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Dover F|rst UMC’s Weekly Newsletter
June 5, 2026

Let’s Worship Together ’ :
Sundays at 10:20 a.m. Let’s Craft & Chat Together!

in the Sanctuary . L
Crafters of all mediums are invited

Nursery Care to j(?ln us in the church lounge for
Sunday mornings crafting and chatter fun on the first

for children 1to 3 Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.
in rooms 1 and 3

Come as you are and bring any

Preschool craft that you like including:
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6 Knitting, Calligraphy, Painting,

Crocheting, Drawing, Sewing,
Children’s Ministry Jewelry Design, Quilting,
Kidz Min Church S booki Ori i and I
during Sunday Worship crapbooking, Origami and more!

Youth Ministry

Youth Group for grades If you would like

middle and high school more information
Sundays at 6 p.m. on Craft & Chat
Our Website (formerly called our
Visit doverfirst.org prayer shawl ministry)
for online services, .
special studies please call or email
announcements, the church office at:
opportunities to serve, w.
and the church calendar (330) 343-1322
and ways to give. doverfirst@gmail.com uiiﬁl
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Join Pastor Wesley George
for a Bible Study of the
Old Testament Book of

Ruth

Thursday Evenings

July 2, 9, 16 and 23
6 p.m. in the Lounge
Please Sign Up in the Lobby

THE BOOK OF
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Phonics

Register online at doverfirst.org
(look for the VBS form)

or contact the Dover First
United Methodist Church office
at (330) 343-1322 for more info.

Camp Read-A-Lot is a faith-based
summer literacy program for kids
entering grades K-3 or anyone
needing extra help learning to read.
Enjoy stories, music, activities, crafts,
and over 75 different literacy games!




Welcome to Worship
June 7, 2026

s y
Dover First Unitoed Methodist Church

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “Gather Us In”
John A. Behnke

Call to Worship Psalm 33:1-4
L: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!

L: Delight in praise, O you upright!

A: Praise the Lord with the lyre,

A: Make melody to the Lord with the harp of ten strings!
L: Sing to the Lord a new song,

L: Play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.

A: Upright is the word of the Lord,

A: Whose work is done in faithfulness.

*Hymn #374 Standing on the Promises
Scripture Genesis 12:1-9
Prayer

*Hymn #462 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus



Scripture Romans 4:13-25

Choir Anthem “Spirit of God”

George Croly
arr. John Carter

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message Trust Me
Pastor Wesley George

Communion
*Hymn #368 My Hope Is Built

*Benediction

*Postlude “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”
Tune by William Moore
arr. Robert Graham

CCLI License #1687804

Thank you to the dedicated
members of our church choir,
Teresa MacEachen (organist/pianist)
and Ron Barkett (director) for sharing
your beautiful and meaningful ministry.
Enjoy your well-deserved summer break.




Trust Me

Scripture: Romans 4:13-25

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ** For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

16 Forthis reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. ' Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” !9 He did
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was
abouta hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2° No distrust made
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,

2 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore his faith “was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his
sake alone, 2* but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
fromthe dead, »* who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Questions

1. Whyis Abraham’s faith highlighted in this passage?
2. Whatis the reference to wrath and how does the law bring wrath?
3. Howis Abraham’s faith being “reckoned to him” a benefit to us?

Background
Related Scriptures: Genesis 12:1-9; Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Paul deliberately changes from descendants to heirs showing that inheriting Abraham’s promise isn’t
dependent on family heritage.

Chrysostom: Is God here referring to the fact that Abraham was the father of the Ishmaelites, or the
Amalekites, orthe Hagarenes? No ... Godis a father not by way of natural relationship but by way of the
relation of faith. It is in this sense also that Abraham is the father of us all*

Origen: As always, when the apostle Paul talks about faith, he adds hope as well, and rightly so, for hope
and faith are inseparable.... Just as Abraham believed against hope, so all believers do the same, for we
all believe in the resurrection of the dead and the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven. These appear
to go against hope as far as human nature is concerned, but when we take the power of God into
consideration, there is no problem.?

! Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 117.

2 Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 118.



Trust Me

Reflection

I love this line from Michael Bird about Romans 4:13-16, “Paul makes his point even clearer in vv. 13-16;
if you get the chronology wrong, you’ll get the theology wrong too.”® Because what Paul is highlighting
in these verses is that God desires Abraham to enter into a relationship and offers that relationship
without Abraham doing anything. In Genesis 12 God says to Abraham journey with me, and later it is
trust me for descendants. Each time God is saying to Abraham “Trust me that | want to have a
relationship with you and will stay with you.” At times (like Genesis 12} Abraham was able to trust God
and follow along. Paul echoes Genesis 15when he says, “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” (Romans 4:3). But what he is saying is that Abraham trusted God and God took
this to mean that Abraham also wanted a right relationship. When Abraham hears God asking him for
relationship in Genesis 12 this begins a process of trusting God that goes through ups and downs.
Throughout Abraham’s life God says trust me and Abraham responds, sometimes positively and
sometimes negatively. But throughout all of this where is the relationship between God and Abraham
built, in Abraham’s ability to trust God to be with him and bless him. Consider God’s first words to
Abraham, “Join in a relationship with me and | will bless you and you will be a blessing to all people. If
people accept this blessing and bless you, | will bless them. If people don’t accept this blessing and
choose to curse you then leave it to me to curse them.”

Relationship was the first thing God asking of Abraham and it is only later that God creates a covenant
with Abraham. But even then when the relationship is formalized that God does not put specific
regulations on Abraham, but simply says stay loyal. This is what Paul picks up in Romans, the Law comes
later. Because the purpose of the of those books we identify with the law is to help Israel consider what
following God really looks like. The instructions are there for us to as a guide to helping us trust God.
Paul wants us to understand that just as Abraham’s journey began when he trusted God and left his
homeland so our journey begins when we trust Jesus is the source of life and walk in that light. This is
why Paul transitions from descendants to heirs in Romans. Life with God is not about Abraham trusting
and people tracing their ancestry back to him or following rules given to his descendants. Life with God
is being Abraham’s heir by living out the kind of trust he did on his best days. Life with God is about
recognizing that |, like Abraham, follow God and so | am meant to be a blessing to all people. | as
Abraham’s heir, continue to live out the blessing that God told him he was to be. This means | meditate
on the instructions God has given so that | can learn how to trust God and be a blessing to others. It also
means that | work to not curse others but bless them. If God is the one who is to curse those who curse
me then instead of allowing my anger at the wrongs done to me evolve into cursing or even violence, |
give my grief to God and work on being a blessing. It means that when | see people struggling, |
remember my struggles and | focus on being a blessing.

Paul wants us to see how Abraham exercised his faith throughout his life so that we can have the
confidence to put our faith in Jesus. In doing so we become heirs to the same promise that Abraham
received, to be the recipient of God’s blessing. But to place our faith in Jesus is to commit ourselves to
the kind of relationship that Jesus desires. And that relationship involves us being a blessing to the
world around us even when we are cursed. Ourresponse to God is faith, a faith that considers whether |
am being a blessing to the world and trusting God to carry me through the difficult times.

3 Michael F. Bird, Romans, ed. Scot McKnight, The Story of God Bible Commentary 148.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Sunday

10:20 a.m.  Worship Service
Holy Communion

Next Sunday

10:20a.m.  Worship Service

2 p.m. Private Party

Fellowship Hall

Annual Conference 2026
Pastor Wesley George
and Logan Ladrach our Lay
Leader to Annual Conference
will attend the East Ohio Annual
Conference on June 11-13
at The College of Wooster.
This year’s theme is
“Celebrating Abundant Grace.”

Monday

Tuesday
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Thursday
10 a.m.

7 p.m.

Friday

Saturday
Noon

No Events

Mary Hannah
Circle Lunch
at Dover
Pangrazio’s

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

No Events

Literary Ladies

Book Club

Multipurpose
Room

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

No Events

Private Party
Pavilion




