
AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
5th Sunday in Lent           March 22, 2026           8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.           Paraments – Purple

*Please stand as you are able.                          Please remember to turn off cell phones.
Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:
Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Gathering Music	 Mrs. Trish Foy

Invocation								              

Voluntary	 Pavane	 G. Faure

The Old Testament Story	 Ezekiel 37:1-10

*Call to Worship	 (8:30) Dr. Nicola Crisp (10:45) Dr. Jonathan McNair
	 Leader:	 Coming from places that have seen better days,
	 All:	 God bids us to live this day, 
	 	 as a day filled with new possibilities.
	 Leader:	 Coming with our breath taken away by grief,
	 All:	 the Holy Spirit breathes new life within us, 
	 	 renewing our connection to God and one another.
	 Leader:	 Coming to worship seeking a hope that will endure,
	 All:	 Christ unbinds the fetters that hold us in death, 
	 	 speaking in word and song and stillness, 
	 	 and building community for holy service.

*Hymn 384	 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling	

Prayer
	 Compassionate God,
	 	 the wind of your Spirit is the very sign of life
	 	 	 for all who long for you.
	 One breath from you and we are rescued
		  from the arid valley of dry bones,
	 	 given muscles and sinews 
	 	 and joy with which to praise you,
	 	 	 and filled with the holy hope you grant 
	 	 	 to all your faithful children.
	 Let our whole lives be filled with the life-breath of the Spirit,
	 	 that what has lain dormant may burst into bloom,
	 	 and what looks to us to be death
		  may be revealed as but sleep
	 	 before the emergence of new life. Amen.
 
Solo	 Give Me Jesus	 arr. M. Hogan

Dr. James Harr, solo

In the morning’ when I rise, give me Jesus.
You may have all this world, give me Jesus.

 
Dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus.

You may have all this world, give me Jesus.

Oh, when I comes to die, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, nobody, but Jesus.

You may have all this world, give me Jesus.

Ritual of Friendship	 Rev. Jason Gattis

*Gratitude for Tithes and Offerings
	 Spirit of God, you breathe new life 
	 	 into the dead and stuck places of our daily living. 
	 We are so grateful for the power 
	 	 of your transforming love. 
	 We give you our tithes and offerings, 
	 	 hoping that they will breathe new life 
	 	 	 into barren places of our world. 
	 Take our lives, and fill us with new life 
	 	 so that we will be ready to serve all your creation. Amen. 

*Doxology (#95)

Time for Children

Concerns and Celebrations of the Congregation
The Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (# 895)

*Gospel Lesson	 John 11:1-45 

Anthem	 Cry No More	 D. Forrest
(8:30) Dr. James Harr, solo (10:45) The Chancel Choir

In the shadow where we linger, in this darkness we call home,
Where the sighs are deep and doubtful and our aspirations groan, 

All is not in vain, Beloved, our travail is not unknown.

Christ within us, Christ among us,
Christ the first and Christ the last;

Love Incarnate, hold your children till the storm of life is past.

Though we have not faith to seek Him, Christ Himself will draw us near,
Deep abiding rays of mercy cast their light on lonely fear.

Cry no more, ye poor and weary, our redeeming Lord is here.

Christ within us, Christ among us,
Christ the first and Christ the last,

Love Incarnate, hold your children till the storm of life is past.

Sure defender, never failing, Radiant Savior, Holy Friend-
Gift of glory, Hope of heaven, call us now to faith again!

Alleluia!  Blest compassion, Grace is shining without end!

Christ within us, Christ among us,
Christ the first and Christ the last,

Love Incarnate, hold your children till the storm of life is past.

Cry no more.
(Words: Johanna Anderson)

Sermon	 Meeting Grief in the Stillness	 Rev. Michelle Hunter

*Hymn 707	 Hymn of Promise	

*Benediction 

Voluntary	 Wondrous Love	 D. Wood

ASSISTIVE LISTENING AVAILABLE – ASK USHERS FOR ASSISTANCE.

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!
Please register your attendance on the Ritual of Friendship pad.

Check-in is in the Children's hallway.
NURSERY & FIRST KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL:

•	10:45 a.m. service telecast on Channel 12, WDEF-TV: 11:30 a.m. 
Sundays & 12:35 a.m. Mondays

•	Visitors please stop by the Visitor Information Desk in the Narthex.

THE VINE WORSHIP SERVICE (10:45 A.M.): REV. DR. WILL LAUDERBACK
SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE (5:00 P.M.): REV. BARRY KIDWELL

WORSHIP INFORMATION:

AS OF NOON, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18TH
WITHIN THE CHURCH FAMILY

SYMPATHY: To Dr. Mike and Vallerie Greer in the recent death of his 
mother, Lota Greer, who died on March 13, 2026. Mrs. Greer is the 
grandmother to Dr. Steve Greer and John Greer; To the family and 
friends of Robert Morgan, who died on March 17, 2026. Robert was a 
vital part of our church staff for more than 20 years.

The Call to Worship is from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2014 Edition. © 2013 by Abingdon 
Press. Used by permission. The Prayer is from Come Out! On the Breath of God, Service Prayers 
for the fifth Sunday of Lent, written by the Rev. Elizabeth Dilley. Posted on the United Church of 
Christ’s Worship Ways website. http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/ Gratitude for Tithes 
and Offerings is from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026 Edition. © 2025 by Abingdon Press. 
Used by permission.

ASSISTING IN TODAY'S SERVICES:
Acolytes: Caroline Culbertson, Nora Cate Armstrong, and Eva Caroline 
Armstrong
Pew Volunteers:
8:30: David Hudson
10:45: Pete Palmer
Welcome Desk Volunteers:
8:30: Laurie & Steve Ziegler
10:45: Melinda and Bill Thompson

EASTER LILY ORDERS
NOW BEING TAKEN

Easter Lilies will be placed in the Sanctuary and 
The Vine on Sunday, April 5th. If you would like to 
order one to honor or remember someone, each lily 
is $16. You can fill out the order form and pay by 
scanning the QR code, or sending cash or a check 
(made payable to the ALTAR GUILD) to:
Nancy Tolar
P.O. Box 208
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Orders must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, March 23rd.

THE VINESANCTUARY
NAME OF DONOR
IN MEMORY OF
IN HONOR OF



MARCH 22, 2026 8:30 A.M. & 10:45 A.M.

GIVING KIOSK
MAIL

SUNDAY OFFERING
BANK DRAFT

ONLINE
WAYS TO GIVE:

PALM SUNDAY
Join us for Palm Sunday on March 29th 
during the 10:45 services in The Vine and 
Sanctuary as we begin Holy Week together. 
Children are invited to gather outside the 
Sanctuary before the service to receive palm 
branches. Come and experience the joy 
of this special day as we remember Jesus’ 
triumphant entry.

THE 6TH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 29th: Matthew 21:1-11
The Tension of the In-between
Reflect on the tension in your life – 
emotional, social, political, and theological. 
Does being still cause you to feel tension? 
How and why do we try to avoid it? Take 
deliberate time each day to quiet yourself 
and simply breathe.
Inhale: I receive Your peace;
Exhale: I release my tension.

CANDLER SINGERS
The Candler Singers will lead Mustard 
Tree Worship in The Vine at 5:00 p.m. 
TONIGHT. They are all students in the 
Candler School of Theology, preparing 
for a variety of ministries in the church, 
academy, and world. Members come from 
different Christian denominations, several 
US states, Hong Kong, and South Korea. 
They lead worship weekly at Candler and 
represent the seminary at public events.

EGGSTRAVAGANZA
Our annual Eggstravaganza is March 29th 
after the 10:45 service! We’ll gather outside 
on the front lawn and playground for a 
morning full of fun. This is always a sweet 
time for our church community to celebrate 
together! You can drop off any candy 
donations in the bins outside each worship 
space or in the Welcome Center.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Maundy Thursday will be on April 2nd. 
We will begin with a meal at 5:15 p.m. in 
The Vine, followed by a worship service 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Visit 
firstcentenary.com/maundy-thursday to 
reserve your meal before 10:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, April 1st.

GOOD FRIDAY
Join us for Good Friday on April 3rd at 
6:30 p.m. in The Vine as we gather for a 
solemn and meaningful time of worship. 
Through scripture, prayer, and reflection, 
we will remember Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross and the depth of His love for us.

EASTER SUNDAY
Celebrate the joy of the Resurrection with 
us on April 5th! Services will be held in 
The Vine at 8:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m., and 
5:00 p.m., and in the Sanctuary at 8:30 
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Come experience the 
hope, renewal, and celebration of new life 
that Easter brings, and share this special 
day with our church family.

First-Centenary is a member of the Scenic South 
District of the Holston Conference
P. O. Box 208, Chattanooga, TN 37401
(419 McCallie Avenue)
PHONE: (423) 756-2021
www.firstcentenary.com

THIS WEEK AT FIRST-CENTENARY

StayConnected

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 
@FIRSTCENTENARY

SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND

8:30 a.m. - Sanctuary Worship
9:30 a.m.	 - Sunday School
9:30 a.m. - Confirmation Classes
10:45 a.m. - Sanctuary Worship
10:45 a.m. - The Vine Worship
3:30 p.m. - Costa Rica Meeting
5:00 p.m. - PCS Walk at Northgate Mall
5:00 p.m. - The Candler Singers
5:00 p.m.	 - Sunday Night Worship
6:00 p.m.	 - Sunday Night Meal

MONDAY, MARCH 23RD

10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry
1:00 p.m. - Trustee's Meeting
6:00 p.m. - Susanna Wesley Circle

TUESDAY, MARCH 24TH

10:00 a.m. - Church Staff Meeting
10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry
10:00 a.m. - Crafty Capers
10:00 a.m. - PCS Charley's Coffee Talk
10:30 a.m. - Chris Bowles Circle
3:00 p.m. - The Centenary After-School

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH

10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry
11:00 a.m. - PCS Bowling
3:00 p.m. - The Centenary After-School
4:45 p.m. - Youth Program
5:00 p.m. - College Program
5:15 p.m. - Prime Time Meal
6:00 p.m. - Children's Program
6:00 p.m. - Chancel Ringers
6:30 p.m. - Prime Time Classes
7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir

THURSDAY, MARCH 26TH

10:00 a.m. - ABIDE Respite Ministry
3:00 p.m. - The Centenary After-School

FRIDAY, MARCH 27TH

Youth Council Retreat
3:00 p.m. - The Centenary After-School

SATURDAY, MARCH 28TH

Youth Council Retreat
5:30 p.m. - PCS Dinner at Rafael's


