 10:34-35). God’s judgment is
impartial, and His mercy reaches across human boundaries.

Everyday Application: We cannot rely on background, church association, family heritage,
morality, or comparison with others. God sees truly and judges impartially.



8. Why does Paul say the doers of the law will be justified? (Romans 2:12-13)

Paul says that those who have sinned “without law” will perish without law, and those who have
sinned “in the law” will be judged by the law (Romans 2:12). In other words, Gentiles who did not
possess the Law of Moses are still accountable to God, and Jews who did possess the law are also
accountable. Different levels of revelation do not remove accountability.

Then Paul says:

“For not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified.”
— Romans 2:13 NKJV

Paul is confronting false confidence in merely having, hearing, or knowing God’s law. A Jewish
person could not say, “I have the law, therefore | am safe,” any more than a churchgoer today can
say, “l have heard the Bible, therefore | am right with God.” Hearing truth is a privilege, but hearing
without obedience only increases responsibility.

Paul is not teaching that people can save themselves by perfectly keeping the law. His larger
argument will soon make clear that no one keeps God’s law perfectly: “There is none righteous, no,
not one” (Romans 3:10), and “by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight” (Romans
3:20). So Romans 2:13 is pressing the standard: if someone wants to stand before God on the basis
of law, then merely hearing the law is not enough — only actual obedience would count.

That prepares the way for the gospel. Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23), justification must come through faith in Christ, not through law-keeping (Romans
3:21-28). The law exposes sin; Christ provides righteousness.

This agrees with James, who says, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves” (James 1:22). Jesus also says the wise man is the one who hears His sayings and does
them (Matthew 7:24-27). True faith does not merely listen to God’s Word; it responds.

Everyday Application: Bible knowledge is a blessing, but it can become self-deception if it does
not lead to obedience. We are not saved by our performance, but a real response to God will not
stop at hearing, discussing, or approving truth. Faith receives Christ and then begins to walk in
obedience.

Closing Thought

Romans 2:1-13 moves the discussion from “their sin” to “my accountability.” Paul exposes the
danger of moral superiority, hypocritical judgment, and religious confidence without repentance.
God’s judgment is truthful, righteous, impartial, and based on reality — not appearance.

But even here, there is mercy. God’s kindness is meant to lead us to repentance (Romans 2:4). The
right response is not defensiveness or comparison, but humility before God, faith in Christ, and a
life that bears the fruit of genuine repentance.



