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Dover First UMC’s Weekly Newsletter

June 19, 2026

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3
inrooms 1and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4 to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.

gl

in the Education Zone (Room #2) as

Measuring Spoons
Measuring Cups
Baking ltems
Hand Mixer
Older Food Processor
Older Wooden Cutting Boards
Older Blender and More!

Free Extra or No Longer Needed Kitchen
Items Available in the Multipurpose Room

This Sunday morning, the church family is
invited to stop by the Multipurpose Room

we have a table full of kitchen items in
need of a new home with you or your family.

This includes items that are no longer used,
older items that still work and lots of duplicates.

Many thanks to Sara Marlatt, Danielle Tipton

Kaylyn Marlatt and Nattie Marlatt

for sharing their time and organizing talents.
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What’s All The BUZZ’
Camp Read-A-Lot: '

Wednesdays 9-Noon

Register online at doverfirst.org
(look for the VBS form)
or contact the Dover First
United Methodist Church office
at (330) 343-1322 for more info.
Camp Read-A-Lot is a faith-based
summer literacy program for kids

entering grades K-3 or anyone
needing extra help learning to read.
Enjoy stories, music, activities, crafts,
and over 75 different literacy games!




Church Family

andCamp Read-A-Lot

Enjoy Food, Fellowship and Fun

Church Pavilion and Fellowship Hall
Sunday, July 1gth at 11:30 a.m.

M
kiddie and 100 Foot Wate! S\\dE&

Please Sign Up in the Lobby
Bring Your Favorite Dish to Share

Provided
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Buns, Tableware,
Mac and Cheese, Beverages and Condiments




Join Pastor Wesley George
for a Bible Study of the
Old Testament Book of

Ruth

Thursday Evenings

July 2, 9, 16 and 23
6 p.m. in the Lounge
Please Sign Up in the Lobby

THE BOOK OF




Join Ashland Seminary’s
Professor of New Testament

Dr. John Byron, Ph.D.

For a Lecture on
The Book of Philemon

Where
Dover First United

Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall

When
Sunday, July 12th
Beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Dr. Byron is the author of the novel:
A Week in the Life of a Slave

The book’s narrative follows the slave
Onesimus from his arrival in Ephesus,
where the apostle Paul is imprisoned,
sharing context of that time and place.




® ° Welcome to Worship

Father’s Day
June 21, 2026

Dover First United Methodist Church

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Prelude “You Raise Me Up”
arr. Tom Fettke
Ron Barkett

Call to Worship Psalm 17:1-3

L: Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry!

ALL: Give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit!

L: From you let my vindication come!

ALL: Let your eyes see the right!

L: If you try my heart, if you visit me by night,

ALL: If you test me, you will find no wickedness in me;

ALL: My mouth does not transgress.

*Hymn #710 Faith of Our Fathers

Scripture Genesis 21:8-21



Prayer

*Hymn #2146 His Eye is on the Sparrow

Special Music  “How Deep The Father’s Love for Us”
arr. Benjamin Harlin
Ron Barkett

*Offering Introduction/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message “If Sin No Longer Rules,

Why Do We Still Struggle?
Logan Ladrach, Ron Barkett, Pastor Wes

*Hymn #399 Take My Life, and Let It Be

*Benediction

*Postlude “This is My Father’s World”
arr. Robert J. Hughes

CCLI License #1687804

Today’s beautiful altar flowers
are in celebration of the
30" wedding anniversary

of Jon and Renee Ladrach.
Congratulations!




If Sin No Longer Rules, Why do We still Struggle?

Scripture: Romans 6:1-14

6 ‘'What therefore will we say? Should we remain in sin so that grace can increase? 2No way!
How can we who have died to continue living in it? 3Do you not know that any of us who has
been baptized in Jesus the Anointed, has been baptized into his death? In baptism we are
buried together with him in death. 4Therefore, through baptism we have been buried with him
in death, so that just as the Anointed was raised from death through the Father’s glory so we
also have a superior way of life.

SFor if we have shared in his death, we also will be resurrected. We know that our old
self has been crucified in order that the body could die to sin and we would no longer be slaves
to sin. 7For those who have died have been freed from sin. 8Therefore we who have died in the
Anointed we trust that we will live with him. *We know that the Anointed was raised from the
dead and will not die and death has no reign over him. 1%For when he died, he died to sin and
only once, and now he lives and lives with God. *Now you must credit yourself dead to sin and
living to God in Jesus the Anointed.

12Therefore sin shall never reign in your mortal bodies, having you obey its desires. 13No
longer place your members at sin’s disposal as tools of unrighteousness. Instead, you must
place yourself at God’s disposal as those who have died and now live and your members as
tools of God for righteousness. *Because sin is not your lord, because you are not under the
law rather, under grace.

Questions

1. What does it mean to remain in Sin?

2. How would God'’s grace be impacted by remaining in sin?

3. What does it mean to die with Jesus in baptism and what role does baptism play in the
believer's life?

Background
Related Scriptures: Exodus 14—15; Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:17

Ambrosiaster: The believer who returns to his former way of life rejects the kingdom of God’s grace and
returnsto sin, i.e., to the pattern of his previous life. For we have received mercy for two reasons: first,
that the kingdom of the devil might be removed, and second, that the rule of God might be proclaimed
to the ignorant, for it was by this means that we came to desire this dignity. Commentary!

Augustine: Nothing shorter or better could be said. For what more useful gift does the grace of God
confer on us than to make us die to sin??

! Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 147.

2 Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 148.




If Sin No Longer Rules, Why do We still Struggle?

Reflection

It can be difficult to get behind the questions that Paul is addressing in his letters. Like why would
people think that we should continue to sin so that God's gifts can abound. But Paul has mentioned this
idea twice in this letter so there have to be people who have mentioned it, even if they are not part of
the Roman church. | can think of two reasons why people might make this comment. First, there are
those individuals are excessively legalistic and are accusing Paul of giving Christians freedom to do
whatever they want because God's grace covers everything. In other words they are trying to bolster
their own legalistic ideals by reducing Paul’s ideas to a strawman. The other reason | can think for
people making this comment to Paul is that they have found the Christian ideal difficult and said, “Oh
well God’s grace covers me.” This mentality is meant to excuse theirbad behavior by appealing to God’s
love. But the beauty of this section is that by explaining himself Paul undermines both of these extreme
positions and sets us looking toward God.

The key to understanding this passage is understanding that when Paul talks about sin he is not talking
aboutour individual actions or attitudes. Instead, Paulis talking about Sin as an entity or the force of evil
that pervades the world. Sin is not simply what we do when we violate God'’s laws, as it is often
portrayed. Sin is rebellion against God which our actions and attitudes serve. When we sin, we are not
simply doing something wrong but serving another master. When Paul talks about Sin increasing, he is
talking about the entity increasing control over the world. God’s grace that increases is God'’s gift of still
providing us the opportunity of relationship though we move ever further from God. Like a long-
suffering parent who is dealing with a rebellious child God’s grace is the willingness to reconcile at any
time. For Paul, the more the relationship has been strained and the more there is to forgive the more
grace is present. Now if we accept that gift of relationship with God, we can no longer serve the Sin, or
as Paul puts it “continue in sin”. This does not mean that Paul expects us to always be completely
perfect never doing anything that upsets God. Rather he expects us to be working on our relationship
with God and giving up the connections to sin.

Paul goes on to us the rich metaphors of baptism and grafting. While there are many dimensions to both
baptism and Jesus’ death, here Pauluses them to pointto a reality that we in being baptized have joined
in a real way in Jesus’ death and he likewise joins in our suffering. Baptism cuts us off from our old root
system (Sin) and unites us with the new source of nourishment (Jesus). Just like a limb grafted to a new
host cannot gain nourishment from the old plant, so when we are baptized, we cannot continue to sin.
Andjustlike the limb takes time to attach itself to the new roots and needs support while it does so, so
we need help and support as we attach ourselves to Jesus. We need to remember that when we join
with Jesus—symbolized in baptism—we are uniting with God’ power and glory that raised Jesus —the
Holy Spirit. Keeping that in mind means recognizing that we can no longer give our bodies and minds
overto the purposes of Sin. This does not mean that we must be perfect or that we cannot fail, it means
that we are active in evaluating our actions and continuously trying to bring them under God’s reign. It
means that we are always looking to Jesus to nourish us and that we are expecting him to provide us
with the source of life.

Paul understands that it can be difficult to reject your old lifestyle (he says this in chapter 2). But what
he expects from Christians is that we are not simply taking the easy way out by saying, “It's ok God will
forgive me.” Rather, he wants us to understand what it means to leave Sin behind and be joined with
Jesus. When we do begin to understand what this means for us we can then begin to graft ourselves
more fully to Jesus and to lessen Sin’s power in the world.



This Week at Dover First UMC

Monday
7 p.m. Leadership
Sunday Board
Father’s Day Tuesd
10:20a.m.  Worship Service uesday
7 p.m. WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking
7 p.m. Boy Scouts
Scout Room
Next Sunday Wednesday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service 9to 12 Kid’s Camp
Read-A-Lot
Thursday
7 p.m. WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking
Friday No Events
Saturday
Noon Private Party
Fellowship Hall
Pavilion
Dover First UMC’s Donations and Expenditures
YTD Attendance Average as of 05/31/2026 = 100 2026 YTD as of 05/31/2026
All Income S 137,567
Less: All Expenses $(139,254)
Total Gain (Loss) Incurred S (1,687)
Note 1: Capital expenditures included in expenses $11,231
Note 2: Unpaid conference apportionments $9,281




