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Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter
March 13, 2026

Let’s Worship Together Fourth Sunday in Lent Reflection
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.

in the Sanctuary Pastor Wesley George

Nursery Care My favorite Psalm is Psalm 19.
Sunday mornings . ep .
for children 1 to 3 | love how it opens glorifying God
i 1 3 .

in rooms 1 and for the creation around us and

Preschool the extols the virtue of Scripture.

Sunday mornings ] )
for children 4 to 6 On top of the beautifully poetic language the

Children’s Ministry Psalmist uses, | think the message is powerful.

Kidz Min Church . . .
during Sunday Worship All of life from creation to Scripture

works together to bring Glory to God.
, Youth Ministry These same elements work in us to teach
outh Group for grades

middle and high school us wisdom and the right way to live.
Sundays at 6 p.m.

Every time | read this Psalm,

Our Websit .
Visitzzvefﬁ,::.f,g | have to pause and reflect on its beauty
f°;p°e"c'i‘:|esil‘j;‘i’;§es' and it helps bring me peace and comfort.

announcements, - .
opportunities to serve, What Psalms did you read this week

and the church calendar
and ways to give.

GACTC@®NNECTED B 60

and what is your favorite Psalm?




Easter—<{,
Breakfast ™ A

Our Church Family Easter Sunday Breakfast
Begins at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

This year’s buffet includes:

scrambled eggs, bacon and sausage
hashbrowns, fruit, options
to build a breakfast burrito,
coffee, tea, juice and milk.

Please sign up in the lobby.

Egg Hunt After the Easter Sunday Service

All children are invited to stay after the service
to find the colorful plastic eggs filled with goodies.

Our youth will hide the eggs outdoors if it’s nice
or indoors in the event of inclement weather.
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JOIN US FOR e

EASTER -
and Ftolly Wk

Chirist is Risen!

Holy Week Services and Fellowships
at Dover First United Methodist Church

Palm Sunday on March 29

10:20 a.m. Worship Service and Procession of Palms

Holy Thursday on April 2
5 p.m. Church Family Meal in Fellowship Hall

6 p.m. Holy Thursday Service in the Fellowship Hall

Easter Sunday on April 5

9a.m. Church Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
Please Sign Up in the Lobby

10:20 a.m. Easter Sunday Service with Children’s Church
Nursery Care Available

11:30 a.am. Egg Hunt for the Kids on the Church Lawn
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OUTREACH

This Year’s Special Lenten
Envelope Offerings Will Support
the Mission of Beneath the Shade

Beneath the Shade is a transitional living space
for women who are choosing recovery and
want to rebuild their lives and explore what
having a relationship with God might be all

about. Beneath the Shade is for women who
have lived with substance use disorders, have
at least 30 days substance free and know they
need more time in a semi-structured and loving

setting in order to live successfully on their own.

To support this mission in our community,
please pick up a Lenten Envelope in the lobby,
and return your donations on Easter Sunday.

Visit beneaththeshade.org to learn more.
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Tellowship

Dinner €

Holy Thursday Lenten Meal
April 2nd at 3 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Enjoy a delicious baked potato bar,
soup, ]oeverages, and dessert in the

Fellowship Hall beginning at 3 p.m.

Pastor Wes will share the Holy Thursday
message in Fellowship Hall at 0 p.m.

Please RSVP by signing up in the lobbuy.




Through the Psalms in a Month

Morning Evening
Day 1 Psalms 1-5 6-8
Day 2 9-11 12-14
Day 3 15-17 18
Day4 19-21 22-23
Day 5 24-26 27-29
Day 6 30-31 32-34
Day 7 35-36 37
Day 8 38-40 41-43
Day 9 44-46 47-49
Day 10 50-52 53-55
Day 11 56-58 59-61
Day 12 62-64 65-67
Day 13 68 69-70
Day 14 71-72 73-74
Day 15 75-77 78
Day 16 79-81 82-85
Day 17 86-88 89
Day 18 90-92 93-94
Day 19 95-97 98-101
Day 20 102-103 104
Day 21 105 106
Day 22 ' 107 108-109
Day 23 110-113 114-115
Day 24 116-118 119: 1-32
Day 25 119: 33-72 119: 73-104
Day 26 119:105-144 119: 145-176
Day 27 120-125 126-131
Day 28 132-135 136-138
Day 29 139-140 141-143

Day 30 144-146 147-150



The Food Pantry

of Dover-New Phila

422 W. Third Street
Dover, OH 44622

The local food pantry is open twice each week for all in need
of food from 5 to 8 p.m. on Thursday 9 a.m. to Noon on Friday.

Home delivery is also available for the homebound and those
unable to come to the pantry. Call (330) 649-2228 for info.
Do you or someone that you know need emergency
food assistance today, please call (234) 801-8198.

.iJFood Pant

of Devei + Now Philladelphta

The pantry is an all volunteer organization and many more
volunteers are needed to distribute food at the pantry, as
well as deliver food to are neighbors unable to come in:
Thursday 4:30 to 8 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Drivers are needed on Thursday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

For additional information, visit the pantry website at:
dovernpfoodpantry.org or call (234) 801-8198

Community Men’s
Fellowship Breakfast

Men of all ages are invited for
breakfast, prayer and fellowship
each month at a different
church from 9to 11 a.m.

March 21 Ragersville Zion UCC
8831 Crocked Run Rd SW

Sugarcreek

April 18 Salvation Army
809 Emmett Ave NW
New Phila

May 16 St. John’s UCC

409 N. Wooster Ave
Dover




RGP A Welcome
to Worship
March 15, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”

arr. James Denton

Call to Worship Psalm 23
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The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures,
Leads me beside still waters,

Restores my life,

Leads me in right paths

For the sake of the Lord's name.

Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil;

For you are with me;

Your rod and your staff,

They comfort me.

You prepare a table before me

In the presence of my enemies;

You anoint my head with oil,

My cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

All the days of my life;

And | shall dwell in the house of the Lord

As long as | live.



*Hymn #378 Amazing Grace

Scripture 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Prayer

All children who would like to go to Kidz Min in the Education Zone
are asked to meet at the back of the sanctuary during the hymn.

*Hymn #3002 Blessed Be Your Name
Scripture John 9:1-23
Choir Anthem “I Have Felt the Touch of God”

Words Ray McCutcheon & Lloyd Larson
Music by Lloyd Larson

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message The Character of Light
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #451 Be Thou My Vision

*Benediction

*Postlude “Postlude in C”
arr. Reginald Martin

CCLI License #1687804



The Character of Light

Scripture: John 9:1-23

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, thathe was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned;
he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. ° As long as | am in the world, | am the
light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ® The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” ? Some were saying, “It is
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.” °But they
keptasking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 1! He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then | went and washed and received my
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “l do not know.”

*They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. * Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. ! Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” ¢ Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who s a sinner performsuch signs?” And they were divided. !’ So they said again to the
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
¥The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight *° and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” 2° His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; 2! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. 22 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

Questions

1. Why would the disciples assume that the man’s blindness was the result of sin?
2. What does Jesus mean by it being “day” and night coming?

Background
Related Scriptures: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ephesians 5:8—14; Hebrews 10:22-26

Ephrem the Syrian: Those who could see were clearly being drawn to the blind man, who saw inwardly.
The blind man was being drawn secretly to those who could see but who were blind inwardly. He [the
blind man] washed away the clay from his eyes and appeared to himself. They washed the blindness
fromtheir hearts and gained approval for themselves. When our Lord opened up the eyes of one blind
man clearly in thatmoment, he opened up [the eyes of] many blind people secretly. For that blind man
was [surely] blind. He was like a source of profit for our Lord, for by him our Lord acquired many blind
people [by healing them] from the blindness of their heart.?

! Joel C. Elowsky, ed., John 1-10, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 327.



The Character of Light

Reflection

“Who sinned”, take some time with that question because it is important. The disciples see the blind
man for the first time, and this is their first question about him. Their assumption is that this man is
receiving just punishment from God for sin, his of his parents’. “Who sinned” is not a question of
concernor empathy, itis a question that assigns blame. The disciples are concerned with who measures
up and theirdesire to help seems motivated by the other person’s conduct. John tells us that Jesus saw
the man’s condition, “he was born blind” and desired to help. The disciples though were more
concerned about was his suffering “just”. How many times are we guilty of this same mindset? How
many times do we allow our judgment of the other person toinfluence whetherornot we extend mercy
and aid? Imagine being the man, even if he could not hear the disciples’ comment he probably knew
people asked that question about him. Imagine being the person in need of mercy and hearing people
question whether you deserve it.

While the disciples struggle with the esotericquestion of sin, Jesus is trying to get on with working while
the light shines. The more | read this the morning | am convinced that Jesus is not talking about a
specific time when miracles could not occur or his limited time on earth, | think he is simply saying “let’s
be about God’s business now because the best time to work is when you see something needs done.”
This goes along with the kind of person that God sends Samuel to find. God says to Samuel of the next
king, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for the
Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.” (1 Saam 16:7). We can very easily see what God means in the context of David’s story, God
desires a person in leadership who will act on God’s behalf. However, there can be times when that
message can become confused. Sometimes it seems that when we think about a person “after God’s
own heart” we think about a person who desires to sing or participate in corporate worship. Perhaps,
what we think about is someone who has a strong devotional or prayer life. And while these are
certainly some evidences of desiring God’s heart, we also see something different in Jesus. Among the
characteristics Jesus demonstrates is a desire to do good and show mercy to people. For Jesus having
God'’s heart is not simply about showing up for worship or taking time to pray, though those are
important, it is about participating in the work of the light while it is daylight.

While the community around the blind man took so little notice of him that they could not recognize
him after he had been healed, and the disciples wanted to first know if he had sinned, Jesus saw the
man and recognized his need. The Gospels do a wonderful job of demonstrating that Jesus took time to
pray and worship, and that time of devotion and connecting to God worked itself out in noticing people
and providing for them.

And what is the response? The man who was healed promotes Jesus despite great personal risk. This
man who does not know Jesus other than as an unseen man who heals him decides he wants to be a
disciple and follow him. Jesus seeing this man began to create a heart like God’s in him. Even though
following Jesus put distance between him and his community he chose to be like Jesus. And this begins
in Jesus seeing this man, not as a sinner but as a person with a terrible affliction that needs mercy. God
desires this kind of character, a life that is so in tune with God that we see people where theyare. When
we develop a heart that follows God, it helps us truly see the people we encounter so that we can help
bring healing into their lives. This is why Paul says, “for once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you
are light. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of the lightis found in all that is good and right and

true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness;
rather, expose them.” (Ephesians 5:8-11).



This Week at Dover at Dover First UMC

Monday No Events
Tuesday
7 p.m. WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking
Sunday 7 p.m. Boy Scouts
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service Scout Room
Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts
Education Zone
Next Sunday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service Thursday
6 p.m. Trustees
7 p.m. Grief Share
Lounge
7 p.m. WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking
Friday First Day
of Spring!
9:30 a.m. Finance
Meeting
Saturday No Events
Dover First UMC's Donations and Expenditures
YTD Attendance Average as of 02/28/2026 = 96 2026 YTD as of 02/28/2026
All Income S 56,357
Less: All Expenses $ (56,344)
Total Gain (Loss) Incurred $13
Note 1: Capital expenditures included in expenses SO
Note 2: Unpaid conference apportionments $3,713




