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July 24, 2026
Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m. New Book Study A WEEK IN
in the Sanctuary . THE LIFE ofF A
with Pastor Wes CRECOROMAN
Nursery Care

Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3
inrooms 1 and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.

A Week in the
Life of a
Greco-Roman
Woman

WOMAN

HOLLY BEERS

A young wife meets her daily struggles with
equanimity and courage. She holds poverty and
hunger at bay, fights to keep her child healthy
and strong, and navigates the unpredictability
of her husband's temperament. But into the
midst of her daily fears and worries, a new hope
appears: a teaching that challenges her society's
most basic assumption. What is this new
teaching? And what will it demand of her?

August 6, 13, 20 and 27
In the Church Lounge at 6 p.m.

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Books $13 and Kindle $12
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v v Welcome to Worship
July 26, 2026

Dover First United Methodist Church

Welcome and Anhouncements

Prelude “Call to Service”
by Robert J. Hughes

Call to Worship Psalm 119:41-44

L: Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord,

L: Your salvation according to your promise;

ALL: Then shall | have an answer for those who taunt me,
ALL: For | trust in your word.

L: And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth,
L: For my hope is in your ordinances.

ALL: | will keep your law continually,

ALL: For ever and ever;

*Hymn #103 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Scripture Romans 8:26—39

Prayer

*Hymn #92 For the Beauty of the Earth



Scripture Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Special Music  "There is None Like You"
by Lenny LeBlanc
Steve Dulaney and Beth Scott

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Living the Parables
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #2145 I've Got Peace Like a River

*Benediction

*Postlude “Echo Alleluia”

by Henry Purcell
arr. Lani Smith

CCLI License #1687804




Living the Parables

Scripture: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

31He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grownit is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *¢ on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 “pgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a netthat was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
®whenit was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.
49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51“Have you understood allthis?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

Questions

1. Arethere atheme or themes that run through all of these parables or are these parables
creating a multi-faceted mosaic of the kingdom?

2. Today we recognize the mustard seedis notthe smallest seed but would it have been for people
of Jesus’ day?

Background
Related Scriptures: Ezekiel 17:22-23; Daniel 4:12; 1 Corinthians 3:1-8

We are meant to read Jesus’ comment about mustard being the smallest seed as poetic license, he is
contrasting the small beginning with the large and productive plant it grows into.

While Jesus’ comment about the kingdom of God is unique several other ancient sources used the size
of a mustard seed as a parable.

Hilary: The Lord compared his reign with a grain of mustard seed, which is very pungentand the smallest
of all seeds. Its inherent potency is heightened under stress and pressure. Therefore, after this grain is
sown in the field—that is, when it has been seized by someone and delivered up to death as though
buriedin the field by a sowing of its body —it grows up to become larger than any herb and surpasses all
the glory of the prophets.!

! Manlio Simonetti, ed., Matthew 1—13, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 280.



Living the Parables

Reflection

I think it is intentional that we are not given explanations to these parables, | believe that is so we have
more freedom to make connections of our own. Yes, in some ways the explanations seem obvious, but
the longer you sit with these parables the more they work into you and grow and when they do this they
become a greater treasure. In other words these parables become and example of the kingdom in our
own lives. As sat down to read about how Christians have understood these parables throughout history
| found the interpretations vary widely the message itself spread into different areas. And when |
recognized that these simple stories took on a new value in my own thinking and life. | started to look at
these words as practice for witnessing the kingdom in the world. It can be easy to read simple parables
like these and think we understand them completely but the reality is the more time we spend with
them the more they can teach us. Meditating on Jesus’ words | began to appreciate new elements of the
message. | realize that we all, myself included, value certainty, but these parables are a safe space to
expand our ideas and thinking, to allow our imaginations loose. These parables provide us the freedom
to ask what does God's reign look like in my world. How has it spread? What is it sheltering? How is it
hidden? How is it treasure? What am | sacrificing to find it?

As | said, | think this is why Jesus left these parables unexplained, because they are an exercise in
opening up our minds to reflection. Sowing seed and adding yeast to dough are very normal activities
they are part of ordinary life for millions of people. Imagine hearing these parables and going home
walking past your mustard plant or making sourdough. Your appreciation for Jesus’ words would
certainly increase and you would probably start to consider, “what is my part in God’s reign, where do |
fit in this process?” Am | the person sowing seed, the person mixingin the sourdough starter, or am | the
seed, orstarter? Am | maybe the field or flour which blossoms because of someone’s work? Or maybe |
am all three, how would this work?

All these questions are meant to help us look deeper into our own lives to find what God is doing in us.
When | am struggling | might ask what Mustard seed am | nourishing. When | am witnessing to a friend |
might realize that | have planted the seed and trust God to produce the harvest. | might think about my
life and see how that initial starter mixed into my life has spread and changed me to be more like God. |
might consider what is so special about God’s reign that | am willing to sell everything | have to gain it.
Jesus wants us to realize that God’s reign is all around us waiting on us to wake up and recognize the
reality of it’s presence. We are meant to hear these parables and start looking for God’s reign
recognizing that the more we meditate on its presence the greater a reality it will be for us. As we look
for God in our lives God's presence will grow in our lives. As we look for God's reign in our communities
we will begin to bring God’s reign into our communities. As we search for the treasure in the world we
will begin to find it and begin to sacrifice our goods just to have it.

Jesus’ parables are windows into ourselves that help us discover where our focus is. We are meant to
take these aspects of life and relate them to our day so that we can continue to grow and develop. We
are meant to sit with these pictures asking ourselves about all of the possibilities that Jesus could have
meant and how each one relates to our world.

With this in mind, here are the questions | have asked myself as | have meditated on these verses this
week. What is the small seed in my life that God wants to grow? How can | be the starter for my
community that will help leaven the whole? What is the aspect of God’s reign in this world that |
treasure most and how am | going out of my way to possess it?



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday Monday
10:20a.m.  Worship Service All Day Fellowship
Hall in Use
Next Sunday Tuesday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service 7 p.m. WMM Church
Communion Spanish-Speaking
7p.m. Boy Scouts
Scout Room
From Our Altar Committee Wednesday No Events
We would like to purchase new
wreaths for the entry doors, Thursday
Wooster Avenue doors, and the 7 p.m. WMM Church
Fellowship Hall and kitchen doors. Spanish-Speaking
If you would like to contribute,
please note ‘wreaths’ on your Friday No Events
envelope or check memo line.
If Id like t k
you would like to s.pea Saturday
with the altar committee,
. 10 a.m. Craft & Chat
please contact the church office. Lounge

Let’s Craft & Chat Together!

Crafters of all mediums are invited to join us in the church lounge for
crafting and chatter fun on the first Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.
Come as you are and bring any craft that you like including:
Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting, Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Jewelry Design, Quilting, Scrapbooking, Origami and more!




