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Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter

July 17, 2026
Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m. New Book StUdy A WEEK IN
inth .
g’ the Sancuary with Pastor Wes Cl{géglggfj AN
Nursery Care

Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3
inrooms 1and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar

and ways to give.

A Week in the
Life of a
Greco-Roman
Woman

WOMAN

HlOLLY BEERS

A young wife meets her daily struggles with
equanimity and courage. She holds poverty and
hunger at bay, fights to keep her child healthy
and strong, and navigates the unpredictability
of her husband's temperament. But into the
midst of her daily fears and worries, a new hope
appears: a teaching that challenges her society's
most basic assumption. What is this new
teaching? And what will it demand of her?

August 6, 13, 20 and 27
In the Church Lounge at 6 p.m.

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Books $13 and Kindle $12
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Join Pastor Wesley George
for a Bible Study of the
Old Testament Book of

Ruth

Thursday Evenings

July 2, 9, 16 and 23
6 p.m. in the Lounge
Please Sign Up in the Lobby

THE BOOK OF




Church Family

andCamp Read-A-Lot

Enjoy Food, Fellowship and Fun
Church Pavilion and Fellowship Hall

Sunday, July 1gth at 11:30 a.m.

Kiddie and 100 F00 [ [}

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Bring Your Favorite Dish to Share

Provided
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Buns, Tableware,
Mac and Cheese, Beverages and Condiments




Welcome to Worship
July 19, 2026

Dover First United Methodist Church

United

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “We Plow the Fields, and Scatter”
~ Robert J. Hughes

Call to Worship Psalm 139:7-10

L: Where can | go from God’s spirit?

All: Or where can | run from your presence?

L: If | ascend to heaven, you are there!

L: If | make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

All: If | take the wings of the morning

All: And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
All: Even there your hand shall lead me,

All: And your right hand shall hold me.

*Hymn #400 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing



Scripture Romans 8:12-25

Prayer

*Hymn #580 Lead On, O King Eternal
Scripture Genesis 28:10—-19a
Special Music “Shine, Jesus, Shine”

arr. Stan Pethel
Mitch Warden (trumpet)

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message A Big, Big House
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #154 All Hail The Power
of Jesus' Name
verses 1-4

*Benediction

*Postlude “Festive Recessional”
Edward Broughton

CCLI License #1687804



A Big, Big House

Scripture: Genesis 28:10~19a

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. ! He came to a certain place and stayed there for the
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
downin that place. *? And he dreamed thatthere was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching
to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending onit. ** And the Lord stood beside him
and said, “l am the Lord, the God of Abraham yourfatherand the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie
| will give to you and to your offspring; 1 and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you
shall spread abroad to the westand to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. '* Know that | am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have done what |
have promised you.” t* Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place —and |
did not know it!” 7 And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

18 S0 Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up
for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. !° He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz
at the first.

Questions

1. Why does God visit Jacob when he is running away from his family in fear and some disgrace?
2. Why would Jacob’s vision make him think that Bethel was the gate of Heaven?
3. How should we consider the irony that Jacob views Bethel as God’s location when God tells
Jacob, “I will not leave you”?
Background

Related Scriptures: Genesis 1:1-2:3; Romans 8:12-25

This story is the opening of Jacob’s encounters with God and as him as a patriarch. Prior to this he was
under his father’s care, now that he is striking out on his own he experiences God personally. The point
is that even though Jacob is running away from his problems in fear God is not abandoning him but
going to attempt to work with him to bring him back to where he belongs.

The site is nameless when Jacob stops it is only after Jacob names it that its former name is given. The
point is that the region’s name is important because it relates back to God.

Chrysostom: Notice here, | ask you, the extraordinary care of the loving God. When he saw [Jacob]
consentingto the journey in accordance with his mother’s advice, which came out of fear of his brother,
and taking to the road like some athlete, with no support from any source, leaving everything instead to
help from on high, Christ wanted at the very beginning of the journey to strengthen Jacob’s resolve. And
so he appeared to him with the words “l am the God of Abraham and the God of your father Isaac.” |
have caused the patriarch and your father to experience a great increase in prosperity; so, far from
being afraid, believe that | am he who fulfilled my promises and will shower on you my care.?

! Mark Sheridan, ed., Genesis 12—50, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 191.



A Big, Big House

Reflection

| imagine that Jacob would have found his dream an odd mixture of comforting and terrifying. On one
hand he was encountering God in a new and exceptional way which would be thrilling but at the same
time he mustrecognize that he was not prepared forthe level of God’s presence and the sanctity of the
field where he was lying, | am guessing that as Jacob was leaving his home and the places he had known,
it would have been a comforting message that God was with him. But at the same time not realizing
how present God was would not have been an easy thing to process. But the overall impact on Jacob
seems to have been positive, he left Bethel understanding God’s presence was there and that God
wanted to have a relationship with him.

Notonly is it comforting to read a story where God is present with Jacob as he is striking out on his own
for the first time, but it becomes even more comforting when I think about the fact that Jacob had flaws.
The stories of Jacob and his family are filled with lies, deceit, greed, fear and the lingering threat of
violence. These are hardly stories of people we would identify as models of saintly behavior. And yet it is
precisely these people who God speaks to and wants to work with. | think a large part of the patriarch
narratives are about God choosing to work with people just like us. These stories show us how God
works in spite of these characters and when possible, with them and through them. We are supposed to
understand them as we do ourselves, people who are deeply flawed trying to understand life. And in
this passage God shows up as Jacob is fleeing home in fear for his life and shows him that there is so
much more to the world than he understood.

Jacob is unaware of the fact that God’s dwelling place, what we might call heaven, is all around him
waiting on him to fully open his eyes to God. This is a template for us, where we get so caught up in our
lives that we fail to see the reality that heaven is all around us. We fail to see that sacred space is
everywhere, and God’s presence is everywhere. We, like Jacob, can get caught up in our lives to such an
extent that we do not even consider the larger reality of life. This is what Paul wants us to consider in
Romans 8. There he talks about how all of creation is waiting for God’s restoration, and we who are
growing in the fruit of the Spirit share in the expectation. He wants us to recognize that all of Creation is
meant to be like the Garden of Eden and that we are waiting for the day when God brings this about.
Further, he wants us to consider that if we are truly living with God and producing the fruit of the Spirit
then we are not just longing for that day but actively working with God to see it accomplished.

God shows Jacob the vision of heaven not simply to comfort Jacob as he flees from his brother, but also
so that Jacob understands that he is supposed work with God to maintain the holiness of the land he
inhabits. God wants Jacob to have such a powerful vision that he meditates on it for years, thinking
about what it means that he saw God’s house and how that should impact him. This should lead him to
considerboth what it means that God is with him, and how he should act in God’s presence and what it
means for the land to be God’s house.

We may never have a vision like Jacob’s, but we have similar glimpses given to us in the Bible. We see
that God wants to be with us in the same way. We see that God opens up sacred space to us. We see
that God wants to bless us and be near us. Perhaps we too are like Jacob and come from a place that
does not seem to strongly reflect God’s character. But that is not meant to hinder us, the vision God
gives us of the coming world is meant to inspire us to be more like God. It is meant to invigorate our
desire to make creation more like Eden. And to help us desire to be like God so that we are prepared for
the coming reality Paul looked forward to. Our goal is to help make this world like heaven so that when
our heaven comes we are ready for it.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday
10:20a.m.  Worship Service

11:30a.m.  Church Family
and Camp
Read-A-Lot
Picnic
Please Sign Up
in the Lobby

Next Sunday
10:20a.m.  Worship Service
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From Our Altar Committee

We would like to purchase new
wreaths for the entry doors,
Wooster Avenue doors, and the

Fellowship Hall and kitchen doors.

If you would like to contribute,
please note ‘wreaths’ on your
envelope or check memo line.
If you would like to speak
with the altar committee,
please contact the church office.

Monday
7 p.m.

Tuesday
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Wednesday
6 p.m.

Thursday
6 p.m.

7 p.m.

Friday

Saturday

Leadership

Board
Lounge

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Private Party
Fellowship Hall
Kitchen

Book of
Ruth Study

Lounge

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

No Events

No Events




