Judges 2:11-23 Study Guide

Judges 2:11-23 explains the repeated cycle that shapes the book of Judges. Israel forsakes the
Lord, serves the Baals, falls under oppression, cries out under distress, and the Lord mercifully
raises up judges to deliver them.

From the Lifeway Leaders’s Guide, as the book of Judges makes clear, Israel had no king at this
point (Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). Instead, God appointed twelve judges (eleven men and one
woman) to lead the people over a span of approximately three centuries. Coming from nine
different tribes, some are detailed at length (such as Gideon and Samson), while others receive
only a verse or two. In both cases, the writer focused readers' attention on God as the book's main
character rather than the judges He used.

Of importance, the judges did not come from privilege. By utilizing them, God was using unlikely,
weak vessels for His purposes (1 Cor. 1:27). Outmatched and outnumbered, they succeeded when
they depended on Him.

While the word "judge" often has legal connotations, these individuals primarily served as military
leaders. In that position, they saved God's people from the attacking marauders.

1. What did Israel do that was “evil in the sight of the LORD”? (Judges 2:11-13)

Israel served the Baals and forsook the Lord who had brought their fathers out of Egypt. This was
more than a religious mistake. It was covenant betrayal. The Lord had delivered them, preserved
them, and brought them into the land, yet they turned to the gods of the surrounding peoples.

Joshua had warned them directly: “Put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your
heart to the LORD God of Israel” (Joshua 24:23). The people had answered, “The LORD our God we
will serve, and His voice we will obey!” (Joshua 24:24). Judges 2 shows how quickly that
commitment faded.

Everyday Application: Spiritual drift often begins when we stop investing in our relationship with

God and remembering who God is and what He has done. Faithfulness must be passed on,
practiced, and renewed.

2. Why is idolatry described as forsaking the Lord? (Judges 2:12-13)

Israel may not have thought of Baal worship as total rejection of the Lord. They may have seen it as
additive — local gods for crops, fertility, safety, or cultural belonging. But God saw it as forsaking
Him.

The first commandment was clear: “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). The
Lord was not asking to be Israel’s highest god among several. He called for exclusive covenant
loyalty.



Forward Connection to Christ: Jesus says, “No one can serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24). Divided

worship is still impossible.

Everyday Application: We may not bow to Baal, but we can still add rival loyalties to our faith —

comfort, success, approval, money, control, or security. Anything we trust, obey, or fear more than
God becomes spiritually dangerous.

3. How did the Lord respond to Israel’s rebellion? (Judges 2:14-15)

The Lord gave Israel into the hands of plunderers and enemies. This was not because God failed
them. It was because Israel had broken covenant with Him. Their distress was the result of
disobedience.

Joshua had already warned that if Israel clung to the remaining nations, those nations would
scourges,” and “thorns” to them (Joshua 23:12-13). Judges 2 shows
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become “snares and traps,
that warning coming true.

Everyday Application: God’s discipline is not random cruelty. Sometimes He allows the

consequences of our choices to reveal where our hearts have gone.
4. What does it mean that the Lord “raised up judges”? (Judges 2:16)

The Lord raised up judges to deliver Israel from those who plundered them. These judges were
established by God for a purpose. They were rescuers, protectors, and leaders in a time when Israel
had no king.

The emphasis is on God’s mercy. Israel had rebelled, but the Lord still intervened. He used unlikely
servants to rescue His people. This fits the larger biblical pattern: “God has chosen the weak things
of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty” (1 Corinthians 1:27).

Forward Connection to Christ: The judges were temporary deliverers. Jesus is the greater and final
Deliverer. The angel told Joseph, “You shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from
their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

Everyday Application: God often works through people we might not expect. Weakness does not

disqualify a person when God is the one raising them up.
5. Why did Israel not listen to the judges? (Judges 2:17)

Israel wanted rescue, but they did not want lasting submission. They were relieved when God
delivered them, but they quickly turned back to other gods. The problem was not merely lack of
leadership; it was lack of heart-level loyalty.

This pattern appears later in Israel’s history. God repeatedly sent messengers, but the people
“would not listen” (Jeremiah 7:25-26). Judges shows this stubbornness early.

Forward Connection to Christ: Jesus grieved over Jerusalem because He desired to gather them,
“but you were not willing” (Matthew 23:37).




Everyday Application: There is a difference between wanting God’s help and wanting God Himself.

True repentance seeks more than relief from consequences; it returns to the Lord.
6. What does this passage reveal about God’s compassion? (Judges 2:18)

When the Lord raised up a judge, He was with the judge and delivered the people. The text says the
Lord was “moved to pity” because of their groaning under oppression.

Thatis remarkable. Israel’s suffering was tied to their own rebellion, yet God still had compassion.
This echoes Exodus, where God heard Israel’s groaning in Egypt and remembered His covenant
(Exodus 2:23-25).

Forward Connection to Christ: Jesus repeatedly shows compassion for broken and needy people.

When He saw the multitudes, “He was moved with compassion for them” because they were weary
and scattered like sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36).

Everyday Application: God’s mercy is greater than our failure, but His compassion is meant to bring
us back to Him — not make us comfortable in sin.

7. What happened after each judge died? (Judges 2:19)

When a judge died, the people returned to corruption and became even worse than their fathers.
They followed other gods, served them, bowed down to them, and refused to give up their stubborn
ways.

This shows that temporary reform is not the same as true renewal. As long as a strong judge was
present, the people may have behaved better outwardly. But when the judge was gone, their hearts
were exposed.

This prepares us for the repeated line later in Judges: “In those days there was no king in Israel;
everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

Everyday Application: External pressure may restrain sin for a while, but only a changed heart

produces lasting faithfulness. We need more than better circumstances; we need deeper surrender
to God.

8. Why did God leave some nations in the land? (Judges 2:20-23)

Because Israel transgressed the covenant and did not obey the Lord’s voice, God said He would no
longer drive out the remaining nations quickly. They would remain to test Israel, “whether they will
keep the ways of the LORD, to walk in them as their fathers kept them, or not” (Judges 2:22).

Judges 1 had already shown Israel’s incomplete obedience. Many tribes did not drive out the
inhabitants of the land (Judges 1:27-33). Judges 2 explains the spiritual meaning: Israel’s
compromise became both a consequence and a test.

Forward Connection to Christ: Jesus says, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed”

(John 8:31). True discipleship is revealed over time by continuing in His Word.



Everyday Application: God may allow certain struggles to remain because they reveal what we truly

trust. The question is not only, “Will God remove this?” but, “Will | remain faithful while this
remains?”



Judges 1-3 Storyline

After Joshua’s death, Israel still had work to do in the land. Judges 1 shows that the tribes had some
success, but the repeated problem is that they “did not drive out” the remaining inhabitants
(Judges 1:27-33). What may have seemed practical or manageable became disobedience.

Judges 2 explains the spiritual meaning. Israel had not obeyed the Lord, so God allowed the
remaining nations to become “thorns” and “snares” to them (Judges 2:2-3). Their partial obedience
became both a consequence and a test.

The chapter then introduces the cycle of Judges: Israel forsakes the Lord, serves false gods, falls
under oppression, cries out in distress, and the Lord raises up judges to deliver them (Judges 2:11-
19). These judges were not mainly courtroom figures; they were rescuers and leaders whom God
raised up for His wayward people.

The oppression was often regional, not always all twelve tribes at once. But the problem was still
covenantal. Even local compromise revealed that Israel as a people was drifting from the Lord.

This was also a tragic reversal. God had delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt, but now their idolatry
brought them into new forms of servitude inside the promised land. Judges 3 begins to show this
specifically: eight years under Cushan-Rishathaim (Judges 3:8), then eighteen years under Eglon of
Moab (Judges 3:14). These are like repeated “mini-Egypts” and early previews of the later exile
pattern.

Judges 3 then begins the actual cycles through Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar. Israel keeps failing,
but God keeps showing mercy.

Summary line:

Judges 1-3 shows how partial obedience became spiritual compromise, compromise became
bondage, and bondage revealed Israel’s need for deliverance. Yet even in their rebellion, the Lord
remained merciful and raised up rescuers.



