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Dover F|rst UMC’s Weekly Newsletter
July 31, 2026

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3
inrooms 1and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.

From Our Altar Committee

The Altar Committee
is asking for your help.

We would like to purchase new wreaths
for the entry doors, Wooster Avenue doors,
and the Fellowship Hall and kitchen doors.

If you would like to contribute,
please note ‘wreaths’ on your
envelope or check memo line.

If you would like to speak with the altar
committee, please contact the church office.

Thanks for helping us with decorating!
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New Book Study with Pastor Wes

A Week in the Life of
a Greco-Roman Woman

September 9, 16, 23, 30
In the Church Lounge at 6 p.m.

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Books $13 and Kindle $12

A young wife meets her S WEEK N

daily struggles with equanimity | THE LIFE oF A
CRECO-ROMAN

and courage. She holds poverty OMAN
and hunger at bay, fights to -
keep her child healthy and
strong, and navigates the
unpredictability of her - R,
husband's temperament. HOLLY BEERS

But into the midst of her daily fears and worries,
a new hope appears: a teaching that challenges
her society's most basic assumption.

What is this new teaching?
And what will it demand of her?
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Walk in kindness, shine

with courage, go with God R
Ephesians 4:32 >

Blessing of the Backpacks

During the Sunday, August 16th Service

Dover First UMC's Youth Director
Logan Ladrach Will Share the Message

Let's Begin the School Year with Prayer and
Blessings for Students, Staff and Families.

Preschool thru College Students
You're Invited to Bring Your Backpack
for a Blessing for All Students.

Teachers/School Staff/Parents
A Special Prayer will be Shared for You Too!

A Great Day to Invite a Family or Friend to Church!




v S Welcome to Worship
August 2, 2026

Dover First United Methodist Church

Welcome and Anhnouncements

Prelude “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”
Setting by Kevin Hildebrand

Call to Worship Psalm 17:1-2

L: Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry!
All: Give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit!
L: From you let my vindication come!

All: Let your eyes see the right!

*Hymn #61 Come, Thou Almighty King
Scripture Matthew 14:13-21
Prayer

*Hymn #394 Something Beautiful

Scripture Genesis 32:22-31



Special Music

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Learning to Walk in God’s Land
Pastor Wesley George

Communion

*Hymn #98 To God Be The Glory

*Benediction

*Postlude “Psalm of Glory”
William Barnett

CCLI License #1687804

Today’s Altar Flowers

In thanks to Deena Wolfe for
her dedication, energy and love
while serving as the Children
and Family Ministries Director.

- Donald and Patsy Schrump




Learning to Walk in God's Land

Scripture: Genesis 32:22-31

22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. 2 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that
he had. #*Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 2> When the man saw that
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as
he wrestled with him. 2 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “l will not let
you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 22 Then
the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
humans, and have prevailed.” ?° Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is
it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 3°So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For |
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 3* The sun rose upon him as he passed Penue|,
limping because of his hip.

Questions

1. Whois the man that wrestles with Jacob?
2. Whatis the significance of the sunrise that the man tells Jacob to release him?

3. Why does Jacob want the man to bless him?
Background
Related Scriptures: Matthew 14:13-21; Revelation2, 14, 19:12-16

The man renaming Jacob is the blessing. Names had significance in the ancient world, they conveyed
either descriptions of one’s character or destiny. The man taking away the name Jacob (deceiver) and
replacing it with Israel (strives with God) reflects Jacob’s new identity as someone who no longer gets
ahead by deception but now does so because he struggles with God.

It is probably significant that Jacob encounters the man as he is crossing the Jabbok River. This was seen
as the boundary of Israel’s inheritance and Jacob has to wrestle with God prior to entering God’s land.

Itis also significant that the man clearly could have overpowered Jacob at any point, the “wrestling
match” is meant to test Jacob’s endurance and resolve not his strength.

Chrysostom: Do you see how God revealed the complete explanation of why he demonstrated such
considerateness? At the same time God taught this good man [Jacob] through the imposition of the
name [Israel] who it was that he had seen and had been allowed to hold on to. Recall the text says, “You
will no longer be called Jacob but Israel.” Now Israel means “seeing God.” “Since you are privileged to
see God, insofar as it is possible for a human being to see him, hence | also give you this name so that it
may be clear to everyone in future that you were accorded a vision.” And he added, “For you have
fought with God and will thus be powerful in dealing with human beings.” No longer have any fear or
expect to suffer any harm from anyone. Having gained such might in the first place as to succeed in
wrestling with God, much more will you prevail over human beings and prove superior to all.*

! Mark Sheridan, ed., Genesis 12—50, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 222.



Learning to Walkin God's Land

Reflection

The climax of the account of Jacob wrestling with the angel is that his name is changed. Prior to that
night he was known as Jacob, the deceiver, and after that night he became Israel, contends with God.
This is important because the ancient world placed more significance on names than we often do.
Names were thought to either demonstrate one’s character or predict one’s destiny. In other words, a
name shaped a person. So the story of Jacob becoming Israel is important because it is a complete
change in identity. This is a story of Jacob laying aside the old man and becoming the new. Itis also
significant that the encounter happens at the Jabbok River which was the boundary of the Promised
Land. This means that the story is aboutJacob trying to enter God’s land but needing to lay down his old
self to do so and to take on the identity that God gives him.

So who was Jacob prior to this encounter? As his name (deceiver) implies Jacob was a person always
trying to manipulate the situation to his benefit. He was the person who would take advantage of his
brother's hunger to gain the larger portion of the inheritance. He was the person who would take
advantage of his father’s age and failing eyesight to gain the blessing of prosperity. He was the person
who might not outright steal what belonged to his father-in-law but he would pull out all the stops to
ensure that he became wealthy at his father-in-law’s expense. Jacob placed his own wealth and
prosperity ahead of everything, including his own family. His actions meant that he and his father-in-law
parted on cold terms. And as he returned home Jacob was worried that his brother would take his life in
vengeance for his behavior. Jacob’s life had been defined by selfishness, manipulation, greed, and
deception and it left him alone and in fear. And | think that if you asked Jacob that night about his life
choices he probably would have felt misunderstood and said he was only looking out for himself
because no one else would.

But that night something changed. Jacob began grappling with a man who could clearly easily best him
and in the end he was left limping and changed. Many of the years | have read this story | have read the
angel's words as, “you have grappled with God and been victorious.” But now | realize Israel was not
victorious, but he did prevail. Israel prevailed because he endured. Even when he was clearly battered
and beaten he held on. Israel limps away from this encounterto reunite with a brother who he is simply
hoping will tolerate him and he is met with a brother who wants a loving reconciled relationship. | think
the importance of this was to teach Israel, you have spent your life being Jacob and it has led you to a
life of pain and fear, now when you endure with the Lord and begin to grow you encounter alife marked
by love, grace, and forgiveness. Just like the angel could have easily destroyed Jacob but chose to bless
him instead, Esau could have destroyed Israel and instead blessed him and offered a renewed
connection. it seems that the wrestling match is not about Jacob winning but Israel learning what it
means to walk with God. He learns he cannot rely on the tactics that had brought him to the Jabbok,
instead he needed to begin learning how to live in God’s land.

We see thisidea carried into the New Testament. In Matthew 14, Jesus asks the crowds to trust him for
provision and not to selfishly look out for themselves. In Revelation we are told conquering in the
lifestyle Jesus promotes results in a new name. All of this works together to teach us that when we are
in God’s presence the strength we have relied on does not profit us. Instead, we must hold on to God
and ask for God's blessing so that our identity can be changed and we can learn to live in a land of peace
and prosperity. The point is that we need to stop relying on our selfish tactics and begin seeking God’s
blessingin living like God. We need to understand that this change will take endurance and may result in
lingering difficulties. But the change in identity will be worth any hardship we endure since we will find
great blessings in the love and generosity of God.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday

10:20 a.m.  Worship Service
Communion

Next Sunday

10:20a.m.  Worship Service

Let’s Craft & Chat Together!

Crafters of all mediums are invited
to join us in the church lounge for
crafting and chatter fun on the first
Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.

Come as you are and bring
any craft that you like including:

Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting,
Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Jewelry Design, Quilting,
Scrapbooking, Origami and more!

Monday

Tuesday
7 p.m.

7p.m.

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.

Thursday
7p.m.

7 p.m.

Friday

Saturday
2 p.m.

No Events

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Girl Scouts

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Scout Leaders
Meeting

No Events

Celebrating
the Life of
Tim
MacEachen
Sanctuary




