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Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1 to 3
inrooms 1and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,

special studies,

announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar

and ways to give.

June 12, 2026
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Free Extra or No Longer Needed Kitchen
Items Available in the Multipurpose Room

This Sunday morning, the church family is
invited to stop by the Multipurpose Room
in the Education Zone (Room #2) as
we have a table full of kitchen items in
need of a new home with you or your family.

This includes items that are no longer used,
older items that still work and lots of duplicates.

Measuring Spoons
Measuring Cups
Baking Items
Hand Mixer
Older Food Processor
Older Wooden Cutting Boards
Older Blender and More!

Many thanks to Sara Marlatt, Danielle Tipton
Kaylyn Marlatt and Nattie Marlatt
for sharing their time and organizing talents.




Join Pastor Wesley George
for a Bible Study of the
Old Testament Book of

Ruth

Thursday Evenings

July 2, 9, 16 and 23
6 p.m. in the Lounge
Please Sign Up in the Lobby
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What’s All The BUZZ?
Camp Read-A-Lo

Wednesdays 9-Noon

Register online at doverfirst.org
(look for the VBS form)
or contact the Dover First
United Methodist Church office
at (330) 343-1322 for more info.

Camp Read-A-Lot is a faith-based
summer literacy program for kids
entering grades K-3 or anyone
needing extra help learning to read.
Enjoy stories, music, activities, crafts,
and over 75 different literacy games!




Welcome to Worship
June 14, 2026
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Dover First United Methodist Church

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”
Arthur Messiter
arr. Lani Smith

Call to Worship Psalm 116:5-7
L: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

L: Our God is merciful.

ALL: The Lord preserves the simple;

ALL: When | was brought low, the Lord saved me.
L: Return, O my soul, to your rest;

ALL: For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

*Hymn #261 Lord of The Dance
Scripture Genesis 18:1-15
Prayer

*Hymn #132 All My Hope is Firmly Grounded



Special Original Music by Susan George
*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Exploring Romans 5:
From Enemies to Family

Pastor Wesley George
Shirley and Joel Arnold

Julie Tinnirello

*Hymn #402 Lord, | Want To Be A Christian

*Benediction

*Postlude “Processional”
Robert J. Hughes

CCLI License #1687804



From Enemies to Family

Scripture: Romans 5:1-11

S5:'Therefore, being set right through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus the
Anointed. ?Through whom, also, we have access to this gift, to stand and exult in the hope of God’s
glory. 3Not on this alone, but also, we exult in the trials. We know that trials produce persistence; *and
persistence- maturity, and maturity- hope. *Now hope does not dishonor us, because God'’s love is
poured outin our hearts, through the Holy Spirit which we were given. ¢Yet while we were helpless the
Anointed came and at that time died because of the ungodly. ’Rarely does one die for the righteous, yet
perhaps for a good person someone might dare to die. ®8But God demonstrates divine love to us that
while we were guilty the Anointed died for us. °Since we were made righteous through his blood how
much more are we rescued through him from the wrath. °If while we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the death of his son, how much more having been reconciled are we rescued through
his life. *'Not only this but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus the Anointed because we have
received reconciliation.

Questions

1. What does it mean to you to be set right, and how does faith relate to that?

2. What does it mean to stand and exult in God’s hope?

3. How does suffering work in this passage, does it always lead to maturity or does Paul have
something more in mind?

4. Do youeverfeellike yourhope in Jesus brings dishonor or shame? If so how do you restore your
mindset to reflect Paul’s in this passage?

5. When you consider being enemies with God how do you understand that concept, and how
does it impact your idea of God that Jesus died while we were enemies?

Background
Related Scriptures: Genesis 18; Psalm 22:5; Isaiah 32:17; Joel 2; 2 Corinthians 5

Origen: The word rejoice is sometimes used positively in Scripture and sometimes negatively.... For if
someone rejoices in his wisdom or strength or riches, he is wrong to do so, but if he rejoices in knowing
God and in understanding his judgments of mercy and righteousness, he is right to do so. In this case,
Paul says that he rejoices in his sufferings, notas an end in themselves but because they lead to various
virtues of the soul.... If suffering produces patience and patience is one of the virtues of the soul, then
there is no doubt that suffering must be called not evil or neutral but definitely good. *

Ambrosiaster: If Christ gave himself up to death at the right time for those who were unbelievers and
enemies of God ... how much more will he protect us with his help if we believe in him! He died for us in
order to obtain life and glory for us. So if he died for his enemies, just think what he will do for his
friends!?

! Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 124,

2 Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 126.




From Enemies to Family

Reflection

What are the limits of your love for others? How far would you go to reconcile with someone who has
wronged you and become an enemy? Would your give this person multiple chances to make things
right? Would youinitiate conversation withthem? Would you actively pursue reconciliation? Would you
even be opentoa new relationship with that person? Now consider what Paul says about Jesus in these
verses. We were enemies of God and Jesus died for us. Our state was enemy and Jesus saw us as
helpless. We were unrighteous, yet Jesus treats us as one morally upright person might treat another
righteous person. We who deserve death are given life, by the person we have wronged.

I think it is worth pondering what kind of love God shows us that “the right time” for Jesus was when we
were helpless and at war with God. God did not wait until we started to get our act together. Jesus’
ministry was not timed because we showed we wanted to make up. Rather Jesus comes to us when we
are at our lowest ebb and furthest from God.

| love how Paul weaves together the ideas that humanity is an enemy of God and helpless. We are both
caught in the snare of sin and willful participants working against God. Like an army indoctrinated by
propaganda we are both deceived and caught, and bear our own blame. Jesus recognizes this, he
understands that we have willfully made ourselves enemies of God and that we are helpless because we
do not understand the full implications of this stance. And it is at this point that Jesus lays down his life
to find us. This is God’s gift to us that in his love we have Jesus live, die, rise, and ascend to show us how
to live and to provide us a way to live in God. And this is our glory and boast, not that | am so good that
Jesus came for me, but that God is so good that God would not let me go. My boast is not in my success
or honors, but in the fact, Jesus is so good | get to experience who God is.

it is precisely because we boast in a God who comes to the depths to find us that we can rejoice in the
midst of trials. If we understand God’s love that sent Jesus while we were enemies then we know that
now that we are God’s family even the most difficult trial will be a time when God works through us and
draws closer to us. Trials then result in maturity because if we have learned how to experience and
accept God’s love then we understand how much God comes to us in the darkest moments and we
begin to look for this presence. As we look for God’s presence in dark times, we find God in the darkness
and suddenly instead of seeing the trial we see God’s hope. And seeing God’s hope we begin to respond
to our situation as God would and that is the definition of maturity.

So, for Paul our trust begins in understanding who we are as enemies of God and helpless at the same
time. Understanding this we begin to understand God’s love for us and as we begin to think about this
concept it should lead us to praise for discovering someone who loves us enough to overcome our evil
to demonstrate that love. When we learn to boast in this, we learn to see God’s presence more deeply
in the difficult times. When we learn to see God with us in difficulties we learn to respond to the
difficulties as God does and not out of the spirit that makes us enemies with God. And as we respond to
our trials with God’s character, we begin to love even ourenemies the way that God loved us. This is the
cycle that God uses to bring us fully out of a state of enmity with God and in a state of allegiance. This is
how God uses even the smallest kernelof trust and expands it into a full constancy that mirrors the faith
Jesus displayed. As we experience the maturity of God and revel in the hope that God supplies, we
cannot help but reflect God's love to the hurting world around us. And as people see the hope that we
have experienced through our trials they too will hopefully begin building their own life with God.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday

10:20a.m.  Worship Service

2 p.m. Private Party
Fellowship Hall
Pavilion

Next Sunday

Father’s Day
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service

SCHEDULES

If your group or class has a
schedule change for the summer,
please share with Debbie
in the church office at:

(330) 343-1322
doverfirst@gmail.com

Monday

Tuesday
7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Wednesday
9to 12

5:30 p.m.

Thursday
6 p.m.

7 p.m.

Friday
9:30 a.m.

Saturday

No Events

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Kid’s Camp
Read-A-Lot
Kids K-3rd

Register at
doverfirst.org

Girl Scouts
Fellowship Hall

Trustees
Meeting
Lounge

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Finance
Meeting
Lounge

No Events




