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Dover First U

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1 to 3
inrooms 1 and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.
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MC’s Weekly Newsletter
November 6, 2026

Annual Conference 2026

Annual Conference was held in Wooster, Ohio
where we gathered for worship and business.

The times of worship were inspiring and insightful.

The major business of the Conference was
to prepare us for the 2027 Annual Conference
where delegates will be asked to vote on
the possibility of merging the East Ohio
Conference with the West Ohio Conference.

In preparation for this vote, we took action
to create committees to help ease the process.

We also heard the bishop’s plans
for streamlining the Conference staff.

We also were updated on the bishop’s work
with our partners in South Korea and his goal
to help in the construction of a hospital there.

If you would like to contribute to this work
there are links on the Conference website.

We apologize for the delay in reporting.

gz)(;c@NNECTED fHcN o




Pick Up Your Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes in the Lobby Today!

Everything that you need to begin
shopping is included in the gift boxes.

Please return all gift-filled
boxes by Thursday, Nov. 12
for dedication on Sunday, Nov 15.




Let’s Decorate the Church

for Advent and Christmas
November 20, 22, and 23

To complete our Advent transformation, the altar
committee is asking everyone helping to commit to
only one or two decorating days for several hours.

On Friday, Nov 20, we will begin with the usual “fluffing”
of the trees, putting out decorations for each tree,
and making sure everything is ready for Sunday.
Please arrive by noon on this day.

On Sunday, Nov 22, we will decorate the trees
and hang the wreaths after the church service.
Snacks and water will be available.

On Monday, Nov 23, decorators are needed to setup nativity sets,
finish other projects, and put away boxes in the multi-purpose room.
Please arrive at noon or early afternoon on this day.

We anticipate that decorators will only need to be at the church
for several hours at a time, as most of our experienced
decorators know what needs to be done. If you have questions,
please contact the church office at (330) 343-1322 ext. 1.




Welcome

to Worship
November 8, 2026

Dover First United Meothodist Church

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “Meditation on America”

arr. Janet Linker

Call to Worship Psalm 78:1-4

L: Give ear, O my people, to my teaching:

L: Incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
All: | will open my mouth in a parable;

All: 1 will utter dark sayings from of old,

L: Things that we have heard and known,

L: That our forebears have told us.

All: We will not hide them from their children,
All: But tell to the coming generation

All: The glorious deeds of the Lord, the might,
All: And wonders God has wrought.

*Hymn #717 The Battle Hymn of The Republic

Scripture 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18




Recognition of Our Veterans

Prayer

*Hymn # 2191 Eternal Father, Strong to Save
Scripture Joshua 24:1—-3a, 14-25

Choir Anthem “The Land of Liberty”

Mary McDonald

*Offering Intro/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Accepting the Challenge
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #722 | Want To Be Ready

*Benediction

|II

*Postlude “Fanfare and Processiona
Robert Lau

CCLI License #1687804



Accepting the Challenge

Scripture: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25

24 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the
people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors —Terah and his sons Abraham
and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served othergods. 3 Then | took your father Abraham from
beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. | gave him
Isaac;

14 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. ** Now if you are unwilling to
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the
region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.”

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods;
7 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 1 and the Lord drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

19But Joshuasaid to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he
will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 2° If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then
he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” 2! And the people said to
Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 2 He said,
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of
Israel.” 2 The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” %> So
Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.

Questions

1. What does it mean to serve the Lord in my daily life?
2. Why would Joshua tell the people that they can’t serve the Lord and why does he characterize
God in language so different from how God identifies in Exodus 34?

Background
Related Scriptures: Exodus 34:6-8; Matthew 7:13-14; Revelation22:8-15

When Joshuasays the people cannot follow God it is a rhetorical device meant to highlight the inherent
difficulties in following God.

Joshua and the people are enacting a covenant ceremony similar to the ones enacted under Moses’
leadership indicating each generation takes on the covenant for themselves.



Accepting the Challenge

Reflection

It does not say much about a leader if they have no confidence in the people they are leading. Clearly,
someone who does not believe in the people they lead should not be in a position of leadership. That is
why it seems strange that, as Joshua is saying his farewells to the people of Israel, he tells them, “You
cannot serve the Lord.” Why would he say this after offering them the choice to serve the Lord? Why,
when they seem so eager to serve God, would he appear to discourage them?

DoesJoshua truly believe that the people of Israel are incapable of following God? No. Joshua is using a
rhetorical device. He is not suggesting that Israel cannot serve God, even though they will certainly
struggle and fail along the way. Instead, he is directing their attention to the sobering reality of what it
means to follow God. Joshuais not interested in giving the people a false impression. He wants them to
understand that serving the Lord carries greater responsibilities than serving the gods of the
surrounding nations. Serving God comes at a cost. Joshua does not want a commitment based on
emotional excitement or temporary enthusiasm. He wants the people to make their decision with a
clear understanding of what they are choosing. Following God requires more than simply saying the
right words; it demands a genuine commitment to living according to God's expectations.

Joshua's challenge to the people is similar to Jesus' call to enterthrough the narrow gate. Both are trying
to help people understand that following God is not necessarily easy. God's ways call us to practice a
kind of love for our neighbors that will inevitably challenge our comforts, priorities, and desires.

Serving foreign gods might require making offerings or giving a portion of one's wealth, but it generally
demands little change in one's heart or behavior. These are easier gods to serve: give them something of
value, and in return, hope to receive their blessings. But Israel's God is different. This God expects more
than offerings. God calls people to care for one another, to seek the well-being of their community, and
to shape their character around God's own expectations.

This is what makes the gate Jesus describes in the Sermon on the Mount so narrow. Following God is not
simply about what we give up or what we offer in worship. It is about becoming the kind of people who
reflect God's character in the way we live and treat others. The narrow gate is difficult because it calls us
to a different way of life. Like a good coach, neither Joshua nor Jesus says these things to tear people
down. Instead, they challenge people to pursue greatness. Joshua acknowledges that following God's
ways may be difficult, but he declaresthat he and his household will remain committed. He does not use
his words to browbeat others. Rather, he says, in effect, "l accept the challenge, and you are welcome to
join me." We should not use the demands of following God as a weapon to chastise others. The
challenge is real, but it is justthat: a challenge - one for each of us to accept personally and to celebrate
when others embrace it. Joshua’s message represents the real difficulty in living out a life dedicated to
God, and the same can be said forJesus’. It might not always be easy to live in the way that honors God,
but that does not mean we give up. Rather, it means that we commit to following God with our whole
heart, and mind. Accepting Joshua’s challenge to serve the Lord, is about me committing to live out
God'’s ideals, the way Joshua did and trying to be an inspiration to those who come after me the way
Joshua was. | don’t threaten others with the narrow gate, | inspire them to find it. | do not condemn
others for finding the path of service to God difficult, | show themtheycan do it. In the end | accept that
Jesus has challenged me to follow through the narrow gate and the best | can do is inspire others to
follow me.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday Monday  No Events
10:20 a.m. \l_ll\/orship %ervice
onorin ur
Vetarars Tuesday
2 p.m. Mary Hannah
Circle
Sunday
. . 7 p.m. WMM Church
10:20 a.m. Worship Service Spanish-Speaking
7 p.m. Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Wednesday Veterans
Day

6:30 p.m.  Cub Scouts
Education Wing

7 p.m. Chancel Choir
Choir Room

Thursday

1:30 p.m.  Literary Ladies
Multipurpose

* | Room
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Friday No Events
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Saturday No Events




