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Dover F|rst UMC’s Weekly Newsletter

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1 to 3
inrooms 1and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.
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October 16, 2026
News from the Altar Committee

Thanks so much to those who donated to our wreath fund.
Three new wreaths were hung on the Wooster Ave doors
and three new wreaths on the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
doors, all of which can be seasonally decorated. Additionally,
we purchased five other wreaths for the winter months,
along with magnetic door hooks for all wreaths.

Save the date! We are planning to decorate for Advent and
Christmas after the church service on Sunday, Nov. 22nd.
Advent begins the following Sunday. More details to come.

If you would like to place an arrangement on the altar,
please sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board in
the lobby. Large, medium or small arrangements welcome.

Bow makers needed! If you have a knack for making bows
and are willing to share your talents, please contact
Jan Warden or Debbie in the church office for more info.

If you enjoy sewing and would like to help with several
lobby shelf coverings (similar to table runners) the altar
committee has fabric available. Please see Jan Warden
or contact Debbie in the church office for more details.

- Jan Warden, Altar Committee Chairperson




United Against Hunger
Dowver First UMC vs Phila First UMC

Our Annual Rivalry is On!
October 4th thru 25th

Which church will collect the most
monetary donations for the fight
against hunger in our community?

This year’s friendly rivalry will support:
Greater Dover-New Phila Food Pantry

Please note on your check or
envelope that your special
Donation to Dover First UMC
is for United Against Hunger.




Nk & Treat
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The Community
is Invited for
Family
Friendly

By

Trank or Treat

Sunday, October 25 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Visit our decorated cars for treats
and enjoy a free evening
of fun with crafts, cookies,

hot chocolate and hot cider.
We’ll move indoors in the event of inclement weather.

Dover First United Methodist Church
Parking Lot, Pavilion and Fellowship Hall

1725 N. Wooster Ave in Dover, Ohio




October is Pastor
Appreciation Month

A special time to tell our pastor how much he is
appreciated every day in every way through our:

Words
Cards
Notes

Emails

Prayers
Encouragement




Pick Up Your Operatlon Chrlstmas Chlld
Shoeboxes in the Lobby Today!

Everything that you need to begin
shopping is included in the gift boxes.

Want to participate, but can’t get out to shop?

Let our youth group do the shopping for you.
List ‘Youth Shopping’ on the memo line or cash
envelope of your donation to Dover First UMC.

Please return all gift-filled boxes by Thursday,
Nov. 12 for dedication on Sunday, Nov 15.




Welcome

to Worship
October 18, 2026

Dover First United Mothodist Church

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “Near to the Heart of God”
Cleland Boyd McAfee
arr. Lani Smith

Call to Worship Psalm 99:3-5

L: Let them praise your great and wondrous name!
All: Holy is the Lord!

L: Mighty Ruler, lover of justice,

L: You have established equity;
All: You have executed justice

All: And righteousness in Jacob.

L: Extol the Lord our God.

L: Worship at the Lord's footstool!
All: Holy is the Lord!

*Hymn #2173 Shine, Jesus, Shine

Scripture 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10



Prayer

*Hymn #395 Take Time to Be Holy

Scripture Matthew 22:15-22

Choir Anthem “Prayer of St. Francis”
Allen Pote

*Offering Intro/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Give to God What Is God’s
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #133 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

*Benediction

*Postlude “Processional in C Major”
Robert J. Powell

CCLI License #1687804

Today’s Altar Flowers

In Celebration of the 50"
Wedding Anniversary of
Randy and Linda Clements
on October 16th




Give to God What Is God’s

Scri ptﬁ re: Matthew 22:15-22

13Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. ¢ So they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with
partiality. 2’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 8 But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? '° Show me the coin
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2° Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and
whose title?” 2! They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor
the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they
were amazed; and they left him and went away.

Questions

1. Why does Jesus’ answer stifle the questioners so much?
2. What kinds of parallels can we draw being Jesus words about Caesar and our own government,
what parallels are tempting but illegitimate?

Background
Related Scriptures: Romans 13:1-7

Jesus was sitting in the Temple during this confrontation and Jews would have found it disrespectful to
the temple to have a coin with Caesar’s image in that space. So when Jesus gets a coin from those
accusing him he is making them look bad in front of the crowd because they had an improper image in
the Temple space.

Incomplete Work on Matthew: They called him teacher, and truly he was. Yet they were only
pretending that he was a teacher, one honored and praised. They pretended that he would simply open
to them the ministry of his heart, as if they wanted to be his disciples. This is the first power of
hypocrites, to simulate praise. They praise those whom they want to destroy. Their art is to incline
human hearts toward simplicity of a kind confession through the delight of praise. They take small steps,
a little at a time.?

Severus: “What then! You permit us to serve a man, and not god? And how is this not a violation of the
law?” It will amount to nothing. Indeed, the act of giving tax to Caesar does not prevent the service of
God, although you would like to think so. This is why it is necessary for you to give to God equally what
is God'’s, in such a manner that if what is Caesar’s is kept for the service of God, it is necessary that God
be preferred to him. If you remain a tributary of Caesar, you should attribute this to your sins, not to
God. In the same way, Paul similarly applies himself to the same distinction. In sending a letter to the
Romans he wrote, “Pay to the world, therefore, whatis due to the world; to those you owe taxes, taxes;
to those you owe tribute, tribute.?

! Manlio Simonetti, ed., Matthew 14-28, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 149

2 Manlio Simonetti, ed., Matthew 14-28, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 150.



Give to God What Is God’s

Reflection

Taxes are never popular, at best most people see them as a necessary burden. But taxes from an
oppressive foreign occupier are even more galling. It is this backdrop that makes the challenge
presented toJesus so daunting. If Jesus agrees with paying taxes the people will likely turn on him and if
he does not then he is sure to face consequences from Pilate and the other Roman officials. | am sure
that many, including American Christians, would accuse Jesus of fence-sitting if he gave such an answer
in our political climate today. Evenif the Pharisees meant their question sincerely, the lack of a yes or no
answer from Jesus would likely have bothered them just as it bothers us today. Now obviously, Jesus
needed to somewhatsly because he was posed a catch-22 question, but his words transcend a cop-out
answer and offer us true wisdom for interacting with government.

Jesus’ answer forces us to ask “what is God’s?” What are the things that | have control over that belong
in the category “God’s”? The rub of course is that we are all probably going to answer this question
slightly differently. In reading commentaries on this passage | noted just how many different questions
and interpretations were possible outcomes of reading Jesus’ words. There were subtle differences in
interpretations and major disparities, depending on how each scholar approached these words. And this
is part of the point of the interaction. The pharisees want Jesus to pick a clear side. Is he with Jewish
revolutionaries and the people or the Romans and the status quo. They want to put him in a box of “us”
or “them”. Jesus though, does not fit into that box and provides an answer that expects wisdom.
Consider what it means to give to God what is God’s and then give to the government what is due the
government. The further beauty of Jesus’ statement is that it takes us away from creating the “us vs
them” dichotomy and places our focus where it belongs, on our relationship with God.

It is important to remember that Jesus’ relationship to the occupying government of Rome is far
different from ours in modern America. However, that does not mean that his wisdom cannot be
applied to our situation. First, we start by identifying what is under God’s control —what is God’s that we
must give to God. Once we have determined this we then ask, “how do | give that to God?” Can | give
resources to the government for the purpose of surrendering them to God? When do | reasonably say
no to the government because it is asking for something of God’s? While the question posed to Jesus is
limited to taxes, there is room to take Jesus’ advice beyond taxes to how we support the government
more broadly. As many Christians have pointed out there is an overlap between the image of Caesar on
the coin and humanity being God’s image. Understanding this then we are allowed to ask if our regimes
are building up humanity or bringing it down and throw our support toward building up God’s image.
Now again it is likely that Christians will disagree at times on how exactly this plays out in the world.
What is important is that we do not get dragged into the “us vs them” mentality that Jesus wants us to
avoid. Instead, if we understand that we are giving to God first, then we will realize that our mentality is
“us for the greater good of everyone”.

Jesus wants his disciples to recognize that we can and should support governments to the point that
they do not interfere with our ability to give to God. And every time we consider supporting the
government we need to ask, “how does my support of this impact what is given to God.” | understand
that we all want God to just tell us what to do, and there are many who want to take this role. But God
wants us to think through our association to society ourselves and consider how we best honor God in
what we do. The beauty of Jesus’ responseis not that he evaded the trap laid by his opponents, but that
he was able to provide us with a profoundly wise saying that can help us shape our lives and society.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday

10:20 a.m.  Worship Service

Next Sunday

10:20a.m.  Worship Service
Heritage Sunday
50 Year Member
Recognition

5:30 p.m. Trunk or Treat

to7 p.m. In the Church
Parking Lot and

Fellowship Hall

If you are handing out treats
or volunteering, please arrive
and setup prior to 5 p.m.
as the parking lot will be

blocked off at that time.

Monday

Tuesday
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

Thursday
7 p.m.

Friday
9:30 a.m.

Saturday

No Events

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Girl Scouts
Fellowship Hall

Cub Scouts
Education Wing

Chancel Choir
Choir Room

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Finance
Meeting
Lounge

No Events




