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Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:  Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Mustard Tree 
Ministries is 
looking to hire a 
full-time Program 
Coordinator.
If you are interested in 
learning more about 

this position please check out 
the posting and job description 
on our website.  Please contact 
mtmjobresponse@gmail.com 
with questions or applications.

4th Sunday of Lent
Read:  1 Samuel 16:1-13
Refl ect:  We serve a God who 
continues to work through 
unexpected people in unexpected 
ways.  David, the youngest, the 
one left out to tend the sheep, 
became King and house through 
which the Messiah would arrive.  
David, one who was far from 
perfect, was able to accomplish 
much for the Kingdom of God.  
Why not you?
Pray:  God of the small one, 
the forgotten, the least, and 
the forgotten, help us to have 
your eyes and your heart with 
ourselves and with others.  Help 
us to see what could be rather 
than what is not.  Amen.

Monday  Psalm 23
Tuesday  Acts 9:1-20
Wednesday Psalm 146
Thursday   Isaiah 60:17-22
Friday  Matthew 9:27-34
Saturday   Revelation 11:15-19

Easter’s excitement is beginning to be whispered in the halls of the 
Children’s Ministry!  We would be so honored if you would help us fi ll our 
Easter Eggs this year.  Donations of small candies and/or tiny “egg sized” 
toys would be greatly appreciated!  ALSO, contact Beth Spears if you would 
like to help stuff  eggs!!  Large donation buckets will be outside our worship 
areas and at the Welcome Center for Candy Drop Zones!  Thank you for 
your loving support of our children!

CANDYCANDY
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DINNER INFORMATION
Adults – $10 each (meal)      

Children – $5; 3 & under free     
Family max – $30 

Please make dinner reservations 
by 4 p.m. Monday.

Go to fi rstcentenary.com/
prime-time-wednesday 
for dinner reservations. 

March 22   Herb Roasted Chicken, 
Mac & Cheese, Power Greens, 
Honey Bun Cake; Cobb Salad 

CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)
serve some way?  You bet I do.  

So, if you have never had a “devotion life” before, use the 
remainder of the Lenten season to begin one.  And what book do 
I suggest?  Well of course, pray the Scriptures.  Use the book that 
God chose to reveal Himself to the world through.  

Have a blessed Lenten season.  Geaux Tigers, Barry

Having been 
a pastor now 
for almost 45 
years, a lot of 
people have 
asked me about 
good devotion 
books to use.  
I have to be 
honest, I may have read one or 
two devotion books from cover 
to cover in my life, soooo people 
ask me, do I do devotions in 
my life?  My answer, is well you 
determine if I do.  

Here is basically how I have 
done “devotions” throughout 
my life.  I try to pray the 
Scriptures.  That means that I 
will order time around a particular 
text in the Bible.  I might meditate 
on a Gospel story, or a passage 
from Paul or one of the prophets.  
When I read the prophets, I will 
usually intercede for revival or an 
intervention to the injustices of 
the world with the prophets, etc.

I have found that you can use 
the Scriptures with every type of 
prayer that Richard Foster lists 
in his book on prayer, worship, 
confession, thanksgiving, 
intercession, meditation and 
any other you might imagine.  I 
fi gure that the Scriptures reveal 
God to me, and that is who I am 
coming to in prayer.  

So always, fi rst, I ask Him 
to help me conform to His 
character.  To let His desires in 
the passage be known to me 
and how I need to employ them 
in my life, before I look for how 
to use them to tell others how 
to live.  

So, if you are looking for 
suggestions on a good devotion 
book to use, I am probably not 
the man to ask.  But, do I think 
that it is important to carve out 
time everyday to worship God, 
read His word, talk to Him and 
especially listen to Him, and 
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Rev. Barry Kidwell

Prime Time Wednesday 

Meal    5:30 - 6:30 p.m.     
Classes    6:30 - 7:15-30 p.m.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY   
Choir and First Kids

Elementary Music (Grades 2-5)  
6:15-6:55 p.m., Room 125

After rehearsal, children will go to the gym 
for activities.  Parents pick up kids

in the gym at 7:15.

Younger Choir (4 yr - 1st grade)
  6:15-6:45 p.m., Room 123
 Parents pick up kids in the 
Elementary wing at 7:15.

YOUTH ––  Meal:  5:45 p.m.
Lesson:  6:30 p.m.  Gym:  7:30-8 p.m.

CHOIRS ––  Chancel Ringers:  6 p.m.  
Chancel Choir:  7 p.m.

March 22 & 29 
Luke:  Jesus and the 

Outsiders, Outcasts, and 
Outlaws by Adam Hamilton 

with Pastor Will


Easter Lily Orders Now Being Taken

Easter Lilies will be placed in the Sanctuary and The 
Vine on Sunday, April 9.  If you would like to place 

one to honor or remember someone, send your check (made 
payable to the ALTAR GUILD) for $15 for EACH lily to Nancy Tolar, 
P. O. Box 208, Chattanooga, TN  37401.  Orders must be received in 
the church offi  ce by Monday, March 27.

NAME OF DONOR _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF  ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Sanctuary   The Vine

     Oak Street Playhouse presents... 
 the George Bernard Shaw play based 
 on the musical "My Fair Lady".

April 28, 29 & May 4,5,6 
at 7:30 p.m.

April 30 & May 7 at 2 p.m.

To purchase tickets, go to https://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/5743821 or https://
fi rstcentenary.com/the-oak-street-playhouse
The Flo Summitt Theatre is located at the corner of Oak & 

Lindsay streets in First-Centenary United Methodist Church.   

     O

PRIME TIME SCHEDULE
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Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays: 423-756-2021 church offi  ce

Weekend/Holiday (emergencies): 423-756-2428

This March we 
are focusing 
on forgiveness!  
Forgiveness is deciding that 
someone who has wronged 
you doesn't have to pay.  
After all, we are all a work in 
progress!
• Forgive others because 
God forgives you.
• God WILL ALWAYS forgive you.
Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you 
are holding something against someone.  Forgive, just 
as the Lord forgave you. – Colossians 3:13. NIrV

Want to hear more about how to make waves in 
your life for Jesus? Join us in person on Sundays 
for one or all of these times!

Sanctuary Early Church:  8:30-9:30 A.M.
Sunday School:  9:45 -10:30 A.M.
Pre-K Worship: 11 -11:45 A.M.
Elem First Kids LIVE Worship:  11-11:45 A.M.

Meet Our New Members
who joined March 12

William Hudson Lambert, 
son of Trey and Penny 
Lambert, received the 
Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism on March 12.  
Also pictured is 
Wren Lambert.

Baptisms
Josephine  Hon 
Bacon, daughter 
of Pryor and Sara 
Bacon, received 
the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism 
on March 12.  
Also pictured is 
Thomason Bacon.

Ali and Chad Roedder  transferred 
from Peachtree Road UMC in 
Atlanta. Chapman(14) and Mim (13) 
are in this year’s Confi rmation Class.

Meri Grant transferred 
from Spring City UMC.
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Sunday Worship
March 19, 2023
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sanctuary at 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
I See, or Do I?
John 9:1- 41

Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Listen (Even when it’s diffi  cult)

John 9:1-41
Dr. Will Lauderback

Reading from the Lectionary
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
Televised sermon by Dr. Mark Gooden: 

Hope in Hope
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Mustard Tree Worship at 5 p.m. 
in The Vine – Rev. Barry Kidwell

419 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN   
37402 
Dr. C. Mark Gooden,
Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021
www.fi rstcentenary.com

VBS
Vacation Bible School

June 19- 23
9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

PreK4 – Rising 6th Grade

Scan the QR code to 
volunteer and reserve 
your kids place today! 

LAUNCH DATE:  May 16, 2023
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Tuesdays & Thursdays – 
    10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
    The Oak Street Center
For more information visit 
fi rstcentenary.com/abide 
or contact Pastor Michelle at 
mhunter@fi rstcentenary.com or call (423)756-2021.
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me.  John 15:4, ESV


