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August 21, 2026

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

The Dover First UMC Family

Sunday mornings ' .
for children 1 to 3 { During the 2026-2027 school year,
in rooms 1 and 3 our church family will be supporting
the staff of the elementary school
Preschool closest to the church with our prayers.
Sunday mornings | _ .
for children 4 to 6 Personalized cards reminding us to pray
for the Dover Avenue Elementary
Children’s Ministry staff can be picked up in the lobby.
Kidz Min Church _ .
during Sunday Worship Keep it in your wallet, on your fridge

or near your favorite place to pray.

Youth Ministry

Youth Group for grades Thank you for reaChmg

for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.

and students.

Go, Dover!

middle and high school | out to our Commumty 2 ;
Sundays at 6 p.m. through your prayers 77 i
for encouragement,
Our Website care, peace and joy
Visit doverfirst.org for all school staff
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New Book Study with Pastor Wes

A Week in the Life of
a Greco-Roman Woman

September 8, 15, 22, 29
Church Lounge at 6 p.m.

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Books $13 and Kindle $12

A young wife meets her A WEEK 1N
daily struggles with equanimity | THELIFE oF A
CRECO-ROMAN

and courage. She holds poverty WOMAN
and hunger at bay, fights to | ;
keep her child healthy and
strong, and navigates the
unpredictability of her |
husband's temperament. HOLLY BEERS

But into the midst of her daily fears and worries,
a new hope appears: a teaching that challenges
her society's most basic assumption.

What is this new teaching?
And what will it demand of her?




Sunday, September 13th
Please Sign Up in the Lobb

Pre-Game Huddle!
Sign up in the lobby for food, fellowship and fun.

Kick Off!

Our worship service begins at 10:20 a.m.
Wear your favorite team or marching band
jersey, t-shirt or other game attire to church.

Post-Game Celebration!
Stay for the church tailgate party.
Hot dogs, beverages and tableware provided.
Bring your favorite covered dish to share.

Be an MVP and Invite Someone to Church!




Welcome

to Worship
August 23, 2026

Dover First Unitod Mothodist Church

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “O How | Love Jesus”
arr. Robert W. Thygerson

Call to Worship Psalm 124:6-8
L: Blessed be the Lord,

L: Who has not given us

L: As prey to their teeth!

All: We have escaped as a bird

All: From the snare of the fowlers;

L: The snare is broken,

L: And we have escaped!

All: Our help is in the name of the Lord

All: Who made heaven and earth.

*Hymn #64 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty



Scripture Exodus 2:1-10

Prayer

*Hymn #573 O Zion, Haste

Scripture Romans 12:1-8

Special Music “How Deep The Father’s Love”

Words and Music by Stuart Townend
Jerry Gartrell

*Offering Intro/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Living Sacrifices, Loving Gifts
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #593 Here | Am, Lord
*Benediction

*Postlude “Yet | Will Rejoice in The Lord”
by Robert J. Hughes

CCLI License #1687804



Living Sacrifices, Loving Gifts

Scripture: Romans 12:1-8

12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present yourbodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be
conformedto this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace givento me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. * Foras in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function,
*so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ¢ We
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ®the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Questions

1. How can each personidentify what gifts they have been given, are these gifts natural talents or
are these something different?

Background
Related Scriptures: Exodus 2:1-10

Origen: In his usual way, the apostle says that he is speaking by the grace which has been given to him
and not by the power of human persuasion, nor by philosophy.... There is an enormous difference
between speaking by grace and speaking by human cleverness. Many people speak with a smooth voice
and a clever style but do not edify their audience. They cannot get anyone to obey them, because they
do not practice what they preach. People like that are not speaking by grace, which was given to Paul.
Everyone ought to know what the measure is of the grace which has been given to him, for
which he has been prepared by his faith. One person receives grace from God to be wise in the work of
charity, or in the service of visiting or toward the needs of the poor, or concerning the care of the sick,
or the defense of widows and children, or hospitality. For God has apportioned these to each person
according to the measure of his faith. But suppose someone has received grace in order to be wise
about one of these things but does not understand the measure of the grace which has been given to
him and wants to know more about the wisdom of God, the word of doctrine, the meaning of deeper
knowledge, for which he has notreceived grace. He does not want to learn so much as to teach what he
does not know. Because he does not know enough, he wants to know more than he ought to know.

Gennadius of Constantinople: Paul said this in criticism of those brothers who were running after
charismatic gifts. God did not give us his gift in order that we should hate each other or that spiritual
things should become an excuse for warfare, but so that we should enjoy harmony and friendship and
the common salvation of all. None of you has anything by right, but the one who is worthy of the
greatest, aswell as the one whois worthy of the least of the charismatic gifts, has been given it by God.
Knowing this he ought to use it according to the measure of his faith.?

! Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 298-299.




Living Sacrifices, Loving Gifts

Reflection

| think the first key to understanding Paul's words in this passage is to understand what the purpose(s)
of sacrifice were. The trouble is that sacrifices had a wide variety of reasons in the Bible. Considering this
we must understand that Paul is making a very general claim and the most general understanding of
sacrifices is that they bring us closer to God. So, Paul seems to be telling us to recognize God’s mercy
toward us and allow that mercy to motivate us to be the means by which God’s presence is restored to
the world. We who have experienced God’s mercy are meant to see ourselves as instruments used to
bring God’s presence and sanctity into the world. The concept of a sacrifice was that it extended God’s
domain further into this world and in doing so brough peace and harmony to the community of God’s
people.

Paul goes on to say that as we live out this purpose God gifts us with various tools to help us. These gifts
help us to not live according to the desires and means of the presentage. We as a body are given gifts to
show generosity. In being generous we combat selfishness in ourselves and promote justice where
people have been neglected by injustice. We are given the gift of encouragement to combat the ranting
and anger we see in the culture. We are given sincerity to shine where modern society hides and
evades. Our gifts are meant to bring God’s presence into this world. An illustration of how this works is
the Hebrew midwives in Exodus. They were gifted with courage and a strict moral compass, allowing
them to stand up to Pharaoh. These ladies were not special in the sense that they possessed access to
gifts that are unavailable to us. They were special because they looked to God for support and stop for
what was right and just even when that was dangerous. They brought their world closer to God by
defying the evil king who wanted to destroy people he believed to be enemies. These women never
openly confronted the king, instead they used their gifts in their own way to make the world around
them more like what God desired.

Paul calls us to the same approach. We are meantto look at the world around us and understand where
it differs from what God desires-- and there are gifts for that. We are called to help the people the rich
and powerful of our age have left behind-- and there are gifts for that. We are called to encourage one
another in our work so that we do not give up-- and there are gifts for that. Each of these areas and
more are part of bringing God’s reign into the world we inhabit.

How does each one of us find our gifts for the work at hand, it is not through some kind of test or
inventory, these tell us what we like or are naturally talented in. Gifts are given to the Church at the
time we need them for the work we need to accomplish. God provides them when we live in humility as
we continue to look for how we can bring God’s presence more into our reality. Gifts are not simply
talents, in fact at times they might be the parts of our lives that we feel the least comfortable about.
Gifts are an ability to accomplish a task at hand, and sometimes that means leaning on a weakness so
that God can shine. Encouraging others when your life feels out of control, giving when it feels like you
do not have enough, helping others learn when you do not feel like a master in the subject. All of these
can be gifts in the moment. The key is not that you are good at it, the key is that you are genuinely trying
to listen to God and act to make God'’s presence in the world more recognizable. It is not about talent it
is about humbly trying to be the living sacrifice. It is about recognizing that God’s plan for the world is
different from those who often run society and allowing God to work through us. Finding fits is about
humbly focusing on God and then being surprised about how God is choosing to work through you. God
provides gifts to the church the question is are we making ourselves into the kinds of people who will
use them to the fullest.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday

10:20a.m.  Worship Service
Next Sunday

10:20 a.m.  Worship Service
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Let’s Craft & Chat Together!

Crafters of all mediums are invited
to join us in the church lounge for
crafting and chatter fun on the first
Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.

Come as you are and bring
any craft that you like including:

Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting,
Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Jewelry Design, Quilting,
Scrapbooking, Origami and more!

Monday
7 p.m.

Tuesday
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Wednesday

Thursday
7 p.m.

Friday

Saturday

Leadership
Board
Lounge

WMM Church
Spanish-
Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

No Events

WMM Church
Spanish-
Speaking

No Events

No Events

Fall Schedule Changes

Does your group or class
have a schedule change?

Please contact Debbie
in the church office:
doverfirst@gmail.com




