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Dover First UMC'’s Weekly Newsletter

Let’s Worship Together
Sundays at 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Nursery Care
Sunday mornings
for children 1to 3
inrooms 1and 3

Preschool
Sunday mornings
for children 4to 6

Children’s Ministry
Kidz Min Church
during Sunday Worship

Youth Ministry
Youth Group for grades
middle and high school

Sundays at 6 p.m.

Our Website
Visit doverfirst.org
for online services,
special studies,
announcements,
opportunities to serve,
and the church calendar
and ways to give.
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October 9, 2026
News from the Altar Committee

Thanks so much to those who donated to our wreath fund.
Three new wreaths were hung on the Wooster Ave doors
and three new wreaths on the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
doors, all of which can be seasonally decorated. Additionally,
we purchased five other wreaths for the winter months,
along with magnetic door hooks for all wreaths.

Save the date! We are planning to decorate for Advent and
Christmas after the church service on Sunday, Nov. 22nd.
Advent begins the following Sunday. More details to come.

If you would like to place an arrangement on the altar,
please sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board in
the lobby. Large, medium or small arrangements welcome.

Bow makers needed! If you have a knack for making bows
and are willing to share your talents, please contact
Jan Warden or Debbie in the church office for more info.

If you enjoy sewing and would like to help with several
lobby shelf coverings (similar to table runners) the altar
committee has fabric available. Please see Jan Warden
or contact Debbie in the church office for more details.

- Jan Warden, Altar Committee Chairperson
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United Against Hunger
Dowver First UMC vs Phila First UMC

Our Annual Rivalry is On!
October 4th thru 25th

Which church will collect the most
monetary donations for the fight
against hunger in our community?

This year’s friendly rivalry will support:
Greater Dover-New Phila Food Pantry

Please note on your check or
envelope that your special
Donation to Dover First UMC
is for United Against Hunger.
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Dover First UMC's ‘
Winter Coat and
Outerwear Drive
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Let’s Help Our Community to Stay
Warm and Safe with Donations of:

New or Gently Used

Coats, Hats, Gloves, Mittens,
Scarves, Winter Boots
and New Only Warm Socks

' September 27 thru October 18

Please drop off donations
. in the Mission Room
l near the church office.

All donations will
. . be delivered to the ) .
_ | . Salvation Army . %

and shared with our

neighbors in need.
, E' _&E Questions? .
Contact Coordinator
Debbie Benish
(330) 343-1322
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October is Pastor
Appreciation Month

A special time to tell our pastor how much he is
appreciated every day in every way through our:

Words
Cards
Notes

Emails

Prayers
Encouragement
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Pick Up Your Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes in the Lobby Today!

Everything that you need to begin
shopping is included in the gift boxes.

Want to participate, but can’t get out to shop?

Let our youth group do the shopping for you.
List ‘Youth Shopping’ on the memo line or cash
envelope of your donation to Dover First UMC.

Please return all gift-filled boxes by Thursday,
Nov. 12 for dedication on Sunday, Nov 15.




Welcome
to Worship
October 11, 2026

Dover First United Methodist Church

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “The Call to Service”
Todd Kendall

Call to Worship Psalm 106:1-5
L: Praise the Lord!
ALL: O give thanks to the Lord who is good;
ALL: Whose steadfast love endures for ever!
L: Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord,
L: Or show forth all God's praise?
ALL: Blessed are they who observe justice,
ALL: Who do righteousness at all times!
L: Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor

to your people;
L: Help me when you deliver them,
ALL: That | may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
ALL: That | may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,
ALL: That | may glory with your heritage.

*Hymn #89 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee



Scripture Philippians 4:1-9

Prayer

*Hymn #378 Amazing Grace
Scripture Exodus 32:1-14

Choir Anthem “God Will Make a Way”

Words and Music by Don Moen
arr. Tom Fettke

*Offering Intro/Doxology/Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Message An Identity That Matters
Pastor Wesley George

*Hymn #451 Be Thou My Vision

*Benediction

*Postlude “Go Forth in Faith”
Franklin Ritter

CCLI License #1687804



When Our Choices Matter

Scripture: Exodus 32:1-14

32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered
around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the
man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said
to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and
bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to
Aaron. 4 He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said,
“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ®* When Aaron saw this, he
built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the
Lord.” € They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being;
and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.

’The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have acted perversely; ®they have been quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” ° The Lord said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. ® Now let me alone, so that my wrath may
burn hot against them and | may consume them; and of you | will make a great nation.”

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? > Why
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains,
and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and
do not bring disaster on your people. !* Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘1 will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.”” 1* And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Questions

1. Did the Israelites forget everything that God had done for them when they made the calf?
2. What does it mean that “God changed his mind” and how do we understand that in relation to

Moses’ intercession?
Background
Related Scriptures: Philippians 4:1-9

Ambrosiaster: Our God is truly “the God of peace.” We are constantly called to peace by God who
himself is peace. His calling is not in timidity or weakness or in some show of strength. God is at peace
with himself to such a degree that he even allows sins to be committed against him when he could
certainly, by the terror of his manifested power and ineffable greatness, force even the unwilling into
subjection. But peace of this kind is that of the world, not that of God, whose very nature is peace.!

1 M. J. Edwards, ed., Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, ACCS 284—85.




When Our Choices Matter

Reflection

Exodus 32 is a difficult passage for many because in it we are told “God repented”. And for others itis
difficult because we see God desiring to destroy Israel if it were not for Moses’ intercession. Both of
these issues have also bothered me in the past and though | am not sure | completely understand
everything at play in the story | do think | have a better grasp on it now. | think the problem for me (and
probably others) was that if this story is read in isolation God looks capricious and petty like so many of
the Greek pantheon. Whatis worse is that many Christians seem to defend this as “God is in charge and
just so God has the right to act this way.” But do we have to say this, is it truly as simple as God has a
sovereign right to decide justice and whatever God says goes? While | can understand while this idea
might appealto those whowant power| do not think this idea is correct. Frankly, this God sounds more
like a sinful king than the God of the Bible. The elementthat truly helped me to appreciate this text was
when | was forced to think about God's desire to partner with humanity.? This may sound like a trite
statement but it really has significant meaning. When | consider that God desires to partner with
humanity and that Israel was at Mt. Sinai making a covenant to follow God my perception of God’s
reaction changes. This does not mean that | simply allow that God can do what God wants, but | see
more depth in how God handles the situation.

When Israel decides to make the golden calf they are sayingthey will keep God, But do not want God to
speak or lead them. The calf was not a god, it was a throne for God. They wanted to leave Sinai on their
ownterms and guided by their own desires and so the calf was their attempt at paying lip service to God
while following their own directions. God’s response is not arbitrary anger, God recognizes the path they
chose leads to death and destruction. Godis telling Moses that their path ends in destruction and like in
the flood narrative God will advance that end rather than allow it to drag out. This is why God can be so
easily won over by Moses’ arguments. God wants to see peace but knows that Israel is choosing
destruction, God because God is vengeful and vindictive, but because that is where the path leads. But
when Moses commits to the people and points out that other people will not understand why Israel was
destroyed God relents and allows Moses to continue with the people. God both understands the
seriousness of Israel’s choice and the enormity of Moses’ decision. When Israel made a collective choice
that leads to death and destruction God was prepared to honor that choice, and when Moses made a
choice to try to bring healing and restoration God was also prepared to work with him.

This passage tells me that God responds to our decisions. And passages like Matthew 18:18 seem to
confirm this. It is why Paul’s advice is so important forus, “Finally, brothers and sisters, whateveris true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things” (Philippians 4:8). We need to meditate on these things because they help us to make the kinds of
choices that Moses made, a decision to care for the people who were not even caring for themselves. A
decision to place his lot with theirsin a hope that being near him might help the people find God. Moses
did not leave Israelto the consequences of their poor decision, instead he committed to help the people
and lead them to God, a decision that was difficult for him at times but ultimately allowed him to help
the people. God honored that decision and worked with Moses and because Moses committed to doing
the right thing Millions of people benefited. This is the kind of decision God wants, not that we remake
God in our image, as the people did with the calf, but to honor God and work with God to help the
people we can.

Z | wrestled with this idea reading L. Daniel Hawk “The Violence of the Biblical God”.



Sunday
10:20 a.m.  Worship Service

Noon Private Party
Fellowship Hall

Next Sunday
10:20a.m.  Worship Service

Monday

Tuesday
2 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p.m.

Wednesday
6:30 p.m.

7 p.m.

Thursday
3 p.m.

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

Friday

Saturday

No Events

Mary Hannah
Circle

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

Boy Scouts
Scout Room

Cub Scouts
Education Wing

Choir
Rehearsal

Private Party
Fellowship Hall

Trustees
Meeting

WMM Church
Spanish-Speaking

No Events

No Events

Dover First UMC Financial Report

Year to Date

Average YTD Attendance — 94 09/30/2026
All Income $ 262,055
Less: All Expenses $(260,793)
Total Gain (Loss) Incurred $1,263
Note 1: Capital expenditures included in expenses $ 30,149
Note 2: Unpaid conference apportionments $16,707




